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EDITORIAL

Apologies for any confusion resaliting from some ratner
out-of-order pages (numerically) in last montih's
Gctagon. Trust all goes well witlh the printing of this
issue,

We also apoleogise for not including the entire programme.
Tt was quite literally cut off the page during the
printing process in our haste to get the magazine Lo You,

At tiis time o ilie vear it is important, as we
mentioned last mounth, to begin con-idering ¥hoe You want
to represent vou on the committee nexti vear, We need a
new President, possibly a Vice President and zome new
committee men, so don't take thiis choice Tighiiy. 1t's
no use complaining about tine decisions made by your Club
if vou don't bother to help choose rvour Lienresentatives.

Tt's also time to plig our presentation of Trophies and
Dinner Pance, to be held this year af tho Hoval

(. ensland Yacht Club, The date is Uecember 7ith, =so kvep
iiL free for the best night out of the year,

Heard two parents talking of tudir sons' driving talents-
varent A: "Is vour son a good driver??

Parent D: "well if the road turns the same time he does,
it's a bloody coincidence.,”
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Following are the present placings in the Speed Trophy

Event:

CVERALL:

1 Fritz Sorenson
2 Phil Griffin

3 John Moorehead
3 Keith Tufnell
5 Vince Appleby

Les Hastie
John Lungren

Capri V6
Cogoper "st

MG -Mazda

MGB

VJA Hotula Zot
Cooper "S®
Mini L'wt

Under 1100 c.c.'s - Group D

1 Bruce Wasley
2 Chris Timms
3 Bill Randle
B

Keith Tufnell
Peter Ravment
Kenneth Waslev
Alan Burns
Steve Austin

Ut LN

Motorkhanas

I.es Hastie
Phil Griffin
3 Jerry Kent
i Robert Keeble
5

o ]

Bill Randle
ladies

1 Miss L. Sullivan
2 Mrs, S, Tufnell
3. Mrs., J. Appleby
4, Miss K. O'Shanesy

———

A.H Sprite Mk 111
MGMidget
A/l Sprite Mk 11

MGB
MGTC
MG Mideget
MGA
MGB

Cooper "5V

Cooper "S5
Cooper "S%
Mini 850

A.1I Sprike Mk 11

Celica
MGD
Viva
Mini

82
78
72
66
60
60
66

4l
12

70
41
38

26

i
Lo
32
17
14

43
13

i
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Treasure llunts

1 D, Robinson hak 1 D. Tait - 43
2 J. Kelso 39-3;- 2 M., Spiden 37%
3 R. Quinn 36+ 3 L. Rose - 34
4 A, Conway 233 4L P. Heath 17
5 " P. Rayment 22 4 K. Potter 17

As there are nol many more weeks before the end of
point scoring, please try to improve your scores by
entering the remaining evenits of the year, Many of
the point scorers are very close and keen competition
could improve placings for many of yOu.

An anonymous Club Member strolled into his bank the
other dav anxious to acquire cash to buy an MGB. [He
moved up to the counter and asked a teller, "1s the
loan arranger in?", The telle r replied, "No, but will
Tonto da?".

EXHINITION GRAND PRIX - By Magd Jim - Chief Steward.

A1l 120 drivers were reluctant to cvbscerve the Clerk
of Course comments at drivers briefing pertaining to
passing under the yellow flag.

The chief flag marshall reported most drivers were
oblivious to t he vellow flag and this resulted in
ntter chactic confusion around the various corners
and straights of the track. The time keepers reported
a substantial decrease in lap times, wiil. some people
improving their lap times whilst others doubled theirs
under the vellow tlag.

including one prominant citizen believed to
president of a leading Motor sporting Club, received

During the two heats and final numperous part%cipants,
e
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severe cantions for deliberate barging and fairly
desperate driving.

Twentyv+seven entrants were fined for spinages which led
to major traffic hold-ups causing the already over-
wrought Marshalls to risk life and limb to free the
entangled machines.

All were subsequently disqualified from racing on this
track for a period of 99 years with an option of another
99, however it has been reported two of the disqualified
drivers {in cognito) refused to observe their penalties
by participating in the racing the following night.

