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President’s Report

Those of youwho have been keeping up to date with
the club goings on over the summer break may have
noticed a number of significant changes have taken
place. Firstly and most importantly has been the
seriousill health that has afflicted David Miles since
early December. | am pleased to report that after 6
weeksin hospital David is now at home recovering.

Just priorto David'sillness he decided that after 4 or
s0 years as President it was time to step down and
resume a normal life. Perhaps nobody deserves
more than David to have some time on “the
sidelines”. During his time as President many
changes, all for the better in my opinion, have taken
place. | will attempt to give a brief summary of
those changes to members to refresh your memory
of how far this club has come under David's
guidance. Atthetime that David took overthe role
as President of the club in March 2004 the
membership stood at 338; at the end of 2008 we had
780 members. In the Easter of that year the club
hosted the extremely successful MG National
Meeting in Warwick at which David excelled in his
role as President of the host club. Inthe weeks just
prior to this, the club lost the use of the building in
Donkin Street which had served us so well as club
rooms for several years. A temporary home was
quickly found in Albion but it was David who drove
the club away from its nomadic existence and
began the quest for permanent clubrooms. This
drive and determination led to the purchase of our
current home at Collinsvale Street in January 2005.
The improvements that have been made to this
venue since its purchase again can be directly
attributed to David's desire to convert this former
industrial building into a place where members can
come to relax and enjoy a drink, something to eat,
spend some time in the club's extensive library or
just havea good old “natter”with friends.

The Mount Cotton Hillclimb facility should perhaps
be seen as the “jewel in the crown” of David's
Presidency. Whilst John Davies was responsible
for making the initial developments happen at
Mount Cotton it has been David who has ensured
that our venue is now one of the leading club
motorsport facilities in Australia. So much of what
you now see (and can't see) is a direct result of

David's untiring efforts, and for that and all the
many other things that you have done, David, |
thank you and Meryl on the behalf of all MGCCQ
members.

David's resignation along with the resignations of
Bruce Bayliss and Kevin Ponting as committee
members has meant that the club has had to find a
new President and two new committee membars.
The thanks of the committee also go to Bruce and
Kevinfortheirrecent efforts. | have agreedtofillthe
role of President until this year's AGM. | will not be
standing for election in September. | only recently
stepped down from the committee and as Vice
President so that Carly could remain in her role as
Treasurer to help ensure that the club maintains its
strong financial position. Tony Slattery has joined
the committee, bringing with him a wealth of MG
and motorsport knowledge. | would like personally
to thank Tony for his support at this time. We still
have one vacancy to fill so, if you're keen to put
something back into the club, please contact either
myselfor Elaine Hamilton.

By the time you are reading this the club's annual
dinner and presentation of trophies will have taken
place. Congratulationsto all the winners - wouldn't
it be great to see a few different names on some of
the trophies this time next year? Thanks again to
Kerry Strange for her efforts to bring the whole
eventtogether. Thanks also must gotoJohnFrench
foragreeing to be our guest speakerand for keeping
us all entertained. To have people like John, Denis
Geary and our Patron Dick Johnson still so actively
interested in the club demonstrates to me what a
great clubwe really have.

The 2008 Tighe Cams Mount Cotton Hillclimb
Series presentations went off recently almost
without a hitch. | say almost, as | forgot to mention
a very important group of people who support our
club and its activities at both the hillclimb and at
race meetings. Theyare, of course, the officials, the
flag marshals, scrutineers, time keepers, clerks of
the course, event administration, fire & rescue and,
not to be forgotten, the canteen volunteers who
work sotirelesslytofeedandwaterusall. Averybig
thank to you all of you because, without you, there
would simplybe noevent.
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from Elaine...

W have a STOP PREESS caverfaryau! Alhaugh it
was too late ta have a repart af the Club's annuoal
dinnarand presantatian of photas we were ableta
get this phata af the traphy recipients available in
time to make the caver The trphies waers
presented by Jahn French and it was goad ta hawve
aur Club Fatran DickJahnsan present as well at
aurvery well-attandeddinner.

In thiz izsue we have a profile of a Chapter
LCaoardinatar, infammatian an the winners of bath
Club traphies and hillslirmk awards as wall 25 2
range af general interast aticles. The rules farthe
Club trophies hawve been incorparated inta the
rezult sheet sa that vau will be aware of what iz
rneeded far yau to be eligible. Ther iz ane new
award far 20{E to hanaur Erian Tebble and the
wark he did in estaklishing tha hillzlimb and thars
will ke anather new award this year, danated by
David Rakinsan, ta encaurage yaung membersta
take part in matarkhanas.

Wayn e Fesd affers advice an haw ta ga fast at the
hillelimb, Richard Craostan daoes some persanal
rmuging and we have ane af Bruce |bbkatzan's
technizal articles whizh have faund avid radars
all around th&warld.

It has became increasingly difficult ta find space
ta reproduce mare af Ken Ekeling's memaries. In
this iszue, there iz the last chapter which will be

repraduced in the Octagan and, eventhen, it izin
abridged farm. This chapter documents his
carmpetitian in WEs befare his purchase af 2 TR2.
In the ather chapters, which are already seailable
an the Octagan page aof the Clubk's website, he
recalls sarly race reeting s at Strathpine, Lawaad,
sprints and hillclimbs, all af which are warth
reading as nat just Fan, but manyatheraarly Clok
mambers, featured in these avents. Ken's mcard
keeping pravides awanderful histarizal dacu ment
an thizeraaf matarspartin Queensland.

The urge ta find aut rrare abaut sarly rmatarspart
in LJueensland has bitten Malcalm Spiden wha
has been calling the State Library *harme' far the
past nurmberaf manths. Youwill find the first part
of hiz excallenth-researchad ardicle fascinating
raading and will k& pleased ta knaw that thare is
mare ta came. Richard Crastan began
msearching the histary af the Mt Caaotdha
hillelimband hasalsa became an avid rsearcher.
tcauld be interesting to bea'thy an the wall whan
heand Malzalmget inta canversatian.

Pleasa nate that the closing date far matedal tar
the April O ctagan is20th March.

Ploase alsa naote that if vau hawvent reneesd yaor
mambership by 20th March, wau wan't be
receiving an AprilOctagan. Make surethat doesn't

happenta yau!



Notice Board

The Clubrooms are open every Friday night with hot food starting at 6.30 pm with prices
starting aslowas $2.50.

Wednesday 25 Feb Midweek run Contact Elaine Hamilton 3893 2438

Combined Pre-War and T and Club run. Contact Dino Mattea 3263 2625
ar Ron Clydesdale 3263 6575. Meet at K Mart (cnrr Gympie and Webster

Sunday | March

Friday 6 March

Sat/Sun 7/8 March

Friday |3 March

Sunday |5 March

Sunday 22 March

Wednesday 25 Mar

Rds) at B:30am for a 9am departure.

Rocker cover racing Test and Tune night. Even if you are not going to the

National Meeting bring your racer to lend to someone who is going.
Contact Tony Slattery 3391 3022

Richard Mattea on 3325 0409)

waterless car care products

Day run

Midweek run

Tighe Cams Hilldimb series Round | (Mt Cotton)

State Championship Race meeting at Morgan Park (Contact

Guest speaker at Noggin 'n' Natter: Graham Smelt speaking about

Meet at the Clubrooms at 9am for a 9.30
start. Contact Ron Clydesdale 3263 6575

Contact Elaine Hamilton 3893 2438

Please consult the calendar insert for Chapter events. All Club members are reminded that all events are open to all members.

For a full listing of events, see the calendar in the centre of the magazine.
Please note that some dates could changs; updatas are available on the Club wabsite.

Welcome to the following new members! May they have a long and happy association

with the Club.

Edward Abbott
Wayne Adcock
George Brischetto
Patrick Collins
Steve Keown
Simon Klein
John McLean
Thomas O'Dea
Jimmy Ritchie
Hans Schuele
Matthew Stock
Rob Hayward
Quentin Kindred
David May

Dave Brennan
Dennis Fairley
Dylan Bigg
Quinn Boucher
Brian Gibbs
George Williamson
Robert Fraser
Robert Behan
Anthony Sheil
Stephen Girardi
Elizabeth Dowler
Trevor Rose
Kenneth Wilson
Darryl Barrington

Cody Collins
Ryan Collins
Jason Federoff
Alan Heath
Matthew Leslie
Ron Prefontaine
Mark Smith
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LETTER FROM DA VID MILES

Having stepped down as President, | believe that a
brief explanation to all members, bestwishes to my
sucoessol and thanksto all who provided =0 muceh
help, suppart and encouragement over the past four
wears, isinorder.

Why letter of resignation, given to the committes on
Cecember Eth.,, comprehensively details the
reazons far my decision and, in the best interest of
the club and those who now determine its future
direction, shaul, | believe, remain confidential. |
would pointout, howewver, that the underlyingiz=ues
were not due to my health, but to the effect that
numeraus, continuing issues were likely to have
upon it. My hospitalization just a few days after my
rezignation was not in any way related, being a
different izsue entirely Please be assured that it is
my intention to remain 2 member of MGCC (G},
and | will help in whatever area the Prezident and
Committee seefit. Thisiz agreat cluband, providing

tdevelopment at Zilzie
when opened, will be

Gurney T.Clamp

Richard i=given the help and support he deserves,
will continueto be =0,

| believewithout a doubt that Rizhard Mattea iz the
best person awailable for the job as President. He
has the expertize and experience to handle all
aszpects of our activities and, given suppartfrom the
committee and membership to guide the club
through what look like being difficult times ahead |
will oversee continued growth and success.

Thanks to all the members who have visited,
phoned, left messages, sent cards and e-mails, ete,
etc. | have been quite overwhelmed bvthe number of
people who havetakenthetime to pass on their best
wishes, offers of help and =0 on. It has been an
honour, pleazure and privilege to have sened this
club a= President, and Mend and | look forward toa
long and continued association with MESE 1.

Be=ztRegards,
David Miles
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The secand af the Surfers Paradi se discs of Erier Thomas pholos has now been
campleted and iz available far sale thmugh our Kegalia arder farm. In scanning the
negatives lats af interesting phatas were faund buot, farClok mambers, sare af the
rast interasting werataken atthe Tasman rreeting held in Febroary 1975,

At that meeting the drivers wha included Chriz Aman, Warwick Brown, Jahn Lefflar,
Barrie Coaper, Kev Bartlett, Max Stewart, Graham Lawrance, Sraame MoCrae, Jahn
McCarmack wara takan an a parade lap in MEs. Maybe some Club mamibers will
recagnize themsehves arthaircars inthe fallowing phatagraphs. Thare are 11 phatas
atthe MiSzin tatal sanatallcan be reprmoduced hare.

13 M3E Reg Ma PUCE1E, Midget MUPS55 and
MEE FIM 112

Mare interasting M phaotas fram the past have been provided by Bichard Crostan wha, alang with Mal
Spidan, has been ressarching the histary af matarspart in Queensland. Pictured is Bay Bulsack winning
tha Myt letown sprnts in his MG midget in 19534 The rega numberafthis caris Q31 7E-E7.
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Aftar ten years an Carmmittes, the las five as President, David
Miles tenderad hiz regsignatian in Desamber. Thiz was Davids
secand periad af service ta the Cluban Carmmittes, the first being
frarm 1968 ta W75 with the lasgt tea af thase as Prasident. During
Davide time as President frarm 2004 ta 2008, amangst ather
achigvements, he faund the Club a permanent hamae, established
the faur surrent Chapters and nodured the hillslimb. [t is a5 a
result af his stewardship af the Club that rmembarzhip nombers
saared during thistirre. Thankyau, David; yaur santributianta the
Club has been enarrmao s and wethank yao far it Atthe sametire,
wiz thank Fichard Mattea, ViceProasident frar 20052008, far
taking an the rale af President and Paeter May far ascepting the
pasitian af Vice-President.
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NATICNAL MEETING- GEELONG
EASTER 2005

wwrwmgesgeelang.caman then click Mat Meet logo ap bottam
left of scveen)

150200 iz the slasing date far earky-kird registratian dizeaunts
and farpre-arderaf dizcounted regalia.

