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Official Journal of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc.

ctagon
 No. 4                                                            July 2020

SPECIAL ISSUE DEVOTED TO THE HISTORY OF MOTOR SPORT IN QLD
written and researched by Malcolm Spiden

According to reports kept by Ken Ebeling, the Club held its first race meeting at Strathpine on Saturday, 8th 
October, 1955, only ten months after the club was formed. Since then, it has promoted race meetings at the 
various Qld tracks at least once, but more often, twice a year.

THE COVER PHOTO is of MGs in action at Strathpine in 1955 at a race meeting promoted by the MGCCQ. 
The photo was taken by Ken Ebeling and supplied by Vince Jordon.  It shows Joe Bonenti (MG TF No 11) 
closely followed by Vince Jordan (MG TF No 8). The photo was supplied by Vince Jordan.

LOCKDOWN ISSUE
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President’s Report
Well nothing much has happened since 
the last President’s Report as we are still 
trying to get back to normality but seeing 
what is happening in Victoria I believe we 
should not rush into getting back to normal 
because we do not want our members to 
get ill.  

We are starting to get some of our events 
back under way while still practising 
safe distance measures. You can get 
the information on what is happening via 
Elaine’s weekly email or via our club’s 
website.

 All British Day has had to be cancelled due 
to the problem with the venue not being 
available.  We are now looking at having 
this event early in the new year. You will be 
informed when details are finalised.

I was approached by some members about 
the feasibility of selling the clubrooms and 
purchasing somewhere else possibly with 
more downstairs space so the library could 
be more easily accessible.

I was not really in favour of the idea after 
all the work that has gone on in our current 
rooms; however the committee discussed 
the idea and decided it was not a good idea 
at this time. If you have thoughts on this 

please email me.

Please keep up to date on what is 
happening regarding events etc by reading 
Elaine’s weekly email or by visiting our 
website https://www.mgccq.org.au/
Stay safe wash your hands and remember 
social distancing so we can all remain safe.

Safety Fast
Peter May, President

Ross Kelly 	       Ross Kelly 	       3352 41513352 4151
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Some Words from Elaine
Firstly, the contact name for MGCs was missing from the 
list in the most recent Octagon as at Bruce Ibbotson’s 
request. On behalf of you all, I extend the Club’s thanks to 
Bruce for having been available as that contact for so long 
and thank Mark Wellard for now taking on that role.

An apology is due from me for an error on Page 57 of 
the May Octagon where the photo at the top of the page 
should be the one reproduced on page 24 which IS of Jon 
McCarthy in the Cooper Ford. (photo of Jon McCarthy in 
Cooper Ford). Thanks, Jon, for pointing that error out to 
me. 

What you will all find in this Octagon is something unique 
– an Octagon devoted to mainly one book-length item. It 
was written by Malcolm Spiden over a long period of time – 
necessary for the amount of research which he undertook 
in writing it. 

There are six parts or chapters to it; the first five have 
previously been published in the ‘Octagon’ through the 
years from 2008 to 2010 so this will be new to the many 
of you who have joined the Club since 2010. The latest 
Chapter – ‘The story continues’ is new to us all – it’s an 
editor’s delight – a scoop! - and I am sure all readers will 
appreciate - as much as I do - the effort that Malcolm has 
made to have it ready to meet the deadline for this special 
issue.  

More recently a supplementary article has arrived from 
Andrew Lake, this one focussing on the hillclimbs which 
were held in the Gold Coast area in the 1950s. Like 
Malcolm’s, this is a well-researched article with detailed 
references to his sources. The Octagon has had to be 
extended from its usual size to cope with the addition 
of this item but I have done this to keep these histories 
together where they belong.

The inability of the Club to hold any events – social or 
competitive – for most of the year because of the virus has 
provided the opportunity to publish this great undertaking 
of Malcolm’s in this single issue which can be placed 
amongst your reference books on your bookshelves. 
Should you wish to delve further into this history, Malcolm 
has a list of references at the end of each Chapter which 
shows both the depth of research he undertook and other 
places you may like to visit to gain further information.  

As you read through this interesting history, you will notice 
the great number of times ‘MG’ appears within the text 
– this is because the MG Car Club has always been at 
the forefront in motorsport – in both the large part it has 
always played in its organisational side and by the number 
of MGCCQ members actively participating in motor sport 

in Qld either as officials or as competitors. Also, as you 
read through and note the names of participants, many 
of which may be familiar to you, you will note that the 
competition car of greatest choice in the early days was 
an MG. 

What you will discover in Part 1 is the story of the 
foundation of the MGCCQ and of the importance of motor 
sport to the Club right from its very beginnings with the 
Club organising a circuit race meeting within the first year 
of the Club’s formation. You will notice that the first social 
event was a Club run: motor sport and social activity 
based around our MGs have always been important parts 
of the Club’s activities as you will find out through the 
publication of this history and its dominance in this issue. 

You will all probably be aware of our Club Patron’s (Dick 
Johnson’s) success in motor sport and that he is very 
proud of his association with the Club and the fact that is 
the only Car Club of which he has ever been a member 
which means that his MGCCQ membership card will have 
been necessary to allow him to take part in all those great 
events in which he was so successful.

