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We thank Laurel Godwin for this iconic photo from the 
recent trip undertaken by RIP and Blue B and their 
intrepid drivers. 
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President’s Report
Winter is over and Spring is most welcome with all its new 
beginnings.

Major Motorsport events had moved to the northern end of 
Australia to enjoy the tropical winter and stayed longer than 
scheduled, our regional Chapters also have presented a full 
programme of varied events to lap up the warm winter days.  
Midweek runs and social gatherings are key for our Club 
and reports of these activities all over Queensland are well 
documented with articles in the magazine and accompanying 
pictures.  

Don’t forget that your can use your Club registered vehicle 
(SIV) when not on a Club run by creating an Impromptu Event 
through the Members Portal on our website.  Please familiarise 
yourself with the terms and conditions of these events.  This 
information is available through links on the Impromptu Event 
page to the TMR documentation.
Each year volunteers within various organisations in Australia 
dedicate an estimated 600 million hours to help others.  The 
contribution of Volunteers to our Club is immeasurable.  
Volunteers are not only Club members, but are also 
represented by members’ families and interested friends of the 
Club.   I recognise and thank you for the vital work you play in 
the Club.

Sport Australia Acting CEO, Rob Dalton, recently commented 
“Without volunteers, sport would look very different, they are 
crucial to the enjoyment and participation of sport at all levels. 
Whether you’re coaching a team, marking the lines, an official 
or administrator at a sporting club or organisation or running 
the canteen, thank you for your dedication and commitment to 
Australian sport.”

The impact of our volunteers was most evident in the 
awesome event that was the 2021 Queensland Hill Climb 
Championship.   The event attracted a large crowd of 
spectators to watch the action as NSW entrant Glen Amos 
and driver Dean Amos took out the Championship.  Thank 
you to all the Volunteers, Officials, Competitors and their Crew 
as well as the generous sponsors for enabling such a great 
event.  Well Done. Congratulations also to the all the winners. 
The report, results and photos of the event are included in this 
edition of your magazine.

The MG Car Club of Queensland was presented an award on 
that day too.  The Club was awarded the Motorsport Australia 
Outstanding 2020 Club Award for Queensland.  I accepted the 
award on behalf of the Club membership.  Congratulations MG 
Car Club of Queensland.

During the Australian Hill Climb Championship planned for 
October this year, the eyes of the Motorsport Community both 
here in Australia and abroad will be focused on our Club and 
the running of this event.  The small but dedicated organising 
committee could do with a boost of helpers for the preparation 
and execution of this event.  If you are willing to help, please 
contact myself or any member of committee.  Similarly, we are 
eagerly seeking sponsorship for the event.  If your business is 
able to provide sponsorship, we have a number of packages 

available and would welcome talking to you further.  The Club 
is also registered with the Australian Sports Foundation where 
donations from individuals may create certain tax benefits.
The partnership with the Australian Sports Foundation is just 
one of the new initiatives investigated and approved by the 
Management Committee to increase potential revenue streams 
to support the longevity and health of the Club.  

I challenged the Management Committee to consider what 
the Club would be like in 5 years and develop a strategy for 
its future.  We are looking to focus on activities, competitions, 
asset management and membership growth to develop 
strategies in each of these areas, fixing goals and outcomes 
for the Club.  I would welcome your participation, feedback, 
and ideas in this regard too. Name one achievement you would 
like the Club to attain in the next twelve months and send it to 
me in an email. 

With the Annual General Meeting approaching in September, 
I hope this future strategy can be shared with you at that 
meeting.  The AGM will require nominations, due by end 
of August, for Club roles including those of the President, 
Management Committee; sub-Committees and various 
co-ordinators.  Please consider taking up one of these roles 
yourself in 2021/2022.

The planning of the National Meeting for 2022 is well underway 
by the MG Car Club of Newcastle.  The National Meeting is 
being held over Easter in Lake Macquarie.  A good amount of 
interest by our Club members who are planning on attending 
is encouraging.  Thank you to Cathy Bartley for accepting 
the role of the Qld co-ordinator.   After a two year wait for a 
National Meeting, it is time to start polishing up the show pony 
and practicing the motorkhana skills.  Bulletin 1 has been 
published and can be found on our website.

September is jam-packed full of Club activities.  To the 
members of our regional chapters I would invite you to come 
to Brisbane and join in the events over three weekends from 
September 11, Interclub Hillclimb, and our Concours on 
September 12.  The following weekend starting on Friday, 17th 
is our AGM and a Noggin ‘n’ Natter and ending with All British 
Day on September 19th.  The next weekend 25th and 26th is 
Round 5 of the Hillclimb Series.  All of these weekends provide 
an excellent social opportunity to meet other members and 
participate in these events while visiting the great South East.  
You would be made most welcome being hosted by the Club’s 
city members.

Enjoy your reading of this edition of the Octagon.  Thank you to 
the contributors and the editors for the work you put in.

- Safety fast
 Jim Scott
President

president@mgccq.org
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Some Words from Elaine
There will be some amongst you who will be 
disappointed to notice that there is no episode of 
Ken Ebeling’s motoring experiences in this issue 
but, never fear, a couple have been held aside 
for the next issue and there is plenty of variety in 
this issue to keep you entertained – and maybe 
educated. The highest priority was to ensure that 
there was space for the Letten report (I’m still 
using that name even though Shez was not on 
this latest major travel event that has just been 
undertaken and completed very recently. So 
where did they still find to go? The last trip was 
very much north and south in direction as they 
headed to the Tip – the most northerly point of 
the Australian mainland. So, where to go this 
time ? --- they decided on a change of direction 
and set out to cross the continent from East to 
West, viewing many memorable and far-flung 
places with the top of the list having to be the 
iconic feature which graces the cover.
When I think back to the places they have been 
in their trustworthy MGs and the iconic photos 
taken against a whole range of wonderful 
scenery, I feel tempted to suggest that someone 
should produce a book of the best of them – and 
there wouldn’t be a shortage of photos from 
which to choose. As most of them have found 
their way on to an Octagon cover, they can easily 
be viewed again if you go to the Octagon Archive 
on the Club website.

Sadly, we are once again paying a tribute to a 
longtime member of the MGCCQ and I hope the 
photos that go with that tribute will remind you 
of the love Cyril had for his car and his wide-
ranging use of it. It was fitting that three MGs 
were at his funeral to pay tribute to this well-liked 
man. VALE – Cyril Bennett.

Just in the last few days, we have farewelled 
another from the Club – though many of you may 
not have known her as she is more associated 
as an early Club member, especially by me. 
She was Anna Fraser, wife of John Fraser 

whom many may know through his long time 
commitment to his passion for driver training. 
From my own personal view, I knew Ann and 
John quite well back in the 60s when the place 
to go on a Friday night were the Clubrooms 
at 620 Wickham Street the Valley which 
became inhabited with a predominantly male 
group of people for this weekly get together. 
As a female who joined the Club at this time, I 
was apprehensive about entering that male-
dominated environment but two family groups 
welcomed me without question (even though 
I had a Mini, not an MG). One family was the 
Fraser family of John and Anna (newly married 
and – if my memory is correct - and newly  
parents. They took me ‘under their wings’ and 
made me feel comfortable there and for that I 
have always held them in the highest regard 
and thus felt the loss when we farewelled 
Anna just in the past few days. I always feel 
appreciative of the Fraser family’s friendship 
and try to express my thanks by trying to make 
new members to the Club feel something of that 
welcoming spirit from me. The other group who 
made me feel welcome was Miles Hunter and 
his family.

We are sad to report yet another loss to the 
MGCCQ community – Lesley Pyott who died 
quite recently. Our sympathy goes to her 
husband, Steve, and their family.
You may note that there is no calendar ‘insert’ in 
this issue; this is because Noticeboard, a regular 
page 5 feature, always has coming events listed 
but this current listing goes through to the end 
of November leaving the calendar pages free to 
be used, along with others, for our major feature 
story in this issue. 

Please remember that your contributions 
are always welcomed and help to give more 
diversity to each issue’s contents. The next 
issue is the September one; contributions should 
be in my hands by the last day of August.

Ross Kelly 	  Ross Kelly 	  3352 41513352 4151

0407 364 5430407 364 543

Mark Wellard 0413 227 319
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Notice Board
SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2021 

(Full information is on the online calendar on the Club website)

SEPTEMBER
3 	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

11	 Interclub Hillclimb

12 	 Concours

17 	 Annual General Meeting and Noggin ‘n’ Natter

19 	 All British Day (Brisbane)

22 	 Midweek run

25/26	 Rd 5 of the Hillclimb Series

OCTOBER	

1 	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

3 	 Hyundai Excels Nationals at Morgan Park

15	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

18 	 Australian Motorkhana Championship

21-24 	 The MAJOR EVENT Australian Hill Climb

	 Championship at Mt Cotton

27	 Midweek run 

NOVEMBER
5 	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

19 	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

24 	 Midweek run organised by Meryl Miles

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members to the Club and 
hope they have a long and happy association with it.

Nick Goodwin	 Stockleigh
Patrick Patullo	 SHAILER PARK
Lachlan Kirkness	 Bannockburn
Brendan Gough	 Chuwar
Michael O’Brien	 Port Douglas
Tracey Haase	 Burnett Heads
Ronald Bilton	 Coorparoo
Brendan Blatchly	 Toowoomba East
D’Arcy Watson	 Paradise Point
Philip Martin	 Mackay
Glen Plumb	 Forest Lake
Jack Westbury	 Gold Coast
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The Trip Across 
By Ross Letten

This was the sequel to the Trip to the Tip 
that RIP and Blue B completed in August 
/ September 2020. As usual it was the 
product of Dave Godwin’s quest for iconic 
challenges. Not that we were remotely the 
first travellers to venture this way – much 
of our route was plagiarised from the 
Trakmaster (caravan) Club 2009 trip. That 

club had done a considerable amount of 
research prior to departure and the following 
is an extract from their brief: “The planned 
itinerary…. traverses some historically 
important elements of Australian life and 
history including parts of the Darling River 
system; the fabled Cooper / Diamantina 
system that drains into Lake Eyre; the 
‘corner country’ of NSW, Queensland and 
South Australia; the Strzelecki / Birdsville 
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and Oodnadatta tracks. And of course the 
long and fruitless search for an inland sea.”

And we know anecdotally that Peter and 
Dehlia Rayment traversed the Birdsville, 
Oodnadatta and Docker River tracks 
through the Centre many years ago when 
the roads would have been much worse 
than they are now. 

On this occasion Shez had grand-children 
duties and so was unable to accompany 
Dave, Laurel and me. However as far 
as Bourke we were joined by Dave and 
Laurel’s neighbours Jim and Caroll in an 
AMG Mercedes Series E SUV who were 
excellent company and thereafter by Julie, 
Laurel’s full-of-life friend in a Lexus SUV 
(callsign “Princess”).

Our trip started at the lighthouse on Cape 

Byron - Dave chatted up the car park 
attendant to let us park across the access 
road so that the light-house provided the 
perfect backdrop for our first photo-op. 

And this is where Blue B threw her first 
hissy fit – literally. It transpired that the after-
market electric cooling fan thermostat had 
failed. Fortunately I had a short lead with 
crocodile clips at each end in my bits box so 
we just by-passed the thermostat. And later, 

we commandeered the heater fan switch to 
serve as an Otter control for the rest of the 
trip (explanation: when it gets ‘otter you turn 
the fan on…).

Thereafter an uneventful drive to our 
first stop-over at Tenterfield. Rule 1 of 
our various trips is to fill up with fuel 
for the next day before checking in to 
our accommodation. But Blue B again 
misbehaved: the pre-engaged starter 
failed to engage as advertised and merely 
produced a highly annoying whirring noise. 
A push start from the team got us off to 
Jumbuck Motor Inn where the lovely motel 
owner recommended a large repair garage 
with hoists and much activity diagonally 
across the road. But no, they had a two 
week backlog of work and there was no 
way a little MG was going to worm her way 
in. However one of the off-duty employees, 
Ian, also doubled up as a NRMA roadside 
assistance patrolman. He was called out 
but, although attempting the time-honoured 
trick of belting the starter motor casing with 
a hammer and drift, pronounced that he 
could do nothing further. But very helpfully 
he made a phone call and arranged for us 
to drive out to a retired auto-electrician the 
following morning. Vic Brown turned out 
to be immensely experienced and friendly 
and, after Dave and I had pulled the starter 
motor, he dismantled the unit to discover 
that the bit described in the workshop 
manual as the “Roller clutch action” 
was no longer clutching, just spinning. 
Unfortunately no spares for this part could 
be sourced despite extensive phone calls.

However the ever helpful Classic Car Clinic 
on the Gold Coast found a reconditioned 
motor which was soon winging its way to an 
AusPost collection centre in Bourke. In the 
meantime the team had to put up with push-
starting poor old Blue B.

On the way to our second night’s 
accommodation at Mungindi, RIP decided 
to show some solidarity with Blue B and 
started leaking oil from an over-filled 
steering rack which found its way onto 
the hot exhaust with impressive results. 
Fortunately just clouds of blue smoke 

The start
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spewing from underneath and nothing 
serious. 

Shortly after our first flood fording 
experience on the road to Dirranbandi, Blue 
Bs overdrive packed up. Fortunately I’d 
copied the example of several of our fellow 
MG adventurers during our 2012 Cape to 
Cairo trip by cutting a small inspection flap 
in the sheet metal on the left hand side of 
the transmission tunnel giving access to the 
inhibitor switch. And sure enough, the water 
pressure had pulled the connector off the 
terminal. So another easy fix – would that 
they all would be!

Next stop was Lightning Ridge – a historic 
opal mining town in Outback NSW. 