2050 isthe slasingdatefor registratian.

Regisiralion can naw be campleted and paid far anline ar
printed and rmailedwith yaur payrrent, bot it rost be received by
last rmail an 2805 08, Dissaunted registratian fees are mailable
if received and paid far priar ta last mail 15020 (ses website
Ak

Eegalia can be ardered and paid faranlineg ar mailed with yaor
payrrent ta MECC Geelanyg. Discaunted prices are availak:le ta
thase resaived by 15,02 04,

Fegalia can be sallested at the eventar a $30 postage fee will ke
shargad.

Minirnal stack will ba available at thevenoe but sizes etocannat
ke guaranteed. Size charts and self measoring details are
anlina.

Early ard ers can request nat t havetha large laga an the baskaf
garmants.

All Supplementary Regulatians, Mewsletter 1 and Bulletins 1 &
11 are naw available anling at the abave website.

Fyaudanat haveassesstathe internet, please santact Nathl et
Caardinatar, Desley Calling, an 07 2245 51400 D408 57 56 20

The Clubwan will nat betaken down ta the Natianal Mesting this
yaar,
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BELOWY: Scott Ramesay sant in these phatographs taken by hiz san while stoudying '

phatagraphy at schaal. As well as stodying phatagraphy, he is abviaosly alsa studying
MGz, Mamy than ks far the phatas.

For pictures please see page 11

Sirran Lake has the fallowing interesting repart: "Owar the Christmas Break Dannielle and | decided ta
chuckthekidzinthecarand ga visitthe in-laws doen in the Hunter Valley regian fara fee days.

Whilewewerathere daing thetauristthing af sampling thewines the canversatian abaut abjectsta find in
back sheds amse betwesn Phill oy fathar in-lawd and ma. Phill then laaked acrass at meand asked Lhad
seen thega-kartthat aneaf hismates hand built and was staring under hiz hause.

Later that day we arrived back at thehause and, Being intrigued, | went inta the garage ta dig aut the “Ga-
kart". The previaus daywss had already pulled aot the peewses matarbikes and eledricsarcfarthe kids bot

anthizday, underthis pike af baxes, ald rallsaf carpet, painttingand ather azsartreant af jun k, we had the
ga-kart unsavered.

Aftar rarraving the sustarm made carcaver | naticed it wag a scale MG TF (| sould be proven wrang hare)
parwarid by 2 55 harsepawsr Handa engine. [t had wira spake wheels, hand mad e fibreglass bady, teak
dashbaard and tan leather interiar. Unfartunately we ware unable ta drive it due ta the stearing salurmn
was braken; alsal cauld barely fit in itas you san tell by the phatas. The kids fitted perfecthe”



Awailable from

Lakar Poinl Company Creenslard Rd, Darra

237h 6033

Goaarlorguea £524 85 Pacific Hwy Slacks Creak

SH0E 2020

Paforma nca Warld 144 Farric St Virginia

JE6 B BEED

Awmtabarn Lavwman £30 Gympie Road, Lawnton

JBEY 74586

R.J.E Aulas Shad 420 Paislay O Lawrtorn
Swrifl Raca Engihas 1714 Rodwall 5t, Archarfield

JBE1 2663
2ETA123

John Whils Race Enginas & Dashon St, Weelloergabba

2391 8533

For New and Second Hand
Parts and Car Sales,
Please contact Wayne Henma

Our contact details are as follows:

Address: Ph/Fax No: 07 4661 2384
PO Box 1312 Mobile:0413 511 470
WARWICK QLD 4250 Email: sales@thehousecfmg.com.au

The House Of @
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Cangratulatians to Brant and Selena Rayment an

the moent Bith af thair first child, a daoghter
narred Rebecca May.

Cangratulatians ta Ann Tharmsan, Club meamber
46, whao was hanaured by CAMS with a Life
M ermbership at the Matianal CAMS aeard dinner
in Decarmbar 2008 The Award af Lite Mamberchip
was intrmduced in 19E2 and Ann is ane of anly 20
peaple ta have received the Award in thase 26
WEATE,

Cangratulatians ta cammittes mamber Matthoe
Halmes, hiz wite Tracey and their twa zans
Lachlan and Liam an the bith af a daoghter
andsister, Caitlin Lav isa, an Au stralia Day.
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'NeWw' M1GB aT U6 atthe Hill

Thergz a' new’ MBE 5T VE at the hill. 1 is driven by And rzer Marriaott
[pictured; phato by Russall Witt). Andrew, in hig first drive at Wt
LCattan, recarded times af 5662 an hiz first run, 59859 an hiz secand
run, then 5T 4Tand finally 56.58. This wan him the Maost Impraved
Traphvy far the day whizch goes tathe firsttimer at the hillzlimb wha
cangistently lowers histiresthraughaot thed ay.

Exprassions of intersst ars being called for Levbiurn Sarints. The form i on their

wobsits |eyburnmotorsorints. com.au

Pleaza nate the new standardized methad af listing tems far zale in the Classifieds an the Clo bwebste
davised by new Clok Vice-Preagidant Beter May and Webmistress Slenda Crew. Many thanks ta bath af
thern farthis impraverant ta a great serviceaffered by the Club thraug hthewebsite. Innavatians like this
can anly ke irmplamented by hard wark by bath Peter and Slendaandfarthiz wathankthern.

MewicePresident, Peter May haginitiated anew type of vaar-lang raffle to add interest to the Shrisinnas
HNoggin'n' Mater. There will ke rroltipls prizes whizh arswan thraugh 2 versian af a lusky d Roe oo can
chaassyaur awn tickets frarma mapan the wall af the clu Braams and yau can buy as many asaften asvau
likie. The rare tickets that are sald, the rmare prizes there will be. Loak far mare infarmatian an the
Clubmarriwallz inthe nearf utu r.

If wau wauld like to danate something apprapriate 2z a prize far thae rafflear hacea business which wauld
likieta danate an itermar aservice a5 a prize, please cantact Peteran 548955167

LIDDLE’S
___ CVLINDER HEAD ENGINEERING _—

Cylinder Head Repairs and Reconditioning
58 Bullockhead Street, Phone:
Sumner Park, Qld. {07) 3376 2991




&

dd

1270 "AMSaries Engine
Campletaly
recand itianed, Liddle
Head, 25/80 carmsh aft,
lightened flyewheal,
balanced, uprated
cluteh, digtributar f
required.  $4 50000,
Will cansider part
axchange far 1278
angine. Phana Fetar
Tighe 47 B43h 2247
Fridayta Sunday.

nt

Phane Fater Tighe 47

Crawn Wheel

suit MGE. §

Gearkax M1 MGB
fully recanditianad.
FiE00.. Phane Peter
Tighe 47 B43h 2247
FridaytaSunday.

gnette

54

W
. Braach and Punch
Presz as.s, na taaling.
20000  Phane Peter
Tighe 47 E43b 2247

* FridaytaSunday.
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For Sale

vith naw ald
d in June

Lathe Hercus®" - ib"
centra to cantre, 3 & 4
j1aw chuck, Jacabs drill
chuck, same taaling,
zingle phase $500.00
Fhane Petar Tighe 47
b4zh 2247 Friday ta

uit MEB.
nditianing.
Fhane
piden a7




Select people, Select cars

specialised insurance for classic, modified, imported and prestige cars australia wide,

INSURANCE FOR THE CLASSICS

all claims settled by your local office
Torgue to the people who care 1300 349 769"

*for the cost of o local coll - moblle rates apply te calle irom mobile phones.

This inaurance product i3 issued by Lumley General Instrance Limited ABN 24 000 D34 279.
AFS Licence Mo, 261457 and is subject to underwriting acceptance conditions. To decide if it
iz right For you please carefully read our relevant Policy WerdingProduct Disclosure
Statement (where relevant] before you make any decision. You can obtain them from any
Lumisy office or by lolophoning 1300 149 T4%.

Offices in
adelaide,
brishane,
canbherra,
melbourne,
perth and
syidney
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BreakiastRun 7th Deecenmher2008

By Ron & Bev Clydesadale

Wwhile it looked a little evercast and had been raining
heavily during the night, the meming turned sut quite
nicely. Ther was no sign of the foreoast showers
which possibly deterred some of the usual attendees.

The drive acrossthe Hornibrook Highway and along
the E=planade to Suttons Beach was very pleazant,
and the few hardy souls who rose early enjoved the
zlean barbecues and restful picnic area adjacent to
the beach.

The following members attended

Gary and Danwrn Lanwrre noe msB
Dawvid Phillips MEB

Emal and Wendy Hoger Ford Territory
Tathy Bartley and Jayne M4STF
BlackPeter and Mede Foberts M58
RedElizabeth Collins =B
FedCyril and Mare Bennett M4ETF
BRGAlAN and Joyee Tebbutt M4STF

John and Pat walker MEBET
Stewve and Lesley Pyott Mitzubizhi Magna
Fon and Bew Clydesdale M54

Tony and Debbie Slattery MiEZR



. Eamutian

Caring for cars with character

+ Logbook semvicing &all mechanicalfepais » Vehicle tuning
* Vehicle inspections * Restoration, race & track preparation & track day support
* The Prestige & Classic car specialists

Chris and Cameron are fully qualified to ;g.wim and maintain
all makes of '.'t':hicledpem'alised training (dealership & factory)

——

Bogan Street, Albion QLD 4010
Call Chris or Cam on 07 3256 1966

werw automationgld. com.au | emall; info® awtomotionglo. com.au

| AR L
. [m«ﬂdrrwhrﬂhﬂmﬁwndhcm;:s:wmwms.
Hmynfﬂlmqufmﬂhfwﬂle.

{1 ABINGDON SPARES) AN BT
182 ANNERLEY ROAD, DUTTON PARE, BRISBANE, Q. 4102.
TELEPHONE {07) 3844 2881 FAX (07) 3844 8278

| company Tun by :
@ o rl'L-:q::lﬂllllf enthusiasts. Email: ahl“mn@]usch},mm'aﬂ
onEMUSIES Wehsite: www.angeloy.com.au




BOOK

The following book has been made available
for review by Capricorn Link.
Itwill now becorme part of the Slob'=libran.

myreemunany ERNNNENREY

How To Weld

By Todd Bridigurn
Reviewed by Harvey Mills

Thiz book iz suitable for
experienced welders of
zome time back to bring
thermselves up to date
with welding methods,
welding equipment and
metals. For those who
wizh to be able to weld,
far =ewveral reasons, a
beginner to he able to
neatly as=z=emhble
compeanents into a
whole, . where nut= and balt= would be considered
un=ightly or inacce=sible, for the experienced where
they may wishto branchoutinto another areaor type of
wekding. In restoration and in =ome cases repair of
wvehicles itwould be almost impossibletocarny outthe
job without thi= equipment and =ome knowledge of
workingwith it.

All current and popular welding types are covered,
inzluding gas, shielded metal ars (or stick}, gas metal
arg welding [or MHSY, gas tungsten arc welding (or
TH3}, brazing, =oldering,

retal eutting and arcwelding.

Each =skillz section finishes with a =eries of exercizes
and concludes with =equential captioned phetographs
andfullyillustrates the technigues taught.

The book iz comprehensive with fourteen chapters and
an appendixcovering the art. Tools and consumables
are readily available from all good suppliers of ga= and
gas equiprent.

The bookiz: How ToWwekd.
The authoriz: Todd Bridigum.
Fublizhed by: Motorbooksin 200E.