An investigation is under way into the validity of this
claim.

WII0 REALLY WON: Mr. Don Black
Mr, Neil McNeil
My, David Miles
My, John Morehead
Mr. Paul Raper
Mr. Peter Ravment
Mr. Malcolm Spiden
Myth Lisbeth Sullivan
Mr. Garry Whittaker

PLEASE OBTAIN TICKETS AT AN EARLY DATE FOR THE ANNUAL
PRESENTATION OF TROPITIES TO BE HELD AT THE QLD. YACHT
CLUB, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7TH, 1973 at 7.00 p.m.

TIGKETS ARE AVATLABLE AT $5.00 single or $10,00 Double.
As there is a limit of numbers for catering reasons

it is advisable to get in early.



BODS & BENDS

The MG Car Club boys were "big guris" at the bowling.
You chould have seen themn stumbling about with their
fifteen and sixteen pound balls. 1t was reported

that girls were fainting six deep. Good Show, fellas!

Mal Spiden was an inecredible sight - and a good bowler
too. A smooth delivery that would do justice to a
Wickham Terrace Obstetrician aind strike power like an
¥ o111,

Russell Plack was there in force - almost a "Black night"
{no, Vince wasn't there) but I think he Speedy Spider
got him.

Tt is reported that much Glad Wrap is Leing used in the
re~ascsembly of the Speedy OSpider Spiden Sprite Mk. 11l.
No pollution this time, We hope.

Ruzs Black given up terrifying hitch~hikers - now appears
highly skilled in reliling drunks. Says he hoses the GTS
Ute inside and ocut.

Meryl and Dave Miles customizing a house out at Woodridge
{theirs) ~ looks pretty gcod too but boy: what a lot of
work., Watch out or they could spring a working bee on
vou., And you know how they sting!

1 don't know about vou, but I'm really looking forward

to the "Presentation of Trophies" this vear. Those of

vou who were at the 1969 (I think) show will remenber

it was one of the best - and it was at where this one

will be - The Roval Queensland Yacht Squadron Ciab - a
great venue - be there! No doubt John Heath and Gary
Vhittaker will be there {with their spinnakers set). It's
a place with a view, with atmosphere, and just big enough
for a small scale riot. Drings back memories of llorgan's
rendition of Swan Lake - a real ugly duckling performance.

And mayvbe even JRF (Fraser, you ignorant nes) will .
perform if he can shake the cobwebs away (age, you know}-




but he's still got a twinkle in his eye - 8O watch it
girlsli

John Fraser used to be able toc run up the sidecf Knobby's
11411 in 1 minute 20 seconds - he can't now because
he's forgotten what he vsed to run up there for - he does
remember though that "your clother get awful dirty”.

Spencer Reimers and Lisabeht Livingstone being married on
September 9th, 1973,

Jeff and Denise Warner, the proud parents of a baby boy,
CONGRATULATIONSII

Rumour has it that Rod Boyvle is going overseasS. Has seold
his Mini to Paul Buda.

Marie Carlotto married recently, very best of luck to him
and his wife.

Vern Hamilton has sold his Formula 11 car, Believe he has
bought Tony Moxon's Escort and is to convert it to Sports
Shut.

Des White off on another overseas trip - only g8ix weeks
this time we're told.

Brought the ola war-horse out of retirement, Brian Tebble
buliied into running in the Inter Club Motorkhana and gave
a very creditable display. Says the most tiring thing
about the whole bit was the party on Saturdav night.

Don't put the darts board near a window if Libby is around
Tlare board and broken window,

Spencer Reimers married last weekend., Our best wiches to
them,

Navigator: How the —w=w——ww=~ -~ can I get out of this forest?
The map says there isn't a forest, there isn't a road and

we 're not here.




Bob McMurdo savs control officers have to drive faster
than rally crews to get to their points on time.

Tom Hatton designing petrol carrying derigible teo
float about the Imp.

Sandv Tufnell helping S.P.A.R.C. with timing at
Intercliub Motorkhana.

