A QUICK LOOK AT POST WORLD WAR 2 QUEENSLAND MOTOR SPORT HISTORY - THE 1940’s (Part 5 in his series 'A History of Motorsport in Queensland')
by Malcolm Spiden 
Victory in Europe (V.E. Day) was achieved in early May 1945, some state the 7th May others 8th May.  Within 6 months the first race meeting was held on 9 September 1945 in Paris’s Park, the Bois de Boulogne, with a lap of 1.75 miles. Enough racing cars had been carefully hidden during the war years from all advancing armies from different sides. Organised by the Independent Drivers’ Association it honoured the resistance fighters with the first race, the Robert Benoist Cup for 1500 ccs cars won by Amedee Gordini. The Liberation Cup for the 2000 ccs cars went to the Maserati of Henri Louveau with the main event, the Prisoners’ Cup being won by the Bugatti of Jean-Pierre Wimille. Some thought this event was frivolous and a waste of scarce resources however some 90,000 spectators attended this event. (1).  
Thus if people in Europe would attend then would the same not be able to be organised in Queensland, provided enough cars could be found and prepared for such an event. The first event was near Fahey’s Crossing with a motorcycle rally and a miniature TT event on Saturday 3 March 1946. (2). In Brisbane Speedway was the first form to re-commence as there was an established venue, namely the Brisbane Exhibition. Saturday night 9 March 1946 was a Motor Carnival which included bicycle racing (1/2 mile handicap), trotting, speedcar events (6 lap races) and a fireworks display. Of the speed car drivers in reports were Belf Jones, Fred Baker, George Bonser, Johnny Reid, Jim Cross, Bob Playfair and Ray Revell. (3). 
Prior to the 1939-1945 conflict, motor cycle races were able to be conducted on city and country showgrounds as well as on public roads such as at Kingston. Motor car races were not permitted possibly due to a fatal accident at the Deagon Racecourse (which still exists on Broad Street).  During the All Powers Australasian Grass Track Championships on 26 January 1928 Edgar “Ted” Hanlon driving his 30-98 Vauxhall, on a practice run in preparation for a 5 lap handicap race for motor car, lost a tyre and crashed  with fatal results. This occurred after the morning motor cycle races and during the lunch break. Thus no motor car events were permitted on Deagon Racecourse or any other venue. (4)  Motor car events were confined to hillclimbs (at Mt Coot Tha, Mt Gravatt, and Whites Hill), acceleration tests (i.e. sprints at Coopers Plains, Myrtletown and Strathpine on South Pine Road) plus intrastate and interstate reliability trials. Finally in August 1939 motor car races were permitted on the Rosewood showgrounds promoted by Queensland Motor Sporting Club (QMSC).  There was planning for the 1942 Australian Grand Prix to be held at Coolangatta which of course could not be conducted. QMSC was re-formed by pre war competitors Chas Whatmore, Keith Thallon, Snow Sefton and Theo Trevethan and QMSC would promote motor races, hillclimbs and trial events in the ensuing years.