I realise that there is some element of ‘risk’ in devoting 
almost a whole issue to this one item BUT what you will 
discover in reading it is that, in the days of the Club’s 
formation, the MG was THE car that every motor sport 
competitor aspired to have for competition – it is a rich 
heritage and worthy of being brought to the attention 
of all members. Thanks and congratulations go to 
Malcolm Spiden for all the time and effort he devoted to 
researching and writing this history for us all to appreciate 
and enjoy. It is worth your noting that one of the Club’s 
first activities was the organisation of a social Club run to 
Toowoomba. As already mentioned, the balance of social 
and competitive activities has always been an important 
part of the Club’s agenda.    

With circumstances allowing some social activities from 
late June, the Club and some Chapters have very quickly 
got back into action and space has been made to include 
reports of these. Hopefully there will have been Club 
events held later in the year and reports of them can join 
the items already in my November Octagon file awaiting 
their publication in that Christmas issue.

There is no calendar included in this issue but 
NOTICEBOARD on page 5 lists the major events for 
the remainder of the year. Hopefully the world will have 
returned to normal and a calendar for 2021 should be 
available for the January 2021 issue. Next issue is the 
September one, please ensure your contributions for it 
reach me by the end of August.
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Notice Board
The Return of the Noggin and Natter (sort of).

As we move into Stage 2 of the eased restrictions, the Club restarted Noggin and Natters on Friday 19th June under 
new conditions.  No BBQ will be available, so attendees either bring their own dinner, or eat prior to coming.  But the 
Bar will be open and the normal level of scintillating conversation will be there.  Attendance is limited to 20 people, so 
please RSVP to Don Webster 0439526060 or donweb@bigpond.net.au

COMING EVENTS FOR AUGUST – NOVEMBER – subject to change depending on any virus restrictions being applied

AUGUST	
2	 Motorkhana and khanacross (CP) at DTC Willowbank
Fri 7	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms – Requirement to RSVP has been lifted as from July 5.
Sun 9	 The Geary Sports car annual MG Concours with MG car Club display 
14-16	 Proposed Qld Hillclimb championship
Fri 21	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms – No RSVP required,
Wed 26	 Midweek run –  Midweek run organised by Alex Cairney 
28 - 30	 Rd 3 Motorsport Australia championship race meeting (CP)
29 & 30	 The Cobb and Co Explorer Social Tour - postponed to a date to be advised 
30	 Motorkhana and AMC practice
SEPTEMBER
Fri 4	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms – No RSVP required
Fri 18	 AGM and Noggin ‘n’ Natter – No RSVP required
Wed 23	 Midweek run – Check for details on the online Club calendar
Sat 26	 Proposed Interclub Challenge hillclimb
Sun 27	 Proposed Test and Tune hillclimb
OCTOBER	
Fri 2	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms
Sun 4	 Interclub khanacross
Sun 11	 90th anniversary of MG Car Club special day run
Fri 16	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms – No RSVP required
Wed 28	 Midweek run – Check for details on the online Club calendar
NOVEMBER 5-8	 Proposed Australian Hillclimb Championships
20 -22	 Rd 4 Motorsport Australia championship Race meeting (CP)
Wed 25	 Mid week run
28-29	 Multiclub hillclimb

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to the Club and wish them a long and happy association with it.
Stuart N STEPHENSON	 PIALBA
Lee ROBINSON	 ELLENDALE
Ron B BOOTH	 WANDOAN
Matt TERRY	 MURRUMBA DOWNS
Roger D SIMONS	 CHAPEL HILL
Matthew SCHERHAG	 KEDRON
David PHILLIPS	 MOUNT COTTON
Clare A ALLSOPP	 MOUNT COTTON
Hayley A RITCHIE	 BELLBIRD PARK

Champika M JINENDRADASA	 SINNAMON PARK
Darshani JINENDRADASA	 SINNAMON PARK
Laura J DAVIS	 CLEVELAND
Paul KNOTT	 VICTORIA POINT
Scott CHAMBERS	 DUNDOORA
Martin RUSSELL	 WYNNUM
Graeme W BROWN	 BARGARA
Mark LUNNON	 Marian
Bill COTTER	 COORPAROO



The Octagon - July 20206

The Evolution of Motorsport, Qld
By Malcolm Spiden

Part 1a – The Birth of the MGCCQ
Prior to the formation in 1953 of the 
Confederation of Australian Motor Sport 
(CAMS) a national body overseeing and 
administering motor sport in Australia, 
the Australian Automobile Association 
undertook this role through the local 
motoring body in each state.  Until 1936, 
the Automobile Club of Queensland (ACQ 
– it was not until 5 March 1921 that King 
George V approved the use of the Royal 
prefix)1 organised motoring and motor sport 
events in Queensland.

On 14 April 1908 the ACQ Club Council 
drew up a programme of events that 
included the first motor gymkhana and this 
was held at the Brisbane Cricket Grounds 
on 30 May 1908.  The day included judging 
the best turned out vehicle, a musical 
chairs competition for ladies, an obstacle 
race, a potato race, and, to finish the day, 
a procession from the Gabba to the Valley 
corner.”2 

During the 1914-1918 World War, motor 
sporting events were a popular method of 
raising money for the various fighting funds.  
On 17 April 1915 the club (ACQ) held a 
hill climbing contest in Cooksley Street 
Hamilton.3  Further hill climbs were held, 
each time at One Tree Hill (Mt Coot -tha) on 
27 May 1916 and 14 October 1916. These 
started at Gordon’s farm below the gates to 
the Reserve and finished near the Summit 
of the hill, 1.6 miles altogether. By 1918 hill 
climbs and petrol consumption tests were 
regular events on the ACQ club’s calendar.4

