| A SLICE OF CLUB HISTORY - A PERSONAL
PERSPECTIVE Part 2 - the second coming

by Elaine Hamilton

Although | had had continuous membership of thebCllaere
was a long period when | was one of those ofteatbdr
members who contributed little if anything to thilC

However, this changed following my retirement fregaching
when Vern and | started to go on the midweek rAnshance
conversation with David Miles had me back on corteritagain
in Sept 2004 when he was President for the secorg] his first
also dating back to decades earlier. Maybe | fekmpathy for him because when he
mentioned on the midweek run that the Committeel@@@ew members, | offered to
go along and 'help with the minutes'. Insteadaf,tl found myself doing the
minutes as part of my duties as Secretary. | uteéhgdook on many more jobs than
that role entails and worked with three other Riesis - Richard Mattea, Peter May
and David Robinson.

My second term of Committee duty was equally astiexgcas the first, if not more so,
as David brought great energy to his role andatati many improvements which
resulted in the surge of Club memberships from fahan 400 to a peak of over 800
just a few years ago. One of these was his disgpaéter a lot of searching, of a
building suitable, both in location and price, éar permanent Clubrooms. Others
were the introduction of Club Chapters which braedkeour membership to country
areas and the setting up of a Club website, a nbajon in facilitating communication
with Club members.

While David was busy with these things, | founcttieere were a number of
improvements that could be made to make some jalve sffective, that there were a
number of things which past Committees has beampig to do that hadn't been
done and a number of other jobs just looking foansone to take them on.
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A crowded venue for the 2011 Annual Club dinner an

d presentation of trophies

| became aware that the Committee was floundeongdeas on how to increase
attendance at the Club's annual dinner and prdassntd trophies so sought, and was
granted, permission to have a go at increasing eusnhis, combined with Kerry
Strange's negotiating skills over menu prices abua venues, was so successful that
the event which was about to be abandoned grewnrber until close on a hundred
were regularly attending. This continued until 2@d#n a decision was made to



have new organisation and a new venue which, fmemaber of reasons, sadly saw the
numbers dramatically fall.

One roomin the Hamilton household was
taken over by the Club library for many
months

For years, David Robinson had been busy
purchasing books for the Club library so, with
the purchase of the Clubrooms in early 2005,
an appropriate venue for it was available. All
that was needed was someone to catalogue
and process the books so that they were well
organised and that a secure and easy to use

borrowing system was available. Having been a talibrarian in my paid working
life, 1 took on this job which took up such a numbg&hours that they could only be
measured in the hundreds. With the procedure fantaiaing the Library now well
established, ex-President Peter May has takentbigegjob though David Robinson
still has the fun of purchasing the resources. ditlg disappointment has been the
relatively low number of users taking advantagéhaf magnificent resource.

The unveiling of the hnour boards

Again, with the purchase of the Clubrooms, thereevprmanent walls on which to
display honour boards. With the donation by Johmglzell of funds from the sale of
his book 'Centaur’, | organised both the purchéaseeoboards, researched and
- COllated all the information to be displayed on

E ?g them and played a large part in the organisation

» of the function at which they were unveiled.
&8 Since then, | have organised the updating of the

information on the boards on an annual basis.
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Having been on Committee at the time of the
purchase of the land at Mt Cotton, the hillclimb
. venue has always been special for me. It has been




interesting to see it go to from uncleared lanthtoparklike setting it now provides
for the circuit and all without disturbing the vety of local wildlife. Thus, in 2005,
soon after joining the Committee | suggested thashould register the land with
Land for Wildlife to show how nature and motorspmah blend happily together.
Approval was granted in October and the minutesrcethat very positive comments
were made about the land in the letter of appregat to the Club. Andrew
Willesden has now gone one step further and thb B&s now signed the Koala
Conservation Agreement with the Redland City Cautiis has provided funding
for the eradication of weeds and the planting @ést Vern and | have always
supported the hillclimb and for a time, after retirent from paid work, went along to
midweek working bees; however, a lack of skills andexcess of age found us not
being particularly useful so we contributed to itn@rovements by donating a
substantial amount of money for the new timing stoelole built. Back then, | did not
know how much time | would be spending in it in tttaning years!

There had been talk that a number of competitadsi@naged to get around Mt
Cotton in under 40s and that this should be celebra
by the formation of a special sub-group called the
‘Under 40s Club'. Once on committee, | took thek ti@
heart and organised the design and manufacture of
beautifully boxed medallions, cloth patches andizd
certificates. | look on this as 'my baby' and enjoy
personally congratulating each new member as they
join the Club and putting my ‘gold pen’ finishirayith
to each certificate with great pride. | also ensbet
their names are added to the honour board in the
Clubroom and to the special page devoted to tha Cl
on the website.
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Under 40
Seconds (Club

With the Club expanding with the formation of theapters there was a need to
update the website to be more inclusive. Therealsasa lot of information such as
that on the history of the Club just 'looking' Bmmewhere to be accessible so, along
with our hard-working webmistress Glenda Crew, miaoyrs were spent redesigning
the website, re-organising the content alreadsethad creating new pages to
accommodate all the old and new information. Glesald | continue to work together
almost on a daily basis to ensure that this istemtly updated with the latest
information, reports and photos.

