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By the Grace of God and with the aid of a teaspoon

THE  OCTAGON  LIVES

L
L

I would like to take this opportunity to extend a.
warm welcome to the new editor, whlch I would also like
to gratefully acknowledge,

Contributions, (there will be plenty, won't there?)
may be sent to :-

Phil Heath,
9 Myuna St.
Bulimba 4%71

Phone 95 5913 (Home)
52 5691 (Work)

Contributions may also be left at the Clubrooms or
handed to a Committee member,

The Club owes a large thank-you to immediate past-
editor, John Campbell, who has been producing excellent
Octagons for aeons, s0 here it is - :

Thank you, John.

And thank you all
—— odo ———
Don't forget the Rally on 3-4th August. Please

ring and offer your services to Mrg. Ann Thomson at
78 1368, '
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When -the road ahead s an Uphill cLIvs

A.H,C.C. Round 3} dt, Cotton
Rule Brittania
England Swings
There'1] always be an Englang
Deutschlang uber alles,

- Brieflys Murray Binghan dominated g geherally slow
bractice session with & Massive 44,4 sees pun = on which
he destroyed hisg car and the fence after the finish, He
then retired - 5 pity. _

His car impressed everybody with its immaculate appearance
and finish, g1 Pregidente Peter Rayment had a typiecal day
- once in the nuts, once Up the bank, ang once a time of
50.4 secs - g20d enough for fourth Overall, and to be
fastest tirme by a Queenslander. And Speaking of excursions
Holinger suffered g monstrous lose down the first Bill
but the mantg reflexes arc fantastic, '
One of the best Performances of the day was by John

Lungren (is he really only 3 feet tall?) who bested with
0.8 secs - David “iles wiil heed to use hisg right foot a
little harder now,

Tappo was neat in the high revving 180B, while Lyndon
Arnel showed bursts or acceleration interspersed with
bursts of sick notor,

0ld friend wiir Slater won his Class, again, ho hum,
S5ee you next year, we'll have the trophy engraved before-
hand, Barry Nixon-Smith frightened two televigion camersg-
men - and the Curse of the Course because he lubricateqd the
track with Several quarts of good 0ld cooking oil,
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AH.C.C. (Cont,)

Overall, a small but quality-packed entry made for
an interesting day's racing, Ve hope to see you all at
Mt, Cotton for the next Meeting. '

—-_—— 000 ——

GO MAD - GO METRIC

Metric Conversion need not be confusing, To make it
all simple for you, here is a short rundown of what's
happening,

+++ A1l 35 mph speed limits will now be at 60kph, that is

unless the 60 is converted to BSF thread, whereupon it

assumes the value of %_TT .. = which can be simply con-
A

verted in anyone's "X 4y) head to a screw nitch of

17 inches/sq mile, So don't do more than 17 inches per

hour round town,

+++ A1l 60 mph limits will become 190 kph, or by the same
simple formula used before, about 49 inches per hour,

+++ Advisery speed signs will be fitted with radar% sonar
and shotguns - so don't forget that formula or you'll be
demolished by BR shot,

+++ Radar traps will be manned only by metric policemen
who weigh no more than 182 &bs or 47 2/3 kgs, whichever
comes first, No radar trap will be any less than 17 kgs
away from a pub, phone booth, and/or King George Suare.

+++ A1l Xilopascals will be destroyed on sight,

+++ One day when I find out, I'11 tell you what x & vy e
equal in the earlier formula,

+++ Try ringing the RACQ or the Police Dept - they know
less about it than I do - and what T know I've just told
you,

Confused? The last bit is what counts.