1	 Longhurst, Robert; “A Road Well Travelled – RACQ 
First 100 years”, Playright Publishing, Sydney, 2006 
p77.

2	 Longhurst, p45.
3	 Longhurst, p70.
4	 Longhurst, p71.

Post 1918 competition fixtures included 
interstate reliability trials such as 
from Brisbane to Sydney, Brisbane to 
Rockhampton and return, Brisbane to 
Grafton and Brisbane to Katoomba. Other 
events included fuel consumption tests, 
speed judging competitions, hill climbs and 
distance judging tests.  By 1928 speed 
events were re-introduced at Main Beach, 
Southport #4. In 1933 speed events were 
held along South Pine Road Brendale 
known as “The Mad Mile” and in 1934 hill 
climbs at Clear Mountain.5

Post World War Two road racing 
commenced at the A2 airfield at Strathpine 
with the first meeting on 11 August 1946 
and the last on 11 October 1958 when the 
area was developed into housing estates 
and the Pine Rivers State High School. 
(The exact location can be found in Roger 
Marks’ book6).

5	 Wheelspin Display at Pine River Museum July 2007.
6	 Marks, Roger; “Queensland Airfields WW2 50 Years 

On” in Brisbane City Council Library call Number 
940.544394 MAR.

Gathering in Kemp Place for the start of the Club’s first 
social club run.
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to attend.  The immediate aim of the club 
is to cater for social activities, gymkhanas 
etc and eventually to enter the competitive 
field.”9  In between these two meetings 
and the planned Tuesday meeting, the 
19th Australian Grand Prix was held at 
the Southport road circuit on Sunday 7 
November 1954. 

The Tuesday meeting saw the 7 committee 
members and some 30 enthusiasts meet 
and carry the resolution to form the club 
with those present becoming the foundation 
members or associate members where 
applicable. Unanimous approval was given 
for the day run on Sunday 28 November 

9	 Motor Sport in Queensland November 1954 Vol 2 No 
3, p30 Consolidated Publications Brisbane.

What has this short history and long 
introduction to do with the MG Car Club? 

At noon on Monday 25 October 1954 a 45 
minute meeting was held at Howards Ltd 
317 Adelaide Street, Brisbane. Howards 
Ltd was the authorised Nuffield agent 
for Queensland and the Northern Rivers 
of New South Wales. The agenda item 
was the formation of an MG Car Club for 
Queensland. Those who attended were 
George Reid, Bill Pitt, John Muller, Graeme 
Muller, Robert Burnett, John Gill, Philip 
Hickey, P Rhodes, J Barling, E Wilson, 
Frank Taylor and Fred Dyke. With Frank 
Taylor (Chairman), Fred Dyke (Secretary), 
Graeme Muller (Treasurer), a committee 
of R Burnett, John Gill, Peter Uscinski and 
Philip Hickey, formed the initial committee.7  
A further meeting was held on Tuesday 2nd 
November 1954 at R. G. Groom & Co (T & 
G Building, Queen Street, Brisbane) when 
it was resolved to hold a general meeting 
at Howards Assembly plant Nudgee Road, 
Hendra on Tuesday 16 November 1954 to 
put forward the proposal, open a current 
account at Brisbane Permanent Building & 
Banking Society; and organize a day run to 
Toowoomba.8 This meeting was advertised 
and asked “all interested parties are invited 

7	 Minutes MG Car Club Library.
8	 Minutes MG Car Club Library.

George Reid presents the Howard Trophy to the Club for 
annual presentation for Best Allrounder.

 First Club event was a run starting from  
Kemp Place in the Valley.
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and a gymkhana was planned for Sunday 
12 December. The formation was reported 
in the Courier Mail under the headline “Now 
we have an MG club”10 Likewise the first 
outing was reported in the local ‘Motor Sport 
in Queensland’ magazine which remarked 
“a good roll up assembled at Kemp Place 
about the 8 am mark, and it really looked 
something to see the line-up of ‘G’s’. Lunch 
was at Picnic Point Toowoomba where 
future activities were discussed.”11

Affiliation with both the Parent Club in the 
U.K. and with CAMS was sought whilst 
the ‘club was to investigate and report 
on a suitable timing gear for competition 
purposes’.12  It was not long before our Club 
was participating in Interclub events. The 
first was the ‘Motor Sport in Queensland 
First Interclub Gymkhana’ held at the 
Mt Gravatt Showgrounds on Sunday 6 
February 1955. Standard tests of the era 
were to be run, namely:	
•	 Forward Bending race (for race read 

test)
•	 Potato race
•	 Forward and Reverse Bending race
•	 Southern Cross
•	 Slip Rail event
•	 Parking Test
•	 Thread the Needle

Find the car event (apparently a very 
popular event of the era) 

10	 Courier Mail Thursday 18 November 1954, p16
11	 Motor Sport in Queensland December 1954, Vol 2 No 

4, p 31.
12	 Minutes MG Car Club Library.