Datsun owners beware! Two inversions in two weeks
amongst anonymous club members, :

Phil Griffin came seventh in the Australian Motorkhana
Champlonships, We'd like to tell yvou more about this
event, but he hasn't told us.

HATE SESSICONIIZiiss

Tt seems incredible, but it is true, that we were
refused permission to run our round of the Inter Club
Motorkhana at Kenmore, even though the tenants concerned
were in full agreement. The big T"NO¥ was issued by the
large Insurance Company that owns the centre.

T wonder how much our Club, and similar Clubs has

saved insurance companies over the vears? Just censider
how much ome person could cost such a Company should he
kill himself or one or more of the Company 's clients
through sheer bad driving: How many times have you
saved your life and others by ealling on experience
iearned from Car Club events! More often than you think,
T am sure. Lets get things straight, however, we are
not being victimised., These Companies, I am told, do
not support the Lifesavers either: Doesn't this seem
just a little bit incredible to vou.

™




NEW MEMBERS

The Committee welcomes the following new Members:
Ray Hilko
Penny Aitkin
Peter HDeaversomn
Rex Ward
We hope you will enjoy your membership of M.G. Car Club,

Pleasz introduce vourselves when you come to the Club
Rooms or to events.

MORE BODS AXD BENDS

Q.I.T. Motorang Club came down to the club rooms last
Tuesdav for Hill Climb talk and films. Hope to see
some of them competing on the 16th, As long as they
realise its not obhligatory to own a red T.C. to run,.

That thumping noise is the No. 2 Motorkhana Team
dancing on the prostrate bodies of the No. 1 Motorkhana
Team.,

Did vou know a hot dog is the only animal that feeds
the hand that bites it?

STOP PRESS: Yet another Ford powered Sprite is just
around the corner. Come on M.G. people - how about a
revival? Can we get a hot MGB to get some more close
racing for the best racing class - SPORTS CARS:
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IMPROYVE YOUR DRIVING

AND

i HAVE MORE FUN
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A11 yvou need to do is to see JOHN FRASER, Queensland

Representative for Peter Wherrett Driving School.

Classes involve only half a day and are conducted at

both Lakeside and Surfers Paradise.

Contact John at 57 2380 (Brisbane} or 075-35 1951

(Gold Coast) and make an appointment.

WEEKENDS AND WEEKDAYS AVAILABLE.
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END MORE BODS AND BENDS

Understatement of the Yyearyr came from David lee - nTt is

not a nice car at speed is it?"
The Car = a Mazda F1000 Van, fiat out down hill in a
corss wind at about 65 m.p.h.

Peter Rayvment tock his iittle black book tc Dalby 80 now
we have no Progyrammies

In future Libby, John and Neil will have to be separated
at all future committee meetings. Talk about a jot of
school kddsiill

Dick and Jill Jehnson are the proud parents of a baby
girl., Our Congratulations to them both.

Two brothers operating a menswear shop hit upon an
infallible scheme for making their fortune.

One staved at the rear, altering suits, while the other
wearing a huge hearing aid, attended to customers.,

When a customer asked the shop attendant the price of a
suit, the salesman loudly asked his brotiier at the back
the price.

The reply - just ioud enough for the customer to hear -
was that the price was £85,00.

The salesman, furiously adjusting his hearing aid, then
turned to the customer and told them that the price was

£45,00.

The customer, appreciating the deal he was getting,
couidn't get out of the shop quickly enough with his
"Rargain". The bargain in question, needless to say, was
a $35.00 suitll




MOTORKHANA RESULTS - AUGUST, 3TH, 1973.