The=e books are also awvailable from all good
bookstares. For wholesale enguiries, please contact
CapricarnLink at sales@capricornlink.com.au.
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Epiphany

after a laot of reseanch | think | have the answer to this
hill=lirnbing caper.

By Way ne Reed

Every feaw wee ks araund 1280 of usturn upatthe Mt Cottan
hillkzlirnb track with a wide wariety of machinery all
desiyned to try and beat the 1ths and 19%ths arournd the
tiack ar atthevery least beat moreof ther thanthe otheis
inaurclace.

wile wait on the stait line for the light to tum green then hit
the accelerator ta break the light bearn and et the
1Mdthe off. Ite then a fight with the car trying to et
everything happening inthe rght arder at the rght tire:
1the and 10ths love missed gear changes or running
wide ac that gives more of therm a chance to get ta the
finic b line first.

Finallyuwecrace the finich lire and stopthe 11000 s, After
parking the car and taking 2 breather we head off to the
Ecare board to see haw mary of these |ittle bite of tirne we
have beaten. From oy experience its usually nat as many
aswethink.

Mast of us go back ta do sore soul searching and cuise
the weallaby thatran autinfront of the caeyes, the one that
M an e 58 Ea.

Wi then sta it to fiddle with the car, alter thetyre pressures
by & pourd or tews, adjust the shocks, dean the did off ta
improve the aerodynamics and tiy to out-peyche the
appasition. Sarry Shris, the Fiatdoesnt real iy leap araund,
the left rearwheslwabb e seeme tohave disap peared.

Hawing rade a8 rany small chang es as we can, often the
anky thing left toda ic spend sorme raney to make the car
Huicker

Thic then pute & value an theze little bite of tirre and,
beliews e, the rmoe you try to beat the mae edpensie
they becare.

| hawe spent mary hauis trging to fird ways of beating
thececunning little tads and srnidgens of tire.

Wihat | was laking forwas sarmething that everyore elee
b aeer ko kel

My esearch finally led e to bad news; no, its not bad
ries, s oo rewes, well s good news inthat the anuer
ic bad reie

“au see nothing travels faster than bad news, ite a
universal constant. So all we have to dais mix sore bad
ries with the fuel. It paye to uee anly el arrounts ae
bad rewe can bevery powseful. Wiz it tharoughb with the
fuel then strain a5 bad news alrost alweays has lots of
lurnps. Pauritintoyaour tankand hang an.

At the nest event | will be armed with a tank full of bad
news blend.

In an &fart to be sporting | am prepared to share this
araund sa if wou danit hase any bad news of waur own canme
ared see e Dwill arange somefor wau.
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BUYING A USED CAR?

Salect Car Salen wil do our begt ko find tha right car ak the fight prica far you.

Buying wholesale Is the “na frille” way o buy a car, saving yau maney .. of getting &
better car for your budget. You're welcome ta come along to the “dealers anly”™ wholkesala
auctions with me and make the ssiection yoursell. Vsl our welb siba for cars in slock,

www.selectcarsales.com.au

Alan McConnell: 0414 915 267  alan@selectcarsales.com.au
Motor Dealer Lic 21221356 ABN 34010 477 FOO

Luesnsland 4077
Telephane: O7 387 H06E
Faw: 07 3674 066




The Octagon - Fehr (8] 9@

SNVIASIN®O G GIN

This final funcfion for the year-was the
Chrisfrnas Mogoin 'n' Maffer. and those
whao pifched in fo help withthe catering,
serving and cleaning upwere kepf bosy all
night. Hopefully they were rewarded fo
some extent by the grafifude of the large
crowd whichaffended.

leawve if fi
appropri a

We'll |lef the pictures 'fell the sfory' and

Ut -imaninations fo provide
captions forthe phofos!
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST CALLED
FOR SEPTEMBER TOUR

The Carling Cowns Chapter is organising an MG Towr in Sept 20049 and all interested Club members
are invited to take part init. The Teur is frem 4 to 14 Sept and will be a hub rally based on overnig bt
stays in Gympie, Maryboroug b and Bundaberg. More information and an expression of interest form
arz availablz on the News page of the website or frorm the crganiser Gary Lawrznce,
Etmail gjlawrernce@Eaapt net.au, Pl DT46968314
Mobile: 04 27380851 of Post: 14 Grey Gurms Crive, Blue Mountain Heights 4352,



@ ocvaon - ravruary zooo [ | | N

2008 Tighe

Cams

mb Series

The Eeries came to 2 closehy fought conclusion
at the final hillelimb on Movember 20th when Bill
Marman and Paul Mastemaon tied on 92 points
after each had broken their class record three
times duringtheyear. However, Bill was awarded
the series win on a countback Likewise, a
countbackwas nesded to break the tie between
Steve Riley, Alan McConnell and Bamy mith for
best racing car.

The presantation of trophies took place on Feb Sacond outright and chss winner, Margue spons up o

6th, too lata to make it into this Octagon, so 1EE
photos from the presentation will appear in the Paul Maslersan PRET 22 poinds
Aprledition.

Many thanks to Russell Witt, Wayne Reed, Gany
ard Catrin Pitt, John Seed and Ken Krenske for
the photogra phs below.

Full resulis wera as follows:

Third cutright, Bes1 sedanand clkss winner, AWD
Farced ird uction and Eih in 1he Appleby Top Si
Michael Collins Subaru'WRE &1 points

Egries winner, Besl spors oar ard chss winner, Spons
ars up 1o 20000z and A inthe Apple by Top S
Bill Morman Sek &3 poinls

Bes1 meing car and chss winner - Farmub Vee
Lieve Riley Homel @0 paints
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Russell Srew trophy for best MG Farrmulz Libre up to 15000z
John Walker M&GA P=wl Wan Wijk BRKZOF

The new encouragement awards went to:

K=y Hawley Encourmgement swerd for Lady driver Formuk Libre 1501 oc and seer snd

Selise Peddie Honds Sivic Winnerof Appleby Top Six
Aln MoZonnell Wan Diermen RFST

The MEFZ00 Encoursge ment Ansrd for Male driver Sports oars 2001 ecand over
Soott Desn Toyots Tercel Soott Goody Gem Slubrian

s g~
The Ken and Pauling Gmbmmaward for best voung W rts 1801 to OO0
driver Jae Gollins Subaru WRX Sl
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Margue 5 pons H000 oo and over Improved Prod up o 16000
kn Feites BMW 23 John Gibson MisubishiGSR Lancer

| S T
Imprased Prod 1601 o S000c
Chris Skoane Daksun 1600

Sponts sedans up 10 Sotdco
lan Michels Toyof Coroll

T L

Spors sedans 001 oo and owver Impresed Prod S001 oo and over
Smn Murchison Mazda RXT Moel Presion Saab &2

RACE SUSPENSION

SERVICING SALES REVALVIMNG FLOwW TESTING DvMNO TESTING
HELFP WiTH SETUPS SPECIAL BUILDS

07 2260 5060 EC:-E#-.HI-_EE-'EZHZTF!E.‘a1EF-1EITEI-RE|F'I:IETE.E:E‘.-M..-!.LI
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Road registered up 1o 18000 Giraup K
Sieve Arlidge Sweuki Swill GTi Barry Smith Ford W& Specil

Read registered 1801 10 S000ce Giroup &
Mark Dursian Ford Escor RSSO0

Foad regisiered 2001 coand over Giroup O
L rmig Harnibrao k Halden Commaodare Wern Ha miton EMin 623

Af Joan Appleby's request, the Appleby
Top Six Awards were presented af the
frophies,

1 Alan MeZonnell “an Digren RFAT 62 paints
2 Riad Jahins Hawk Mk 2 §i paints
4. Bill Morman Sek 42 paints
4. DOarren Duffiekd RPW JAF 41 paints
5 dahn Beyce Kaditcha Wi 32 paints
Giraup b -1 Michael Collins Subaru WHE M paints

Brd Simfon Tomna GTR XL
FICTURES OVER THE PAGE
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Eih - John Boyoe, Kadicha Wil

CALL M€ GRUMPY!

By Richa v Sroston

Happy Mew Year welcore to 2000 lent it great to be
alive? My local Parliarentaian sent e 2 lether
cangiatulating e on getting ol Wy da | need to be
cangiatulated an getting ol 4? Everyone does that.

The finanaial rarkets have rrelted and ry super does 't
pay enawgh for ree to by aweekly bus ticket ta the City
and backeal can fogetabout ear by retice rment!

Bt weait,there s good news! Anna Bligh has rewarded
rme for being sencible and purchasing a srart washing
maching that waches clathe diffeently There ic acateh:
they a 5o busy cangratulating and rewarding people
they cart send e the money just yet | wonder what
wouldhappen ifldecided not to pay oy tases justyet.

Jerermy Clarksan said sarrething good on the Top Sear
& henwaboutt e < besy Sorvette ) wonde s will neverceace.
I 2ybe 5 W hae finallywear ked howto build 2 sports carar
ie Clar kson getting old and soft? | have to admit | have no
syrapathy forany of the o manufaeturers: they dese e
all the grief they get. Knowledseable aritice have been
carn plaining about the cap carsthe manufactuers have
beencarmrning down aur nec ke forthe laet 5 years. Look
at what happened ta MG fabulous spats car up o Wihe
then, in spite of & cormmitted wark force, Management
rmicrmanaged the whale thing intaablivion ar into China.
Perhaps one day therewill be 2 Chinese ME like an Indian
PR I=TE

Diuvireg the Shristrvae halidays | have been daoing a litt e
reseanch on the early motor sparting activates around
Ericbane befare WW2 Foy Buleack whose photogaph
appeais £lsewhere was an ascomplished spoteman in
that e, His matoring act atec ine luded rasing his 1205
Alis super Sparts at places lile Mt Coot-tha and Mt
Grawatt. In 1233 he irmported 2 J Type midget and
continuedwithhis success,

In the RAZ4s flying guader mile competition at
Wyt letowen, Ray and the MG Widget clocked a tinee of
1515 spcords tawin the upto 150ee class, Thed2 had a
giant 87ee, 4 aylinder, & hp enging and was capable of
around 130 kph, 5o if in 1933 ME can build creditable
sparte cars of thic type of pedormance and 2 mademn F1
car of 2,600 e ean develap T-20 hp why dowe have to
have an cver A0 enging todrive around our great big
heawy lurnps of sacal led rroder noaad car?

Perhape the car manufacturers willget the message and
the rrataristwill be able to loak forwad to sare exeiting
innovative forrme of land teanspart. Mearshile 1 owill
continue pedesting oy 1895 KWM2400. Perhaps | am maoe
like Burtunrathan Loz to ackrowledge.

(Edts note: Richard does notrrention it bere but be hasan
interesting ratorsport heditage. His grandfather, Wistar
Williarm Craston wanthe MtCaatthahillalirmban 15t Mow
1318 in his Hoprrobile and then fallowed that up with a
seaard autright placingan2ath Set 1321 ga it will be guite
& rrarre it for hirn when b, or Darmian, put the KM20 up
MtZoat-tha later this year. Hopefully Richadwill put pen
to paperor fingers to keyboard totellus all reore abouthis
farnily motorspart heritage a5 we understand there is
ok to be tald )



Shannons.
Insuring vehicles
from all eras.