GPO Box 1847, Brisbane, Q, 4001

When Dino Mattea's proposal for the formation & friends of Mt Cotton'
supporters group was accepted by the Managemeninitaa in 2005, | assisted
with the writing of the brochures, the printingtbém and then, with Vern, became
its first two financial members. During the perieen Dino was sending out
newsletters to members, | assisted with providirigrmation and putting these
together for him.



There was a feeling that many of our members wet@aware of the Club's
marvellous facility at Mt Cotton so | came up wilie concept of an Open Day at the
hillclimb incorporating a Swap Meet to provide amatfacet to the day. It started off
strongly with lots of stalls and lots of MGs beimgpught along on the Club run to it.
However, in the past two years the number of stédérs has dropped but the number
of MGs on display is still substantial. Sadly, @svtaken off the calendar for this year.
Maybe there is someone out there with expertisbignarea willing to revive it. If so,
please make your offer to the current committee.
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The Club display at the Redland Museum in late 2006

One of the promises made in the 'Friends of Mt@wvtbhrochure was that the Club
would be producing a book on the history of thé&chihb so, by now, you can
probably guess who took on this task. Fortunatdind already collated a lot of
information when | found myself taking on respoiilgipfor the display on the

history of the hillclimb at the Redland Museumaitel 2006. So, with that information
at hand, and with the background of having compaeer 20 high school textbooks
in my paid working life, the task of compiling theok was less daunting than it
could have been. Because of its pictorial natine cooperation and generosity of
photographers Brier Thomas and John Clatworthy \gezatly appreciated. This
necessitated many hundreds of hours being speitisiig all of their negatives in
order to select those needed for the book. Thidtexkin the scanning also of all of
Brier's racing negatives of Lowood, Lakeside ande®s Paradise and discs of these
are still being sold through the Club.

Thus, by the time of the Australian Hillclimb
Championships in 2007, the book The History
of the Hill: a pictorial history of the first 40

| years of Mt Cotton Hillclimb' was ready to be
released and the Under 40s Club was ready to be
launched. | was able to entice long time Club
member, friend and designer of the circuit, Jon
McCarthy, back 'home' to Australia from his
home in England to launch the book. For the
launch of the Under 40s Club, | was able to persuaarry Connelly, then the
Australian Delegate to the FIA and now a Stewanshany of the F1 Grand Prix, to
present the inaugural batch of mementoes to thadiog members of the Under 40s
Club.




2007 AHC - Gary Connéelly with the
inaugural members of the Under 40s
Club

At my final committee meeting on July 9 2013, | vedte to get a motion passed that
the back wall of the Clubrooms would be devoteth&hillclimb and that a plaque
commemorating John Davies' commitment to the Chdbthe Hillclimb would be
placed there. Ever since the purchase of the Ciuhsp John expressed his frustration
at the lack of acknowledgement of the hillclimbhuit the building. | am pleased that
his wish has started to be fulfilled.

Many of those tasks listed above do not come utideresponsibility of Secretary - a
role which would probably be defined as sendingmmiices of meetings and
agendas, writing and distributing the minutes agalidg with the correspondence
and doing these things in a timely manner to entddddusiness of committee to be
done effectively. For now, it is only these lastits which will | am not doing - they
are for the current Secretary, Malcolm Spiden. ey, | will continue for as long
as feasible with all of my other non-Committee tasicluding the editing of the Club
facebook magazine; the updating of the

Admin Pane _ z Club's website; the monitoring of
=g ' e the Club's Facebook page (the
setting up of which provided a
steep learning curve for such a
non-social media person as | am);
the sending out of another of my
initiatives - the weekly email
which provides updates of
coming events to those in
Brisbane and its 'catchment’ area;
assisting with timing at the
hillclimb on the occasions when
Vern is not competing; the maintenance of mastes bf all results of Club
competitive events, of record breakers at thelmmile, of all copies and contents of
the Club magazines, of Committee members, of traghyers etc; almost daily
liaising with our webmistress, Glenda Crew, kegphe website updated with
reports on events etc, updating of the Club's clenf events both on the website
and in the magazine and the writing of press rele&s try to get maximum publicity
for Club events ... and probably any other jobsifbich my help is needed and
welcomed.

MG Car Club of QId Inc and Mt Cotton Update Page Info [ | | % ~ |
Hillclimb
256 likes - 19 £

alking about this

Non-Pr on
CAMS ffliated Club welcomes MGs and other marques to join in a range of social and
wll informaion on Club website - WwW.mgcca.org.au.

PS There was another side to my participationénGhlub and that is in my Sunday
afternoon drives around the hillclimb in the ldsee decades - our Isuzu PF50 sports
sedan (now in the hands of Ross Liddle), our Co§pand our MGB GT.
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