Members of our club’s team included Fred 
Dyke (MGTF), John Gill, and Frank Taylor. 
Results of the eight clubs participating:

•	 Gympie Motor Sporting Car Club		
16 points

•	 Ipswich and West Moreton Auto Club	
15 points

•	 Beaudesert Sporting Car Club		
13 points

•	 Queensland Motor Sporting Club		
7 points

•	 Brisbane Sporting Car Club		
7 points

•	 Toowoomba Auto Club			 
6 points 

•	 M.G. Club (Queensland Division)		
4 points 

•	 Brisbane Light Car Club		
1 point13

A full calendar of events for the first year 
of existence (1955) was promoted by the 
club which included navigation exercises, 
scavenger hunts, gymkhanas, film evenings 
(remember NO Television as yet), trials, 
petrol consumption test, socials and dance, 
Concours D’Elegance, hill climbs, sprints at 
Strathpine (the first on 26 June), as well as 
a visit to Nasons Automotive Workshop at 
403 Adelaide Street, Brisbane.14

A second Interclub Gymkhana was held 
on Monday 13 June (Queens Birthday 

13	 Motor Sport in Queensland February 1955, Vol 2 No 
6, p18 & 21.

14	 Motor Sport in Queensland March 1955, Vol 2 No 7, 
p 4.

 The cars kept together on the run to provide a great 
photo opportunity.

MGCCQ participating in its first Interclub event –  
an Interclub Gymkhana at Mt Gravatt Showgrounds  

on 6 Feb 1955.
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holiday) at the Caboolture Showgrounds 
with the same tests as used on 6 February. 
The M.G. team members were Fred Dyke 
(MGTC), Bill Weekes (MGTF), Vince Jordan 
(MGTF), Ken Ebeling (MGTF), Stan Pollard 
(MGTC) and T Jones (MGTD).15 

Within ten months of forming in August 
1955 the news of “M.G. club to promote 
road racing” was a heading in the local 
publication.  

The report stated an 8 event programme 
including 3 motor cycle race events was 
to be staged on Saturday 8 October 1955. 
“This will be the M.G. club’s first venture into 
the promotion side of road racing; and it is 
indeed good to see them staging a meeting 
and thereby really doing something for the 
competitor”.16  The report of the meeting 
states a large crowd attended and the “first 
car event conducted and completed was 
a Open Scratch race over 5 laps (7 miles) 
was won by Steve Ames driving the ex- 
Lex Davison Alfa Romeo Tipo 8C 2900 cc 
P3.”17  For our first year, the Queensland 

15	 Motor Sport in Queensland June 1955, Vol 2 No 10, 
p9.

16	 Motor Sport in Queensland August 1955, Vol 2 No 
12, p28.

17	 Motor Sport in Queensland October 1955, Vol 3 No 
2, p16

Centre was awarded the Nuffield Trophy for 
the Pacific Area from The M.G.Car Club, 
Abingdon-on-Thames. 

The programme for 1956 was just as hectic 
as our first year’s. However this included 
two open race meetings on 31 May and 
6 October. In the summary report to A. 
Russell Lowry, the General Secretary of 
The M.G. Car Club, the then Secretary, 
Frank Taylor, indicated achievements of the 
Centre included: our centre designed and 
built our timing gear for our sprint meetings 
and lent it to and operated it for other clubs; 
the centre organized and trained a team 
of members who acted as timekeepers 
and lap scorers at ALL major road race 
meetings; the centre organised and ran 
two major road race meetings. During the 
October meeting the first duration race in 
Queensland was staged (this was over a 
quarter hour duration and incorporated a 
Le Mans start).  This was won by E.J.(Jim) 
Bertram in his Triumph TR2 who covered 11 
laps within the time.18

Thus a short history of the first 2 years of 
the life of our club.   This may also jog a few 
memories.

18	 Correspondence MG Car Club Library

Part 1b – The Very Early Days
Whilst reading about the formation and 
some early activities of the MG Car Club 
of Queensland, I found articles about 
many motor sport events and venues prior 
to 1954. At first these reports were just 
interesting but then curiosity took over and I 
found myself wanting to find some history of 
the beginning of motor sport in Queensland.

After many hours searching available copies 
of the local journals and newspapers of the 
eras held in the State Library, an outline of 
some of the history of motor sport began 
to form. Given the enormity of transcribing 
a complete history, this article will focus on 

the major events in the South East corner or 
possibly just the Brisbane area. Certainly all 
categories of motor sport (racing and speed 
events; trials and rallies; club events; and 
MG National Meetings) deserve their history 
to be told.

Once the task of finding dates of events 
then any reports of events was completed, 
the next task was that of the exact location 
where an event may have been held. This 
was sometimes difficult as the instructions 
published often only advised people to 
travel to a particular ‘tram terminus and 
then follow the arrows to the event’. In 
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these instances it was necessary to refer 
to any period maps available in the John 
Oxley Library. The large list of references at 
the end of this article is only to advise the 
source of information.

At the turn of last century when motor 
vehicles were first used in Queensland, 
the road conditions were such that main 
roads outside the inner city were more 
or less bush tracks. Roads outside the 
Brisbane central city area, South Brisbane 
and Fortitude Valley were “abysmal muddy 
sloughs in summer and dust holes for the 
rest of the year”. Bullock and horse teams 
used these roads to take their products 
to the nearest railhead.1 It was in January 
1927 that the Mayor of Brisbane Alderman 
William Jolly on a trip to Sydney said that 
he ‘became more enthusiastic about the 
advantages of bitumen on roads as it 
preserved the road, better to drive on and 
kept the dust down’.2 The majority of, if not 
all, motoring events were held on unsealed 
(i.e. dirt) surfaces until after 1945.