Les Hastie
Bob Keeble
Biil Randle

L.es Rose

Spencer Reimers

Gary Whittaker

John Moorehead

Malcolm Spiden

10 ¥Bruce Briggs

1i Derrvi Markwell

12 Miss Lisheth
Sullivan

13 Peter Rayment

ik A Jones

1% Neil McNeil

16 June Rose

i7 BRBarry Smith

18 Mark lLeverick

19 Paul Eaper

20 Kitiy O'Shanesy

21 Christine Bowman

O 01 A ) B ke

(Missed One Event)

22 Peter Rayment

23 David Perl

24 John Kelso

25 L. Clarke

(Missed two events)

26 Brian Kayser

27 HMike Toppin

28 Rob Randle

2¢ TPob Randle
(Second entry)

Russell Worthington

M. Cooper "S"
Mini 1100
Sprite
Cortina

Mini Cooper
M. Cooper 'SV
MGB

MG Mazda
Escort 1300
Cortina
Sprite

MGB

Escort 1300
Mini YVan
GTR/MG Mazda
Mini Cooper
Cortina
Charger
Cortina
Mini Van
Cortina

MG Mexda
Worseley
VW Special
Charger

Hillman

MGH

Mazda Rotory
Sprite

160,.7
165.5
174.6
178,7
179.3
183.1%
188,7
189.1%
i91l.1
193.1
195.6

196,54
205.5

206, 8

216.1
217.1
228.9

S 222,0

233.8
252.7

15242
18l,2

191.9
205.4

116,8

134 .4

13743

142,90

>




THE OCTAGON 124 SEPTE BER, 1973
PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE _

It has been noted that since the fees for non-compulst
C.,A.M,8, arranged personal accident insurance have been
raised, there has been a decrease in the number of perso
avalllng themselves of this service, Possibly competito
are not aware of the greatly increased benefits which ha
been negotiated. ;

We quote from the 1973 C.A.M.S. Manual, Appengdix I,
pp 252 and 253. "The following is a brief description
of the cover and does not in any way alter or . add to
the terms of the cover which is set out in the Master
Contract,

"The cover provided is as follows:

(i) Death $7,500,00 per insured pe
(ii) Permanent Total Dlsablement$£ , 500,00 "
(iii)Temproary Total Disablement $100.00 per week per
insured person (limi
2 weeks)
(iv) Medical Expenses Up to $1500,00 per
insured person
"...in respect of all speed events, the cover is limited
geographically to the area couprising the track and/or
circuit.

M"An injured insured must notify the Clerk of Course of
the incident before leaving the meeting"

You will note that the above pabagraphs have béen
taken out of their context,

The $3.00 fee for a closed hill climb covers 1 driver
and 3 pit crew. It is also allowable as a tax deduction

With reference to the notification to the Clerk of
Course, report any injury which might result in a claim,
If a thoughtful sould drives over your foot - go and
tell Andy. He never has enough %o do. Seriously,

r.—__—
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THE OCTAGON 12B SEPTEMBER, 1973
personal Accident (cont)
y Ttts no good finding out in tw or three days that what
you thought was a bad bruise is a fracture, and not being

able to claim because no report was made of the incident
at the time. : s e _

THIS SPACE IS FOR THE NEW

OCTAGON EDITOR TO FILL THE
NEXT MONTH,

(Aren'% we hopeful)
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SMASHING DAY JAD AT BETHANIA.

What a beautiful day it was. The sun was shiming, birds
wepe singing, and the dust was net treubleseme. Yes,

the day was perfect but before the approach of dusk two
MGB's would have their fans in the radiator, amd an
Pscort would perculate every five minutes, a V¥ Special
wonld refuse 1o go, & Cortina would break its engine
mounts and les Hastie would win this his first Motorkhana,

Events were choesen by the fastest committee member
around a basket ball court, John Kelso commenced theday
with a wrong directiom, & spinage, several poles and a
retirement - just wait until when John eliminates the
troubies in the VW, Feter Ravment went wrong all day,
scoring the greatest number of poles downed,

The competition boasted the arrival of six new members,
eager to compete and three of them showed some of the
oldies how to complete these tests, June and Les Rose
sharing their newly acquired Mini Cooper both dreve smooth.
all day, with June maybe overshadowing Les as she was only i
second or iwe behind his times in most events.

Darvl Markwell (Bugeyed Spfite) finished elevenih overall
{n this his first ever tkhana and should give Bill Randall
a run for his money inn later events.