 Post war a suitable venue was found. In the Pine Rivers region 3 airfields were in use during 1939 – 1945. A1 and A3 fields used a grassed landing strip as the runway whilst the A2 airfield at Strathpine had a sealed landing strip.  This was the airfield base of the 548 Squadron of Spitfires and today is the site of the Pine Rivers State High School. (5). Until late 1959 this Strathpine airfield site was under the control of both the Commonwealth Government of Defence and the Department of Interior as it was then sold to developers with the final race meeting on 11 October 1959. The circuit was described as basically down one side of the airfield around some hay bales and 44 gallon drums then back along the opposite side to form a lap of about 1.4 miles. The width of the airfield was some 150 feet with straights just about .6 of a mile long. (6)    
First motor car races (circuit) event post 1945 in Brisbane was promoted by Frank Arthur as the Victory races on 11 August 1946.  A combination of 2 bicycle, 4 motor cycle and 2 motor car events formed the programme, with Grand Prix titles given to the cycle events (3.5 laps Junior GP, 7 laps Senior GP); Motor Cycles (17.5 laps GP, 7 laps Junior GP, 7 laps Lightweight GP, and 7 laps All Powers handicap) whilst cars held a 25 mile All Powers Victory trophy (18 laps of the approximate 1.4 mile circuit) and a 7 lap handicap event.  A reported 7000 cars brought some 40,000 spectators to attended this meeting to see Frank Kleinig (Hudson Special) win the main handicap event from John Crouch (MGTC), W. Mathieson (SS Jaguar) and Snow Sefton (Ford V/8). (7). From the 1946-47 Commonwealth of Australia Year Book the population of metropolitan Brisbane was stated as 402,172, Redcliffe (8888 people) and Ipswich (26218 people). (8)
 A second event was held on 24 November 1946 the Queensland Airstrip Championship Speed Carnival, with races for Sidecar handicap (5 laps), for motor cycles a Lightweight Championship (5 laps), a Junior Championship (5 laps), Senior Championship (10 laps) All Powers Handicap (10 laps) and for motor car (handicap over 1500ccs, Open All Powers (5 laps) and the main event the Strathpine 20 car handicap (28 miles) won by Bill Murray in his Terraplane Special. With some 30000 spectators attending other competitors listed in the newspapers were Walter Mathison (Jaguar SS), Chas Whatmore (Ford V8), Brian Chatterton (Austin 7), John Nind (MG) Alf Najar (MG) Ray Revell (Speedcar) Bill McLachlan (MG) Snow Sefton (Ford V8) Hope Bartlett (MG Supercharged) #8. Strathpine circuit was also used for Sprints in those days just standing and flying quarter mile acceleration tests.
Events at Strathpine continued in 1947 and as reported in the newspapers included QMSC sprints on 22 June 1947 (9), Strathpine Speed Carnival on 10 August where Rex Law won the 25 mile main race in his Austin Special in front of 25000 spectators (10).  Other events were at the Oxley Speedway on the western side of what is now Donaldson Road on 25 July 1947 (11) and 14 December. (12). On 20 September QMSC held a night reliability trial which commenced in Brisbane at midnight to venture to Beaudesert then Coulsen, Ipswich, to Mt Crosby with a second division through Dayboro, Samford to Petrie. Results gave a tie with K Thallon (Hillman utility) and R Howlett (Ford utility) then Rex law (Chrysler sedan), L Lloyd (Morris Utility) Theo Trevethan (Ford Tourer) Miss Connie Jordan (MG) and B Ford (Chrysler). (13). The first hillclimb after the war was at Whites Hill hill climb on 6 December 1947 where a thunderstorm stopped proceedings as the surface became slippery and very muddy but not before Chas Whatmore (Studebaker speedcar) set the fastest time. (14).  It was common for Speedcars to compete at the sealed surface Strathpine as well as on the dirt surfaces. Drivers such as Chas Whatmore and John Maxwell in his Riley Special appear in results. 
Events in 1948 saw Whites hill on 24 January where Chas Whatmore held the outright record at 32.2 seconds #15, Strathpine sprints where the American and local Speedway drivers competed with Cal Niday, Perry Grimm, Johnny Peers, Bob Playfair, Chas Whatmore and Rex Law on Monday 29 March 1948 #16;  QMSC all day rally on 16 May won by Mrs Keith Thallon (Hillman 10) with K Saunds (Vauxhall V/8 special), B Dance (Oldsmobile) and C Bennett (Willys 77) from the start in Gregory Terrace to Fahey’s Crossing via Zillmere, Strathpine and Clear Mountain. (17)
First race meeting on the Lowood airfield was held on Sunday 20 June 1948. Lowood was the home of Number 71 Squadron RAAF Avron from which conducted coastal patrols against Japanese submarines (google search).  The lap distance was 2.825 miles and the main event at the first meeting, the Queensland Road Racing Championships, was won by O A (Snow) Sefton in his Ford V8 (V8 engine on a Jeep chassis using a 4 wheel drive transmission) from Keith Thallon (Jaguar SS 100) and Chas Whatmore (Studebaker). Some 5000 spectators attended and the map of the circuit shows the Start/Finish line on the back straight between Castrol Corner and BP Bend not on the main straight as most associate with the circuit. (18).   