The Brisbane Traffic Act 1905 set speed 
limits at 8 miles per hour (mph) in the inner 
city streets, 12 mph in the city limits in the 
city of Brisbane and of South Brisbane 
with a 15 mph outside the city limits. Local 
authorities would set their own limits e.g. 
Cleveland imposed an 8 mph on their roads, 
Toombul Shire had 6 mph along Sandgate 
Road, Southport enacted a 10 mph limit 
on roads in their shire. It can be argued 
that these authorities used the motorist as 
a cash cow as there were many reports of 
both over zealous law enforcement officers 
eager to impose speeding fines, and Local 
Councils imposing hefty charges upon 
motorists to use their vehicular ferries. 
Bridges over many rivers, including the 
Pacific Highway, were many years away.3 
The Main Roads Act 1920-1923 regulated 
speeds at 12 mph in the city limits as well 
as outside on curves, over bridges, through 

1	 Longhurst, Robert, ‘A Road Well Travelled, RACQ 
First 100 Years’. Playright Publications, Sydney, 
2006, p22.

2	 The Queensland Motorist, Vol 1 No 10, January 
1927, p33.

3	 Longhurst, p57.

townships or where vision was restricted, 
and 25 mph outside these areas where 
there was unrestricted vision of 1000 feet.4 
These limits would remain in force until 
1940.5

Longhurst accredits the first motoring 
contest as occurring on 5 July 1905 as 
a wager of ₤5 between a Mr P. Clark of 
the AMP Society and Mr C.T. Hourn of 
the Singer Sewing Machine Company 
that either could drive from Maryborough 
to Gympie in under 5 hours. The time 
taken was 4 hours 45 minutes. The roads 
conditions, especially the latter part, were 
described as “scarcely fit for a horseman to 
travel on, much less for a motor car.”6

Southern motoring clubs had begun to 
provide sporting events such as a motor 
meeting at Aspendale Park Victoria on 
31 January 1903, the Dunlop Reliability 
Trial between Melbourne and Sydney in 
November 1905, a hill climb in Coogee 
Sydney in August 1906, a motor racing 
carnival at Sydney’s Victoria Park 
Racecourse on 2 May 1908.7 Even the 
local motor cycle club in Brisbane had been 
proactive in organising events with one 
held on the Woolloongabba bicycle track 
in the Brisbane Cricket Grounds with their 
focus being both social and competitive.8 
Thus taking their lead from other clubs, 
the first organized motor event was the 
motor gymkhana held on 30 May 1908 by 
the Automobile Club of Queensland (ACQ, 
and was to become the RACQ) which 
had to this time organised mainly social 
runs, with the “introduction of driving tests, 
speed judging, petrol consumption events 
etc quietly confined to the back shelf.”9 On 
27 September 1913 the ACQ organised a 
petrol consumption contest with another 
again on 4 July 1914 from Woolloongabba 
railway yard via Hemmant to Wynnum then 
Manly and return.10 Until marque car clubs 
4	 The Queensland Motorist Vol 2 No 5 August 1927 

p29.
5	 Longhurst, p104.
6	 Longhurst, p32.
7	 Longhurst, p33.
8	 Longhurst, p38.
9	 Longhurst, p58.
10	 Truth Sunday, 5 July 1914, p2.
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and sporting car clubs were established or 
dealerships undertook to conduct events, 
most competitive events reported in the 
media up to 1938 were those held by the 
RACQ.

The first organised speed event for motor 
cars in Queensland was the hill climb at 
Hamilton on 17 April 1915, the one and 
only event held at this venue. The start was 
in Cooksley Street alongside the fence to 
the Albion Park Paceway up to the corner 
of Queens and Toorak Roads. To record 
each car’s time, officials at both start and 
finish line had line of sight and as each 
car crossed the finish an official waved a 
flag to alert the timekeepers at the start 
line. Overall results were determined by a 
formula in which each car’s horsepower 
was multiplied by the time in seconds and 
divided by the tare weight in pounds. The 
ACQ would use this formula for their future 
events. These were also the days when 
competing vehicles carried passengers (to 
increase the weight handicap formula of the 
car), and drivers wore suits, ties and hats 
when competing.

There were two classes, class A for ACQ 
members only (12 competitors) and class B 
open to all motorists (18 competitors). Boyd 
Edkins, a Vauxhall dealer in Sydney, set the 
fastest time of 36.8 seconds in his 30.84 hp 
Vauxhall; however, given the formula, C.J. 
Munro (23.64 hp Vauxhall) won the day. 
Permission from the local authority would 
not have been difficult to obtain as motor 
sporting events (motor gymkhanas on 10 
October 1914, 26 January 1916, 4 March 
1916 and as a petrol consumption contest 
on 19 August 1916) were being used to 
raise donations for the fighting funds during 
World War I. Edkins had written to the ACQ 
requesting his prize money be donated 
to the Belgian Fund, and suggested the 
course be lengthened to about a mile.11

Subsequent major hill climb events were 
held at One Tree Hill (in the Mt Coot Tha 
Reserve), then at Mt Gravatt, and later 
at Whites Hill, all dirt surfaces. The first 

11	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 1 No 8, May 1915, p5.

event at One Tree Hill was on 27 May 
1916 with the start near the bridge at 
Simpsons Pocket and Gordons Farm below 
the gates into the reserve with the finish 
at the Summit.12 For the timing system, a 
field telephone system was laid to connect 
the start and finish line officials. As cars 
crossed the start line, a quick ring of the bell 
would advise the timekeepers and a similar 
function as the cars crossed the finish line 
some 1.6 miles later.13 Fastest time of the 
14 starters, 2 min 43.4 s, was recorded 
by Fred Eager in his Overland (handicap 
formula of 1.650); however, with the 
formula, Boyd Edkins (Vauxhall, in 2 min 
56.2 with a 1.280 handicap) won the day. 
With petrol then becoming in short supply 
the second event at this venue was not held 
until 15 June 1918 when Fred Eager won in 
a record time of 2 mins 4.8 seconds to claim 
the ACQ Championship Cup.