Our first rest day was spent relaxing and 
visiting the Black Hand Opal Mine featuring 
underground sculptures allegedly produced 
with just a butter knife and fork over a 
period of 22 years in between more-in-
hope-than-expectation opal mining which 
allegedly generated an income of only 
$1,000 a year. Certainly the owner is now 

doing rather better with his novel tourist 
attraction.

And in the evening we spent an engaging 
hour watching the well-known Spark 
open air film presentation describing “the 
inclusive community spirit and opal mining 
in the area and why people come for a few 
days then stay a lifetime”.

The next day we headed for Bourke with the 
expectation of an easy 3h15m drive ahead 
of us. Instead we were advised in Walkett 
that a bridge was down at Brewarrina 
so we had to head for the dirt (but very 
scenic) back roads through Carinda and 
Gongolgon. On the way the noise from 
under Blue B suddenly became strident 
and the gear shift started jerking vertically 
upwards. Inspection revealed that two of the 
bolts securing the side of the gearbox cross 
member had disappeared and the weight 
of the gearbox was resting on the exhaust 
pipe. Fortunately another easy fix.

Black Hand Opal Mine

Reattaching the gearbox cross member

Lightning Ridge

Déjà vu - same backdrop but different miscreants in 
2010. Guess who?
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Port of Bourke Hotel interior 
design feature

Assigned the task by Dave to find 
accommodation in Bourke a couple of days 
earlier, I initially struck out with everything 
seemingly fully booked. So imagine my 
satisfaction when on the eleventh phone 
call I was able to make a booking for four 
rooms at the Port of Bourke hotel. But 
any sense of achievement was quickly 
dispelled on arrival. The business is up for 
sale and the owners clearly haven’t spent 
a proverbial brass farthing on it for some 
time. The place was filthy, Laurel had to 
remove a dead pigeon from her “balcony” 
which was covered in droppings and debris 
and in the breakfast room there were only 
two tea cups and no knives so we had 
to spread our marmite and honey with a 
spoon. I think we’ve been spoilt but this was 
not a pleasant stay. A shame because the 
building itself was striking and would have 
been impressive in its heyday. An example 
of the interior “décor”.

Happily the 
starter motor 
arrived in 
Bourke on 
Monday 
evening, albeit 
too late for 
collection from 
the post office. 
Despite a sour 
encounter with 
an unsmiling 
post mistress 
who was 
clearly averse 
to strangers in 
her post office, 
I was able to 
collect the 
motor and David and I fitted it straight away. 
“O frabjous day! Calooh! Callay! He chortled 
in his joy. “ 

[Unfortunately the jubilation was found to 
be misplaced. Only a few days later the 
recon starter motor also failed, not the fault 
of Classic Car Clinic I hasten to emphasise, 
and poor Blue B had to be tow or push 
started for the rest of the trip].

We spent the next couple of days visiting 
the town’s highlights including a beautiful 
mural being enacted by Lightning Ridge 
artist John Murray. In 1962 Gundabooka 
man Percy Hobson was the first 
Indigenous athlete to win a medal at the 
Commonwealth games. At only 20 years old 
and against all odds this local high jumper 
broke the record when he leapt over a 6’11 
high bar, in Perth’s Perry Lakes stadium. 
A feat forever establishing Percy as one of 
Australia’s most iconic sportsmen. 

To pay tribute, his hometown of Bourke, 
NSW is celebrating Percy Hobson’s 
achievement by dedicating the Bourke 
Water Tower as a canvas for a large mural 
of Percy; a recreation of the iconic photo of 
Hobson bounding into the air; the moment 
he earned his first gold medal.

Also of interest to the boys was a beautiful 
oil fuelled Crossley stationary engine 
manufactured in 1923. Quite a lot of kit to 
produce just 138 bhp. But they start the 
beast up at lunchtime each day and what a 
stirring sight it is. 

Also worth visiting was the Back ‘O Bourke 
exhibition centre which offers screen 
displays and exhibits tracing the history and 
development of the town including the role 
of the Afghan cameleers, the importance of 

Percy Hobson
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the Darling River that rises in the area and 
the tales of the explorers looking for the 
mythical inland sea.

Although with a working starter motor we 
were now able to depart our underwhelming 
accommodation, we faced a new, 
unanticipated problem. There was no 
room to be had for the next couple of days 
further west. Apparently we needed to have 
booked up earlier with so many Australians 
resorting to ‘staycations’.

Anyway Dave was eventually able to 
book clean and tidy cabins at Wanaaring, 
albeit with a 30 metre trudge to the rather 

primitive ablution block. A highlight of the 
evening was a beautiful fire that we sat 
around, yarning with fellow visitors and 
watching the bush TV.

While doing a recce of the town shortly after 
arrival I drove to the western edge of the 
town to discover this sign:

Given that Tibooburra was our next port 
of call this was a bit disconcerting. But it 
transpired that it was the responsibility 

Tibooburra road closure

Arrival in Tibooburra

Salon Laurel 
Replica of Sturts 27ft boat dragged from Adelaide by 

bullock train to search for the inland sea.

Crossley Stationary Engine at Bourke

Happy hour at Wanaaring
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of the lady who runs the general store to 
update the road condition sign and that she 
had been too busy to change the status for 
a couple of days!

The accommodation at Tibooburra was 
a horse of a different colour with three 
comfortable rooms and all ensuite. Such 
luxury – the first in ten days. And no band-
aids to hold the walls together…

We attended a simple but very moving 
ANZAC Day service in front of the hotel at 
6.00am and then left Tibooburra bound for 
Cameron Corner and Innamincka along the 
Strzelecki Track, a distance of 450 kms on 
dirt of variable quality – some smooth, some 
soft, many wash-aways but worst of all the 
dreaded corrugations. Fortunately both 
RIP and Blue B had undergone extensive 
re-fettling of the front suspensions following 

last year’s Trip to 
the Tip, including 
new shocks.

Cameron Corner 
is where the state 
boundaries of 
NSW, SA and 
Queensland meet 
and is marked 
by a white post 
as shown in the 
picture. The traffic 
was a bit wearing 
on this leg: all of 
two oncoming 
4WDs and two 
overtaking.

It was here that Julie’s Lexus started 
playing up. It seems that her quite large 
and copiously alcohol filled plug-in fridge 
had overwhelmed the battery and started 
shutting down other systems including the 
starter, door locks, window lifts, collision 
protection, 4WD etc. Fortunately Dave 
had a lithium jump starter with him so we 
were able to get her back on the road. 
But of course the prospect of securing a 
replacement battery of the correct size and 
spec out here was remote. Fortunately a 
cold reboot sorted the problem.

Also on route to Innamincka her rear 
number plate came unscrewed and had 
to be re-attached, naturally, with good 
old gaffer tape. All this led to some gentle 
ribbing of Julie that she had been well 
advised to have brought along a couple of 
support vehicles for her trip!

And then we came to a beautiful, serene 
lake covering the road in front of us. 

A stunning sunrise…

Cameron Corner Survey 
Marker where NSW, QLD and 

SA meet

An unexpected obstacle on the road to Innamincka

As some wag observed we do have four driven wheels 
between us…
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Fortunately the detour was not too arduous.

Our route from Innamincka to Birdsville was 
effectively decided for us. We had originally 
intended to go up the Cordillo Downs Road 
but this meant fording the Cooper Creek 
just on the outskirts of town. A walk through 
during our rest day revealed a depth of water 
up to mid-calf but, most disconcertingly, the 
rate of flow was 4-5 knots. 

So we decided that was too high risk for 
two little MGs with many more miles to go. 

Instead we went up the alternative Arrabury 
Road which was longer and (a bit) easier.

Quote from Dave re the Innamincka to 
Birdsville leg:

“In my estimation, today will be the hardest 
day of our trip! Ten hours in the saddle, 
rocks, stones, sand, sand dunes, vicious 
cross wind, flies and more flies. Flat, no 
agriculture, no animals, only a hint of green 
after the recent rains... harsh terrain indeed! 
Then the last 200km was towards the 
setting sun! High five for Julie getting over 
the first dune on her third try👍👍👍. After 
her first two failures, RIP shot over and 

Approach to Haddon Corner

Pretty clear what this is…

Allelujah!

Birdsville camp kitchen - fantastic

Arrival in Innamincka and a very welcome sight…

Cooper Creek with Godwin and Letten doing a recce
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Happy hour Birdsville – no shortage of flies

Diamantena River which rises in Kirbys Range NW of 
Longreach and flows for 900km

apparently Jules said “If that little shit can 
do it, I can”. Good on her 👍, Blue B, RIP 
and Princess made easy meat of the other 
dunes too...”

Dave and I spent our first morning in 
Birdsville visiting the local mechanic, 
Blake, a really friendly and helpful chap. 
We borrowed a trolley jack and greased 
and checked our cars while David had 
the mounting bracket for the nearside 
telescopic shock absorber welded back 
on. I helpfully keep telling him to return his 
car to factory specification to avoid these 
problems….

On our last afternoon in Birdsville we drove 
out to the Big Red dune to watch the sunset 
and the antics of a dozen or so enthusiasts 
lured by the following advertising blurb:

“Standing at 40 metres in height, and 
situated just 35 kilometre from Birdsville; 

the famous Big Red Sand Dune provides 
a challenge for any four wheel drive 
enthusiast. The first of 1,140 parallel dunes 
in the Simpson Desert, the spectacular 
sunsets from the top of Big Red are an 
experience not to be missed.”

On this occasion we decided not to show off...

David and I then carried on to Oodnadatta 
while Laurel and Julie detoured to overnight 
in Coober Pedy. The plan was for them to 

Mungerannie Hotel on the Birdsville Track – absolutely 
riotous:

Fund raising in the pub in Maree
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rejoin us at Marla Roadhouse for lunch the 
following day but a bad accident on the 
Stuart Highway resulted in road closure and 
police turning them back 50km to Coober 
Pedy.

So in the end Dave and I spent two nights 
at Erldunda roadhouse with the errant 
ladies joining us on the second. Erldunda 
is close to five spots competing to be the 
“centre of the centre” depending on the 
method of calculation employed.

We were initially unable to find 
accommodation in Yulara so booked one 
cabin in Curtin Springs together with two 
camp sites for Dave and me – for the first 
time ever on our travels we had made room 
for minimalist camping equipment (pup 
tents, inflatable mattresses and sleeping 
bags) for just such an eventuality. As it 
transpired, when we drove ahead to look 
around Yulara, accommodation at The 

And a humorous touch outside…

The old water tank from the days when the old Ghan line 
was in use

William Creek hotel

Lake Eyre South – 12 metres below sea level (near 
where Donald Campbell set a new land speed record of 

403.1 mph on 17/07/1964)

Interesting sign at Erldunda 
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Sails suddenly became available – so we 
cancelled Curtin Springs and avoided back-
tracking. And what a joy it was to spend a 
night in real luxury. 

The next day’s drive to Warakurna on 
466km of gravel almost didn’t happen. Out 
of the blue we came across a Road Closed 
sign at Docker River. With no sensible way 
around we were dumbfounded. Fortunately 
Dave had the presence of mind to phone 
Warakurna roadhouse who gave us a 
laconic “just drive on – she’ll be right!” So 
that’s what we did without incident. Dead 
cars and shredded tyres were a feature of 
the landscape all the way.

Then down the Great Central Road to 
Warburton (for lunch) and Tjukayirla 
(pronounced Chook-a-year-la) for 
accommodation - but no restaurant so 
we dined on pot noodles and toasted 
sandwiches!

Then on to Leonora. The best time of the 
trip for me is the first hour after departure in 
the morning, particularly if it’s an early one. 
The colours, the textures and the smells of 
the outback are enchanting. Later on the 
heat gets up, the flies wake up and fatigue 
sets in.

Herbert Hoover, later president of the 
US between 1929 and 1933, served as 

Sails in the Desert – Ayers Rock Resort

Uluru – but cloud in the west compromised the sunset 
photo-op

Warakurna Road House – note fuel pump cages

Not quite a zebra crossing

Sound advice
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general manager of the mine from May to 
November 1898. 

The entrance to the Steep Point park is 
some 40 km from the tip and signed for high 
clearance 4WD only. We knew that the last 
35kms was on very soft sand that would 
definitely defeat two clearance-and-traction-
challenged sports cars. 

However we decided to push our luck and 
see how far we could get without bogging 
down - but really savage corrugations (to 
which the photo below doesn’t do justice) 
threatened to shake the cars to pieces so 
we did the sensible thing after just a couple 
of kilometres!

And to celebrate our achievement we 
treated ourselves to several nights at 
Monkey Mia Resort.

RIP’s engine missing - turns out to be a loose ignition 
switch

The road trains are impressive but can create  
a lot of dust

Sons of Gwalia open cut gold mine in limited production 
– near Leonora

Now that’s a spanner...the winding engine at  
Sons of Gwalia

And so we approach our destination…

Steep Point – we made it (almost…)
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Steep Point Park entrance

The sunset at Monkey Mia
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Cyril Max Bennett passed away on the 
18th of May 2021 peacefully after a series 
of prolonged illnesses spanning 15 years.  
At the age of 83, he leaves a devoted 
and diminutive wife Marie, and two adult 
children – a daughter and a son.

Cyril was born in Carlton, Victoria and 
moved to Brisbane in 1978.  His passion for 
motor cars passed through the motorcycle 
stages and other quite desirable MGs until 
he acquired his beloved TF in 2000.  He 
became a member of the MGCCQ and 
was an active member at a time when 
the Club showed signs of increasing 
competitiveness.  This fired Cyril’s passion 
and he followed up an advertisement for a 
1953 1250 MGTF.  It proved to be a ‘work 

in progress’ restoration and Cyril saw the 
benefits of the proposition of completion of 
the process.