All the way from Kingaroy, sharing a rattling Hinivan

came Kathy O'Shannessy and a certain Mr., Jones. Kathy
certainly enjoyed heprself and shall return next time,

certainly with more confidence.

pruce Briggs, this time in his spare cortina (the old
faitnful one has too many holes in the block) still drove
with his usual flair and enthusiasm even though this was a
very standard example of the Ford product, Barry Smith
Paul Raper and Russell Warthagton, who incidently was the
highest placed non wintertreaded entrant, alsoc completed -
in Cortinas of varying ages.




Mark Laverick enlivened the day as he tried to push
the very wide charger around a relatively mnarrow
course hotily persued by new comer David Perl in his
Wolsley, Mike Toppin MGB Mounied and Brian Kayserx.

Gary Whittaker showed a lot of promise for future events
as he finished seventh overall. Gary produced his best
form to date as he pipped John Moorehead by 0.4 sec.
after which he towed the “soreamer’ home.

Two we ha en't seen for a while, Spencer Reimers and
Bob Randall entered, Spencer claiming sixth place bui
Bob could net stay long.

After the day was finally completed Les Hastie won
outright, being pursued all the way by Bob Keeble, with
Biil Randle given all the big hurry up in third place,
whilst voung Russ Worthington kept all honest in his
Cortina GT.

The next Motorkhana will be on Sept enber 231d.

FOR_SALE

Mark 10 COOPER

1108 Renault Gordini Motor, 4 Speed Close Ratio Mountain
Box, 7" wheels front, 84" Rear. Two Double choke Webers
Spare Gearbox, Set of Tyres., Two 10" Rear Wheels.

1973 under 2000 c.C. NeS.¥W. Hillclimb Champion.

BTLL STODDART -~ Phone Newcastle Lb9.7770




SURFERS PARADISE = Septernicer 2nd.

ian Peters has sore toe, cruelty to cars. Was observed
kicking one Super Seven when throttle cable came adrift.

John O'Shanesy picking up Some class placings. The reward
of virtue and temperance.

Peter Walton and ngid Miles take it in turns to win their
class.

Serry Denis had an inversion, Hope it won't be too long
before we see him on the track again,

John Wharton was q:ick with the best of 1.33.0, which is
the fastest we've seen with a Mazda R100.

Lionel continues on his winning way - 3 starts and 3 wins.

Rod Boyle being tender with his car, which he has sold.
Still managed some class places.

Barry wraith not as much in evidence as usual.

The cardinal crime - sentence to crawl up the straight

on hands and knees. Fraser had a lose in the essSes during
the warm up lap! We kmow you cail do this at will, Jobhn.
You didn't have to confirm vour abilities by a repeat
performance in the first corner of the first lap of the
race.,

Kevin Johnston going 1ike the hammers again.

Good preparation we get from some members, First lap of
first race - Kerry out of fuel pump, Jan out of throttle
eable and Peter out of fuel. Which all adds up to lack

of progression and promotors despalr.

Trevor Bassett going well in clouds of blue smoke. Every-

one expected disaster in every race he ran, but it mever
happened.

- _
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I Lee Vine did a clutch.

| Clive Browne seen emerging from dust in the esses,

Dick Johnson had another terrific daye. He's a real
pleasure to watch,

Worked out why Kerry didn't get off the line in the
iast race, It wasn't the gears as rumoured, Iis
prized picture of Lionel fell off the dash and all
his inspiration went with it.

Barrv Nixon Smith motoring nice and smoothly.

Members Results

Qutright Class
i« Horgan i x 3rd 1 x 1st
C. Browne 3 X 3rd
1L.. Ayres 3 x 1st 3 x 1lst
K. Johnston 1 x 2nd
P. Walton 1l x 1st
1 x 2nd
T. Bassett -1 x lst
1 x 2nd
he P, Miles 1 x 1st
: 1 x Z2md
D. Johnson 1 x 1st 1 x 2nd L x 1st

2 x 3xd

B. Nixon-Smith 2 x 2nd
1 x 3rd
i1, Bovlie 1 x 2nd
' 1 x 3rd
J. Wharton 1 x 3rd
B, Wraith 1 x 2nd
Ja O'shanesy 1 x 3rd

On the nose] Bevan Matham's driver after he got himself
and the Centaur out of the ditch at Lukey. That mud

| %én’t tarf stink. Glad the old car didn't come to much
o arn. :