T34 tzar 2nthuziast =1 Shannans, Qur veny carelitvely
pricad imsaancs includes ‘ealies lise agizes o,
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g A berog, Nelme guatenes on & rEpeis
ro bl re eacess and pay Ly U ool pesnion e,
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Repottby Aee Repoter

Fain on Saturday afternocon undid some of the
pieparation work of the venue from the previous few
weehs. The downpour ceated an uneven surface on the
entry road; however, the garly morning assistance from
neighbour Peter Meczame #nabled a better aceecs into
the site, whilsta ermall band of merbes ensured thetack
cuface was eady for the stad of eompetition. Sunday
wace veny hot and ruggy for the final round of the Tighe
Came HillZlimb series for X105,

Those who could win this series were Bill Horman, Pauol
Wacteizon, Steve Riley or Brad Stratton. Paul, Stewe or
Brad would need to break their respective class records
twice to win overall as long a= Bill did nat; if any of the
thiee broke their record only once the overall winner
would be the o mpetitor who lowered their class ecord
by the larger margin, Rod Johns was ahead inthe top 4
shootout cormpetition and would need to n in the final
topd run this day towin for the year

Fiist group to runthis meeting wee the Formola Libre
clacses. PaulWan Wijk (BRZOT, 4518 =) weon the upto1300
oo olass frorn Michael Ciccotelli (5 ladiator LS 500, 47 28]
In the 13H and over class Alan MeConnell (53565 wen
from Rod Johns (renaned Rod Hill in the Sourier W ail of
M Heowernbed in .59 secs. Rod's first runended gquickly
due to insufficient fuel inthefueltank beforehis besttirme
of 4058 geee. Ctn his last run oot of the hairpin Rod
encountered engine troub les. Later examination revealed
d wakles and 1 piston in number 4 oylinder was the
piob lern with ava e head fourd in the air bos. Mextwas
Darren Duffield (PRY ] in 4227 seee from John Boyee
[Kaditeha W F1, 4300), Bob Haines (HRC MK, 44.:1.3),
Murray Dowrnan Sordor Letus MET, 4821 and Tom
Lame (W WEaEp Racing, $4.301. The Formula Vee olacs
wacywon by W ichael People from Steve Riley with a 4993
tirne to B2 14 of Steveand Hoel Stanaway 42 45 seee. This
ic the first sub &0 second run by Michael and came aftera
corwersation with Steve which result in his azgquiring a
better engine fromSteve].

Eill Horman won the Sports Car class in 4144 = bt
without lowering the record, the SER now sprouting
winglete either side of the driving compadrent. Nesxt
were Terry Johne (51 35 then Cheis Johne (G265 now
with a bigrer turbo on the 557 oo engine of the Suzuki
Cappuesing and Brian Shearer MWestield Megabicd in
53.50 seee. Seott Soody weon the over 200 £ olass witha
bect tire of 4.0 in his SEM clubman from Sraham
Soody FEM elubran, 5009 seeE).

Margue Spoits Cais up to 160 oo saw Paul Wasterson
[FRET] ktver his cwen class record to 44 451 5. Next were
the ¢lose trioof Westield clubrnans of Ainsley Fitzyeald

[49.04), Bruce Chamberlain (@3.17) ard Ross Rundle in
49.45 see then John Broadbent (Triumph Spitfice, 52 280
with the MG Midgets of Peter Rayment 61471, Ron
Clhydesdale (651.51), Allan Densie (down frorn Bundabery
for the weelend. & 80) and Craig Densie (5310 ). Wayne
Reedwonthe 1601 to 2000 oo classwith 247 35 =82 run in
his Lotue 7fromSiles Cooper (Lotus Elice, 48 0] [and itic
cetainly wonderful to cee Siles back and able to
compete] fram John Walker (W34, 53.311, Ron
Piefontaine [in his newly purchaced hic Lotus Elice, 5341
£], the WMEF of Peter Andrews 5440, Malkeolm Spiden
[MSEBST, &7 .08), Don Roberteson (Toyota i B2, 6823, John
Frice (WMEE, §0.70) and Andrew Willesden (MEE, & .18
The larger capacity elasswith a new 200 2 300 e clase
record went to Steve Price with a 4814 =ec run in his
estfield SEclubrnan. Roy Davis (TriurnphSTE) was just
behind with a 4877 ser iun from lan Fettes (BRW 24,
4878, Mandy Tighe [Westiekd 5E clubran, 5.38],
Cameron Hurman (WMaxda FX T, 51021, Rose Buganey
[Dateun 2408, &1 .88], Dawvid Durnalo (Thiumph TR3A,
53520, Ared rew Marriott (MSE 3T W6, 54.58) and Michagl
Lane [in hic standard Maxda RXT, 5772 5], Andiew's
MEBET was modified inSydney in 1884, then purchased
ard resided in the CabooltureMoodiford area in 1990
before goiny to an owner in Sanberna, then residing in a
shed for § years. Andrew purchased the MG some 12
rmenths agoand is developing the suspension before any
wor konthe standa Rover W8 engine is to becomnpleted.
Unfortunately there i€ a bit of 2 mice in the engine at
present but thic doee not diminish the fun Andrew ic
hawingwiththecar.

The Road Regictered up to 1900 e¢ clacewaswon by Feiis
Lee (Horda Civic, 5l 7481, fiorn Steve Adlidge [Suzuki Swift
5Ti, &2.34) , Jeffrey Bird (Marris Mini, 8704, Celice Paddle
[Honda Cwic, 27, and Andrew Lake in the wery
stardard Lacer [d43). Jeffrey Bird had purchaced his
Mini (1088 e engine with Weber] for hic daug hterto drive;
howweve,r she did not want the car prefering a2 Barina.
‘hat elce could Jeff do except competeinthe WMini? Feiis
Lee had an up ard down month as he and David Homer
finiehed 2red in clase in the ecent Dutton Rally, then
recently had sorme urvanted visitors who stole his car
teailer. The surveillance footage shows 2 hooded persons
ucing bolt cutters to cut the secuding chaine and then
hite hirg Ferristrailer ontotheirear, which had the licence
plates corveniently rermoved . Unfortunately peopleof this
kind areevenmwhere.

Theuptoddddecclass saw Mark Dunstan continuetowin
thic clace in his Escot 52840 =ee run from Meville
Eeitwistle (Escort, 53441, Sraha mWaller (Fiat 125 turbo,
5A.H], Mev Newtonw ith his Codina for sale (85 .49 5], Dave
Sidery WA typed, 28], Daren Weston (Escort, 58530 and



Fabert MoAuley (Missan ExA, §7.44) . Jeff Cdharm wan
the larger capacity elase with a 7.1 time in hic Dateun
1600 frarn Barry Hayes fCommodore W3, 49.16), Peter
Fhillips {Tayota Starlet ST, 50 45), Sary Yong (Homda Civic
tuiba, 51370, Arnd e Price (Tayota Starlet, 520, Siaig
Harnibisa k fSormmadore Sfwagon whilst the sedan is
piepared for 200, 54.24) Steven Josiah (Tarana Ld, 57.346],
Bruce Baylize (dolwo 242457, B.4) and Raobert Brawn
[Commadore VB, G5.19 secs].

MichaglZalline wanthe Al heel Orive with a 4554 pce
run in his Subard from Slenn Hooper (IMitsubishi Lancer
Z5R, 45.41), Rodney Blank (Subaru WHE, 47421, Shane
Tappirg (Subaru WRE, 438 54), Jae Sallins ((Subaru WHE,
A1758), and David Michalean (Tayota Landcroizer, 51.5%
EBrE].

Ruceell Brysan wacs the guickest in the Improved
Fraduction up to 1600 e with a 5237 =ec time in his
SurukiSwitt ST Danny Mischak wean the 16071 ta 200000
clacswith 24571 tire in his Escort from Dean Tighe (in
Gary Pitt's Ezcant, 47.45), Sary Fitt (Escort, 45.73), Chiis
Sloane (Dateun-16ad, 44 .849], Tysan Cowie (Esoad, 44.8]],
Een Cowie (Escort, 51:446), Ken Krenske (Esoort, 52 53],
ard Michael Read (HalkdenGermini, 57701 The aver 200
oo classwentto Ken Lutan (M azda B 7, 5 .56 sece) fram
Moel Freston in his 5448 2.3 in 52 ddsec which s now
retired back to a road car ac Meel & preparing a

Cornrnada refor corm petition.

Dur year began with 2 New Year brezkfast tour whizh
commenced 2t the Rockhampton Kershaw Sardens at
Tz.m. on Sunday 1Bth with Dale 2nd Margaret Volling,
Phil white 2nd his mechanic Terry bringing his M5 B
Mk 1 out forthe firsttime withits reconditioned engine
2nd newtop. They joined upwith Stuart 2nd Ada Clark
who travelled in their MG TS from Soovigin to joinin
our tour. Thegroup then travelled to Yeppoon 2nd rmet
up with the coastzl groupof Con Madden, Surney 2nd
Slariz €lamp, Martin 2nd MNarelle Adamson 2nd new
members Tom and Kathy 2Ces, in their green MSE
Mk 11 2nd Ve Brown in his Fed 1557 18 M3 FE
speed with Auto windows, twin =2ir bags Air
Conditioning and 2 S0 stereo.

By Guk Clarmp

The group then travelled fram Bearzn Park, Yeppoon
in overcast conditions to the Causewsy lzke where
they =l enjoved their own cooked breakfast on the
council electric BBD while looking over the beautiful
Causewsay lake. Ted 2nd Margaret Pidock of Yeppoon
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TheSpoite Sedans classwentta Stuad Muchison Mazda
R=T with his factecttine of 44.02 eees an hic last runfram
Dairin Siddine (Esoad, 47.33), Slenn Anable (B MW 20402
Turba, 49 45), and SeattAnable (EMW Turba, 54.32 sees].

The Histaric classes were Sroup K Barey Smmith (Ford W4
Special, 57181 Sroup M to Bad Statton (Torana, 5TR
wLM, 48200 framm Meil Lewis ortina, 4425) and Faul
Shergold (Cotina, 524549 Group O to Ross Devencam
(Efin Mallala replica in 58549 sece); Swoup R to David
Rabinsan (S heetah M kS whoestablished the olass record
are brake it hwice to 46 44 cecands) ard Soupid toVemn
Harni ltan (Elfin &3] which saw 2 glorious rons by Mernto
break his awn record twice to a 43,45 secs then 43,34
serars.

Thus, tathe top § shaotout and with Bad dohns nat ableta
campete, Alan MoCanrellwonthis part of the seieswith
23945 run from Bill Marman 41 42, Darren Duffiekd 41.51,
“ern Hamilton still faster with a 43.25 tire, ard dohn
Eovyoe 4352,

The day's cornpetitionwas obseived by a lane Kaala frarm
incide the first loop (see Ken Krenske's phatogaphs an
the web site). Thus ended the 2804 Tighe Camne seiies.

caught up with the group 2nd fram there the group
travelled to the Bell Park Markets where 2 number of
interesting iternswerepurchased.

I the carpark of the Zilzie Bay Resort
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The group
then toured
down to the
view the $13
million club
house =t the
Tilzie Bawy
resort znd golf
course where
21l enjoyed the
haos pita ity of

By Rick

The years pass quickhy when you 2re busy 2nd,
perhaps more importantly, enjoying wourself. Some
unkind people may z2ls0 52w that the time passes
quickly as you get = little older. Those of us in the
Crew ns who have been around for 2 while prefer the
first explanation, 2nd sowere not surprised to seethe
finalrunforthe yearcome galloping down onuos. Itdid
50 however with style.

After days of storms 2nd good rains owver the Downs,
the marning of the finzl run far theyearwas clear 2nd
sunny. 2nce again, our luck held for 2nother run in
superbweather conditions. Sraham Copeorganised a
gentle days motoring starting with breakfzst at the
wizrwick Solf Club follbwed by 2 late morming tea
under the trees in 2 scenic park in Allora. The
arrangements gave us plenty of timme 2nd opportunity
to catch up with those whorm we hadr'tseen for some
time =nd to spend time welcoming new members to
the Chapter. Armongst the twenty cars that sttended
therun, we were plexsed to seethe appearance ofthe
Brosnazn TS, the Mewey TS, the Pezcock Magnette
and the immaculate Padington MSY, It has been said
before, 2nd is repeated, that these older cars 2dd 2
great deal of interest 2nd it isgreat to see theirowners
bringing therm out for 2 run. Pam 2nd Soy West
ermerged from z2n exended layoff from Shapter
aotivities in their MSE ST after literally blowing 2way
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owners Chris and Ritz Dadson over 2 coffee and cake.
After this the group then called in on members Alzn
2nd Evelyn Marrison wha live not f2r from the resort to
view his M3 Midget, 2nd 21l the iterns that he has
collected over theyears. Special interest was shown
towards his two minute steam trzins 2nd track. Alzn
indicated that onee he has replaced his worm oot
clutch in his Midget he will join the group in the
Februzry tour which will be to Kepple Sznds viz
Cawarreltothe Keppel Sands Hotel for lunch.

