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MORE DRIVING POWER!

More snap! More liveliness! More exhilaration
from every fleeting mile. That's the new:
MGA 1600. Big-capacity 1600 c.c. engine
develops 79-5 b.h.p.; cruises all day at 80 m.p.h.;
accelerates smartly to 100 m.p.h. —and more.
That’s the new MG A 1600.

MORE BRAKING POWER!

More power to stop, More power to control that
throaty engine.' Lockheed disc brakes on"the
front wheels, hydraulics on the rear. Everything
you need to make sports car driving safer than
ever — that’s the new M G A 1600.

That’s the new @ @ 1600

Sole distributors for Qld. and N. Rivers of N.S.W.

HOWARDS LTD.

317-Adelaide St., Brisbane — 100 Logan Rd., South Brisbane

and at Toowoomba
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The M. Ge CAR CIUB o
. ( Queensland Centre ) .

Proprietors: The M.G.Oar Club (Proprietary) Ltd. Great Britain.
Affiliated with the Confederation. of Australian Motor Sport.

Patrone. Viscount NUFTIEID 0.B.E,
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Club Ceptain Tan MICHELS 51 1384
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Committee: W.J. THOMAS, D.G. (OIES, B. MARCOVICH (Miss),
R.B. BIUNT, L.C. GISIER.
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CLUBROOMS POSTAL ADDRESS
620 Wickham Street Box 1847 W
Fortitude Valley S Go.POe,
BRISBANE . ‘BRISBANE.

EDITORIAL

The best thing which can happen to a club committee, is to see
that their work was not all in vain, by the enthusiastic attendance
 of members, to the events which the committee have worked so hard
to organise. ‘

I feel that the Queensland Centre has taken great steps this year
as the attendance of events has not just been good, but very enthus-
jastic indeed. This is particularly gratifying and I gincerely hope
that it will ocontinue.

Thank you, Members, for your confidences:s:ssssiss:s:




Editorial cont'd b4} i

I hope that you will continue to enjoy the benefits of the Club
throughout the coming year.

Please rememter that your committec will welcome any suggestions
and all feasable ideas will be thoruughly imvestigated.
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GRAND PRIX DB VICTA

There is no atmosphere like that of a full-scale Grand Prix.

The excited crowd, the fes*tivities, the scent of racing fuel,
Castrol 'R', hot engines, the pits.. all part of the International
Grand Prix Circus.. at Tingalpaee..

Rod (Juan) Hiley won the pole grid position with a fantastic
practice lap of three hours, forty one minutes with his Formula
Iibre Victa, followed by Neale (stirling) Groundwater on en identical
Victe, then Thatcher, Appleby, Tebble (who should kmow how to. drive
o Victa), Kelly and a bloke names Brabham driving the experimental
Tawn Patrol with automatic height adjustment...

First car away at. thaldyop of the flag was Hiley who showed his
masterly control of the potent 09 litre Victa in the long grass,
and by the end of lap one was a clear eighteen inches ahead of the
field. '

Groundwater, out to prove that he was no hayseed, had closed
the gap to seventeen inches by the end of lap five. Tebble was the
first to limp back to the pits with a fouled plug, accompanied- by
gimiler language.

Appleby handled ;theé outdated Formula One Victa with consumate .
skill but his mount lacked the handling qualities of the later.series.
and eventually blew a chunk of metal out of the snorkel, with his .
subsequent retirement. .

Meanwhile, Kelly was not letting the grass grow under his feet
and held off the challenge of the Rover team, losing a little ground
on the corners. (Those Rovers really handled3° Countess Marcovich
ook over Juan's mount on lap three hundred after a re—fuel and tyre
change and was lapping at three hours, forty nine minutes. However,
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on lap three hundred & fifty she took a swig at her hip flask
whilst drifting Autocrosse Cormer, lost the tail, spun and stalled.
(She was then disqualified by the Stewards for having blood in her
alenhvl stream).