Fred Eager’s 1912 Overland, “Whitey”. 
(Photo from ‘The Steering Wheel’ of 1st Oct 1918 

supplied by Richard Croston.)

 

The length of the course was reduced to 
about 1.25 miles after 1920 following an 
accident near the gates.14 This venue was 
used until 1923 and then again from 1927 
to1929. Photographs of the top three at that 
meeting, Eager (Overland affectionately 
named Whitey), Jack Walsh (Studebaker) 
and Edkins (Vauxhall) show the 
development of competing cars from heavy 
touring bodies with windscreens stationed 
in upright positions, lights, mudguards etc to 
cars modified with special sporting bodies 
and stripped of non essentials e.g. lights, 
mudguards, windscreens.

12	 The Brisbane Courier, 29 May 1916, p3.
13	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 4 No 9, July 1918, p29.
14	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 10 No 1, Nov 1923, p57.
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On Christmas day and Boxing Day 1916, 
the first Australian Speed records attempts 
were held on the beach sands at Southport. 
The start was from the Burleigh Heads 
end heading north towards Meyers Ferry 
(the Southport Surf Life Saving Club). A 
vehicular ferry traversed the Nerang River 
from the mainland (Meyers Ferry Road 
where the Gold Coast Arts Centre now 
stands) south of Goat Island, (now Chevron 
Island) to Myers Ferry Road on the beach 
side (now Cavill Avenue). Top speed for the 
½ mile course on the sand was 84.5 mph 
(completed in 21.4 seconds) set by Alex 
Jewell in his 6 cylinder Studebaker.1 Two 
further events were held at Southport on 
2-3-4 June 1928 from north of the regular 
bathing beach to Salamande Point and 
24-25 December 1928. Motor cycle clubs 
also used both the hill climb venues as 
well as the Southport beach track for their 
competitions.

During this early period record attempts 
between Capital cities as well as major 
centres were held. Walter Trevethan 
travelled from Brisbane to Toowoomba in 
3 hours 7 minutes on 1 October 1912; the 
Brisbane to Sydney mark was lowered to 
32¼ hrs in January 1917 by Alex Jewell and 
Jack Walsh (Studebaker) then reduced to 
26 hrs 3 mins on 21-22

December 1917 by Boyd Edkins (Vauxhall). 
Other record holders for the Brisbane to 
Sydney distance in 1918 were Fred Z. 
Eager and Wallace G.Webb (Overland 
– “Whitey” – 19 hrs 38½ mins), Norman 
“Wizard” Smith (Essex), and Lee Murray in 
18 hrs 33 mins.

For those who are aware of automobiles 
of the 1910’s, cars used by regular 
competitors include Buick, Cadillac, Calcott, 
Chandler, Chevrolet, Fiat, Ford, Hispano-
Suiza, Hudson, Hupmobile, Maxwell, Metz, 
Minerva, Moline Knight, Napier, Overland, 

1	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 3 No 3, January 1917, p21.

Phoenix, Studebaker, Swift, Talbot, 
Vauxhall, Vulcan, Waverley, and Willys 
Knight.

Of the early competitive motorists in this 
decade names reoccurring included L.T.S. 
Morris, A.H. Sager, Boyd Edkins, G.W. 
Whatmore, Walter M. Trevethan, A.B. 
Overell, Fred Eager, Dr A.R. Menzies, Alick 
V. Dodwell, Wally Webb, Victor William 
Croston (Richard Croston’s grandfather), 
George Ferrie, Jack Walsh, Walter and 
Wyndham Pike. (Reports up to the 1940’s 
usually referred to competitors with just 
an initial and Surname rather than their 
Christian and Surname.)

Reports of major races, Grand Prix, rallies 
and hill climbs from both America and 
Europe were published in local newspapers 
and the few existing motoring journals. 
These must have attracted the attention 
and dreams of any sporting enthusiastist; 
however Australia, like Britain, prohibited 
motor car races on public roads. In the 
1920 decade without any suitable venues, 
activities would be confined to social runs, 
petrol consumption contests, the occasional 
hill climb event then reliability contests and 
acceleration tests. Buchanan points out that 
in the1920’s a house may cost between 
£450 to £850, a car £200 to £400 pound 
whilst a motor cycle about £60.2 This cost 
factor would see the more rapid expansion 
and popularity of motor cycle activities 
compared to that of motor car as activities 
as events involving cars may have been 
confined only to those well off.