¥ours in good MS matoring

ter Ghatter

cobwebs from zero use over the past year. Also making
2 welcome return for the dayw were Tony a2nd Jean
Metlamara who took time off from their DIY house
construction in Leyburn to eateh up with friends 2nd,
perhaps, exchangetipswith Bob and Sherrilark who
zre zlsodoingthe DY house buildingthing.

Thankyou Sraham a2nd Lyn for organising the run. The
breakfzastwas superb 2nd assisted mightily in getting
the dzyoffto 2 good stat2and makingthis 2 fitting &nd
ta an active year. In the public 2nnouncements 2bout
some of the plans for next year, our thanks were 2150
extended to our hard working Ceordinator (who was
zbsent 25 2nd our comvenors for their efforts on our
behalfduring theyear. Paricipants were:

Trevor and Cell Watking M

Meel Cumner M5B

Lester 2nd Rhonds Brosnan METS

Harry 2nd Juznita Keegan Mercedes Benz
Trevor Pugh Parschesl 158
Sraham a2nd Lyn Cope M52

Bob 2nd Mawvis Marsh M5B
Srahame Peacock Mazgnette
Eriz 2nd Vernz MchMurtrie Suburu

Bob and SherriClark WEE

Rob 2nd Fay Wickham M5B

ke and Sylviadohns MSE 3T
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Greg 2nd Beth MNewey M4ET S
John znd Jzne Meclean WEE
Coug 2nd Elizabeth Patington MG

Peter znd Rebecca Moore Cammeadore
Tany 2nd Jez2n MekMamara mGE

Ben Cain WEE 5T
Suy 2nd Parm West W32 5T
Jirmn Carstens WHEE

There hawve been some changesinthe office holdersfor
the Chapter for 2009, those having done the task forthe
lzst wear or more stepping back 2 little. The Chapter
does not lose however, 25t hosewho had been taking 2
lezd role, Ben Czin, Srahame Peacock and Sraham
Cope are still imeebeed in the running of the Shapter.
Their contributions, particularly that of Ben who has
tzken 2 leading role since the first meeting 2t Rudd's
Pub, continue to be wery much appreciated by a2l
members of the Chapter. Trewor Watkins, in his
induhbitzble fashion, 2ls0 continues to play 2 pivotal
rale in the activities of the Chapter Theoffice holders
farthe € hapter for 2005 are:

Coordinator: Rick Mevile

Backup: Trevar Watkins
Toowoom bz Sonvenor: Rod Alford
Backup: Ben Cain

Wiz rwick Comvenor: Bob Marsh
Backup: Srzham Cope

Midwee k Comenar: Trevor Watkins
Backup: Ron Gillis

Contaot detzils for these folk will be found inthe
rienthhy Mewsletters.

The Darling Downs Chapter will continue to have
renthhy runs on the last Sunday of e2ch month 2nd

by Gurney Clamp
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these will zlernate between Toowoomba znd
arwick. The runs in the summer months shall
normalhty be breskfast runs to tzke advantzge of the
cooler periods of the day, reverting to 2 later star time
to permit sorme sleeping in 25 the vesr progresses.
Trewvor is once 2g2in promoting the midweek runs,
exploring 2 variety of eating kcations 2nd allowing
zdditional socizl enjoyment, on the second
Wednesday of eaczh month. Specific € hapter
highlights for 2008 include: the Dawvid Hack Day on 3
Mz, the midweek ofn run to Possum Park on 13414
My, the day at Watts Bridge Memorizl Airfield' Festival
of Flight' on 30 Aug a2nd the Darling Deowns Shapter
Tour from 4tol4Sep.

Maturzlly, 21 members of the MECED 2re invited 2nd
encourzged to join us on all our runs where they are
=hle.

Ghapter Chatter

Since the publization of the last Cetagon, 2008 sinply
sped up ard just WENT. However, the Chapter's three
preediid events deserve mention hee. Firstly, the
Lhapte's first Twwilight Run for the summmer seasonwas
asimple affair, with 14 peoplein eleven ears enjoying a
fish and ¢hips supper at the Urarngan Pier presinet on
Sunday, 23 MWovermber Chapter guest Sraham Mills
attended in his MGE, Sraham and Chiis Seott dusted off
their W45 TD and Seorge Leceij tested the Esplanade

speed limit signs in his WG Atieamn.

The rain on Sunday, 7 Cesermber, dampened the
attendanceatthis Twilight Bun, but eight intrepid souls
infourzars, led by Phil (Moah) Youel, didventure forthto
toythefish and chips at Mr Seafood's place. The lesson
is: don'tdrive open ears in the eveningand nearthe sea
ananyanniversaiyof PearlHarbouor 1941,
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Zeeing M out, the ewwellentty catered Chapter
Christras Pady on the beach at Trub's restaurant,
organised by bynn Emslie, blew evens-one away Some
K rmembers attended on Saturday 13 Decermber, with
the MG (A)- thermed decorative iterns kindly previded by
new membes Carell and Jackie Martin, (Eeing WS4
affictionados thermseles, the aicirthehaic dining
atrnosphere affected them little). It was also lovely to
greet again Rod and Shiis James, who made the tiek
frorn the SunshineCoast to join us for the evening, and
welzorme bask Talty and Gai Kramer after their long
absencefromthe Chapter

D first run for 2604 was desigrned to bring together
again the disparate Shapter membershipfora pleasant
social event. The run was therefore a simple Twilight
Run to River Heads, soncluding with a fish and chips
supper underthefig trees at the Urangan Pier Prezingt.
Zome 47 people in 27 zas made the stat line
rendervous in windy and threatening weather
conditions. Mew and intending Club members Fred and
Jo Melsan in their TR, Brian and Margaret Sibbs in
their W5 TF and John and Jan Abbott [moden) wee
rmade welzome. Lynn Emslie piloted ganddaughter
Fathyn while husband Bob took the big Mers. Wairen
and Annme Dawes in their Mini appraised the Mini
Cooper 5 of Peter and Margaret Elson, while George
Berant in his E type wolunteered Daith an unkrown
WiGA) to be bait for the taffic police. Bob Eleakley
piloted Ingrid and we weleored friend Manoy Soddard
to the assernbly. Helen Brant had dusted off "Mintie"
leaving her husband to the skwer M5 TD. Peter and
J4ean Boxall blewthe cobwebs out of the Porsche while
Phil ard Sue Young rmade their [tempoary, we hopel
farewell run in their Fiat X13. Kevin Sharlton and Bob
Wartirer, bkoth termporaiily batehing, also made this wn

intheir MGEs Whemewas theEunos?

Australia Day 2048 will see the Chapter celebrate its
fourth bithday with an evening barbegue in the
grounds of Legasy House, Herey Bay. The Chapter
grouped informally in early 244 and a submission
invalving some ten interested individuals was
presented tothe MG Car€lub of Dueensland. President
Dawid Miles offizially "blessed" the first of the Club's
regional Chapters, the Wide Bay Chapter, at ouor
Australia Day barbeque on 24 Januao 20G5. From a
rmembershipof ten rmermbers to some fifty plus over four
wears in the Wide Bay area, and the creation of thees
rmare WMEZSOChapters, speaks wolumes for the Club's
foresightard Davids leadership.

The €hapter's "traditional" oz Day bhg to
eommemoate its official founding date was this year
held in the very pleasant grounds of Legasy House,
eommenzing at 174thrs. Some thidye-sie Chapter
members attended, inzluding rew members Con and
Elsa Kellarm intheir MGE and Brianand Marga et Sibbs
in their W5 tF. Peter Jones, tegether with Seorge and
Conna Lecigj, represented the newly established
"Seorge's M5 Workshop and Bar", a mezhanizal haven
in Hervey Bay for MG and other elassic sports cais.
meer 31.3% was donated to Legasy bythose atterding the
funetion, via raffles and entry costs. Wee thee to be a
prize for thesar most decorated in an Dz Day therme, the
Wigrland's Datsun Fairlady would havewon outright.

Finally, the'wide Bay Z hapter intends to have a busyand
produstive 2048, with a good programmed mizof short
and longer runs, together with attendanee at impodant
Tlub events. Please some up and join us in a4
picturesquea rea of Dueensland.

The Wi'ida Bay Chapters first major run on the cccasion of the parent Club's
weekand visit to Viide Bay in April 2005 - an evant we would like to repeat soon
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A History of Motorsport in Qld

By WMalcolm Spidan

Whilst reading a2bout the formation and some early
zotivities of the MG Car Zlob of Queenslzand, | found
articles zbout many motor sport events 2nd venues
priorto 12864, At firstthese reports were justinteresting
butthen curiositrtoo kowver znd | found rvselfwanting
tofind sore history of the beginning of motor sportin
Dueensland.

After many hours searching availzble copies of the
oozl jpurnzls 2nd newspzpers of the eras held inthe
State Library, anoutline of some of the history of motor
sport begazn to form. Siven the enormity of
trznscribing 2 complete history, this 2ticle will focus
on the major events in the South East comer or
possibly just the Brisbzne zrez. Certzinly zll
categories of motor sport (racing 2nd speed events;
trizls a2nd rzllies; club ewents; a2nd W5 Mational
Mieetings) deservetheir historyto betold.

Dneoe the task of finding dztes of events then any
repornts of events was completed, the next task was
that of the exact location where a2n event may hawe
been held. This was sometimes difficult 25 the
instructions published often only 2dvised people to
travelto 2 particulz r'trzmter minus a2nd then follow the
armows to the event. In these instznoces it was
necessary torefer to 2ny period maps zvzilzblein the
John Theley Library. The large list of references at the
end of this article is only to zdvise the source of
infarmation.