—= e
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NIGHT RUNS OR NIGHT MARES

You've all been vondering what has happened to the
Night run stories., The Octagon's mild mannered reporter
has been extremely busy trying to excape fron a telephone

booth - some twit shut the door on me and I could'nt get

What an exciting year it is, As the series extends
into the seventh round, Alan Conway leads the drivers

points score whilst wife Colleen is topping the Navigators
section,

The first for the year was directed by David Tait where
the B's of Rolly Wetzig, Bob McMurdo and Gary Whittaker
featured well, In_February, Libby took the field through
the unflooded suburbs of Brisbane (certainly a limited
area), While Brisbane dried out and MG members were
planning their routes to Melbourne, Pot pot and Flash
Simpson were discovering new areas on the back roads of
Stafford, For all those weary travellers who arrived
back home (I don't think we lost anyone) the Conways
provided some headseratching monents around the East
Brisbane area with their cle ver run, e 7 '

Unfortunately, May saw the hanging of two
organisers, The skeletons of Bob McMurdo and John Heath
can be viewed in the back room at Wickham Street. The
whole of the MG Car Club was left running around the
usually quiet Ashgrove suburb, lost and trying to find
their way out, June's run was a little routine devised
by Neil McNeil when we visited the western suburbs,

That is a very brief summary of-the year's pro-

ceedings to get you enthused for the July and Auvgust
Events, ' _

- 000 ——
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T0 MOTORKHANA

I'm back dribbling - er - describing Club Motor-
khana action for the Octagon. After being flooded with
such great offers as Inmitation OBE's and s year's supnly
of 0il, how could I refuse,

The first Motorkhana for this year was decided in
John Campbell's favour from Malcolm Sniden with Steve
Austin in third spot., It was such a pleasant day in
amongst all that cloudy weather, that it was a pleasure
to drive a sports car open and not bother about rain,

The second motorkhana for the year saw another
beautiful day which was snoilt by the absence of many
regulars, Perhaps they believed the event would be
cancelled or were just canitalizing on the current
spate of Pine weekends (11th for this vear),

It was good to see the MGTD of Don Webster almost
- finished but for the painting, Trevor Penson enlivened
the day by fronting the Datsun 249 2 getting into the
swing of things with the Datsun being manhandled over the
courses,

Whilst on the subject of new faces, we saw the
welcome return of the Club's racing Grandad, Merv Payne,
sans beard, Merv downed regular Mini stars Greg Symes
and Peter Rayment but couldntt catch the flying Griffin
- actually the day turned into a practice dav for &
members who were "competing in the third round of the
Cham»yionship" the following week. Bruce Briggs put in
some useful practice, sideways ofcourse, with the Blue
Cortina never sounding better,

| Gary Whittaker was "taking it easy" in the B as this
| machine was suffering from wheels rubbing onto the inner-
| guards on full lock.

! See you all at the next round, Interclub Motorkhana
to be held on 18th August. Results over the nage
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Motorkhana (Cont)

Results -~
1. P.Griffin 175.0
2. M. Payne 182.9
3. G.Synes 184.3
4.,  P.Rayment ' 188.6
5. DBe.Briggs ' 189.9
6. T,Penson 190,1
7. M.,Spiden - - 192.4
8. G.Whittaker 274,2
9. D.Webster 2209.4

Remenber - Australian Championship 7/8th September,

BODS __AND _ BENDS
A new MG has found its way into the Club through
the ownership of an MGC by Xen Potiter, 1If's Ken's
new pride aild Joy and should be Concours condition
very ‘shortly.

Tony Voevodin is distressed to report that the

heauLlluW axls trarping BRG TF has vean soid gie
ainute's silence, please.

John Heath has a Rover 2200,

2ob McMurdo has an MGB (dead) a Sprite {(Deader) an
Austin 1820 (stop swearing) and a Honda Civie (brand
new)., Next purchase is a chauffeur.

Ah, wasn't Mt. Cotton July meeting peaceful with-
out Ann Thomson? Not really ‘cause I ran out of 01g-
arettes, ANN WHERE ARE YOU? I'M DYING FOR A SMOKE
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Interesting to note that the P76 in the World Cup
Rally suffered from .... the dreaded MOWOG ... still the
menane has not been eradicated. ' :

Derek McCreary very i1l with a bad dose of foreigners
tongue. Hope you're cured soon, Derek.

That's a bit low,

Malcolm Camnbell has purchased a ,... Hobie Cat
(gasp) ... believing that 2 hulls are better than one.
Was last seen fitting double-acting Konis to the rudders
but was having great difficulty in finding the clutch.
9o here's to Malcolm - Hullo Sailor!