Motor cycle popularity grew through detailed 
reports of speedway events in the local 
newspapers, the ease of finding venues as 
well as the relative low cost of a machine 
compared with that of a car. Many a local 
showground or horseracing track could be 
used, thus events at Maleny, Innisfail, or 

2	 Buchanan, Robyn, ‘Ipswich in the 20th Century’, 
Ipswich City Council, Ipswich, 2004, p124.

Part 2 – 1905 - 1918
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Gordonvale were conducted. Larger centres 
such as Townsville, Cairns, Bundaberg held 
events whilst Toowoomba and Ipswich each 
had the luxury of 3 venues. Toowoomba 
had Clifford Park, Werrington Park and the 
Showgrounds, while at Ipswich venues of 
Bundamba Racecourse, the Showgrounds 
and East Ipswich Hockey field are listed. In 
Brisbane, the Deagon Racecourse (1 mile 
grass track) commenced motor cycle races 
on 11 March 1922, Exhibition Speedway 
(1/4 mile) on 26 October 1926, Coorparoo 
Racecourse on 28 May 1927 for the Winter 
season (1/2 mile grass track and now site 
of the Coorparoo Secondary College) 
and Davies Park (1/4 mile) operated from 
6 August 1927 until the South Brisbane 
District Cricket Club lobbied the City Council 
in 1933 to have this activity “removed from 
Davies Park”.3

There were a few motor car races 
programmed at some speedway venues. 
The Townsville Motor Cycle Club ran a 
five cycle with a one car race programme 
(the first motor car race event in North 
Queensland) on 27 December 1925 at 
Ross River Plains. The last event on 
the programme, a handicap race over 5 
laps of the 1.2 mile course, attracted 5 
participants with Don McInnes in his Special 
Six Studebaker off a 8 seconds handicap 
being the victor.4 However a match race at 
the Davies Park event on 6 August 1927 
between Henry Horstmann (Seneschal) and 
Arthur Jenson (Austin 7) was reported as a 
‘dull and tame affair’.5 Probably compared 
to the rough and tumble of bike races they 
were, so until both special and sufficient 
numbers of speedway dirt racers were 
developed or purpose built circuits to enable 
cars to display their full entertainment 
potential were built, this perception would 
remain.

From 1920 to 1928 interstate and intrastate 
Reliability Contests became annual events. 
Some were over a 1 day period such as 
Brisbane to Nambour, others over a 4 to 6 

3	 The Brisbane Courier, 21 October 1933, p11.
4	 Townsville Evening Star, 30 December 1926, p4.
5	 Truth Sunday, 7 August 1927, p6.

day period as Brisbane to Sydney, Brisbane 
to Katoomba, Brisbane to Rockhampton 
and return, or Brisbane to Grafton and 
return. The first multi-day between Sydney 
and Brisbane (18 October 1920 to 21 
October 1920) was conducted jointly by 
the ACQ and Automobile Club of Australia 
(which would become the NRMA). Many of 
these events would normally have sub-
events as part of the contest. The 1925 Five 
day Reliability Touring Contest (Brisbane 
to Bundaberg and return) gave the 26 
entrants 5 sub events which included a hill 
climb from the foot of the Toll Bar Range 
to Toowoomba, a flying ½ mile special test 
on the main road about half a mile outside 
Dalby, a petrol consumption test from 
Gayndah to Bundaberg, an acceleration 
test on the road between Esk and Ipswich, 
and a reliability test which covered the 
total run distance. Given sub-events were 
conducted on quiet sections of public roads 
outside townships, it can be deduced the 
local authorities had full knowledge and 
had given permission for these activities. 
An annual Hill climb event continued at Mt 
Coot-Tha until 20 October 1923 where the 
quickest of the 24 entries was the Essex 
driven by R P Randall with a 1 min 51 sec 
time. For the hill climb at Mt Coot-Tha on 21 
October 1922, electronic timing was used. 
Competing cars would be given a 10-yard 
run up to break a cotton thread strung 
across the start line that would activate the 
timing gear with a similar arrangement at 
the finish line.6

As concerns grew over the deterioration 
of the dirt surface at One Tree Hill, the 
Mt Gravatt road to the summit was then 
used with the first event on 25 October 
1924. It would operate until 18 May1935. 
Although this venue was a greater distance 
from town, crowds of 2000 spectators 
were reported. Classes in the first event 
were Novice, Restricted and Unrestricted 
(Speed). Of the 33 entrants, the fastest 
time on the first event was set by P.V. 
Jones in his Napier with a 78.8 seconds 
run, with the timing via the field telephone 
system. Electronic timing was used for 
6	 The Brisbane Courier, 26 October 1925, p16.
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the 24 October 1925 event where, of 
the 18 entrants, E B (Gus) Gustavson 
in his Overland sports (named ‘The Red 
Devil’) set the record at 57.7 secs, some 
19 seconds quicker than the existing 
record and described in the newspaper as 
‘sensational times.’

With the City Council improving the road 
surface, three further events at One Tree 
Hill on 5 November 1927, 31 March 1928 
and the last on 18 May 1929 were held. A 
spectator crowd of between 3000 to 4000 
watched Gus Gustavson set fastest time of 
1 min 35.5 in his Red Devil Overland Sports 
whilst 3rd in the restricted class (running in 
the heavier touring format) J W Whatmore 
had entered a Morris-Oxford MG Special 
(1802cc engine) to record a 1 min 50.9 sec 
run.7 At the following event in 1928 Henry 
Horstmann (Grand Prix Bugatti) broke the 
outright record by 6.5 seconds with a 1 min 
29 run.8

However not all were happy with this venue. 
An article in the Sunday Truth newspaper 
criticised the venue under the headline 
‘Risking Their Necks For Fame’ urging the 

7	 The Queensland Motorist, Vol 2 No 8, November 
1927, p27.

8	 The Brisbane Courier, 2 April 1928, p8.

RACQ to ‘cut out the hill from their list’. The 
author describes the track as narrow (15 to 
20 foot wide), with a slope that innumerable 
cars can ascend in top gear so not really 
a challenge. The safety aspect seemed of 
concern with a ‘wall of rock on one side 
and a precipice the other, guarded only by 
a wooden fence which a man could almost 
push down with 2 hands’. Also of concern 
to the author were the numerous sharp 
bends and ‘two down grades where terrific 
speeds can be attained.’ The article urges 
the venue ‘not be used again by the RACQ 
or that the City Council should refuse to let 
the event be run there’.9