At the turn of 25t century when motor whicles were
first used in Queenslznd, the rozd conditions were
such that main rozds outsidethe inner city were mare
or less bush trzeks. Fosds outside the Brishane
centra| city a2res, South Brisbzne a2nd Fortitude valley
were "zhysmal muddy sloughs in surmmer 2nd duost
holesforthe rest of the year *. Bullock 2nd horseteams
used these reads to taketheir products to the nearest
rzilhesd. 1 It was in Jznuary 1337 that the Mayor of
Brisbzne Alerman Willizrm Jolly on 2 trip to Sydney
s5zid that he 'beczme more enthusizstic zbout the
zdwntzges of biturnen on rozds 25 it preserved the
rozd, better to drive on 2nd keptthedust down'2 The
majority of, if not 21, motoring events were held on
unsezled (i e dirt) surfaces until after 12345,

The Brisbzne Traffic Act 1305 set speed limits at B
riles per hour [mph) intheinnercitystreets, 12 mphin
the city limits in the city of Brisbzne and of South
Brisbzne with 2 15 mph outside the city limits. Loczl
zuthorities would set their own limits e.g. Cleveland

imposed 2n B mph on theirrozds, Toombuol Shire had g
mph zlong Sa2ndgate Read, Southport enacted 2 10
rmph limiton rozds in theirshire. It c2n be 2rgued that
these authorities used the motorist 25 2 cash cow as
there were mzny reports of both ower realous law
emforcernent officers eager to impose speeding fines,
znd Loczl Souncils imposing hefty charges upon
motorists to use their wehicular ferries. Bridges over
many rivers, including the Paoific Highway were many
e s awaywd The Main Rosds Act 13201323 regulated
speeds 2t 12 mphin thecity limits 25 well 2soutsideon
curves, ower bridges, throuvgh townships or where
wvision was restricted, and 25 mph outside these 2reas
where there was unrestricted vision of 1030 feetd
These liritswould rermaininforee ontil 13405

Longhurst zcoredits the first motoring contest as
occurringon & July 1308 2.5 2 wager of £5 between 2 Mr

P Clark of the AMP Society 2nd Mr ©.T. Hourn of the
Singer Sewing Machine Company that either could
drive from Maryborough to Syrpie in under & hours.
The time tzken was 4 hours 45 minutes. The roads
conditions, especizlly the latter part, were described
25 “scarcely fit for 2 horseran totreel on, muoch less
fora motor car "

Southern motoring clubs had begun to provide
sporting events such 25 2 motor meeting at Aspendale
Park Wictoriz on 31 January 1323, the Dunlop
Relizhility Trizl between Melbourne z2nd Sydney in
Mowernber 1308, 2 hill zlimb in Coogee Swdney in
August 1308, 2 motor racing exmivel 2t Srdney's
Wictoriz Park Faoecourse on 2 May 13087 Even the
lezl mator cycleclub in Brisbzne had been prozct ive
in organising events with one held an the
Woaolloongabba bioyele track in the Brishane Cricket
Srounds with their focus being both socizl and
competitive B Thus tzking their lesd from other clubs,
the first organized motor event was the motor
gymkhznz held an 30 May 1308 by the Automohbile
Club of Queensknd (ASD, 2nd was to become the
RACD) whizh had to this tinme orgz nised mainly socizl
runs, with the “introduction of driving tests, speed
judging, petrol consumption events etc guistly
confined to the back shelf.” 3 Dn 27 September 1313
the AZ0 organised 2 petrol consurnption contest with
znother 2gzin on 4 July 1314 from Woolloongzbba
rzilway ward iz Hernmment toWhynnuor then Manly2nd
return 10 Until margue o2 elubs 2nd sporting £=ar
clubs were established or dezslerships undertook to
conduct ewents, most competitive events reported in
the mediz upto 1338 werethoseheld byt he RALD.
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The first organised speed event for motor c2rs in
Qweensland wasthe hill climb 2t Hzmilton on 17 April
1515, the one 2nd only event held at this venue. The
startwas in Cooksley Street alongside the fence tothe
Albion Park Pacewsy up to the corner of Queens and
Toorzk Roads. To record each car's time, officials at
both start and finish line had line of sight 2nd 25 e2ch
car crossed the finish 2n official wawved 2 flzg to 2lert
the timekeepers 2t the start line. Swverzll results were
determined by 2 formulz in whizh each car's
herse power was rultiplied by thetime in seconds 2nd
divided by the tareweight in pounds. The AC0 would
use this formulza for thei future events. These were
zlso the daws when competing wehicles caried
pzssengers (to increase the weight handiczp formulz
of the carl, 2nd drivers wore suits, ties 2nd hats when
com peting.

Therewere two classes, olass A for AZO members only
[12 competitars) 2nd class Bopen to 21l motorists (18
competitors). Bowd Edkins, 2 “auxhall dealer in
Sydney; set the fastest time of 36 B seconds in his 30,84
hp Vauxhzll; however, given the farmula, S.d. Munro
(2354 hp Vzuxhzll) won theday. Permission from the
logal zuthority would not hawe been difficult to obtain
25 motor sporting events (motor gymkhanas on 10
Cetober 1814, I8 danuary 1816, 4 March 131S2nd 25 2
petrol consurmption contest on 15 August 1518) were
being used to rzise donations for the fighting funds
during Waorld War |. Edkins had written to the ACG
requesting his prize money bedonated tothe Belgizn
Fund, 2nd suggested the course be lengthened to
zhout 2 miled1

Subsequent major hill elimb events were held at Sne
Tree Hill (in the Mt Coot Tha Reservel, then at Wit
Srawvatt, and later 2t Whites Hill, 21l dirt surfzces. The
first event 2t Dne Tree Hill was on 27 May 1318 withthe
start near the bridge 2t Sirmpsons Pocket 2nd Sordons
Fzrm below the gates into the reserve withthe finish at
theSurmmit.12 Forthetiming system, 2 field telephane
systern was lxid to connect the start 2nd finish line
officials. As cars erossed thestart line, 2 guick ring of
the bell would 2dvise the timekeepers 2nd 2 similar
function 25 the cars crossed the finish line some 1.8
miles later.13 Fastesttirmeofthe 14 starters, 2 min43.4
5 was recorded by Fred Eager in his Swerland
[handicap formulz of 1.5831; however, with the
farmulz, Boyd Edkins (Wauxhall, in 2 min 523 with 2
1283 handicap) won the day. With petrol then
becoming in short supply the second event at this
venuewasnot held until 154 une 1518 when Fred Ezger
wonin arecordtimeof I mins 4.8 seconds to claimthe
ACGChampionshipSup.

N . o-:scon - Fousussy 200s)

The length of the course was reduced to shout 125
miles =after 1520 following an accident near the
gates.14 This venue was used until 1523 and then
2gzin from 1827 to1525. Photographs of the top three
atthat meeting, Ezger (Owerland af fectio nately named
whitey], Jack Walsh [Studebaker] and Edkins
[Vziechall] show the developrent of competing cars
from heavy touring bodies with windscoreens stationed
in upright positions, lights, mudguards etz to cars
rmadified with special sporting bodies and stripped of
nonessentials e.g. lights, mudguards, windscreens.

References

1 Lenghurst, Robed, A Rozd Well Tizvelled, RACED
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1427, p33.

3 Longhurst, ph7.
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p2a.
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10 Truth Sunday § Juby 1314, p2.
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MORE

TF compebiion Pat 2

by Ken Ebeling

(This is an abridged version because of the lack of
available space in the Octagon. The full version can
be found online on the Octagon page of the Club
website as Chapter6 Part 2)

Motor Racing Leyburn on Sunday September 18,
1955

The Leyburn circuit was named after a nearby
hamlet and is situated about 74km south west of
Toowoomba. It was another wartime aerodrome
and better suited for motor racing than the single
landing strip at Strathpine. While conveniently
placed for Toowoomba residents Leyburn was a
lone trip from Brisbane. The shortest route, there
was no Ipswich bypass at the time, meant a round
trip (.-if 430km. The length of the circuit is shown as
4.3 miles on one map and 4.32 on another which
equates toaround 7 kilometres.

There were two major runways at right angles
forming a letter "T" with some abbreviation of the
top stroke on the right hand side. Tothe left the top

NO. DRIVER CAR

10 R. Taylor Jag uar XK120
30 A. Gourley Austin Healey
22 R. Hamilten Doretti

23 B. Griffiths Triumph "TR2"
18 P. Kinneally Triumph "TR2"
26 P White MG "TF"

217 W. Weekes MG "TF"

31 K. Ebeling MG "TF"

My sixth place appears to be more the result of my
handicap than my ahility. My handicap in relation to
the other MG "TF's" appears to indicate that they
were both 1500ce models. The car of Bill Weekes
certainly was but whether it had, at the time, been
fitted with the lighter"Buchanan" fibre glass bodyis
not known. It was recognised as one of the faster

stroke, called Sheep Pen Straight, ran into a
sweeping left hand corner, Backhouse Bend, which
topped a low ridge. The back straight leac to a left
turn into a short straight. Another left turn brought
cars back to the main starting straight which
formed the upright stroke of the 'T". As the years
went by it became increasingly difficult to get the
circuit into a fit state for racing.

The eventon September 18, 1995 was my first motor
motor race. It was held on the day immediately
following the "Australian Hill Climb
Championships" as part of the Toowoomba Carnival
of Flowers. | have only one page of the programme
which lists thirteen starters forafive lap, Sports and
Closed Car Handicap of approximately 35km. The
results are pencilled in down to eight places so itis
possible thatthere were a number of non-starters or
retirements. The first prize was $30 and a trophy
donated by "Downs Diesel Service".

The following details, in handicap order, are from
the programme. The results are unofficial.

HANDICAP FINISHING
MIN. SEC. ORDER
4.00 2

3.20 3

3.15 i

3.15 5

3.15 4

1.35 8

1.33 1

0.05 6

"TFs" competing in the nineteen fifties. Bill was
going well on this occasion as he passed as he
passed me on Lap 3 after starting 1m. 28s. behind
me. The Doretti driven by R. Hamilton which gave
me 3m. 10s start, as did the Triumphs, passed me on
Lap5.



While basically a Triumph "TR2" with a body by the
"Swallow" coachbuilders the Doretti seemed to
have the legs of the Triumphs at sprints and hill
climbs. It did not do so well on this occasion as at
some stage of the meeting it had bearing problems.
This may have beenthe reason | finished infront on
this occasion.

My diary alsotells methat the Kent MG "TF" drapped
a valve and a Riley, possibly the special of Stan
Mositter, and an MG "TC", possibly the sometimes
blowncar of Beau Mossitter, burnt pistons.

It was an incident packed day as the supercharged,
certainly not turbocharged in 1955, MG Special of N.
Huch caught fire at Porter Corner, at the end of the
main straig ht, and was burned out. Some of the fuel
pipes were of plastic or rubber, and the fuel used
very volatile. Once the fire got under way the limited
facilities available could not cope. The driver was
unhurt.

Motor racing Strathpine on Saturday October 8,
1955

| have a clipping which announces that the MG Car
Club would bhe promoting their first Strathpine
motor race. Even though | was there | did not
compete and in fact a diary entry notes that |
accompanied Fred Dyke to the course as a
spectator. Indeed | had not submitted an entry as |
had planned to tour North Queensland and to visit
friends and relatives. These arrangements hadto be
postponed until | had repaired the damage resulting
fromtherally.

Speed Trials Leyburn on Sunday February 19,
1956

The section of the Leyburn circuit known as Sheep
Pen Straight was used for sprint meetings by the
Toowoomba Auto Club. The start line for sprint
meetings was usually at the sheep pens where a
fence acrossthe straight had to be taken down, with
the owners permission, for the duration of the event
. This straight was used for the sprints as it was
possible to go back to the cattle grid at the entry for
a longer run into the timed section of the flying
quarter mile. It had a bitumen surface all the way
and probably had been an access road for entry to
the aeradrome. If you were still going too fast at the
end of the straight after the timed section there was
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always room to pull up with safety on the rise into
Backhouse Bend. On one occasion the Anderson
family provided planks across the cattle grid to
allow Mrs Anderson to have a longer run into the
timed section in one of the Jaguars she drove. | do
not recall being at the event but always understood
that it had been the D type Jaguar. In later years it
was generally accepted, in a sort of gentleman's
agreement, that all flying starts began at the entry
cattle grid.

This February 19 event was apparently sponsored in
some way by the government owned air line, then
called Trans Australia Airlines, as it was promoted
as the "TAA Sprints". The report in Motor Sport in
Queensland says "Unfortunately for both
competitors and spectators alike, rain intervened
and caused the cancellation on safety grounds of
the sprints organised by the Toowoomba Auto Club,
at Leyburn."

Before the meeting was abandoned the competitors
in all classes were able to complete the standing
startevent andthe Closed Cars and the Racing Cars
had time for one run at the flying quarter. This gave
Mrs Anderson (' D " Type Jaguar) the chance to seta
new speed record for Leyburn and Queensland, of
217.58 km/h (132.5 mph) .The Leyburn record had
previouslybelonged to Cyril Anderson (Jaguar
Special ) at 202.56 km/h(125.87 mph). Lionel Ayers
(MG 'TC") set a new standing start record of 18.3
seconds for Class "F' Sports Cars to better his
existing record by 0.5% seconds. The Class G Sports
Car record of 22.6 seconds was beaten by Peter
Downing in the Riley Imp with a time of 21.42
seconds. Steve Ames (Alfa Romeo) broke both
standing and flying event records in Class D for
Racing Cars to betterthe old record of C. Whatmore
(Studebaker Special). Inthe Closed Car sectionthe
best speed recorded was that of A, Wickham
(Holden) 1357 km/h (83.7 mph) and the best
standing quarter time that of L. Bailey (Bristol 203)
20.06 seconds.