History proves that the most time 
consuming and costly phase of a restoration 
is the ultimate completion.  Viewing the 
projects through his “Rose coloured 
Glasses”, Cyril snapped up the bargain.

I first saw the car when he presented it at 
the club 2000 concours.  It was roadworthy 
and driveable but looking like an assembly 
of a “basket case”.  Having previously 
owned a good example of a 1250 TF, I set 
out to guide Cyril in his task to complete the 
restoration over the next 15 years.  Barry 
Evans will testify.

A Tribute to Cyril Bennett 
by Dino Mattea
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Many will no doubt recall the high standard 
to which Cyril committed.  History will prove 
the success by his record achievement with 
his winning the Club T SERIES REGISTER 
award for the ensuing 15 consecutive years.

 During his period of membership, Cyril 
was an active contributor having collected 
50 awards for competition in Hillclimb, 
Motorkhana, Ironman and Concours events.  
He attended eight National Meetings and 
picked up the New Zealand Plate on one 
occasion.

 Cyril openly admitted that he was never a 
serious speed contestant and blamed the 
fact that a 1250 TF was never endowed 
with reserves of power to match its profile 
and its legendary good handling reputation.  
But this did not deter Cyril in his serious 
attempts to make token attempts to reduce 
its weight by downsizing its front bumper.  
His motorkhana performance was spirited 
but never noteworthy.  He had a proud 
record of point-scoring for his performance 
in a period where the Qld Club became a 
regular and outright winner of the Annual 
National Meetings.

By Cyril’s own admission, at the completion 
of his TF’s restoration, the car became his 
joy and one which he was very proud to 
own.

PS – from Club President, Jim Scott - “I 
note the passing of member Cyril Bennett 
Member No  #2168.  Cyril was an active 
member from 1989 – 2016.

Cyril in action at Mt Cotton Hillclimb with his body 
language showing his energy and determination in his 

competitiveness.

Cyril at Mt Cotton Hillclimb going over the ‘infamous’ 
Lovers’ Leap on the exit from the first loop.

Showing the same exuberance in competition in the 
motorkhana at a National Meeting and also his sense of 
humour in his rabbit ear ‘extra’ to acknowledge that the 

event was being held at Easter.

Three MGs – one of them an MG TF - on display at Cyril’s funeral as a special acknowledgement of his love of MGs. 
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MG Pre-War and TYme 
Event 2021

Event Information and Registration is now available for the 
MG Pre-War and TYme Event to be held in Canberra from 1 to 
4 October 2021. The information and registration form can be 
found at: https://mgcccanberra.org.au/ 

Inquiries concerning the event may be sent by email to  
mg-pre-war-tyme@mgcccanberra.org.au, or by phone to:

•	Pre-War Registrants: Malcolm Robertson ph. 0408 627 685
•	T Type and Y Type Registrants: Kent Brown ph. 0412 558 029
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MGCCQ Noggin and Natters 
by Don Webster

Our fortnightly Noggin and Natters at the 
clubrooms (First and Third Friday of the 
month) have come back with a bit of a 
difference, post COVID lockdowns. The 
main problem was that we could not have 
our traditional BBQ and buffet servery, so 
alternatives were investigated.

As there was no restriction if you brought 
your own food, and consumed it yourself, 
our first attempt was a “design and bring 
your own pizza’ night, with many variations 
of this fairly basic fare, according to 
individual tastes.

Tim and Lynne Bateman then came to the 
party (literally) with the idea of Gourmet 
Burgers, which were well received. 
Following this success, they offered 
to provide an Irish menu of taties and 
Guinness to celebrate St Patrick’s Day. 
Looking for other significant occasions, 
they then decided that an ‘Asian Adventure’ 

would be appropriate for the Buddha’s 
Birthday. The photo shows the contented 
diners sitting at the arrangement of tables 
representing a mandala. Tim and Lynne 
were then thanked by acclamation, however 
it was difficult to achieve with only one hand 
clapping! 

Future special meals are planned for 
upcoming Noggin and Natters – watch this 
space. Actually, it would be better if you 
watched the Weekly Newsletter on the 
website, as the information is likely to be 
more up-to-date.
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2 Trade Street
Ormiston Q 4160

British Car Specialist & Rover T4 Diagnostics

Mal Ryan Ph: 0419 741 223 - mspa.com@optusnet.com.au - Capalaba, Brisbane. 
Check out our website: www.octopusgrip.com to find a distributor close to you.
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By Don Webster 
Photos by Don Webster and  
Mark Wellard

Following the cancellation of last year's 
Maclean's Bridge because of Covid, this 
year's event was a resounding success 
with the organisers (TSOA) being blessed 
with perfect Autumn weather at the new site 
of Belmont Rifle Range. The site layout is 
done so that each car marque is provided 
with a separate area. Our club was well 

represented with members displaying 
their MGs in the MG area, and also those 
owners with other makes grouped with like 
vehicles in other sections. The highlight 
of the day was the collection of over 60 
E-type Jaguars that were there to celebrate 
60 years since the launch of this famous 
model. Profits from the day are given to 
the charity OrangeSky which provides 
a free mobile laundry service for people 
experiencing homelessness.

Maclean’s Bridge Sports
and Classic Car Festival
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The MGs found each other and created a good group photo.
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When Morris Garages made fun and affordable sports cars.
MG MGB: Remembering an automotive icon

By: Rob Margeit CULTURE AND LIFESTYLE EDITOR
www.caradvice.com.au/949877/mg-mgb-remembering-an-automotive-icon/

When confirmation came last week that 
MG was pressing ahead with its radical 
MG Cyberster all-electric sports car, a 
small nostalgic part of my brain kicked into 
overdrive.

MG Motor, the modern iteration, is known 
for its affordable range of SUVs and a 
single city car sized hatchback. Nowhere 
in its line-up, is there a drop-top roadster, 
or sports car of any kind. For a company 
with a near-century long heritage of building 
sports cars almost exclusively, that seems a 
glaring omission.

The MG MGB is arguably one of the most 
recognised sports cars ever made, a small 
and affordable convertible that defined a 
generation of British-ness. And over its 18-
year lifespan, it became the biggest-selling 
open-top sports car in history, with over 
500,000 produced. That mantle eventually 
fell to the car that copied the MGB’s 
simple formula – the Mazda MX-5 – which 
surpassed the British car’s sales record in 
the year 2000. It’s not difficult to understand 
why the MGB became a roaring success, 
almost in spite of itself. In 1962, the world, 
still emerging from a post-war austerity 
slumber, was ready for an affordable, 
lightweight, convertible sports car. Yes, 
the MGB’s predecessor, the gorgeous 

MGA, was a runaway success, with over 
100,000 produced, some 80,000 of which 
ended up in the US. But it lacked even 
basic things like door handles and wind-up 
side windows. Gorgeous? Definitely. But 
practical? Not a chance in hell.

Enter the MGB, which, from the moment it 
was launched in 1962, captured the public’s 
imagination, thanks to its modern design 
and the fact it had door handles, probably. 
And windows. Under the skin, the MGB did 
away with the body-on-frame underpinnings 
of the MGA, instead adopting a monocoque 
chassis that resulted in significantly 
improved handling. Power came from an 
enlarged version of the MGA’s 1.6-litre unit, 
bored out to 1.8 litres and good for 71kW 
and a top speed in excess of 100mph 
(160km/h), all while the wind ruffled your 
hair and the sun kissed your face.

Sure, performance wasn’t exhilarating, but 
contemporary accounts speak of a car that 
was fun and engaging to drive, with sharp 
– if heavy – steering, and decent handling. 
Add in a roomier cabin and increased 
luggage space over the outgoing MGA, and 
it was clear Morris Garages was on to a 
winner. And so it proved, with the Abingdon 
factory in full production mode coping with 
orders. Its affordable price helped too, the 
original MGB asking for around £950 when 
new in 1962. By the end of its first full year 
of production in 1963, around 23,000 MGBs 
had rolled off the production line. Annual 
production increased to 26,000 in 1964, 
with the US the major export market. 

A hardtop MGB GT version arrived in 1965. 
Styled by Pininfarina, the pretty coupe 
gained an additional two seats (although 
most contemporary reports suggest the 
second row was best saved for small 
children or ideal for extra luggage) and a 
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permanent roof along with a hatchback for 
easy access to the cargo area.

Under the bonnet, an upgraded engine 
with a five-bearing crankshaft (replacing 
the old three- bearing version) didn’t add 
anything in terms of performance but did 
add some robustness, while an overdrive 
for the four-speed manual gearbox added 
some refinement to the drive experience. An 
automatic transmission was made available 
from 1967, but really, the purpose of an 
MGB was to be an enjoyable and engaging 
driver’s car. No surprise then, the Borg 
Warner 35 wasn’t popular, and was phased 
out by 1973, having been optioned just 
5000 times in the intervening six years.

While the 1960s spelled a period of great 
success for MG, the 1970s weren’t so kind. 
Now owned by British Leyland, the MGB 
didn’t receive the attention it deserved from 
its new owners which focussed instead 
on legacy brands like Triumph and Austin 
Healey. And ever-stringent fuel emissions 
regulations in the US – easily MG’s largest 
market – neutered what was once a great 
little sport car. Power was down and in 
1974, rubber bumpers replaced the chrome 
versions on previous cars in order to meet 
US safety regulations. It didn’t help the 
MGB’s ride-height was increased by around 
38mm, the end result a less-resolved, and 
some would posit, downright ugly MGB 
roadster. 

But, it wasn’t all doom and gloom in the 
1970s, with British Leyland cramming a V8 
engine into the coupe to create the MGB 
GT V8, but, only after it saw the potential 
when independent tuner, Ken Costello, 
fitted a 119kW V8 sourced from Rover 

under the bonnet. With the bent-eight doing 
the work, the Costello MGB GT V8 was 
good for a top speed of around 210km/h 
and could complete the sprint from 0-60mph 
(97km/h) in under eight seconds. 

British Leyland owned Rover at the time 
so it would have made sense for the 
carmaker to adopt Costello’s blueprint for 
more horses. It didn’t. Instead, BL stuffed 
a detuned, low-compression version of 
Rover’s alloy 3.5-litre V8, good for 102kW 
and a top speed of 200km/h. The GT V8’s 
downfall though was timing, the fuel crisis 
in the Middle East in full swing in 1973 and 
’74. Petrol-guzzling V8s were on the nose 
around the world and sales of the GT V8 
suffered because of it.

The MGB limped on until 1980, but by then 
much of what made the original MGB so 
appealing to so many had been engineered 
out. The last MGB rolled off the Abingdon 
production line in October 1980, signalling 
an end to what has become, alongside the 
Mini and Jaguar E-Type, arguably one of 
Britain’s most recognisable cars. British 
Leyland closed the Abingdon factory not 
long after.

As an aside, not all MGBs were made in 
Abingdon, with just over 9000 of the popular 
roadsters assembled in Australia between 
1963-72. The cars were shipped from the 
UK as CKD (complete knock down) kits. 
Initial assembly took place at Pressed Metal 
Corporation in Enfield, Sydney but moved to 
BMC’s plant in Zetland, in Sydney’s inner-
east in 1968. All Australian-built MGBs were 
roadsters and can be identified by their 
serial numbers beginning with the letter ‘Y’. 

The new MG Cyberster concept might 
tick all the boxes for a modern sports 
car – futuristic design with styling cues 
from the original MGB roadster, an all-
electric drivetrain with 800km of range and 
a 0 -100km/h sprint time of 3.3 seconds 
(according to the manufacturer), but it 
simply won’t have the charm and charisma 
of what has become one of the great 
automotive icons.

Reproduced with permission from https://
www.caradvice.com.au/
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MG Restorations and then, there are quick-buck makeovers 

By R M Prior

I like to think that I am a reasonably fit, 
healthy and active male, at my now age 
of 81, and I am additionally fortunate, in 
having a zest for life. At varying times during 
my life, I have been told by different people, 
(including my ex), that I am, – cynical, 
demanding, intolerant, sceptical, disruptive, 
argumentative, bombastic, etc, and others 
were a little kinder, with describing me as 
being questioning, curious, clever, creative, 
and even artistic however, I can say with 
some conviction - that I do not believe 
in dishonesty, or failure, which are both, 
absolutely, non-negotiable standards of 
mine. All those criticisms and attributes 
aside, my most recent critique was that at 
my advanced age, why on earth would you 
start another MG restoration project? 

In reply, I say it is because I can, due to my 
fairly decent state of physical and mental 
health, but most importantly, it is because 
I cannot sit around waiting to die. I need to 
be busy, and what better way is there, for 
a classic car enthusiast, and in my case, 
an MG lover, to restore an old car back to 
its former glory? I need stimulation, and 
retirement for me doesn’t mean inactivity. I 
am also a keen caravanner, and am likely 
as not, to be traversing the desert country 
of Central Australia, when classic vehicle 
restoration enthusiasm falters. Which brings 
me to the thrust of this article - the quality or 
otherwise, of any classic car restoration, no 
matter the marque? 