We'll have to organize a club regatta - what with John
and Phil Heath, Gary Whittaker, Malcolm Campbell, Kerry
Horgan and no doubt several others all in the wet get,

Whatever hanpened to Jeff Ferguson? Does Peter
Rayment smoke dope? Will John Barram ever get a Toof?
Will Alan Conway escape from the 270 ft rubber Santa
Claus? Can John Kelso find his missing sprite cylinder ?
Does Joan Appleby know what she's let herself in for?
Can anyone tell Joan Appleby what she's let herself in
for? How does Vince ever fit into that Honda? (with
great difficulty) Who owns the new vellow Renault? When
will HMAS Melbourne ram another destroyer? Can Joan
Appleby afford any more children? (tynist - No 11 are
enough) The 270 ft rubber Santa Claus wasn't after Alan
put Colleen is in for an interecting Christmas.

The answers to all of the questions unanewered - plus
mach, much, more can be found in the next
exciting
episode of

B SRR ooy Ve o



“ A

THE OCTAGON -8 = JUIY 1974
STOP PRESS

HMAS Melbourne has rauamed HMAS Penquin - a difficult
task because Pengquin is a shore establishment 200 yamds
fron the sea. The Captain has becen decorated for
initiative, '

Lakeside sprints saw the Moorehead MG Mazda conme
back with a vengeance to score fastest time for the
flying quarter nile,

July 13-14 was a great time for Vince Appleby =
After gaining fastest standing lap and fastest flying
lap at Lakezida, he gained the Top six eliminator at
Mt., Cotton, and took the overall trophy for the
weeckend, '

Please organize another Pub night - my God I'm
thirsty.

—— 0Do ——

WET WEATHER AND SLICK
( CAIIS Report May 1974)

At several race meetings this year, competitors
have expressed surprise (and some other reactions, too)
when scerutineers would not permit them to use "slicks"
in wet conditions,

Quite clearly, scrutineers and Clerks of Course
have exactly the came responsibility in this erea as
“h others concerning safsvy. They con'™s allow cars
to race with worn-out tyres, or with other unsuitable
equipment, It follows that they will not allow carw
to race when fitted with unsuitable tyres; and nost
untreaded tyres are NOT suitable for racing on other
than virtually dry tracks.

This is not an area where the competitor is in
a position to make a decision concerning his own, and
more particularly, others people's safety: It is the
responsibility of the officials appointed for that purpose.
L ———— 4
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M.G. Car Club (Qland Centre)
Dear Sirs,

I must write to ask where the pre-
meeting publicity was for your round of the Austrslian
Hill Climb Chamnionship.

I feel that any Club which fails to
adverthe or poorly advertises a meeting of this standard
perhaps doesn't deserve to run one. Many of our New
South Waleg Clubs coulid have run the meeting at a much
greater profit and with much greater Public Interest
and isn't that what it's all about?

I must say that this is the first
year I have felt the need to complain about your Hill
Climb - in previous years the publlclty and the meetings
have been excellent

Had I known about the meetlng I'd have been there
in June as would quite a number of people from down here,

Honing to know of next year! s meeting before it
happens,

Yours
(Mrs) Lionel James

Does anyone know who (Mre) Lionel James of Ryde
NOW 15? And could we have & reniy from the Commlu*eﬂ as
thiz ie not tThe firss Time thao t the lack of publilicity has
been nmentioned,

ED,

\|
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ENCOURAGE _ AWARDS

The last two winners have been -
BARRY LOCK
and
' BARRY WRAITH

Congratulaticns both of you, It could be thought
that both these drivers are too experienced to ever make
the grade, but if the rest of the Club must bounce off
the furniture or gently expire the adjudicators have to
turn to the more expert,

- 000 -
NOVICE RALLY
If this issue gets out in time we need more afficials
and a caravan for our Barry Purdy Modern Motors Novice
Rally on 3/4th August, : _ _ -
The caravan has to go to Crows Nest, good bitumen
the whole way., When you get there you can sleep in

your car {(if we don't find you a job), the van is for
the workers,

- (o]0]0} -

OPERATION - CLUBROOM CIEANUP

. Like everything else, it looks as if the Clubroom

‘rent will be going up. If we can manage to stay there
we are going to try to have a grand redecorating night,
Can anybody get us cheap, or better still, free paint?