*
= . _ =
— —
—
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THERE WILI, BE DRINKS ON SALE

SWIMMING FOR THOSE SO INCLINED

BRING YOUR OWN STEAK FORA B - B - Q.
TC BE HELD TC CHEER THE BATHURST 1,000 XM

N TTS MERRY WAYI!l

IF YOU COME IT IS SURE TC BE ONE HELL OF A DAY AND

NIGHT!

BRING A FRIEND, WIFE OR GIRLI

65 TRISTANIA ROAD, KENMORE.




AUSTRALIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONGITIP

As far as we can work
completion of the seco

E., Richardson

P. England

M, Bingham

P. Hollinger

1. Tighe (Qid)

i. Judd

B. Garner

v. Hamilton (Qid)

Cat, 1.

— A ————

P, England
E. Richardson

Gp. A

M. Bingham

Gpe B

W, Slater

Gpe. C

A. Grice
B. Nixon Smith (Qld)

Gp. B

R. Rowntree
K. Tuffnell (Q1d)
K. Wasley (Q1d)

These results are not official.

LR B

out the points score at the

35
32
23

20

12
8
&
6

35
35

Lo

28

20
20

20
20
20

nd round, it stands as follows:




VERN HAMILTON

For Personal reasons my Elfin 622 is for sale as a
rolling chassis with or without IHewland FT 200 Gear-
Box., This magnificent machine has never been raced
and has done omnly 50 practice miles., It is available
at a song at hundreds of dollars below new price.

Also for sale, an iron Twin~Cam Engine, ultra-
reliable and well developed {140 h.p.+5 complete.

Also for sale Ford Escort Dirf 3,77/1 as new.

For further particulars please phone my home on

96 -~ 4764

HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR.TICRETS FOR THE ANNUAL PRESENTATION
OF TROPHIES. IT I35 GOING TO BE A NIGHT TO REMEMEER SO
PLEASE GET IN EARLY AS THE NUMBER OF GUEST. IS LIMITED.
HELP TO MAKE TIZS THE NIGHT OF TIE YEZEAR FOR THE CAR

CLUB AND HAVE A JOLLY GOOD TIME WHILST HELPING.




14 TH OCTOBER, 1973

AT - THORNSIDE

FOURTIH ROUND OF QUEENSLAND

MOTORKHANA CHAMPION

HELD BY M.G. CAR CLUB ( QUEENSLAND CENTRE )

SHIPS

TO B E A SUCCESS W E NEED

TIMEKEEPERS
AND

OFFICIALS

IF YO CAN HELD PLEASE SEE THE COMMITTEE OR

MAL SPIDEN
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NEW MOTORKHANA GROUNDS - THORN S I D E =
FGR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER, 23RD, 1973. PLEASE ATTEND 1BUT
PLEASE D O NUT DISTURSBS
THE oLD LADY IN THE
HOUSE
WANTED 3 T ITMEXEEPERS F OR SUNDAY
' oCcTOB ER 1hTH
g TF : . YOU C AN HELP SEE THE
COCMMITTEE
, \
| o R MAL SPIDEN :

= —
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Car Club (ueensland

The Official Magazine of the M.G.

Cenire) Affiliated with the ¢

Motor Sport.

wnfederation of Australian

oHE COMMITIEE Homes ¥ork
President David Miles 212749
vice President Peter Haymeni (33196 365646
Cacraetary Joan Appleby 5715561
ssst, oecretary Mike Reown 217886
Treasurey Ann Thomson 781368
oilub Captain Mal Sniden 535769
Committee Tarry Peen 521981
Johy Moorehead 6CT1IED 213899
Nell MeNedl 326415
Libby Sullivean
PLLTAL. ADDRESS

CLUE ROOMS

620 ®iokham Street,

Box 2547 Gelala

Fortitude Valley, BRISHANG. %001
PBRISBARE.