I have carried out three MGB restorations 
over the past twenty five years, and I 
am currently into my fourth, a “barn-find” 
MGB GT. This car was terribly neglected 
by the previous owners who did precious 
little maintenance to it, with the result that 
some serious corrosion is apparent and 
some serious mechanical failures exist. It 
wasn’t unexpected and when I bought it 
sight-unseen from Western Australia late 
last year, I wasn’t disappointed. I am happy 

because I got what I paid for, which brings 
me to another point – buyers not getting 
what they have paid for, with the hidden 
problems in overpriced, “restored” MGs. 
In the past year or so, the prices of classic 
cars have risen sharply, due I believe, to the 
ban on international travel and therefore lots 
of well-heeled regular overseas travellers 
are wanting to cheer themselves up by 
using their disposable income to “invest” in 
the arts, home renovations, and of course 
classic cars etc. Regrettably the urgers are 
always on the lookout when these situations 
arise, so more stock suddenly arrives onto 
the market and amazingly the prices of 
these now being offered for sale are higher 
than last year. Funny that, how something 
doubles in price overnight when the interest/
demand rises? However, these new 
offerings are not always what they seem.

I am very aware that many people don’t 
have my repair skills, and as a result, are 
unwitting victims of non-disclosures when 
buying any car, and even more so when 
it is an expensive MG classic. External 
inspections usually reveal the polished 
and shiny bits etc, but the innards, which 
are hidden, are the weak link. There have 
been many instances recently, of a sudden 
interest in the MGB GT, the coupe version, 
and keen buyer’s paying a lot more than 
usual, for allegedly “restored” cars, and 
discovering mechanical problems that 
should have been repaired previously, 
or which should have been disclosed 
before any money changed hands. I have 
witnessed this in one city MG Car Club 
recently, where a club member, bought 
a nicely presented and gleaming MGB 
GT, from a regional seller for around the 
$26K mark. I felt it was overpriced, but the 
scarcity of this particular model, created a 
kind of buyers frenzy which still persists as 
I write. He proudly showed it off at several 
club events and unfortunately, a few weeks 
back, a long way from where he started, on 
what should have been a pleasant Sunday 
Club outing, the clutch failed and it was 
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taken home on a tilt-tray tow truck, at great 
expense. Later investigations revealed the 
clutch facings, and the throw out bearing, 
both worn down to the metal.

Sadly, this chap, who has no mechanical 
skills, had to engage help, as the engine 
needed to come out. Last I heard was, that 
the repair had been effected; however, the 
owner if not annoyed, should be a bit dirty 
on the “respected” seller. 

I find this attitude by some sellers, to 
be rather tedious, and feel tremendous 
sympathy for a misinformed buyer, with 
them facing unnecessary and costly 
repairs. For the price he paid, it should 
not have been an issue. He should have 

been reasonably confident that the car was 
in tip top order, and that all mechanical 
issues had been attended to. The lesser 
crime would have been if he had told the 
buyer that he had not renewed the failed 
components, and that they may need 
attention in the future, and priced the car 
accordingly. My further point is this – when 
I restore an MG, it is rebuilt to as new 
condition, and that means no shortcuts, and 
anything that needs repairing/replacing/
rectifying or simply renewed, is done on 
principle, because that is how I want the 
car to end up and it is how, I would wish 
to be treated. While the engine/gearbox is 
out during my “restoration” the clutch plate, 
pressure plate and throw out bearing will be 
replaced with new, it should be a matter of 
course – and not left unchecked by avoiding 
a few dollars, and absolute laziness. Each 
of my previously restored MGBs, had 
its engine professionally reconditioned 
whether it needed it or not. Each car, 
besides receiving a complete body repair 
and paint, gets a totally new interior trim, 
carpets, seats etc, along with a new wiring 
harness, new shock absorbers, every nut, 
bolt and screw removed, then replated, and 
replaced. Every suspension bush/shackle/
sleeve, or split pin was renewed. The brake My first resto 74 GT

My latest restoration project

Front Cross Member

Front Suspension Fitted

MGB Engine Bay
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system was totally rebuilt with all new parts, 
brake lines, cylinders, connectors as was 
the clutch system, with a new ring gear, 
spigot bush, pressure plate, clutch plate and 
the throw out bearing and fork even earned 
a new rubber cover. Rather than prolong 
the “what parts I replaced” part of my story, 
it is needless to say, that I wasn’t happy 
until it was like new, and the result was my 
satisfaction of knowing it was as good as I 
could make it.

So, if anyone has purchased a “restored” 
MG and all of the above was not part of 
the restoration, then it wasn’t restored – it 
was given a quickie make-over, and there 
is a big difference. Half doing any job is 

anathema to me, and I sincerely hope 
that when any of my restored MGs come 
on to the market, the buyers will have the 
benefit of my “over the top” treatment and 
respect what I have done. I have only ever 
sold two of my restored MGs, and I have 
never heard of a problem with successive 
owners. I am often reminded of a great 
MG clubman, who is sadly no longer with 
us, who, and whenever he was offering up 
something for sale, he would politely say, 
with a twinkle in his eye, and a grin a mile 
wide, “Please bring your chequebook, line 
up, and form an orderly queue!” Not for me, 
offering my latest restoration for sale – it will 
be my last, and I will never sell it – never.

SUNDAY RUN ON 13TH JUNE 2021  
to the Gold Coast Motor Museum 

Report and photos by Tim and Lynne 
Bateman

The winter’s day started fine and brisk. Nine 
MGs and one Mazda met at Noyer Park in 
Windaroo for an early morning tea. Coffee 
or tea was BYO or from the 7/11 next door, 
complemented by the warm mini quiches, 
chocolate brownies and cookies provided 
by Lynne and Tim.

Our convoy left at 10am heading south to 
Tamborine Village and then on through busy 
Canungra, waving to the Sunday brunch 
set as we drove slowly through town. 
We then continued our drive through the 
Witheren Land Warfare Area, fortunately 
no land mines or live army fire to be seen 
or heard! Turning off Route 92, we passed 
through the picturesque Upper Coomera 
countryside, finally arriving at the Gold 
Coast Motor Museum which only opened in 
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October 2020. By now we were joined by 
Jim and Kathy Scott who had been delayed. 

The friendly and helpful Melissa greeted 
us at the museum, and we spent a good 
hour looking at all the exhibits, including 
cars, bikes, boats and other motoring 
memorabilia. The men were observed with 
their heads inside engines and discussing 
horse power, torque and cubic centimetres. 
The ladies were seen chatting and enjoyed 
admiring the mannequins in the different 
couture of the era.

Lunch time found us at Stanley’s 
Restaurant, conveniently located next door 
to the museum, where we enjoyed our 
meals and beverages. Also on display was 
a 1919 Stanley Steamer. After lunch some 
people departed, while others returned to 
the museum for photo opportunities and 
more exploring. Some said they thought 
they saw Jim under his Midget with pliers 
and a piece of wire doing a temporary repair 
before leaving!

A super day of great company, fine food and 
drinks and interesting motor exhibits.

Tim and Lynne Bateman	 Red MG B
Neil and Narelle Mills	 Green MGF
Don and Anni Webster	 Green MG TD
Errol and Wendy Hoger	 Gold MG BL
Brian and Gage Allen	 White MGB GT
John and Pat Walker 	 Red MG A
Malcolm Spiden		  Blue MGB GT
George and Jackie Reedy	 Green MG B
Terry and Lynn Jones	 White MG TC
Jim and Kathy Scott	 Cadiz Orange 
			   MG Midget
Mike Barnett and Noel	 Red Mazda
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Mid Week Run Wednesday 26th May 2021 
The weather was grand and the ‘roll up of 
participants was even better. There were 
24 members and their partners at the 
starting Point at The Rocks River Park at 
Jindalee on the morning of May 26th.The 
route flowed along the Centenary Highway 
thru Springfield and adjacent suburbs to 
Yamanto on to the Cunningham Hwy to 
Amberley Air Base then Rosewood and 
the Lockyer Valley to Rosewood /Laidley /
Forest Hill then thru The University of QLD 
Gatton Campus on to the Warrego Highway. 
Past Gatton the Highway splits on to the 
New Toowoomba Bypass to the north of the 
city and curls thru on a roundabout route 
to the New England Hwy. The scenery and 
engineering of the Toowoomba Bypass is 
magnificent and was commented on by 
many of the folks. Smoko was at Hampton 
then we went down the great Divide to Esk 
and the Wivenhoe Dam .The road passed 
through the Eucalypt Forest which had 
had a severe ‘Bush fire ‘ thru in 2019. But 
as Eucalypt relies on fire to germinate and 
recover after the event and this was very 
evident. The forest was rejuvenating and 
growing well.

Lunch was at Kingfisher Point on the 
Eastern side of the Dam. The dam is only 
41.2% ( drinking water ). The Dam had 
a capacity of 200% which is half drinking 
water half flood mitigation. In 2011 the dam 
got to 196% before the engineers released 
the dam hence the flooding problem and the 
subsequent and continuing legal problem. 
The claimants still have not been paid.

A great day!

Regards, 
Bruce Mutch MGCCQ 

Participants were: 

Bruce Mutch & Suzie Facey	 Subaru
Brian Cranley	 Fiat Abarth
John Davidson	 MGB GT
Paul Hartley & Ann Stanford	 MGA
Alastair Sanders & Simon Reynolds	 MGB
Lloyd & Karen Thomson	 MGB
Barry Lutwyche	 MGB
Jan Burke	 MGB
John & Tricia Cranley	 McLaren
Dennis & Diana Kelly	 MX5
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MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

FRIDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2021 
7.30pm at 8/16 Collinsvale Street, Rocklea 

 
AGENDA 

1. Open Meeting 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 
 
4. Management Committee Report 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
 
6. Auditor’s Report 
 
7. Elect President & Committee for 2021/2022 
 
8. Elect Auditor 
 
9. Acceptance of nominated recipients for Honorary Life Membership 
 

MEETING CLOSE 
 

A General Meeting will follow, chaired by the incoming President, at which members are 
invited to raise items of interest. 

To assist with preparation of the General Meeting agenda please advise the Secretary of any items 
for the agenda by 3rd September 2021. 

 
At the conclusion of these meetings, food and drink will be available. 
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FORM OF NOMINATION FOR PRESIDENT 

OR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC.
We, as financial members of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc., hereby nominate 

……………........……………………………………………………

For the position of   

President   or              Management Committee member

(tick only ONE box)

Proposed by  ……………………………………………….

Club No …………….

Seconded by  ……………………………………………….

Club No …………….

I hereby signify my willingness to act in the capacity as per the above nomination

Signed ……………………………………………………………..	 Club No …………….
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FORM OF PROXY

MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC.

I, …………………………………………………  Club No ……………………

Being a financial member of the abovenamed Club, hereby appoint

…………………………………………………...  Club No ……………………

to vote for me at the *annual / *special general meeting of the Club to be held on 

the …………………………...	 day of	  ……………………… 20 ….....	 and at any 
adjournment thereof.

Signed this ………………….  day of    ……………………… 20 ….....

Signature …………………………………………………………………………...

This form is to be used *in favour of/ *against the resolution.
*strike out whichever is not desirable (unless otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as he thinks fit).
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For more Information:   ahc2021@mgccq.org mgccq.org.au/ahc2021 
  

Australian Hillclimb 
Championships – 2021 
@20AHC21 

Event Secretary:  Annette Truscott 

 

A National Championship 
event of  

 

Promoted and hosted  
by the MG Car Club of Qld. 

 

Redlands Coast, 
everything from the 
bush to the beach. 

 

O
riginal photo by Peter Buchanan 
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Malcolm Campbell & Kathy Burford	 Golf Greg & 
Rhonda Hannant	 MG3
Jeff Heslewood & Neil Taylor	 Subaru
Trevor Mills
Dennis Thomas	 MGB
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June Midweek Run

Report by Jan Burke

On the fine, cool morning of Wednesday 
23 June four red rubber bumper MGB’s 
rolled into the Ferny Grove Aqua Park 
carpark and occupied the front starting grid 
positions (rubber bumpers rule - see photo) 
closely followed by eight other starters on 
the 160km run to Kenilworth. The starting 
field of 12 vehicles consisted of eight MGs 
of various models and four other assorted 
vehicles. A further three MGs joined us at 
the morning tea location.

The smoko leg took us through Samford 
village onto Clear Mountain, where the 
view of Lake Samsonvale was spectacular, 
travelling on through Dayboro, Mount 
Mee, D’Águilar and Woodford arriving at 
Cruice Park to be greeted by Trevor & Joy 
Jones, Ray & Suzanne Edwards and Denis 
Thomas & Trevor Mills for morning tea.

POINT OF INTEREST – Fuel is not 
available in Woodford as Don Webster, 
driving his son's MGTD, discovered. Don 
had to drive all the way back to D’Águilar to 
top up.

After lots of happy chatting and nourishment 
we were on the road again to Kenilworth 
Park for lunch via Maleny and Conondale. 
Here we had the pleasure of meeting John 
Walker's brother Peter who had travelled 
down from the North Coast for the occasion.

Before departure we were treated to the 
wonderful (wicked?) wit of Kerry Horgan, 
our legendary Club comedian, with a 
selection from his repertoire of jokes. Thank 
you Kerry.