Strathpine on 8 August 1948 gave a mix programme of both motor car and motor cycle events as with all race meetings in this period. In the up to 1500 cc handicap C Anderson (Wolseley Hornett) won from D Forster (Wolseley Hornett) then Col Robinson (MGTC) Miss Connie Jordan (MGTA). Short handicap saw drivers Walter Mathison (Jaguar), Doug McDougal (Riley Spec), J Howlett (Ford V8 Spec), K Bailey (Ford A Spec). The Open handicap had Jack Wright (Ford Spec), Chas Whatmore (Studebaker), KeithThallon (Jaguar SS 100), and Rex Law (Austin). (19). 
On 26 February 1949 Chas Whatmore set a new record of 44.1 at Whites Hill hillclimb  and again light rain made the surface slippery. (20). QMSC had requested the Brisbane City Council the owners of the Whites Hill site to resurface the track. They cited that a lack of a sealed surface precluded the holding of the Australian Hillclimb Championships in Brisbane. The AHC would attract many thousands of southern visitors. The council estimate that this cost to seal would be approximately 2015 pounds and advised that the expenditure not warranted. (21).
However the major event of 1949 was the Australian Grand Prix. On 21 January Lowood was selected to be the venue with the AGP on Sunday 19 June subject to approval by the appropriate authorities. (22). Strathpine was seen as too limited in length to hold a Grand Prix. It is reported the RAAF apparently refused to give permission and the newspapers suggested the local residents would not allow such an event to be held on a Sunday. However previous events at Lowood had occurred on Sundays. Then a search for a suitable site was undertaken where four sites being considered with Leyburn being selected as the only useable site although it had never before been used for racing. 
Previously a base for B24 Liberator bombers (Squadron 99) during WW2 was now divided among 3 farming families, Hamblin, Porter and Backhouse. A basic triangular layout this circuit had a length of 4.3 miles and was approximately 6 miles north of the town about where Liberator Avenue is today. The National Competition Committee of the Australian Automobile Association (AAA) which until 1953 was the controlling authority for Australian Motor Sport had set out new guidelines to raise the public status of this event. This included rotating the event to all states so it was truly a National Grand Prix, incorporating a massed or scratch race start as occurred with Grands Prix of other nations, over a substantial distance and only allow the term grand prix title. This was the first AGP held as a scratch race as  previous AGPs were held under a handicap starting order of either one at a time on their handicap time or in engine capacity groups but not all together.  The AGP was held on 18 September 1949 where a crowd of between 25,000 to 30,000 spectators watch the Grand Prix won by John Crough in a 3.5 litre Delahaye from Ray Gordon (MGTC), Arthur Rizzo (Riley Special), Peter Critchley (MGTB Special), Allan Larsen (Cadillac Special), Curley Brydon (MGTC), Irwin Luke (Bugatti Type 37), Theo Trevethan (Ford V8 Special), H McGuire (MGTC) and Col Robinson (MGTC). (23).    A handicap event was conducted in conjunction with the Grand Prix with the results Gordon from Luke, Brydon, Critchley and Crouch. (24).
Final event for 1949 was a hill climb at Kenmore on 4 December. The only location found is a tricky course of 660 yards ‘on a property opposite the Kenmore Sanatorium’ and later ‘a Church was built in the middle of the hill’. (25). The handicap section was won by J Hillhouse (MGTC, 28.9 secs less 5.5 secs = handicap time 23.4), J McLennan (MGTC, 29.2 – 5.5 = 23.7), Allan Larsen (Cadillac, 26.4 – 2.5 = 24.8), L Austin (MGTC, 29.5 – 5.5 = 24.0), Jack Wright (Ford Special, 28.2 – 4.0 = 24.2), Chas Whatmore (Studebaker, 24.5 less no handicap time = 24.5), Rex Law (Cadillac Special, 24.8), Keith Saunders (Ford Vaux, 30.2 – 5.25 = 24.95), Theo Trevethan (Ford Special, 29.0 – 4.0 = 25.0), S James (Ford V8, 29.3 – 4.25 = 25.05), F Reid (Hillman Minx, 40.6 – 12.0 = 28.6) and D Mason (Ford Vaux, 34.4 – 5.0 = 29.4) (26). 
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