We can probably do with some painters and at least
one carpenter to mend bwoken tables and chairs,

——e 000 m-—




!i. % —

THE OCTAGON - 11 - JUIY 1974
ODD BITS OF NEWS

- C.A M5, West Australia has change of address.;fj
353 Rokeby Road, Subiaco, W,A, 6708, b

A Stewards meeting will be ehld at the Soccer Club,
Perry Park, on 2nd S eptember at 8 p,m., Will Club
stewards piease attend even 1f you haven't had a job
this year. Let CAMS office (36 4872) or Joan Apnleby
or Ann Thomgon know if you can make it, 3

A meeting will be held in the CAMS office, 11 Nash
Street, Rosalie at 8 pm on 16th September to formulate
plang for a training scheme Ffor scrutineers. For vour
information, there'are only four official CAMS scrutin-
eers in Queensland, the rest are machinery examiners -
and some should certainly be upgraded after suitable
training, Others, of course, are wheel kickers (you got
four wheels mate, you can run), we hope these also will
attend, and see the error of their ways. The committec
will make a point of contacting some members, but anybody

~who 1is dinterested should get in touch with Joan or.Ann,

It has been suggested that alevy of $1 pér entry
should be made a% race meetings for the express purpose
of purchasing additional fire-fighting and. rescue equip-
ment, This noney would not go direct into the general
funds of the various service clubs, although they would

~decide how it was to be spent, David Harding has ex-

srezsed-his willingnesg to he regpong?

ey 7 i a PO o)
haible for the cceonnt-

ing, Unfortunately the matter will not hewe been dis-
cussed by your committee before publication of this issue
of the Octagon. Tt seems reasonable, however, that those
persons who may need the equipment should contribute
towards the costs, instead of the moriey coming out of
general ciub funds, The question then arises - shoula

we make a similar or perhaps smaller levy on all hill
climb entries? Once again, it seems more equitable that
the nut-shell benders shouid vay for these benefits,

Even if we have been lucky enough not to need the: equip-

'-ment_yet,.we have to have it there, Would all G/C and

. Yo
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0dd News Cont.

1/C licence holders and all closed hill climb conmpetitors.
| please rind or write Ann Thomson and let her know their
| views, If you don't let her know you are anti, it will
f be assumed you are prol

S.P.A.R.C., will be holding their usual Speed Week motor-
khana on the evening of Thursday 7th November, 1974,

gurfers will be conducting the 1975 A.G.P.

" An additional round of the 1975 A.T.C, has been granted
to Queensland, This is to be held at Lakeside, subject
to certain work being carried out, '

personal Accident Insurance for trials is now %2 per
crew member. Officials insurance remains at D% ‘BE
car. The other aspects of P.A. Insurance discussed

in the last Octagon are still not decided.

We regret our inability to forward your copies of
CAMSREPORT - we only received ten and not being loaves
and fishes experts - no can do, '

As from 1.1.75 balaclavas of approved heat resistant
material must be worn in any event when the use of
helments is required,

Addition to 1974 Calendar., Round VIII of the Austral-
ian Fornula IT Championship (Van Heusen Serieg) will be
held at Takeside on 8th Decenber,

CLUBMAN FORMULA - A correction,

The following amendments should be made to your copy
of issue number 30 (February 1974)

Page 2, Clubman Formula

2., General Characteristics:
(d) "Para 4(b) below" should read "Para 4.2 below",

S —
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Clubman Formula Cont.

4,:Body Work Regquirements:
{c) Thé overhang of the body should not be more than
one third of the wheel base to the rear and to the
fI‘Oﬂt.....oo . .

——— 000 ———

NEW_MEMBERS

On behalf of the Committee and Club members we wish
to welcome to our ranks the following people. We hope

‘that your stay in the M.G, Car Club will be a long and

happy one.