Thatcher also ran into trouble on lap eight thousand, four
hundred and ninety eight; lost control of the Shirley Fertiliser
Tactory entered Zagato Phosphate, ran into the spectators and near
1y scalped a cane toad! Tebble retired later with fuel trouble which

turned out to be a lump of mammure in the fuel line. This was pre-
sumed to be sabotage by the Fope People. o : v

The.finish ﬁas the most thrilling I have seen in all my years
as an unpredudiced motoring writer! :

] Just imaging! Eight of the worlds fastest'lawn,mowers locked
“in battle, hurtling into the last turn, wheel to wheel, engines
screaming, smoke pouring from the exhausts, drivers straining for
the ultimate ounce of performance! Phew!!! B

Who won? 1 forgét! But they cut a lot of grass so that we
could have a gymkhana the next day. e

FERRHRHRIIIRH AKX KRN ¥ ¥ %G Y M K HAN DA FHRIRHFARHH AR KA KHNK

We  didn't expéct for%y‘en%ries for the gymkhana oﬁ the 19th
February, least of did we expect twenty one of them o be M.G.Se
But it happened. If this sort of thing continues we may even win

the Nuffield Overseas Trophy.

Tirst event on the program was the Sled Race. This, and
other events proved that Mini-Minors are a force to be reckoned
with in future gymkhanas, that is, if they are driven the way
Barry Broomhall and Russell Sayer drove theirs! Entrants were
divided. into teams, although nobody seemed to know who was compet-
ing against. who. Nevertheless, organisation was smooth and every-
Tody seemed happy. Very good! The Sled Race provided much interest-
ing spectacles as bods flying through the air, and a few sled riders
receiving a mouthful of earth from spinning wheels. Just as well
for ‘our. Club Captain that there will be no gled race at Lowood.
He didn't last long behind that T.D«

Did Allan Killipe really win the Centre Road Safety Award
last year?. You should have seen him in the Fir Tree event. (No,




Gymihana cont'a
ycu do not have to climb & tree in this one. )

Does anyone know of a 1938 Morris tourer for sele?. I am sure
everyone who saw the performance of one at this gymkhena will wedht
cne. This was entered as 'Three in a Bomb' team and they downed-
tmsz%wﬁhMMWmur%ﬂuﬂwItmuhdwmdnswn
driver, too when a wheel came off, ccmplete with axle, halfway =
+hrough the Forward Bending race. Just as well for the Secretarial
7,D. as it would have downed that too. If anyone wishes to make
an offer for the Morris, it is owned jointly by Graham Gething, John
Walker, lex Batterham and the Beneficial Finfnce Itdes (I hear they -
have another one at home too!l Probably want to put it }n_the Centre's
racing team!) Yes Brian, it does look like g T.DoIY = 707

sttt

Thers once was & guy named Noel Whip. ...
Every time he drove,we did a flip.~

Yes, He actually spun twice in two runs at the Forward Bending
and cleaned up & pole going backwards. (No. the T,0. was going back
wards not the pole). Auybody who has: not; watched a gymkhana doesn't

reslise what he is missing. e .

i

ATf Chappell came all the way from D'Aigular to prove that a
17.C. can hold its own with the best of them. Good driving Alfred, it's
good to see you with us. From similar terrain came Dan Casey in the
white M.G.A.. Arother mnew driver was Ian Clay in the Ex Ian McLeod
I.R.2 and Ian did very well for himself, did Ian!l ' SR

A special event called (for want of a better name) The Thing
producedxsome'ominous'crunching sbundefrom gear-boxes. A'g09d name
for this event would be Valve Bounce and Crunchs ° e

A member of the team called 'Anti M.G.! was' seen scorching sideways
fhirough the Autocrosse, shedding large chunks of rusty bodyworke

This was the Healy driven by 'Grandma Horgan'e. The Autocrpssefprpved
that we don't need a skid pan.. we already have one! Keith Turner,
driving a V.W. for the Scuderia Cemtro Bug, won this event, and looked
to be enjoying himself immensely. Keith claimed to have reached thirty
in low gear! But that's on a V.W. speedo, -Keithi!t - By A
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Geoff and Rod Hiley were flying around in T.C.s. Norm Wright
in the T.F.15%00, Mr Pres. in the Magnette... in fact many - faces-
we have not seen at gymkhanas for a long time. (Were we- right after
all?). P : '

Message for the Gymkhana Sub-committee. Keep it up. Events
designed for M.G.s have proved tc be more fun for the other cars
than ever before. (Vince fitted the Pontiac around in fine style).