Thanks everyone for another fun-filled 
MGCCQ adventure.
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Phone or fax for a

FREE
54 PAGE

CATALOGUE
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Participants were:

Barry Lutwyche	 Red MGB
Jan Burke	 Red MGB
Lloyd & Karen Thomson	 Red MGB
John & Pat Walker	 Red MGBGT V8
Errol & Wendy Hoger	 White MG3
Don Webster	 Blue/Black MGTD
Jeff Heslewood & Neil Taylor	 Blue Subaru WRX
Neil & Kate Robson	 Black BMW
Dane & Kerry Horgan	 Silver Mercedes
David Miles	 Grey MG Magnette
Greg & Rhonda Hannant	 Red MG3
Allan & Joyce Tebbutt	 Silver Audi
Denis Thomas & Trevor Mills	BRG MGB

Ray & Suzanne Edwards	 Blue MGB
Trevor & Joy Jones	 Red MGA
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CHAPTER Chatter
FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND CHAPTER

Sun 23 May 2021 

Hidden Cafe Yorkeys Knob to KUR-Cow 
Barnwell Farm Myola

Participants - Bob and Patty White Bugeye 
Sprite, Chris and Val Green MGF, Graham 
and Pauline Maroon Daimler, Harvey and 
Kay Silver Prado, John and Cherie Red 
Midget, Ken and Irene Blue MGB, Kim and 
Fiona Black MX5, Tony B Green PA, Leon 
Red Midget

Beautiful coolish Autumn day in the north 
today, threatening fluffy clouds above, but 
nothing came of them until late in the day 
on the way home. However roofs 
stayed off and everyone got home dry 
after a couple of sprinkles. Lovely start, 
just back from the ocean at Yorkeys 
Knob, at Hidden Cafe for morning 
coffees and tea, then travelled west 
up the Kuranda Range and diverted 
off to the pretty green hills of Myola 
to KUR-Cow Barnwell Farm. The 
farm was set up originally on the cusp 
of Covid, hoping to encourage the 
overseas market to visit and witness 
a working beef farm with aspirations 
of selling quality wagyu produce. With 

a dramatic tourist downturn internationally, 
they now encourage local interest with 
weddings/functions and weekend visitors for 
lunches and to enjoy horse and ATV rides. 
The property also houses various animals, 
including alpacas, draught and Shetland 
horses, goats, sheep, birds, chickens and 
geese in the kids area. Today when we 
were there, not many other guests, so we 
had the serenity all to ourselves, ordering 
burgers, pizzas and chunky pies whilst 
sitting on the vast deck overlooking the lush 
back paddocks, where a very large bull and 
his lady friends with their calves resided. 
Finishing with a few bevies, tummies were 
satisfied and it was time to head home. Was 
really nice to just relax, chat and be away 
from the everyday bustle. Perfect Sunday!
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CHAPTER Chatter
DARLING DOWNS CHAPTER

Wednesday 14th April – Lunch Run

Our April luncheon get together, kindly 
organised by Marilyn & Phil O’Brien was 
at Federation Park, Vale View which is just 
outside Toowoomba.  The elevated park, 

with trees planted for past Prime Ministers, 
is an ideal spot for a picnic lunch and saw 
a gathering of ten members:  Phil & Marilyn 
O’Brien (Pajero), Ron & Judy Gillis (MGB), 
Brian & June Phillips (MGB GT), Gary 
Lawrence (Escort MkI), Glen & Bev Hadfield 
(VW Polo), Cheryl Francis (Mazda).
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CHAPTER Chatter
Wednesday 12th May – Lunch Run

Our monthly lunch get together for May, 
organised by Marilyn and Phil O’Brien, 
was at the popular Railway Hotel in Allora. 
Always an enjoyable location, the lunch 
saw a good rollup of 23, including visitors 
Peter and Susan Hartwig. With COVID 
restrictions in place at most venues, we are 
slowly getting into the swing of RSVP’s and 
accurate numbers – much appreciated by 
the organisers as well.

The day saw a large storm front from 
Toowoomba to Allora, which deterred a few 
from getting the MG’s out, but there were 
some who took the opportunity to get them 
out. Service was good, but conversations 
even better as everyone took the chance to 
catch up on holidays etc. 

Participants: Phil & Marilyn O’Brien (200SX), 
Guy & Pam West Subaru), Owen & Kay 
Douglas (MGB), Rob & Narelle Fraser 
(Pajero), Ken & Sylvia Johns (Hyundai), 
Gary & Janis Lawrence (MGB GT), Peter & 
Susan Hartwig (MX5), Brian & June Phillips 
(MGB GT), Kevin Wruck (Mini Clubman), 
Glen & Bev Hadfield (Passat), Ferne & Rob 
Callow (MG F).

Sunday 30th May – Monthly Run

The monthly run in May was well organised 
by Owen & Kay Douglas. After meeting at Mt 
Kynoch, we headed down through Murphy’s 
Creek through the Lockyer with morning tea 
at Lions Park in Laidley – a very busy little 
place, with what looked like a Lotus Car 
Club and a Model A Ford group arriving for 
morning teas. Minor challenges as a result 
in getting the MG’s out, but a great morning 
in perfect weather.

We moved on through Rosewood and Mt 
Walker, a very scenic drive through farming 
country, with brilliant views of the Great 
Divide and Cunningham’s Gap. Lunch was 
at the Royal Hotel in Harrisville. Parking was 
provided on a beautifully mowed area at the 
rear of the hotel, and adjacent to the railway 
carriage accommodation backing onto 
Warrill Creek. The pub is a great location 
with good food, also popular with other car 
clubs – quite a collection there on the day, 
including a very nice TR6.

Returning home, some of the group stopped 
off at Summerland Camel Farm, another 
busy location with opportunities for camel 
rides, feeding as well as the store and coffee 
shop. Another location with elevated views 
overlooking Mt Flinders. A great day was 
enjoyed by all.

Participants: Owen & Kay Douglas (MGB), 
Gary & Janis Lawrence (MGB GT V8), Brian 
& June Phillips (MGB GT), Ron & Judy 
Gillis (MGB), Michael & Marilyn Keating 
(MGB GT), Gaye Hawkshaw & Debbie (Ford 
Capri), Karen O’Neill & Maxine (MGB), 
Cheryl & Frank Francis (CX30).
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Wednesday 9th June – Lunch Run

June saw our first lunch get together of 
winter organised by Marilyn & Phil O’Brien at 
the Royal Hotel in Leyburn. Usually one of 
our more popular lunch spots, only 6 hardy 
and enthusiastic members braved less than 
ideal conditions to venture out. They did, 
however, get a prime table adjacent to the 
roaring fire. One advantage of the small 
numbers was the quick service – the meals 
remain of a high standard at the Royal. 

Given that we are looking for a replacement 
lunch run coordinator in 2022, Janis 
Lawrence kindly nominated Narelle Fraser 
for the role. Seconded by Owen, Narelle’s 
nomination was carried unanimously (thanks 
Narelle).

Participants: Phil & Marilyn O’Brien (RX7), 
Gary & Janis Lawrence (MX5), Owen 
Douglas & Ken (MGB).

Sunday 27th June – Monthly Run

Fourteen members took the opportunity 
presented by a fine winter’s day to get out 
for a drive around the southern downs. 
The day was well organised by Susan and 
Andrew Willesden and, although a little 

nippy when we first met in Toowoomba, 
turned out to be perfect for the drive. Taking 
us south through Wyreema and through the 
many sweeping turns around Mt Molar, we 
ventured on roads that some of us hadn’t 
taken previously – an unusual occurrence, 
as discussed when we stopped at Clifton for 
morning tea.

After the break, a very enjoyable run through 
the backroads, via Leyburn to Millmerran 
was enjoyed. The black soils of the area 
meant for a bit of a bumpy ride at times, 
but Susan assured us that we’d taken the 
“smooth” option. A very good run for the 
cars though, including a few opportunities 
to wash the undercarriage on shallow water 
courses.

At Millmerran, lunch was organised at 
the Mill Inn Tavern, hidden away from the 
highway – a pleasant surprise for those of 
us that hadn’t been there previously. Good 
service, quality food, good atmosphere and 
a free game of mini-golf for those interested. 
A memorable run and lunch before heading 
back home.

Participants: Andrew & Susan Willesden 
(MGB), Ron & Judy Gillis (Mazda), Gary 
& Janis Lawrence (MX5), Owen & Kay 
Douglas (MGB), Glen & Bev Hadfield 
(MGB), Ian & Jenny Roberts (MGB), Phil & 
Marilyn O’Brien (TR7).
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2A Arab Rd Padstow  NSW  2211 

Email : sales@modernclassiccars.com.au  

Tel : 02 9774 2169    

 Brakes, Gearboxes, Suspension,        
Alloy heads, Wheels, Electronic         

ignition,  Electric power steering,                   
Cooling, EFI Systems, Roll bars, Seats, 
Exhaust, Fibreglass panels, Gauges, 

Limited slip differentials, Air           
conditioning, Engine conversions,  

Complete car builds  

MODERN MODERN   CLASSIC CARS PTY. LTD. 

www.modernclassiccars.com.au 

Enhance 
Refine 

Improve        

The Australian home of 

FRONTLINEFRONTLINE  
Developments 
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CHAPTER Chatter
BUNDABERG CHAPTER

Bundaberg & District Chapter Bundaberg 
Show – Thursday 27th May, 2021 
Peoples Day

0900 we all gather at Quay Street for our 
run to the Annual Bundaberg Show. This 
year the Main Parade had been cancelled 
because of Covid – 19.

After we all arrived at Quay Street, we then 
headed off to the Show Grounds -

MGB - Eric Beckmann, David Cook - MGF, 
MGB - Chris & Pam Gilfoyle , MGA – Ian & 
Tracy Ninnis.

We were able to display our cars at the 
main entrance to the show grounds where 
we had lots of interest in all our cars.

We all had plenty of time to look around the 
show and try out all the rides and collect all 
the show bags.

A great time was had and hopefully we 
will be in the Main Parade with the Show 
Queens next year.

Eric Beckmann
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CHAPTER Chatter
WHITSUNDAY CHAPTER

16th May 2021.  
Impromptu rally for coffee and morning 
tea at Mirani. 

Narrated by Richard Collier.

Chapter numbers at the May scheduled 
“Covered in Chrome” meeting were 
noticeably down due to competing events. 

A suggestion that we go to Mirani for coffee 
and morning tea in the town park was 
canvassed with members via e-mail, with 
positive responses received.

It was pleasing to record twelve people 
indicated their availability to attend. 

A Motorport Australia Permit application 
covering the proposed event was raised. 

The developed “run sheet” identified a 
muster point at the Good Guys carpark, 
North Mackay for a 9.30am departure. 

The planned route had the cars meandering 
along country roads, taking in cane fields, 
and grazing land interspersed with highway 
travel, allowing for a range of speeds to be 
executed. 

Participants included Richard & Lynn Collier 
(MGF); Roger & Lesley Green (MGV8 
Rover): Jim Forest (MGF), John Evetts 
(MGBGT), Ian & Eileen Hall (Cobra), Mark 
& Ann Stephens (MGTF) and Jim Robb 
(MGB). John Vickery (MGB), a Eungella 
resident joined the group at Mirani; the 
choice of location significantly reducing his 
travel distance and resulting in eight car 
participation. 

Participants descended on the local diner 

only to find it temporally closed resulting 
in Plan B being implemented, the general 
store. Given the numbers involved, some 
time passed before all orders were serviced. 

With food and beverage needs satisfied, 
the covered park benches were a welcome 
amenity and conversations were quickly 
struck-up covering a wide range of topics.  

After a period chewing the fat, the group 
started to go their separate ways, some 
returning home to Mackay whilst some took 
the opportunity to explore local attractions 
but not before agreeing on the next bi-
monthly dinner (June) to be at the Surf 
Club, Mackay Harbour.

Bi-monthly Chapter dinner at Mackay 
Surf Club. 

Compiled by Richard Collier.

A deliverable for the Chapter is scheduling 
of a bi-monthly dinner at an agreed venue 
location around Mackay, this month being 
the Mackay Surf Club. 

The Surf club has struggled in recent years 
for various reasons, a situation not helped 
by COVID-19 restrictions. 

When making the reservation, the club 
representative was courteous and helpful, 
from a customer perspective the vibes were 
positive and were further enhanced when 
confirming reservation numbers prior to the 
event. 

Attendees were responsible for making their 
own transport arrangements to and from 
the venue, nominated drivers being the 
preferred option. 
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CHAPTER Chatter
Despite being the start of school holidays 
there was a good turn-out, attendees 
included Richard & Lynn Collier (MGTF); 
Roger Green (MGRV8): Jim & Lorna Forest 
(MGF), John & Sue Evetts (MGBGT): Paul 
& Dianne Octrin (MGBGT Turbo): Gerry 
& Barb Deguara (MGBV8); Rod Pacey & 
Beverly (Porsche 911) and Albert & Leah 
Scheepers (MGB). 

Upon arrival the dinner party members 
were directed to the reserved table, drinks 
ordered, meals selected/orders placed, and 
several group conversations initiated. 

Once meals ordered, the table service 
was swift and effective, the meals were 
well presented with portions on the large 
size. With background noise minimal, 
conversations continued during dinner and 
post dinner covering a wide range of topics. 

Topics included future outing destinations 
and car runs and the obligatory 
grandchildren escapades. 

After two hours of “natter and chatter”, it 
was time to exit the establishment and go 
our separate ways. 

Feedback from the group was positive with 
regards the facilities, quality and quantity 
of meals and the level of interaction which 
was assisted by a low background noise 
environment. 

Suggestion made that we specify the table 
layout arrangement where possible when 
making future reservations to allow for 
improved interaction when large group of 
attendees involved. 

Following the night of the Asian Adventure, Max and 
Noeline Johnson offered a ‘Welcome to Winter’ on 
Friday 4th June, and what a cold night it was.  Numbers 
were down, but spirits were high which bodes well for 
attendance at future evenings.  

In an attempt to tie our evening meeting with something 
important that was occurring outside the club, Tim 
and Lynne Bateman hosted an Italian themed meal in 
honour of ‘National Lasagne Day’, even if this spurious 
event only existed in their own minds.  And of course, 
our resident sommelier, Flavio, was able to advise on a 
suitably accompanying wine – a cheeky Lambrusco.

Unfortunately, our next themed dinner which was to 
be in celebration of USA Independence Day, had to 
be cancelled because that nasty virus exerted its own 
independence and forced us into virtual lock down.