J.Bidstrup

K.Berger

G.Scott

K.Drew

J.,Williams

G.Bennett

D.Milner

D.Ceary (once again)

e 000 —=-

Did you hear about the driger at Lakeside Races yes-

" terday who was heard to say - "I'm going to get Wettex

to sponsor me, What T need is a great big sponge attach-
ed to the bottom of the motor, so that I can spew oil
as much as I like, It will be wrung out every three

“or-four neetingsY

Good to see Ken and Tan Peters battling the races

out together., I wonder if it is legal to have two

brothers racing together, and the other working as chief
Timekeeper, It must be some sort of record to have

Jim, Ken and Tan all involved in Motor S»ort at the one
time. Hope they keep it up.

o bt i s m s AR P s A b e i, = o — -
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HOW DO YOU REMEMBER ALL THE NalES, BECAUSE TF YOU LEAVE

-

&0 0ONE OUT THEY ITGAT GOT DIRTY AND TN —---=

All of which is a prelude to the annual trauma of
trying to keep a complete list of those members who
helped with the Hill Climb Championship meeting - other
than the Committee.

Firstly, ofcourse, there's Andy Hockley, The usual
smooth and competent job as C of C. Wonder 1if he ever
has nightmares about it. Brad Hart brought his ute down
to help with fence repairs, and did we work them both?
We did and they did,

Ray Quinn and John Fraser on the public address - ne-
ver knew Fraser has blue knees - only blue movies, John
Kelso should obviously have a new career as publicity
officer - even got himself oA the air, but all these PR
types are exhibitionists.

Meryl Miles and the girls from QFMCC selling metres
and metres of raffle tickets (Metric conversion gets rid
of nasty pun that's been round the club too long). Ton
Hatton and Ian Peters on crash rescue, Tommy bringing the
over useful caravan, Vince Appleby and Brad Hart were
machinery examiners when they weren't mending fences and
doing any other job that happened up. Mike Keown brought
his 'flu to help with the timing and Steve Austin brought
his cement to help out the 0il Dry. Col Sands putting up
signe and Pat Sullivan sending down his van, Phil Heath
and Paul Raper - the start line stalwarts, assisted at
various times by some of the parking crew like Ken Potter
Brian Dowdle, David Pearl and the others who gave a hand
and Keith Anéerson gave his usual donation and John Fraser
gave one too and Brian Tebble arranged to get the signs
for us and --- “ '

IF YOU IEAVE SOMEONE OUT THEY MIGHT GET DIRTY AND WE
SATD WE!'D KTEP A PROPER LIST THIS YEAR BUT .......
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| ) PROGRAMME |
Aug, 2 Natter Night

3 -4 Barry Purdy Modern Motors Novice Rally

9 - Exhibition Grand Prix (Meet at Clubrooms 8 pm)
1 Queensland Motorkhana Championship Round 5
16 - Touring Assembly
18 Intercliub Motorkhana at S,P,A.R.C. -
23 Film Night

24-25  Open Rally

30 Table Top Rally
Sept, 1 - Surfers Paradise Races
6 © 81lide Night
7/8 . Australian Motorkhana Championship (SPRRC)
13 Hill Climb. preparation night
15 _‘Hill Climb - Mt, Cotton
-20 Touring Assembly

21/22 IWarana Rally
27 Party Night - at Clubrooms
28/29 TLakeside Racew

| wan,  P0o: - wda

If you have any news for the Octagon, it must be sent
to Phil Heath Box 1847 G.P,0., Brisbane by ist of month
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The Official Journal of the M G.Car Club (Queensland Centre
Affiliated with the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport

COMMITTER | Home  Business
President: Peter Rayment 68 3196 35 5646
Vice President: David Miles 87 4976 21 2749
Secretary: Joan Appleby 57 1561
Asst, Secrebarys Mike Keown : 21 7886
Treasurer: Ann Thomson 78 1368
Club Captain: Mal Spiden 33 5769
Comnittees Neil McNeil 67 2800 52 6415
Libby Sullivan 74 1020 71 3322
Gary Whittaker 673727
John Moorehead 66 7129 21 3899
—— o0o —-——
CLUBROOMS | POSTAL ADDRESS
620 Wickham St, Box 1847, G.P.O.
FORTITUDE VALLEY BRISBANE' 4101
BRISBANE,
-—— 000  e=-

DON'T FORGET - Membership in the Club entitles you to
many benefits., One of these is to help all the other
members to keep the Club Active., How can this be when
you don't turn up to any events, or help in any work?
Please do some rethinking on your club allegiance and
help us to keep M,G. the best Club in Queensland,