RESULZIS * Delow.
FIR. TREE l1si I. Michels MG.ToFW 28.7 secs
2nd R. Kelly M.G.A. 28495 -
3rd K.B. Anderson M.G.A. 29.81 -
SIED RACE 1st P. Kinnane Sprite 2504 -
2nd J. Walker v Morris 26,01 -
%rd R. Hiley M.G.T.Ce 26404 -
TORWARD BENDING 1lst B. Tebble M.G.TeDe 17;00 -
: 2nd K. Horgan &/Healy
3rd J. Bright M.G.T.G,
THE THING 1lst R. Hiley M.G.TeCoe 24.4 -
2nd G, Hiley M.GoT.Ce :
3rd B. Tebble M.G.T.D,
AUTO CROSSE 1st K. Turner V¥ T 2505 =
i § 2n0 N. Vright M.G.T.F. 26,05 -
2nd T. Harlock V.W. 26,05 -
X=X=X= =x=x¥x:x:x:x:x:x:x:x:x:x;x=x¥x£x=x=x»’“
I0W0D _ MTOR____ RACING __  CIRCUIT

s a contribution to Motor Sport, we will be providihg:Gate
Keepers for the Queensland Racing Driverd Club for all future
race meetings at Lowood. . TR

We already have many volunteers, but still need a few more. Bach
member has only to work one "two hour shift" on the gate and he
will be free to watch the racing for the remainder of the day. In
return for this, volunteers will receive two free admittance passes.

Iet us benefit the Center at the same time. If you areigatekeepingv




Ipwaod Racing coﬁtid
wear a club badge or overalls and hand out Invitation to Join Gentre
cerds to the #l.G. owners as they come in the gate.

Don't forget that our team will be running ot this meeting! -

Vo lunteers.. Please advise the Hon. Secretary NOW!! Only
the first ?hirty names can be accepted. The phone number is 97-5872-

NAMES MUST BE IN BEFORE 21st MARCH. DON'T FORGET.

OO0 ABRIL FODLS DAY AT zowooDd )OO

-—p_-—qr--——-—Secretary‘s Corner-g -

A reminder to members once again, that you may obtain C.A.M.S.
approved fire extinguishers and safety belts through the Centre at
a reduced prico. As I owe my life to a safety belt, I can give a
personal recommendation to £i%t them. It is now a C.A.M.S. Tuling that
all closed cars taking pest in a speed event must be equipped with
an approved Safety belt or harness, properly affixed. The I.8.5.
brand is epproved and is used by the Road Safety Council in their
own vehiclese o 0w 8 . -

The 1962 C.A.M.S. Year Book and N.C:R.s are at last available.
Thig year the two are combined for 10/— and are extremely interestirg
reading for, the Motor Sport enthusiast. These. will be. aveilable
at the Clubroomse. o . .

1t is unfortunate that I am usually busy at the Clubrooms,
and often miss the opportunity %o meet new Cr prispective mexnbers.
If you see a tgtranger! .;andering about, please devote a little of
your time to speak to him and introduce him to your friends. Most
of us are inclined %o shirk our responsibilities o new members, duc
to shyness and partly to laziness. Pleass remember, We Were all now
members once. Make them ‘feel at home'. We are all interested in
motor cars, otherwise we would not. have joined .the clube..