Well, we were not going to put up with that, so we 
revolted which coincidentally tied up with our French 

amis celebrating Bastille Day.  Tim 
and Lynne provided a meal of 
Quiche Lorraine with Crepes 
for dessert, which satisfied the 
hungry hordes.

But there is more yet to come 
as inventive minds seek to 
find suitable external events 
that can tie up with a themed 
dinner.

More Noggin and Natters 
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CHAPTER Chatter
WIDE BAY CHAPTER

Wednesday 19th May 

We were invited to John and Roo’s lovely 
property at Tinana for a BBQ and a fun day 
out. We had an absolutely fabulous time 
with our new members getting to know 
everyone a lot better.

The chapter supplied the sausages and 
onions and the ladies brought along some 
lovely salads and sweets for all to enjoy. A 
highlight was the Berry Crumble Pie that 
Roo made especially for the day and topped 
off with the fresh cream. It was a meal to 
remember.

We had many games set up to play with 
the Disc Bowls being very popular with 
everyone. 

Our new member David Leishman enjoyed 
his first run out with the Chapter although 
his wife Lesley couldn’t be there due to 
family commitments.

Thanks John and Roo for having our 
members at their wonderful property. The 
garden was an absolute credit to them.

David & Lyn 
MGCCQ Wide Bay Chapter
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CHAPTER Chatter

Sunday 23rd May 

Over 40 members attended 
the Gympie Gold Mining Museum for a 
lovely lunch set outside on our own looking 
out over the big Fig Tree with MG’s parked 
all around  it.

After lunch we were treated to a 
guided tour of the Museum by a very 
experienced ex Miner which was well 
received by everyone,some of those early 
miners certainly had a tough life however 
this Gympie gold mine was the saviour of 
Queensland back in the early days of the 
depression.

Great to see some of the Gympie MG 
enthusiasts come along and enjoy the day 
with us and bring their lovely MG’s for us 
to enjoy looking over especially the 2 new  
Twin Cam additions of Wayne and Megan’s. 
They are very special cars.

A good day had by all with thanks to Trevor 
and Sylvia for being our great leaders  on 
the trip down.
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Maryborough Steamfesta

The weather forecast was for rain, rain and 
more rain. The morning dawned looking 
overcast, but reasonable, so I decided to 
risk the rain and attend. There were a few 
light sprinkles as I drove into town in the 
BMW 330 Ci. 

Two more cars arrived shortly after I got 
there and we set up in the designated area 
and put our tables and chairs under cover 
opposite the cars in front of the Brolga 
Theatre. As we sat there a lot of people 
passed on their way in, dressed in the most 
amazing regalia. 

Folk of all ages and size with top hats or 
wide brimmed headwear and modified 
period Edwardian dress of all descriptions 
paraded past with a varied assortment of 

Steampunk attachments adorning their 
costumes. Some had gone to extreme 
efforts trying to outdo others. 

I later went inside to view the spectacular 
display that was going on. There were 
stalls with a range of many different items 
for sale, many carrying on the theme of 
Steampunk. The pictures will say more than 
my inadequate words can portray. 

There were food outlets set up to provide 
nourishment for the hungry and thirsty, the 
coffee looking the favored choice judging 
by the ever present long line of purchasers. 
As the rain set in just after 1 pm, our group 
decided to call it a day and departed, taking 
some indelible memories home with us.

By Bob Carruthers
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CHAPTER Chatter
CAPRICORN CHAPTER

Run Report 16th May 2021 
Impromptu Run Moura and Biloela

Well for a run of such short notice, this run 
was very well subscribed.

It all started at 7:30am when the Yeppoon 
contingent assembled at the Oaks servo 
and proceeded to travel to Rockhampton 
to meet the Rocky folks at the Duckponds. 
Soon after a quick briefing was held and 
new members Jason and Yolinda Foss 
and guests Lyle and Pat Fielding were 
introduced and made welcome by those 
in attendance. Jason and Yolinda in their 
brand new grey metallic Mazda MX-5 
and Lyle and Pat in their silver 1968 Ford 
Mustang. Both cars and Clare Lynam’s new 
acquisition, a Blue 1970 MGBGT attracted 
attention and possibly more so on this 
day as the Capricorn All Classic car club 
were meeting there also before their run to 
Gladstone. This little stretch of the Bruce 
highway was adorned with old Cadillacs, 
Chevys, Holdens and Fords most of which 
could easily have carried our MGs in their 
boot. Along with our contingent of MG’s, 
Mazda’s, Volvo 1800E it must have looked 
quite impressive as many passing motorists 
sounded their horns as they went by.

In due course we departed heading to our 
destination out west. All went well up the 

Mt Morgan range and to our first comfort 
stop at Dululu where Jo came across one 
of her past students and her two little girls 
who were travelling through. Jo gave the 
little girls a joy ride in her MGB up and down 
the road. In the meantime, an inconsiderate 
Motorhome owner elected to empty his 
toilet waste down the dump point which 
was situated right in the middle of where 
we were parked. What a stench don’t know 
what they had been eating! Time to head 
off once more but just as the leaders hit 
the Leichhardt Highway, a telephone call 
came through to say that one of the cars 
wouldn’t start.  Nev Funch and yours truly 
did a U turn to see if we could help out. 
Now Gurney Clamp, who absolutely loves 
to win the annual broken MG award was at 
it again, this time with a flat battery. After 
a quick push start of the little white MG, 
we were on the road once more, next stop 
Moura for morning tea.  

We were met by new members Clem and 
Jean Hill in their immaculate early bright red 
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Mazda MX-5 at Moura. As luck would have 
it the Moura Sunday Markets were on, so 
the ladies in the group hightailed it over to 
check them out. The weather in Moura was 
quite cool as the nippy westerly winds were 
blowing, but Phil and Gordon found a coffee 
shop and warmed themselves up a little. 
During smoko Jo and Katie drew the rusty 
door prize, which was won by Glenis, I hope 
she likes Turkish Delights! After smoko and 
after pushing Gurney, next stop was the 
fairly new Moura Miners Memorial that pays 
tribute to miners who had lost their lives in 
mining tragedies in the life time of mining 
in Moura and Kianga Mines, now called 
Dawson. A very touching tribute to those 
unfortunate men.

Next stop, after once again pushing Gurney, 
was the viewing platform at the mine that 
has been revamped and situated right 
above a busy part of the mine. There wasn’t 
a lot of mining activities going on but the 
group did get to see several huge dump 
trucks working several hundred feet below 
us. Before long we were on our way to 
Biloela, this time Gurney had parked on a 
slope and was able to roll start his car. Phil, 
who was suffering from some sort of dog 

wog and wasn’t feeling the best asked if I 
could give him a spell from driving which I 
did, but that meant that Sandra who hadn’t 
driven my GT for several years had to 
drive it across to Bilo. She did very well 
considering the circumstances.  

After a nice drive to Bilo, I must say that 
Phil’s MGTF drove very nicely. We stopped 
at the Biloela Hotel for lunch where Jo 
and Katie finished off the card dealing for 
the poker run which was won by none 
other than Katie with a hand of three of a 
kind. Well done, Katie. Lunch was served 
reasonably quickly and soon it was time to 
head off again this time to home, Gurney 
requiring his last push start. Ian and 
Rosemary elected to stay in Bilo to spend 
some time with old friends.

All in all, a very pleasant and interesting 
day, enjoyed by everybody in attendance.

Footnote: Gloria and Gurney arrived home 
safely as did Phil who was feeling off colour 
all day.

Jim.
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Photos by Clare and Phil

Those in attendance were;

Gurney and Gloria
Trevor and Glennis
Ian and Rosemary
Phil Henry
Lyle and Pat- Guests
Jo and Katie
Clare
Neville
Phil White
Jason and Yolinda- New members
Gordon
Clem and Jean- New member (reside in 
Biloela)
Sandra and myself.

Run Report 4th June 2021 
Yeppoon Cruising Yacht Club Dinner

A cool night and a spectacular sunset 
over the Roslyn Bay Harbour were the 
setting for Friday night’s MGCC Capricorn 
Chapters’ June dinner at the Cruising Yacht 
Club. As their chef was away, we were 
previously offered a self-cook bar-be- que 
which turned out a very good choice. Their 
Bar-be-que packs were quite reasonable 
and contained a fillet of steak, a lamb chop 
and two sausages all supplied by one of 
Yeppoon’s most noted butcher. The poker 

run funds bought some salad and bread 
rolls and other ladies also bought along 
extra salad. Thanks to all and good to see 
the poker run money being used again in 
this manner. Thanks to Jo and Katie for all 
their hard work on our regular runs.

At around 6:45 the bar- be que was lit and 
we started cooking our meals with each 
cooking their own meat to avoid not cooking 
to their own liking. I must say the onions 
were cooked to perfection (I wonder who 
cooked those?) Soon we were all eating 
and enjoying our fresh meals.

Rick and Michelle Taylor who have been 
absent from runs for one reason or 
another for a while and as this was the 
first opportunity,  were presented with their 
Broken Mg Award from 2020, an award that 
is given in fun to the person/s with the most 
breakdowns throughout the year.  

All the meals now eaten, Judy surprised us 
with a beautiful chocolate sponge cake, the 
very first cake she has cooked since moving 
into their new home, it was delicious.

Now it was a condition by the cruising yacht 
club that we clean up after ourselves so all 
(well most) chipped in and in no time at all 
the place was exactly how we found it.
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After a few more drinks, the ladies 
suggested that we go to Beaches for a 
goodnight coffee which most of us did and 
enjoyed. A few of the men elected to skip 
the coffee and have a further nightcap.

In all, an excellent evening with excellent 
friends.

Those in attendance were;

Jo and Katie Emmert
Clare Lynam
Phil and Margaret Henry
Gurney Clamp
Ian and Judy Hamilton
Rick and Michelle Taylor
Paul and Joanne Davey
Lyle and Pat Fielding (guests as prospective 
new members)
Sandra and Myself
Jim Armstrong
Photos by Clare Lynam

Run report Sunday 20th June, 2021 
Keppel Sands via the long way.

A cool but very clear Sunday morning 
greeted us for the run.The Yeppoon group 
mustered at the Oaks Service Station, 
where we were joined by new members 
John and Gail Newton in their immaculate 
Jaguar XK140. This of course meant that 
a mandatory group inspection and seal of 
approval occurred on their arrival. It passed 
with flying colours and after introductions 
and a briefing we were soon on our way to 
Rockhampton to meet up with the Rocky 
mob who mostly were waiting for us.

Again, after introductions and briefing were 
held, Katie and Jo initiated the first leg of 
the poker run. Soon, we were all on our way 
up through the roadworks heading north 
that now extend some five or six kilometres 
towards Mackay. Naturally, not long before 
our turn off into Greenlake road, there was 
of course a mandatory lane closure and a 
traffic control traffic light. Yours truly was 
the first car to get the red light and after 
a minute or so were on the move again 
but with sixteen club member cars lined 

up behind us it had to happen. All but Phil 
Henry got through before the next red light. 
We all proceeded to travel on slowly turning 
right into Greenlake road directly after the 
roadworks to allow Phil to catch us up once 
more. On and on we went but still no Phil 
so we stopped after crossing the Yeppoon / 
Rocky Road to wait for Phil. A quick phone 
call went out to Phil to see if he was ok only 
to find out that he had missed the turnoff 
and was nearly at Yamba, so we told him 
we would meet him at Cawarrel where we 
planned to have smoko. By this time Jason 
Foss who always carries a drone just in 
case, had his drone hovering above us and 
was getting some very different photos of 
our cars. We all travelled on to Cawarrel for 
morning tea and waited for Phil. Not long 
after we had settled in, Phil arrived and 
we were a complete group once more. Jo 
drew the first rusty door prize of a bag of 
caramelo bears which was won by Gay K 
and soon was shared around.

After an extend period of basking in the 
warm sun at Cawarrel, we were on our way 
to Keppel Sands which was in the main an 
uneventful but picturesque drive, that is until 
we arrived at the hotel where we discovered 
that Paddy, Jo’s tried and trusted MGB 
had emptied his radiator contents. A quick 
inspection by Martin who was first on the 
scene, discovered a loose top radiator hose 
clamp. A screw driver and several trips to 
the hotel for water with her 600ml water 
bottle by Katie soon had him ready for the 
trip home.

Lunch was soon served and the poker 
run was completed and won by Ian and 
Rosemary Carelton with four kings. The 
hotel had arranged two long tables to 
cater for our 31 members who were in 
attendance. Bellies full, it wasn’t long 
before the group all departed for home after 
another enjoyable MG Capricorn Chapter 
outing. 

Those in attendance were;

Ian and Rosemary Carleton
Gurney and Gloria Clamp
Gary and Julie Kunst
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Phil Henry
John and Gail Newton
Ian and Judy Hamilton
Rick and Michelle Taylor
Pat and Lyle Fielding
Paul and Jo-Anne Davey
Paul and Clare Lynam
Jo and Katie Emmert
John Rowe
Nev Funch
Phil White
Gary and Robbie Galloway
Jason and Yolanda Foss
Sandra and Myself

Photos by Phil Henry and Jason Foss 
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MG ART DECO GLAMOUR COMES TO CAMBOOYA
For those of you that haven’t caught up 
on the news. The very first Airline coupe 
PA0286 has joined the second last Airline 
Coupe TA0355 in my shed at Cambooya. 
Here are a few tempting photos and yes, 
they do both fit onto my truck….. Col 
Schiller

Art Deco Glamour

MG Airline Coupes were produced in very 
small quantities from 1934 to 1936 and less 
than half survive today. Often called the 
most beautiful MG produced, the design 
came from Henry Allingham and was 
manufactured by Carbodies in Coventry. 
The first Airline Coupe body was fitted to 
Chassis PA0286 on 9th February 1934 and 
retained by MG as a demonstrator. It then 
moved through several owners until coming 
to Australia in 1984 and then moving to 
Perth in 2001. In February this year, PA286 
moved to Queensland and joined TA0355 

in Colin Schiller’s collection. TA0355 was 
fitted with an Airline body on the 27th July 
1936 and is believed to be the only MG TA 
remaining with an Airline Body. She was 
sold to Colonel and Mrs Maitland on 2nd 
December 1936 for almost 299 pounds 
(the standard TA was 222 pounds). In 2019 
Fiona Leathart visited Australia to see her 
Grandmothers first car. Colin Schiller and 
Tony & Debbie Slattery purchased TA0355 
in February 2012 from Wolfgang Fisher in 
Switzerland and imported her to Australia. 
Colin purchased Tony’s share in 2014. 51 
Airline bodies seem to have been fitted to 
MGs originally and only 24 remain today, 
scattered throughout the world. Having 
been lucky enough to become the custodian 
of two extremely rare MGs is a privilege that 
will long be remembered.