The Closed Car record, in Class "F' flying was
broken by E. Burrows (MG Magnette) with a time of
21.70 seconds to better the record held by another
Magnette of 23.16 seconds. The times for
competitors, other than Closed Cars, were as
follows:
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DRIVER SPORTS CARS CLASS STANDING FLYING
START START
SECONDS MPH KPH

P. Downing Riley Imp G 21.42 na

V. Jordan MG TF F 22,05 na

K. Ebeling MG "TF" F 2518 na

W. Weekes MG "TF"1500 F 19.48 na

L. Ayers MG '"TC" F 18.30 na

J. McKinney Porsche P 19.80 na

J. Poteri Austin Healey D 18.88 na

M.A. Kent Austin Healey [n} 20.11 na

RACING CARS

A. Griffiths Wylie Javelin F 16.36 106.6 171.55

K. Richardson Lago Talbot (& 15.62 - -

Mrs C.Anderson Jaguar D Type C 135.2 217.58

S. Ames Alfa Romeo D 15.75 113.8 183.14

My fastest time of 25.18 seconds was 3.04 seconds
slower than my previous best at Leyburn. Perhaps
the car was getting a little tired as even a Consul, a
four eylinder Ford saloon competing in Class "E",
managed 24.17 seconds.

Sprints Strathpine on Saturday February 25, 1456

Whilel did not realise it atthe time this meetingwas
to be my last competitive speed event in the MG
"TF". The day was to prove that my car was running
as poorly as it had done at Leyburn six days
previously. My times were in fact slower than those

DRIVER SPORTS CARS CLASS

R.J. Barrett MG "TF" F

K.C.Ebeling MG "TF" B

V. Jordan MG "TF" E

PE. Hickey MG "TF" F

S.A. Pollard MG "TC" F

J.A. Boneti MG "TF"1500 F

W. Weekes MG "TF'1500 B

J. Poteri Austin Healey [n}
CLOSED CARS

T. Yule Morris Minor G

P. Uscinski Morris Minor G

E. Ansell MG "Y" B

E.T. Burrows MG Magnette F

J. Cranley Studebaker D
RACING CARS CLASS

K. Richardson Lago Talbot C

In 1987, after a lapse of many years, the "Classic Car
Club"ran a"Back to Leyburn” Quarter Mile sprintfor
asmall number of invited clubs. There was adinner,
and film show, of events in the fifties and sixties, the
night befare which was enjoyed by all present. The

achieved by the other "TF" 1250 cc cars and also
slower than the two Morris Minors of less than 1000
cc capacity. This however had nothing to dowith the
meeting being the last in the "TF' despite my best
time in the standing event, of 23.76 seconds, being
3.27 seconds slower than my previous best at
Strathpine.

As was usual at MG Car Club sprints the winners of
the eventwas decided onahandicap but noaccount
has been taken of handicaps in the unofficial results
helow.

STANDING FLYING
START START
SECONDS MPH  KPH
20,09 7513 1208
23.76 62.24 10016
20.08 7087 114.04
21.31 7081 113.96
18.92 7407 118.21
20.03 7235 11643
18.45 797% 1284
17.86 86.12 1386
22.84 6246  100.51
2248 64.1 103.16
23.62 6316 101.64
21.71 6818  108.72
2415 6164  99.2
14.46 11043 177.71

surface of the old aerodrome was too badly broken
up to permit fast times by the 23 entries. After all, it
was built in the early part of the nineteen forties and
was notintended to be inany way permanent.



Winners of the
Club trophies for 2008

As the dinner and trophy presentation were held
after close of date for material far this Octagan,
photos from the function will appear in the ned
Dctagon.

John French agreed to attend as guest speaker and
trophy presenter

Included here are the rulkes and eligibility for 2ach
trophy sothatywou canunderstand how each persan
came to win the trophy. There i@ a new award
honouring Brian Tebble which iz awarded to the
perzon [not nesessarily 2 Cub membed for their
comtribution to the hillclimb throughout the vear
Ther will also be anew trophy for20d, donated by
David Robinsan, to encoumge junior drivers (1217
wears: to take partin motorkhanas.

[l ¥

Brant and Selena pictured with Chardize Tighe

& € Reid frophy (Closed Touring Assembly
Driver) Eranf Rayment

M E Hunter Trophy for € losed Touring Assembly
Havigator &glena Ravment

CLOSED TOURING ASSEMELIES (GCEAD
TRIALS TROPHY FOR HIGHT RUH DRIVER
and THE MRS E & HUHTER TROFPHY FOR
TOURING ASSEMELY HAVIGATOR) Faoints are
allozated to both Driver and Mavigator on the basis
of outright pasition. For scoring refer Table & below.
The zetters, if they are financial members, shall
soore 18t pasition points, limited to one event per
wear. Points gained are transferred to the. . Best All
Found, TType, PreWar, WG, Ladies fwiard (where
applicable:

I - octzcon - February 2000

Brant im action at a mototkhana inthe
liattes Midget

M E Hunter Moforkhana Trophy Branf Rayment
McConnell Motorkhana Tophy for best MG

Eiranf Ravment
THEM E HUHTER MOTORKHAH A TROPHY

Paoints are given for any Club Motorkhanas held
during the vear plus any other nominated events.
Classes are as per Queenszland Maotorkhana Code
which can be found on the CAMS website. Points
are allocated far positions in the various classes as
per Table A An additional & points are awarded for
Fastest Time of Day. Points gained are trnsferred to
the Best All Round, T Twpe, Prewar, MG, Ladies
Aoeard (where applicable)

MECONHELL MOTORKHANA TROPHY FOR
MGs

Paointz gained from all nominated motorkhanas.
Placings ame based on production MG zars in
classes as per Motorkhana Tmphy plus £ paints far
fastest MG, (These points do not transfer to any
athertrophyl

Bill in his openwheeler at the Ironman sprints

Viscount Muffield Speed Trophy  Eill Horman

VISCOUNT HUFFIELD SPEED T ROPHY

Paointz allocated for Club hillzlimbs,  Iron Man
Eprintz and anyather notified events.
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To be eligiblefor thistmphy competitars must have
actively worked at a minimum of tero (2 Working
Bees at Mt Cotton andforhillclimb events including
‘hire-outs'. It iz the competitors rsponsibility to
enzure that they hawve signed the Waorking Bee
Register [for working bees} or the CAMS Officials
=sign-on =heet [Hillolimbs} to ensure there i= no
comfusion ower their eligibility for this and the
Marque Speed Trophy. Paints allozcated for
positionsin thevarious clazses on thedayamr asper
Table & plus E points for Fastest Time of Day, B
points for breaking a club record and 1 paint far
equalling a record.Points gained are transferred to
the Best All Round, T Type, Prewar, W5, Margue
Speed, Ladies Award (where applicable) Points for
wiorking Bees shall bed points perworking bee to a
mazimum of 12 points. These will be added anlyto
wour Speed and Mamue Speed Trophy points
[where applicable} but not carried to Best All
Found, etc.

= R o
S Caty Bafey recaye her Sanosurs raphy

Concours trophy Allan Tebbutt, Cathy
Badley Trevoradgnesand Bodney Lapwordh

CONCOURS (Trophy donated by Denis Geary)

Pointsareallocated forolassplacings as perTable &
plus & points for Outright winnerPoints gained are
transferred to the Best All Round, T Tipe, Prewar,
W15, Ladie=Award [whereapplicable)

lam in action at Moryan Park

Peter Uscinski Trophy for Margque sports

PETER USCINSKI TROPHY FOR MARGUE
SPORTSCARSPEED

Eligibilitw. Sports cars as defined by the MECT
Committee. Points and mguirements a= per speed
trophy.

Pauling at it Cotton

Ladies Tmphy Paulinefiraham

LADIES TROPHY

Points gained from all events as noted above. To
gain the award, the competitor must hawve
competed in at least 1 Tlosed Tounng Aszembly, 1

Metorkhanaand 1 Speed Event.

Dind's car atthe C

ristmas ps

Best Pre¥ar Cino Mattea

BEST PREWAR MG TROPHY

Points gained from all pointscoring events as noted
abowe plus 3 points each for nominated social
function. The setters when financial members shall
=corme X bonus points.



Is car on a day run

TSeriesRegister Trophy Dyl Benoett
T SERIES REGISTER TROPHY FOR BEST T
TYPE

Paints gained from all pointscoring events as noted
above plus 3 points each for nominated =social
function. The setters when financial members shall
scoreld bonus points.

= im action at Cran Park

Justin shown b

Racing Driver Trophy Justin Wad e

RACING DRIVER TROPHY

Zhall be allocated on MECLC of Qld Ins race
meetings and other CTAMS State Championship
race meetings with the =ame claz=es available.
Groups as per the CAMS State Championship
categories. Points scored forpositions in respective
classes per race. Refer Table A, Results scored on
thefirst number of event=zthat is equal forallclasses
on the dayis. (These points do not tansfer to any
othertrophy}

N . o-iscon - Februasy z00s(@E)

Miles Hunter Trophy for Centre Achievement
Sreean Melaill

This iz given in recognition of outstanding and
selfless service tothe Club by a Club memberother
than a memberofcommittes.

Best MG

Howard Trophy for Best All-rounder
Malcolm Spiden

BEST MG TRGPHY

For this trophy, points gained from all events as
noted above plus 3 points foreach nominated social
function to a maximum of E social functions. The
zetters when financial members shall score ? bonus
paints.

THE HOWARLD TROPHY FOR BEST ALL
RGUNDER

Paints are gained from all the above events. To gain
the award competitors must have competed in at
leas=tl Clozed Touring Asszemblies, 1
Matorkhana, ! Speed Events and 1 Conzours. If
there are insufficient events in each categorythen
paint=will be awarded anthose events conducted.

rd for contribution dung
& Hillelirmb

Pat Wal kst for herwotk ascanteen convenot
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LU CAS D = t = b t Why they need to be remapped, fo correct the original
I S r I u o rs mapping prohlems and to run well with todays fuels

Most of us now drive Twin Cam 4 valve cars without even
knowing, or caring what is under the honnet.
Manufacturers are totally interested in efficiency,
emissions etc, aswell as power, torque and smoothness.
Eventhe "El-Cheapo” cars are wonderful compared with
the lousy cars that we had in the early days of driving.
Then a Twin Overhead Cam 2 valve engine was a car to
drool over, oraracing car.