Do you know that we have over two hundred and seventy members
rowg. Iooking through the membership Register, I find-that I
only know about two hundred and ten, personally. Which means that
1 have sixty friends whom 1 have not met::  How about coming to
the Clubrooms more often??.




secretary's Cornexr cont'd

On Merch the thirty first, in sccordence With our constitution
we will delete from the Register all members who have not’ paid"
their two guineas subpéription. Dor't lat‘,j;his-.happonfz‘ac_ you._(Borrow
the money from your affluent friends. I did) There is a provision in
the constitution for unfinancial members to rejoin on payment ofa
further five shillings tlate fee'. ¥hica s,eénis a shame. Most of
you have already paid. how about the other few?. ' T
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo000***************000000000000o’oo‘ooooﬁoo‘a

' REVISED POINTS S CORE

The points scoring system for the Centre's trophies has

recently been reviewed and a new and fairer system has b':een
introduced, taking effect from lst January 1962

This wag_n_eede_d, due to our ever increa,sing»membership and
the Centre has outgrown the old system. The new . system will be.
displayed on the Notice Boards R . .

: bbb ++++++-3-++++1r+++«£+:ré‘f+'+ A

centre * -7 programme

MARCH * 1lth ~ Treasure Hunt. Starts Clubrooms 1 Delie- |

" 25%n  Gymkhana & Barbeque. Gymkhans Grounds .

27rd Film Bvening. Clubrooms 7.%0 pems

th  Gymkhane Demongtration Showgro'unds.'

APRIL Ath  Sprints Meeting Cancelled (Circuit not available)
o7th  Night Navigetional Run (lubroomn Te30 Dele

ooth  Club Run and Barbeque. R

For details of the Club Run, see Club Captain. We want at '
lemst twanty sports cars to turm Up.

Driving Test cancelled due to lack of suitable site.

1
00000008 )OO 0000000 Y OOTQ0000

NIGHD  NAVIGATIONAL °RUN

Twnety eight cars were entered for the Night Run on February
2%3rd. A largc proportion were M.Gs & further indication that
things are 'looking up’ in the _Queensland Centre. )

We were pleaced to have the assistance of two of our Sydney
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Night Navigational Run cont'd

Centre guests. These were the two fellows driving the*ﬁlﬁe’NQS.W.
T«C., and who kindly manned a control for us. One way to spend

your holidaye.

We understand that the 'regulars' on

Bartleys Hill have been

avoiding the place lately. Perhaps it is a little disturbing to

be suddenly and unexpectedly illuminated

by a Magnette's head

and driving lights, just when one is getting comfortable.

(We have since received a deputation fro

n the 'Iovers'! Society!

requesting that we do not place our controls on Bartley's Hill).

Tan (Buster) Campbell, navigating for Treasurer, Merv Head,
managed to successfully drop and bust the nicely sealed watch, lead
Merv all over the wrong places and still came in second! Ngxt, B

time Ian, use & sundial. You'll find the

m hard to breake.

Did you know that the City Council has a spy in the Club%.
Every time we hold a Navigation Run they despatch a man with a
tin of white paint to cover up a few street names along the route,
just to add to the confusion. (People who say that the Trials

committee do it, are just being nasty)e.

Congratulations to Ian Hamilton for having a 'clean sheet!,

(He didn't win because the 'clean sheet!

was simply one which the

duplicator missed). Believe Ian had a good suggestion as to
what the Trials committee could use it for}

Keith Herron managed to get through without running out of
petrol and with the aid of a bottle of car sickness tablets

Howard Johnson and Keith Turner... he wo
Second, of course, (or should we say

n!
off course) was Merv

Head and Ian Campbell and third Bob Kelly navigated by his brother.

TFootnotr to those who get lost or 'give it away, and do
not Teturn to the Finish point (the Clubrooms). Always return to the »
Clubrooms as you score points for finishing the course. (Perhaps

they are still at Bartley's Hill).