Colin Schiller

incorporating Winter Consulting &
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Full advertising facility including 
concept & design
branding & corporate ID
publishing, packaging
all offset printing
social media engagement
event management
crisis mitigation
business planning
workshops & facilitation

ARTXDESIGN
marketing

The Octagon - November 2017 1

The

Rebirth of the T type Register -- The participants and their cars are pictured 
at Fernvale, the lunch stop on the inaugural run of the Register. 
(Full report inside)

Official Journal of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc.

ctagon No. 6                                          November 2017

LUNCH OR DINNER FOR TWO! 

$32.99
*Offer Available 

instore only

NEW! KIDS MENU STARTING FROM $5

For kids 12 years and under accompanied by an adult at the time of purchase. All of our sauces may contain traces of tree nuts, peanuts, milk products, gluten and soy products. The allergen and nutritional information for each menu item is available 

on our website www.zambrero.com. We are unable to guarantee that any menu item is free from traces of allergens as there is always a risk that allergens may also be transferred to items during processing, storage or preparation in our kitchen. 

KIDS 
RANGE
BOWLS, NACHOS AND 

QUESADILLAS FOR KIDS. 

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

N160445_Kids_Little_Hero_A1_FA.indd   3

12/21/16   9:03 AM

Two Classic Burritos, chips and dip.

Two 600ml drinks.*

1300 488 717 admin@artxdesign.com.au

rintMasters
.com.au

incorporating Winter Consulting &
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QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 4/5 JUNE
On track photos are by Steve Johns; 
presentation of trophies are by Brad Stratton

2016 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Ace Reporter

Weather played a role on Friday with rain 
resulting in very few taking up the offer 
of additional practice. Rain on Saturday 
saw only the adventurous come out to 
try the conditions. This rain washed any 
rubber from the track surface and even 
though Sunday gave a brilliant winter day 
the track surface was a dry yet cold track 
surface so the possibility of record times 
looked uncertain. The entry attracted 
Malcolm Oastler current Australian, New 
South Wales and Queensland champion 
in his OMS 28 again with the Hayabusa 
turbocharged engine.

DA and BJ COTTON SPONSORED 
CLASSES

First class of each run was for the Holden 
HQ group which was won by Anthony Toft 
with a best run of 56.01 seconds. Barry 
Smith (Ford V8 Special) took the Group K 
(Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 1931 to 
1940) with a 61.64 run from John Anderson 
(Woltri, 63.87). Production Touring Cars 
(1958 to 1972) Group N up to 2000 cc 
went to Ken Freeburn (again down from 
Cairns for the championships) with a 53.70 
time from Paul Shergold (54.35) both 
driving Ford Cortina models. Noel Wicks 
won the over 2 litre class in his Holden 
Torana GTR XU1 (50.91 sec). Fred Sayers 
took the Group O for Sports Sedans 
(Historic Racing and Sports Racing cars 
1966 to 1969) in the ex Don Holland 
lightweight Morris Cooper S in 52.03 sec 
whilst Steve Purdy Group S (Production 
Sports Cars 1941 to 1977) MG Midget 
49.87 sec. Roy Davis took the Group T 

Competition Corner
(Production Sports Cars with a Competition 
History 1941 to 1981) in his Triumph GT6 
running a 49.13 time with the Group U class 
(Sport Sedans up to 1985) going to Chris 
Johns in his Ford Escort with a best run of 
47.54 seconds.

CARRIC ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS SPONSORED CLASSES

The All Wheel Drive Forced Induction 
class went to the multiple Queensland 
Motorkhana Champion, Noel Caplet, in 
the Subaru Liberty turbo with a best run 
of 48.21 seconds and Derek Grant in his 
Subaru Liberty turbo GT with a 57.79 time. 
Mark Pryor was quickest of the Hyundai 
Excel X3 Series cars with a 51.85 run which 
was only 0.08 sec outside the class record 
with Bradley Smith (53.68) and Tony Walsh 
(55.35).

BRAD KIMBERLEY CARS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

The smaller engine capacity class in 
Improved Production cars was won by 
Grant Liddell (Datsun 1200 Coupe, 52.74) 
from Karl Reinke (Hyundai Excel, 61.28) 
slightly ahead of Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
Excel, 61.63 seconds). Dave Sidery (VW 
Beetle, 50.61) finished ahead of Karlie 
Buccini (Proton Satria, 50.76) in the 1601 
to 2000 cc class whilst the 2001 to 3000 cc 
class saw a tussle between Ken Graham 
(Datsun 1600 SSS,45.93) and Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS, 46.33) with 
Troy McGrogan (Mitsubishi Lancer, 48.45) 
and Martin Egglesfield (Ford Fiesta ST 
turbo, 49.41) completing the class. Ken was 
quickest over the first 2 runs until Pauline 
grabbed the lead with a 46.33 run to hold 
this position until the fifth and final climb 
with Ken recorded the winning run with a 
45.93 time. Paul Buccini took the over 3 litre 
capacity class with a run of 47.13 secs in 
his BMW 135i from the Holden Commodore 
of Noel Preston (51.27 seconds).

by Malcolm Spiden

INTERCLUB MOTORKHANA

Entries from Holden Sporting Car Club, 
Datsun Z Car Club, MiniClub Qld, Mazda 
MX-5 Car Club, Qld86/BRZ Car Club, and 
MGCCQ attended the Interclub motorkhana 
event held at the Driver Training Centre 
at Willowbank. Six tests were selected 
being Pine Trees, Serpentine, Cloverleaf, 
Hopscotch, Plumb Crazy and Crazy 
Square. 

With two attempts at each test, the sports 
cars of Brett Davidson (Mazda MX-5) and 
Ashley Tyson (Datsun 240Z) proved to be 
the quickest drivers for the day from the 
sedans of Robert Bower (Subaru Liberty), 
Gary Kotzur (Mini) and Mike Jones (Toyota 
86). 

The Australian Motorkhana Championship 
is scheduled to be conducted by the 
Holden Sporting Car Club on 16 and 17 
October at the Driver Training Centre in the 
Willowbank Motorsport Precinct. Practice 
will be on Saturday with official competition 
on Sunday. The club will need assistance 
from members to be part of the timekeeping 
team, those recording results, observing to 
ensure the competitors complete the test in 
the correct pattern, and Judge of Fact.

2021 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP

The Championship entry attracted hillclimb 
champions plus Mount Cotton Hillclimb 
series winners. In the field it was anticipated 
the outright champion was expected to be 
from current Queensland Champion Dean 
Tighe in the Empire Wraith Hayabusa 
Supercharged, the 2018 and 2019 twice 
Queensland Champion Dean Amos (ex 
Tim Edmondson Gould GR55B with the 

Nicholson McLaren V8), current South 
Australian champion David Mahon (ex 
Malcolm Oastler Dallara Hayabusa 1300 
in which Malcolm ran in third place at the 
2013 Australian Hillclimb Championship at 
Mt Cotton), Michael Von Rappard (Dallara 
Hayabusa Supercharged), Warwick 
Hutchinson (OMS 28 RPV03 turbo), Brett 
Bull (Van Diemen RF03K Kawasaki turbo), 
Grafton visitor Ron Hay (Synergy Dallara), 
Ed McCane (DJ Racecars Firehawk), Greg 
Tebble (2017 hillclimb series winner, Van 
Diemen FF2000).

Saturday was for practice and all times are 
unofficial thus any time recorded cannot be 
a recognised as a record even if the time 
set is quicker than the existing class or 
outright record time. Brad Smith was under 
the existing Hyundai Excel X3 record with 
a 50.96 compared with the class record 
of 51.06 seconds, likewise Ross Mackay 
(2018 hillclimb series winner) was under 
the Sports Sedan record of 44.19 with a run 
of 44.00 seconds in his Escort. Alan Telfer 
would establish a record in the Group P 
(Racing car class for historic vehicle with 
a racing history between 1 January 1968 
to 31 December 1972) when he ran his 
Brabham BT36-2. 

Quickest fifteen times from practice day 
were Dean Tighe (37.93 seconds), Brett 
Bull (38.04), David Mahon (38.27), Dean 
Amos (38.53), Warwick Hutchinson (38.60), 
Michael Von Rappard (38.99), Ron Hay 
(41.65), Greg Tebble and Ed McCane 
(both recording a 42.86 time) Ross Mackay 
(fastest sedan car, 44.00), Rick Miles 
(45.29), Gavin Taylor (45.46), Michael 
Larymore (fastest sports car, 45.61), Mark 
Crespan (2012 hillclimb series winner, 
46.06), Jim Heymer (46.09).

FRENCH CAR CARE SPONSORED 
CLASS

Road Registered sedans over 2 litres was 
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QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
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presentation of trophies are by Brad Stratton

2016 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Ace Reporter

Weather played a role on Friday with rain 
resulting in very few taking up the offer 
of additional practice. Rain on Saturday 
saw only the adventurous come out to 
try the conditions. This rain washed any 
rubber from the track surface and even 
though Sunday gave a brilliant winter day 
the track surface was a dry yet cold track 
surface so the possibility of record times 
looked uncertain. The entry attracted 
Malcolm Oastler current Australian, New 
South Wales and Queensland champion 
in his OMS 28 again with the Hayabusa 
turbocharged engine.

DA and BJ COTTON SPONSORED 
CLASSES

First class of each run was for the Holden 
HQ group which was won by Anthony Toft 
with a best run of 56.01 seconds. Barry 
Smith (Ford V8 Special) took the Group K 
(Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 1931 to 
1940) with a 61.64 run from John Anderson 
(Woltri, 63.87). Production Touring Cars 
(1958 to 1972) Group N up to 2000 cc 
went to Ken Freeburn (again down from 
Cairns for the championships) with a 53.70 
time from Paul Shergold (54.35) both 
driving Ford Cortina models. Noel Wicks 
won the over 2 litre class in his Holden 
Torana GTR XU1 (50.91 sec). Fred Sayers 
took the Group O for Sports Sedans 
(Historic Racing and Sports Racing cars 
1966 to 1969) in the ex Don Holland 
lightweight Morris Cooper S in 52.03 sec 
whilst Steve Purdy Group S (Production 
Sports Cars 1941 to 1977) MG Midget 
49.87 sec. Roy Davis took the Group T 

Competition Corner
(Production Sports Cars with a Competition 
History 1941 to 1981) in his Triumph GT6 
running a 49.13 time with the Group U class 
(Sport Sedans up to 1985) going to Chris 
Johns in his Ford Escort with a best run of 
47.54 seconds.

CARRIC ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS SPONSORED CLASSES

The All Wheel Drive Forced Induction 
class went to the multiple Queensland 
Motorkhana Champion, Noel Caplet, in 
the Subaru Liberty turbo with a best run 
of 48.21 seconds and Derek Grant in his 
Subaru Liberty turbo GT with a 57.79 time. 
Mark Pryor was quickest of the Hyundai 
Excel X3 Series cars with a 51.85 run which 
was only 0.08 sec outside the class record 
with Bradley Smith (53.68) and Tony Walsh 
(55.35).

BRAD KIMBERLEY CARS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

The smaller engine capacity class in 
Improved Production cars was won by 
Grant Liddell (Datsun 1200 Coupe, 52.74) 
from Karl Reinke (Hyundai Excel, 61.28) 
slightly ahead of Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
Excel, 61.63 seconds). Dave Sidery (VW 
Beetle, 50.61) finished ahead of Karlie 
Buccini (Proton Satria, 50.76) in the 1601 
to 2000 cc class whilst the 2001 to 3000 cc 
class saw a tussle between Ken Graham 
(Datsun 1600 SSS,45.93) and Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS, 46.33) with 
Troy McGrogan (Mitsubishi Lancer, 48.45) 
and Martin Egglesfield (Ford Fiesta ST 
turbo, 49.41) completing the class. Ken was 
quickest over the first 2 runs until Pauline 
grabbed the lead with a 46.33 run to hold 
this position until the fifth and final climb 
with Ken recorded the winning run with a 
45.93 time. Paul Buccini took the over 3 litre 
capacity class with a run of 47.13 secs in 
his BMW 135i from the Holden Commodore 
of Noel Preston (51.27 seconds).

won by Derek Holstein (BMW Cooper S 
Supercharged, 48.02) with Daniel Callinan 
(Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 Supercharged, 
48.43), Brendan Merrick (Datsun 120Y 
turbo, 50.02) and Matthew McGrath (Ford 
Fiesta turbo, 51.04).

GOGPS VEHICLE FLEET TRACKING 
SPONSORED CLASSES

Brad Smith was the quickest Hyundai in 
the Circuit Excel X3 class with a 51.19 
time from David Evans (53.96) with Adrian 
McCartney with a best time of 56.06 
seconds.