In the 70's, with the world wide need to make fuel
efficient low emission engines came new ignition
systems, fuel injection, high compression etc. With the
huge improvement in engines came an equally hig
improvement in fuels, to operate these engines. Who
would have thought that cars would run 10to 1 or higher
CRwith 91 RON fuels, backwhenthe MGB pinged at §.8-
1CR, unless Methyl- Benzine was added to the normal
SuperGrade fuel,

Asfuels changed so didthe mapping of ignition systems
and air/ fuel ratios to minimise emissions and improve
economy. This leads into what | want to say regarding the
necessity to re-map all old distributors [PARTICULARLY
LUCAS] to operate properly with modern fuels, which
have very different burning profiles, [they need less low
end and midrange advance and less overall mechanical
advance], tothe fuels which were available when the MG
wasacommonsightonour roads.

| have known of this problem for years, but who would
one trust to try to re-map the advance curves of a
distributorona 30to b0 year oldcarusing a simple points
and capacitor ignition system.

| tried to get the "C's” distributor remapped when the
problem became so bad that even on 8.6-1 CR, that | was
using, the car would not run well on 97RON fuel. | had
previously used BP100 or 100/130 Avgas for years until it
was no longer easily available. | took the distributor to
Kevin Baker [Beam Electrical] and Kevin tried to get it to
conform to the workshop manual settings, which were
vague and very imprecise anyway. This allowed me to
just run on 97RON fuel, but pinging around 3,000 RPM
was still critical under power. The distributors in the
early “C's" had the wrong advance springs fitted, by
guess who, LUCAS. The correct springs were written up
in “Safety Fast"” magazine in August 68 hut were not
available here, or the UK by the time | tried to locate a
set. | expect that they were all snapped up by UK “C"
owners, or replaced under warranty in the UK. My car
was the only "C" in Australia until 1970 and the "C"
ceased production inlate 69early 70.

| just accepted this and put up with it, not knowing what
to do or how to do it. A few yearsago | was looking at the
MG Motorsport web site [UK] and was surprised to see
that they were claiming that their fast road engines in
“B's" and “C's" ran well up to 11-1 CR on 95RON fuels
with their re-mapped distributors. | E-Mailed MG

Motorsport [they refused to provide any information on
this remapping or to supply spring sets etc.] and they
replied that their re-mapped distributors were available
for 65 Pounds on an exchange basis only. Too long away
and much too expensive in AUD plus air freight both
ways and 'X' weeks off road with no guarantee that the
distributorwould not go missing.

While buying “EBC"” Green Stuff pads for the “"C" | talked
to Steve at Greg Tunstall Mechanical, at Cleveland,
about the problem with the Ignition and he said, “The
first thing Greg does when he rebuilds a Triumph orany
motor with a Lucas distributor is to send the distributor
to “Performance Ignition Services” in Victoria, to be
rehuiltand remapped for use with the current fuels.

This resulted in me contacting Dick, the owner of
Performance Ignition Services, | asked how long they
had heen servicing Lucas distributors and he said “I
have had the husiness for 25 years. | bought it when the
original owner retired and he set it up 25 years hefore
that". So here was a company that has been rebuilding
and remapping distributors for 50 years. To add irony he
said we are about 50 metres from the Victorian MGCC
clubrooms.

Dick says that when the MGA Twin Cam engines are
remapped that they will never burn holes in pistons
again, itwould seem that the real problem with the Twin
Cam was not the cylinder head design or the
compression but the ignition mapping was all wrong
right from the start, just the same as the MGC. [It is no
surprise to me that the UK lost their Motorcycle and Car
industries to countries that could and did do their
engineering homework properly]. The MGB-V8's also
benefit from remapping, as would all MGA's & MGB's. |
would expect higher compression X-PAG and X-PEG
motors would all benefit from having current knowledge
applied to getthe hest results, from current fuels, or just
to have the mapping correct for the first time. Lucas did
not pay a lot of attention to accuracy or precision intheir
designs, cost was always the primary motivation, if it
worked that seemed good enough. Fortunately Bosch
did pay attentionto precision, cost was secondary.

| discussed the problem with the distributor. Dick said
they knewall about the mapping problem with the MGC.
I mentioned this toafriendinthe GCMGCC who hasaC-
GT He then sent down his distributor [this unit was not
even a “C"” distributor but a Lucas Australia 6 Cylinder
without vacuum advance] to be rebuilt, with electronic
ignition and remapping. A group of GCMGCC members
then went for a little tour to Karumba, on the gulf, and
backto Maryhorough a distance of 2 000 miles. The C-GT
on 95 RON fuel got 30.8 MPG. Standard MGC-GT's do not
run on 95 RON fuel and certainly never get 30.8 MPG and
this caris Air Conditioned as well, he isvery pleased with
the result.



So | then decided to send down my distributor to be
rebuilt and remapped, | already have a Lucas electronic
ignition kit in it. When it came back | fitted it and timed it
to 10* BTDC as instructed. Whammo a whole different
car. For the first time ever the idle was smooth and at
constant revs, not plus and minus 200 RPM around 800
RPM as it used to be. Much improved low down torque,
and power from 1,500to 2,000 RPM. Acceleration in G/D
4th [at 2,000 RPM] is nearly as good as direct 3rd before,
What a pity that | had never heard of this company, when
the car was new, | would not have reduced the
compression in 1986 from 9.5 10 8.6-1 to run on the then,
at best, 97TRCNfuel.

When | first rang Dick and told him of the problem and
the current state of tune and that to minimise pinging
around 3,000 RPM | set the static advance at 6% BTDC.
He said, "l am surprised you can even start it at that
setting”. When | rang him to check that they had gotthe
distributor CK he said that they had already started on it
and the first thing they found was that the distributor
was starting to advance from 250 crankshaft RPM. That
is why it starts. The distributor is advancing on the
starter motor. We set them upto have NC advance until
1,000 RPM. | asked wherethey gettheir springs fromand
he said we always make our own. They add metal to the
tongue on the cam to reduce the maximum mechanical
advance [which is usually 4* to 6% too much]. They also
check and rebuild the Vacuum unit, when fitted, as they
have found that the diaphragm develops small holesinit
and some Vacuum units stick on and do not release.
More brilliant 1930's Lucas [lowest cost] engineering. In
my case they found that the Vacuum unit was sticking
on, intermittently After remapping it did not have
encugh advance for the remapped distributor. They
found a unit that was more suited, in their box of rebuilt
spares. They obviously have a lot of knowledge about
earlier distributors. There are two different standards of
Lucas units [cheap and even cheaper]. Some with steel
bob weights others with soft metal weights which wear
badly. These are unable to give accurate or consistent
timing. If you have one of these it would be necessary to
get a new Bosch distributor. The hest that a Lucas unit
can give is avariation of about 2% If accuracy if required
Dick can supply a small hody short neck Bosch unit
[similar outside to a Lucas unit] which does give
consistent accurate timing, these come with electronic
ignition. Nobedy should use points these days as apart
from the constant maintenance they do not and cannot
provide accurate timing. Carhon HT leads should not be
used and solid wire leads are not suitable for electronic
ignitions. Dick suggested using inductive leads as they
have constant resistance and are reliable [unlike carbon]
with no ignition interference. | had never heard of these
and gladly had a set copied, from my carbon leads. They
require special crimping tools so you cannot buy the
cable and make your own, They cost $70forthe “C" made
up, bloody good value. They work perfectly no radio
interference atall.

Here are the before and after figures for my distributor:
[erankshaft RPM].

I ©:.c Oc:ocon - February 2009((E)

Before Retiming. After Retiming.

Total advance with 6% static. Total
advancewith 10% static.

250 RPM  6* No advance below 1,000 RPM.
600 RPM 12* 1,000 RPM 10*
2,000 RPM 26* 2,000 RPM 18*
3,200 RPM 34* 3,000 RPM z26*
Maximum advance. 4,000 RPM 3z*

Maximum advance.
Vacuum advance 12¥ Vacuum advance 18*%

Rebuild distributor and remap $160. Inductive HT lead
set $70. Plus Post. This is for my car, with existing
electronic ignition.

A new Bosch distributor with electronic ignition and
mapping costs $400. This is a short neck unit to replace
the dreaded 1930's Lucas design. These are
recommended for competition and serious cars. | used
Express Post, bothways. Allow about 10to 14 days.

Performance Ignition Services,

P O Box464 Brentford Square  Nunawading Victoria
3131

TalktoDickorif heis not there, Peter. [03] 98723644,

Dick said he could not get my Lucas exactly right but it is
within 2% of what they wanted. It is a great improvement
in performance, driveabilityand economy.

Dick says that if | want to or need to | can run the car on
standard unleaded 91 RON fuel. | think my car is about
8.7-1. Astandard MGBis8.8-1. Most MGA's and MGB's
will ke running higher compression due to work on the
head overthe years.

Astandard MGC at 9-1 CR runs perfectly on 95RCN fuel.
Dick suggests that if | refit flat top pistons 1 will have no
difficulty with 95 RCN even at 9.6-1 CR. | am sick of
pulling the kloody huge lump out, so it will probably stay
as it is. It is so easy to drive anywhere and with our
pathetic restrictions | think it is good enough. If | were
younger | would not hesitate to bring it back to 180 BHP
atthe flywheel.

I had Peter Liddle convert the head to use unleaded fuel
and | really should try 91RON just to see, but | won't
unlessno other fuel isavailable. RON 88 is 10 centsalitre
more expensive than standard unleaded but is a much
better quality fuel with carbon solvents etc. and it gives
upto 10% hetter economy, so it is actually cheaperfor me
to use 98 ratherthan 91 or 95 fuel.

The MGCC of SA sent a number of MGC distributors to
Dick for remapping [4 units | think] apparently they were
all different and all wrong as well, so a lot of people have
done a lot of harm over the years. | expect nearly all old
Lucas units will be way off the correct settings now, after
40orsoyearsuse. Bruce lbbotson
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Fhotodata dises for Lakeside [1841-
G 67-18; 73-748; B0-BA); Surfers
Paradise [1344-1; 71-77; TEEG].

£20 Each

Biier Thomas Erier Thornas Rlrmn Llub Wirdseeen
Crata CVE - Nt Cotton Cata OV - Loweood Thth Badge Sticker

24 540 58 50 $1.50
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Club Polo 5 hit
T-shirt size14- 04 Wt Cotton Cap

0 15
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stubiby holder Cirzuit jacket Histany of the Hill Centaur
57,50 $45 $80 555
_-‘_
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Club keyring Giille badge Lapel BEadge Marme Badge Hillzlirn b stizker
1 333 .50 11 #1580
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b ATHOTE

FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE REPAIRS AND
SPARE PARTS FOR MG AND SPRITES

New And Used Paris
Full Workshop Facilities
Restoration

Mail Order
Rwe Inspection Station
Paint And Panel Repairs
Licenced Motor Dealer

28 Years Experience Call Bary
3889 9652

UNIT 3/ 20 KENWORTH PLACE
BRENDALE, QLD 4500

mgautomotive@gmail.com




MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC.

The MG Car Club of Gueensland Inc was
formed in MNowvember [954 by a proup of
ownersand enthusiasts of MG motor cars.

The Club has always prospered under the
magical influence of the MG name. The
Gueansland club accupies clubrooms at 816
Caollinsvale 5t, Roclclea.

The club's committee crganise many types
of competitive and  social  events,
imcluding hillclimbs, navigation runs,
gprints, race meetings, and
rmotorlchanas which give you a
chance to develop your driving
sleills without harm to  either
yourself or the car A large range
of perpetual trophies are scught
after sach year. They cowver every
type of event that the club engages
im, and the winners receive replica
trophies which are presented at the
club's annual presantaticn night.

e

Hillzli mhs

¥

W newd yaur secant 1 ke this cublicion wll i
imeves 1ing recarti and paints alinksed, 50 ay ideas o
haughti wauld be masil apmedatedt

- Pangachi & Grhani - Bwnls & Sosie
- Handy Hnt - Paint of Inkeedt & Hidary
- bedipes & the lie

Hease submit pow cntibudans 1a he Ediny
G0 Bax 1347 Brisbane 400
ar by el w1 veajedsidugnetay

ABM 1Y 363 EBOEET

The Mount Cotton Hillclimb, where events are
held frequently, i& a thrilling bitumen sealed
course about 30 kilometres from Brisbane and
is owned and organised by the MG Car Club of
Cueensland Inc.  Probably the best part of
being a member of the MG Car Club is the
friendly and informal atmosphere  which
prevails. It is not essential to own an MG,

owners of all malwes of car may join as
wellastheair friznds.

R
o Uity

The committes and members of

the club invite you to join - we

lercraryou'll be pleasad that you
did.

Far further

informaticn on membership,
contarct:

Peter Rayment

Ph: 0407 633 347
[Me calls sfter B:30pm please)

REMEMBER - THE CLUB'S SUCCESS DEFENDS ON MEMBER INYVOLYEMENT!