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*¥

TON'T FORGET THE 'EASTER EVENfS‘ AT MEIBOURNE., If you wish to .

g0, please advise the Hon. Secretary imm

ediatelye.
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CENTRE NBWS AND GOSSIP

(Contributed by all ard sundry)

If you are unable to attend a club Friday night, try dropping:in
to the 'Carolena' Coffee Iounge about 11.15 p.m. There, amongst
the soft lights end sweet wusie you will find many of our -members
munching waffles‘and'guzzling‘Cappuciné; : :

Tor those not initiated into the !Carolena Club' and to the Left
Wingistes who frequent the 10ther Place' at the Darker Bnd of Queen
Street .. 2 message. It's cool, we get good food and service, (un—
neard of Elsewhere) and-th¢ Scenery is better’ because you can see ite.
For '62, Carolena is IN and the Other is QUT! How about joining us
next week?. . o E ST

Who was the keen type who placed an Invitation to Join’ Centre ~
card on our Hon. Secretery's T.D. at lakeside? The same car sport- °
ing club badge, windscreen transfer and a glovebox full of the same
cards. s . L § % Loowe ST SR 0«

It appeared that any metber not acting as ap:qgfipiél”é% Leke::
2ide, was competing. This is ‘the real way to support Motor Sport. -
Congratulations to Bevan Fleming. for a.magnificient_drive, and

to Terry Kratzmann for a third place in his first race. =

Phe’ mhin Tace was won by N.S.¥. member, Jack -Brabham.’
3 bR,

Two of our members recently achieved their MNajority. Ian
Michels andeeverley'Marcovich; Congrats to both. = =~ "7

Des Coles denies it all (page six last Octagon) but we don't
believe him. About time you got more sand for the budgies cagze, Des!

Nan Hunter was seen slipstreaming & T.F. with the parental Magnette
recently. We are wondering who won?. < Fen :

You may add the 'Cock o' the Walk! Reétaufant; gandgate Road
to your list of Octagon approved places to congregate. Very good
after lekeside meetings etc.. Amiable proprietors who place no

.t
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Centre News & Gossip cont'd

restriction on noise.(More places will be investigated).

Believe Ted Peel considering trading T.C. on Iand Rover. Might
be more suitable, Tedl. ’ '

A big Thank You to Ritchie for testing a possible hill climb
site on the way to Iakeside. A bit small, perhaps, Ritchie?.

Denis McGrath tested one near President's home.

Hear that Horgan copped a windscreen washer spray up the bracket
on the Buck's Night. That'll teach you to criticisell

Ron Davis has a set of pink aerial ribbons for sale. Believe
they will fit a Magnette. Same guy was wrapped up like an Egyptian
Mummy at recent party. Huess what with? (You will find plenty in
the little room at the rear of the ¢lubrooms ).

Glen Robertson wante to kmow who did steal the Cookies from
the Cookie jar?. SR T
Anyone interested in a genuine hoon sheepskin for their car?.
Write to Ross Robertson at Big Creek. (No Kerry, a big creek is not
an Austin Healy).

Rumour- has it that a dear old lady was wandering around the
Karussell at Iakeside pouring ice water in inconvenient places. The
Hon. Sec (who does not answer to the name of Grandma), is conducting
an investigation, Rod!

(Subscribers to Octagon please note. This is not 'Man Junior' or
or the 'Weekend'. AILL future copy will be severely censored. Ed.)
X0 XOX0XOXO0 KO XOXO0X0X0X0X0X0X0 XOXOXOX0X0OX0OX0X

OPEN FORUM

On Friday night, 9th February, the usual clun night was declared
Open Forume. The Committee invited discussion and questions from the
seventy or so members presente ' L

The tice was broken' by Ron Dﬁnglinson who asked what had
yeen done about the Centre's racing team. This was answered by
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Open Forum cont'd

Brian Tebble, and it appears that 'fhings,ére progfessiﬁg witn

this project. (More.on this elsewhere in 't

is issue)s - 2o

Wike Thatcher sugsested that we hold an NiG. versus the Others. -
event at Gymkhanas. In other words, form $wo teams—~ one " of M.G.5-"

the other of other makes. How about that ?. ~

Kerry Horgen and John Freser suggested that we hold ‘matched
pairs' at the Sprints meétings, which means running two evenly
matched cars through the timing gear at oncee. This and several
other suggestions are being investigated by the Committee.  : -

The night was a success with an amusing diversion provided by,
the ladies who meke our tea. They wanted to go-on gtrike..
but didn'te. S . -
oooooooooooooooooo""""""‘""106000000000000006_3

BUCK!'S NIGHT

Perhaps it is as well for Doug Bright that only twenty or so:
bods turned up for the Buck's Night held at the Biight establishment
"at Aspley on February 3rd Enough havoc can be wrought by twenty,
_anyway!!!