Ken Graham won the Improved Production 
Sedans (2001 to 3000) and a new record 
45.45 on run six to break his old class 
record of 45.58 set in May 2015. Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS) was next 
with a 45.98 time from Lindsay Derriman 
(competing in his Toyota Vienta in which 
he regularly competes in the Regularity 
class at series rounds, 57.10) and Bryan 
Young (Triumph Vitersse, 57.34). Bryan was 
in Queensland to visit grandchildren and 
availed himself of the opportunity to run at 
Mt Cotton and in the championship.

BRETT BULL MOTORSPORT 
SPONSORED CLASSES

The fastest in the All Wheel Drive Forced 
Induction class was Tim Blake (Subaru 
Impreza WRX turbo, 46.72) just 0.20 
seconds quicker than Adrian Purcell 
(Subaru WRX turbo, 46.92), John Stuckey 
(Subaru WRX turbo, 48.58). Tim (48.19) 
and John (49.91) were the first two from 
Adrian (53.65) after the second run before 
Adrian was ahead with a 46.92 run from Tim 
(47.02) and John (48.58). This remained 
the order until the final run when Tim set his 
fastest time of 46.72 for the class win from 
Adrian (46.92) and John (48.58).

Road Registered sedans Up to 2 litre class 
saw Jeff Watson win in his Honda Civic 
Type R (49.61 seconds) from Richard 
Marken (Peugeot 205 GTi, 52.28), Garrett 
McDuling (Hyundai Excel X3, 56.08), with 

Joanne Reinke and Karl Reinke each 
recording a 58.54 time in their Hyundai 
Excel X3.

COTTON CREATIONS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

Class wins to Barry Smith (Group K, Ford 
V8 Special, 56.82) which included a 180 
degree spin into hairpin first time just edging 
the rear of the Ford to the nuts yet not into 
them), Alan Telfer in the ex Rondel Racing 
Brabham F2 works team Brabham BT36-2 
(Group P Racing Cars, Brabham BT 36-2, 
56.30) which established a record for this 
class, Greg Tebble (Group R Racing, Van 
Diemen FF2000, 42.58) and Roy Davis 
(Group T Sports Cars, Triumph GT6, 
47.35). Roy set a new group record of 
47.35 on his fifth run to lower his record of 
47.56 set in June 2017. Alan Telfer drove 
the ex Rondel Racing Brabham BT36-2 
which was raced by Graham Hill in the 
1971 European Formula 2 season. The 
Rondel Racing team was formed by Ron 
Dennis (mechanic for the Brabham Grand 
Prix team in 1970 working on the BT33 
DFV monocoque Grand Prix cars) and 
Neil Trundle (mechanic for the Brabham 
Grand Prix Grand Prix team (BT33) and 
the Indianapolis 500 Brabham team BT32 
Offenhauser turbo).

TIGHE CAMS SPONSORED CLASS

Improved Production Sedans (1601 to 
2000 ccs) was won by Danny Mischok 
(2007 hillclimb series winner, Ford Escort, 
47.39), with Dave Sidery (Volkswagen 
beetle, 49.51), Greg Cameron (Hyundai 
Excel X3, 52.60), 0.10 seconds ahead of 
Steffi Stehr (Holden Barina, 52.70), Mark 
Daniels (Hyundai Excel X3, 53.09) just 0.90 
seconds from Jodie Bailey (Holden Barina, 
53.99).

PBParts.com.au SPONSORED CLASS

Brian Pettit won the 2B/2F Prodsports cars 
up to 1600cc in his Westfield SE Clubman 
with a time of 44.77 which was the second 
fastest sports car in the championships.
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ARTXDESIGN MARKETING SPONSORED 
CLASS

The 2B/2F Prodsports cars up to 2 litres 
was won by Jason McGarry (Caterham 
R300) in a new record time of 46.78 on 
his first run, 45.34 on his second run and 
a 45.09 seconds time on run six which 
lowered the previous record of 46.93 set by 
Zaid Latif in a Lotus Exige on 4 June 2017. 
Ainsley Fitzgerald (Arrow Clubman, 46.62) 
was next from Phillip Rowen (Mazda MX-5, 
49.35), Brad Stratton (Mazda MX-5, 49.81), 
Greg King (Toyota MR2, 50.75) with Ken 
McAndrew (Mazda MX-5, 51.43). 

BRISBANE WATCH REPAIR SPONSORED 
CLASSES

Jim Heymer won the Sports 1300/
Supersports class with a 45.13 run in his 
Farrell L clubman. The 2B/2F Prodsports 
cars over 2 litre Michael Larymore (Toyota 
MR2, 44.70) and Mark Crespan (Ford 
Cobra RMC, 44.99) contested the lead with 
Denis Cotton (Porsche 914, 55.67). Mark 
was ahead on the first two runs (46.68 
and 45.27) to Michael’s (47.79 and 45.33). 
Michael gained the lead on the third run 
(45.04) Mark again ahead on the fourth run 
(44.99) before Michael recorded a 44.70 to 
claim the class.

BLACK PICKET FENCE SPONSORED 
CLASS

Jeffrey Graham won the Sports Cars over 
2 litre with a time of 48.76 in his Mazda 
MX-5 Supercharged whilst the Sports 
Sedans (up to 1600 ccs) was won by Daryl 
Morton in his Morris Cooper S with a run 
of 51.80 seconds. Daryl now resides in 
Agnes Waters and reports the surfing is 
brilliant. Since his last competition at Mt 
Cotton Daryl has rebuilt the engine of the 
Mini including resolving an issue with the 
differential which Daryl reported made the 
Mini difficult to drive. The differential was 
returned to Swifttune in England to be 
rebuilt and now seems to be correct.

AUCTIONEER’S PROMISE WAXES AND 
OILS SPONSORED CLASS

Sports Sedans (over 2 litre class) was won 
by Robert Souter in his Datsun Sunny turbo 
with a best run of 46.74 seconds from Daryl 
Small recording a 47.74 in his Commodore 
VL.

IVAN TIGHE ENGINEERING SPONSORED 
CLASS

Rick Miles was the quickest in the Formula 
Ford 1600 class in his Kookaburra FF91 in 
45.45 seconds from Gary Goulding (Vector 
TF94 with a 46.03 time.

GT PLANT MAINTENANCE SPONSORED 
CLASS

Stephen Edwards won the Formula Libre 
under 750 ccs class with a best run of 45.84 
seconds in his GS Yamaha R6FL ahead of 
Luke Weiks recording his best time of 46.46 
seconds in his Honda Arrow Super Kart.

GOLK INDUSTRIES SPONSORED CLASS

Formula Libre 751 to 1300 ccs went to 
David Mahon in the ex Malcolm Oastler 
Dallara Hayabusa F394 with a 37.92 time 
with Ed McCane (DJ Racecars Firehawk, 
41.73). David Mahon is leading the Victorian 
State Hillclimb Championship having scored 
Fastest Time of Day at the first three rounds 
at Rob Roy, Mount Leura and Bryant Park. 
His best times during the Queensland 
Championship were 40.81, 38.76 and 37.92 
seconds therefore becoming the 28 th driver 
to be a member of the Under 40 second 
group. 

ACCURATE SUSPENSION SERVICES 
SPONSORED CLASSES

In the Sports Sedans (1601 to 2000 ccs 
class) Ross Mackay (Ford Escort) lowered 
his own record of 44.19 seconds set in June 
2018 on his first run with a time of 43.67 
seconds, 43.44 seconds on his second run 
and again with a 43.27 time on run three. 
Gavin Taylor recorded a best run of 44.89 
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seconds in his Volkswagen Golf.

Formula Libre racing cars over 2litres 
would be the class where the fastest time 
of day would be set and therefore outright 
Queensland Champion. After first run Dean 
Tighe (38.86) was quickest from Dean 
Amos (39.12), Warwick Hutchinson (40.23), 
Brett Bull (42.04), with Ron Hay (42.37). 
Dean Amos set his fastest time (36.16) on 
his second run to be quickest from Tighe 
(37.39), Bull (38.15), Hutchinson (38.64), 
Michael Von Rappard (39.96), and Hay 
(41.59). After run four the order was Amos 
(36.16), Tighe (37.09), Hutchinson (37.65), 
Bull (38.15), Von Rappard (39.73) and Hay 
(40.27). This was to be the order for the 
class for the event. 

Dean Amos (ex Tim Edmondson Gould 
GR55B, 36.16) did not finish his first run 
on practice day due to a flat battery. At last 
round in NSW State championship at Mt 
Cooperbung Kempsey which was run in wet 
conditions, the Gould stepped out resulting 
in a spun during which some front and rear 
suspension components were damaged. 
The repairs were completed about 3 am 
on the Friday morning before the QHC 
Practice. Unfortunately they omitted 
to recharge the battery. Brett Bull (Van 
Diemen RF03K Kawasaki turbo, 38.15) 
when competed in the April hillclimb round 
completed only one run due to a broken 
second gear in the gearbox. He is waiting 
for a new gear set to arrive from Germany 
however during the wait is able to use a 
spare gear set. Ron Hay (Synergy Dallara, 
40.27) did not complete his third run in 
practice also due to flat battery. In a later 
run Ron believed he had an issue with the 
differential however it was in a drive shaft 
which was changed on Saturday afternoon. 

A close contest between six drivers for the 
Best Sports Car saw these competitors 
separated by 1.92 seconds where the 
lead change 4 times throughout the day. 
After the first run Mark Crespan (46.68 
seconds) was fastest 0.11 seconds ahead 
of Jason McGarry (46.78), Jim Heymer 
(47.14), Michael Larymore (47.79), Ainsley 
Fitzgerald (48.30) and Brian Pettit (48.38). 

Crespan (45.27) retained the lead after 
the second run from Larymore separated 
by 0.06 seconds (45.33), 0.01 seconds to 
McGarry (45.34), 0.10 seconds to Heymer 
(45.44), Pettit (45.83) and Fitzgerald 
(46.65). Michael Larymore was in the lead 
after Run 3 with a 45.04 time from Heymer 
(45.23), Crespan (45.27), McGarry (45.34), 
Pettit (45.40) and Fitzgerald (46.65). Brian 
Pettit was in the lead on run 4 with a 44.77 
time from Crespan (44.99), Larymore 
(45.04), Heymer (45.13), McGarry (45.34) 
and Fitzgerald (46.62 seconds). Michael 
Larymore recorded a 44.70 time on run 
5 to be ahead of Pettit (44.77), Crespan 
(44.99), Heymer (45.13), McGarry (45.34), 
Fitzgerald (46.62). Final run and result 
was Michael Larymore (44.70), Brian Pettit 
(44.77), Mark Crespan (44.99), Jason 
McGarry (45.09), Jim Heymer (45.13) and 
Ainsley Fitzgerald (46.62).

Top ten outright positions from the first 
run were Dean Tighe (38.86), Dean Amos 
(39.12), Warwick Hutchinson (40.23), David 
Mahon (40.81), Brett Bull (42.04), Ron Hay 
(42.37), Ross Mackay (43.67), Gavin Taylor 
(46.03), Mark Crespan (46.68) and Jason 
McGarry (46.78). Second run order was 
Amos (36.16), Tighe (37.39), Bull (38.15), 
Hutchinson (38.64), Mahon (38.76), Michael 
Von Rappard (39.96), Hay (41.59), McCane 
(43.26), Mackay (43.44), Tebble (43.55). 
Next run, Amos (36.16), Tighe (37.09), 
Mahon (37.92), Bull (38.15), Hutchinson 
(38.38), Von Rappard (39.73), Hay (41.59), 
McCane (43.26), Mackay (43.44), Tebble 
(43.55). Run 4 Amos (36.16), Tighe (37.09), 
Hutchinson (37.65), Mahon (37.92), Bull 
(38.15), Von Rappard (39.73), Hay (40.27), 
McCane (41.73), Tebble (42.72), and 
Mackay (43.27). Fifth run, Amos (36.16), 
Tighe (37.09), Hutchinson (37.65), Mahon 
(37.92), Bull (38.15), Von Rappard (39.73), 
Hay (42.07), McCane (41.73), Tebble 
(42.58), Mackay (43.27). Final places were 
Amos (36.16), Tighe (37.09), Hutchinson 
(37.65), Mahon (37.92), Bull (38.15), Von 
Rappard (39.73), Hay (40.27), McCane 
(41.73), Tebble (42.58) with Mackay 
(43.27).
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SPECIAL PERPETUAL TROPHY WINNERS

The winner and 2nd and 3rd placegetters

The special trophy winner of the Martin Tighe Trophy for 
fastest time by a Formula Ford was Rick Miles in a time 
of 45.45 seconds. Gary Goulding was runner up with a 

46.03 time. Trophies presented by Mayor Karen Williams 
(Redlands) and Cr. Miriam Stemp (Logan).

Paul Aitken Trophy for Best Average Time by a Motor Cycle 
powered car. David Mahon in an average time of 38.78 sec

Hamilton Trophy for the Best Performance by an Historic 
Vehicle. Greg Tebble

QHC Fastest Lady. Pauline Graham

John English Trophy for the fastest time by a 
Queenslander. Dean Tighe in a time of 37.09 sec.

Glyn Scott Perpetual Trophy for fastest time by a Sports 
Car . Michael Larymore in a time of 44.70 sec.

Vince Appleby Trophy for fastest time by a Sedan. Ross 
Mackay in a time of 43.27 sec.

Tasman Building Society Perpetual Trophy for FTD. Dean 
Amos in a time of 36.16 sec.
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Hillclimbs

Jim Scott
Membership Secretary

on 0411 601 711
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