Phil (He Drinks) Théw was there, of course, and Zeke, The Claw,
Ron (He also Drinks),Davis, Denis McGrath, Geoff Hiley and many
other prominent members of the Temperance League.

Some rather unusualvgameé were'piéyed.'The least sald about
these, the better. T o -

Wives, Del and Deidre, were discovered spying on us from &
parked car. Shame!! i :

The title of 'Mr Debauchery' must surely go to Glen, although
The Claw did his best to wrest the title from him. The Booby
prize goes to the Hon. Secretary.

Noel Anderson spent the night tipping beer over innocent pzople
Norm Wright and John Whitlam made sure they did nothing that would
get their names in the Octagon. Keith
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‘Buck's Night cont'd.

kerron arrived about midnight and proceeded to stir up much trouble

For those considering resigning as a result of these 'goings on!
here's a message. Please come to the next Buck's Night; (if you are
a Ttiuck)e I had a,wonderful time. Tinnks Doug for lending.us your home.
By the way, when is the next Buck's Night?.
R T 2 2 2 2 2 B A R I i 4

I wi‘.ssh= ‘o welcom'e the following new members to the Centré. May your
association with us be a long and enjoyable one.

The Editor.

Barry Pearson 397 Wynnum Nthe Rd. Wynnum Nth. M.G.A. 1600
Del Winston(Miss)35 Thomas Ste Camp Hill M.G.T.D.
Roger Nielson 9 Iondon Rd. Clayfield M.G,A. Coupe
Robert Doneman 39 Wilnmington St. Newmarket M.Geho
Rodney- Hiley 721 01d Cleveland Rd. Camp Hill M.G.T.C.
Iynette Moffatt (Miss) 13 Balmoral St. Hawthorne M/Minor
Noel Bates 44 Fourth Ave. : Kedron Jaguar
Ieslie Gould 24 Cremorne Rde. ’ Kedron

Graham lex 51 Grenade St. : Cannon Hill Simca

John Halford &6 Wynnum Rd. Cannon Hill DMorris 850

S T 2 2k Tk R S S S A
RACING TEAM NEWS

We will be entering eight M.G.'s in the team's Ffirst outing:
at Iowood on April lst. They will be under the direction of Bill
Thomas, who has been elected as 'tear manager'. The team is as
follows;— Doug. Bright-M.G.T.C., Barry Campbell- M.G.A. 1600,

Dan Casey- M.G.A., Brian Finan— M.G.A. 1600, Ian Michels— M.G.T.F.,
Bruce Neville— M.G.T.C., Keith Reynolds— M.G.A., Brian Tebble-
M.G.T.D., Al1l members interested in supporting this venture, should
contact Bill Thomas. Come and see us at Iowood and ¢all at the
pits after the meeting is over. See you at Iowood, April lst..




Queensland’s leading

CAR RADIO
SPECIALISTS

@ All leading makes
@ Newand Reconditioned Sets.
@ Low Deposit, Easy Terms.

MARSHALL
BATTERIES

now established in Queensland

QUALITY BATTERIES
FOR YOUR CAR ...

Save with Marshall

‘ 161-163 BRUNSWICK ST.
\ VALLEY. Phone 5 214l

or

A.W.BARRS

620 WICKHAM ‘5T.VALLEY |

PHONE 51 5011
SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION

DAVE EVANS

722 ROBINSON ROAD, ASPLEY. PHONE 602569
@

Induction and Extractor Manifolds made to specifications
Porting and Polishing, Waggott Camshafts

Space Frame and Suspension Unit Fabrications
(As Centaur G.T. for john French)

Trailer and General Light Fabrication

@




" whether buying or selling . .

consuft
Brisbane’s
leading |
Sports

car dealer. ..

f? - 221 Logan Road
Buranda
| Phone 912858

.
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