Events then returned to Mt Gravatt; 
however, the Sunday Truth did not care for 
this venue either as they declared that City 
Council had decided no more competitive 
runs would be held. This, the reporter said, 
was due to the condition of the road to 
the summit as it is ‘too bad, the climb too 
severe, and when the top is reached there 
is nothing to do, and precious little to see.’ 
The reporter also described the site as ‘a 
dud’ given the energy by ‘the sportsmen to 
spend money and labour in reconditioning 
the surface in preparation for events”.10

9	 Truth Sunday, 8 April 1928, p9.
10	 Truth Sunday, 15 December 1929, p11.

A representative of QIMR was presented the cheque from the very successful 2019 All British Day 
by David Robinson and Peter May.
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Part 3 – The 1920s
For the enthusiast not wishing to engage 
in hill climbing yet still wanting something 
competitive, acceleration contests were 
promoted. Originally these contests were 
subevents of multiday reliability trials; the 
first stand-alone event was on 11 July 
1925. This was on ‘the Banyo Road’ with 
directions of ‘the first road after the (early 
site) of the Nudgee School on Nudgee 
Road and about 2 miles the town side of the 
Nudgee Waterholes, this is Tufnell Road’. 
A road nearby, Buchanan Road off Nudgee 
Road, was used on 7 May 1927 when the 
road was about ¾ mile long, many decades 
before the construction of the Gateway 
Motorway had reduced its length. Two 
classes were provided, class A for private 
motorists where all cars were to retain 
their equipment as per general touring and 
class B for trades members’ cars with no 
restrictions.

An event at Coopers Plains on 12 May 
1928 used a new class structure of the 
vehicle purchase price and enabled the 
results to be based on time only, not the 
previous weighted formula. Photographs of 
the event show bush surroundings and an 
unsealed surface. The instructions to the 
site direct people past the tram terminus 
on Ipswich Road (corner of Ipswich and 
Beaudesert Roads according to the 
Brisbane Tram Museum map) and follow 
signs to the byroad past Salisbury on the 
way to Sunnybank. The road appears to be 
Boundary Road. In the report of the event, 
Frank P Jost (who scribed under the name 
of ‘Wayfarer’) questioned why the Brisbane 
City Council allowed ‘armies of cyclists’ to 
race on (public) roads on every Saturday 
afternoon without any opposition, yet the 
Council opposed motoring clubs seeking 
sanction to hold competitive events at ‘very 
infrequent intervals’. He describes this 
opposition of the Council as ‘being carried 
to almost ludicrous extremes’. This forces 
clubs to hold events ‘many miles from town’ 
on ‘little used roads”1

1	 The Brisbane Courier, 14 May 1928, p9.

This plea may not have fallen on deaf ears 
for, on 13 July 1929, the Council sanctioned 
the RACQ to conduct ‘acceleration tests or 
speed events on the road’ as reported by 
‘Wayfarer’. Instead of clubs having to resort 
to stealth in order to hold events, a little 
used road between Pinkenba and Luggage 
Point (the last straight) was available. This 
appears to be the Main Myrtletown Road. 
The first event attracted 22 entrants and 
was used until 22 February 1936.2

However, without the City Council support, 
events could be halted as occurred to the 
East Brisbane Sporting Club’s flying ½ mile 
speed contest on Blunder Road Rocklea 
on 24 May 1930 when a BCC official 
informed officials they could not continue.3 
The East Brisbane Sporting Club, formed 
about June 1927, was active in promoting 
events as economy runs, a 24 hour trial in 
June 1930, acceleration contests and hill 
climbs at Mt Gravatt during 1929 and 1930. 
Other clubs such as the Queensland Austin 
club conducted economy runs as did the 
Queensland distributors for Whippet cars 
(E.G.Eager and Son Ltd) which conducted 
a fuel consumption event for Whippet cars. 
Their event included a hill climb along the 
Cash’s Crossing Road a few miles from 
Samford.4 Further south in Victoria, racing 
on public roads was prohibited under 
the Highway and Vehicle Act. However, 
in January 1928, the Victorian Light Car 
Club had been granted permission by the 
Philip Island and Woolamai Shire to hold 
a road race on closed public roads around 
a rectangular 6.5 mile circuit near Cowes. 
Thus the first Australian Grand Prix (AGP) 
was run on 26 March 1928.5 This first AGP 
and those up to the 1931 events were run 
as a class event: Class A up to 750 cc; 
Class B 750 to 1100 cc; Class C 1100 to 
1500cc; and Class D 1500 to 2000cc. The 
AGP was run as 2 separate races, the 

2	 The Brisbane Courier, 15 July 1929, p8.
3	 The Brisbane Courier, 26 May 1930, p7.
4	 The Brisbane Courier, 9 May 1928, p10
5	 Scaysbrook, Jim, ‘Philip Island’ Bookwork P/L, 

Sydney, 2005, p11.
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first for classes B and D, then class A and 
C. The winner of the fastest race would 
become the overall victor. From 1932 the 
AGP was held on a time handicap basis 
with each car being flagged away with the 
winner being the quickest over the journey.6 
Philip Island was the home of the AGP 
until 1935 when South Australia conducted 
Centenary celebrations and legislation 
was enacted to allow this event at Victor 
Harbour in 1936.	 The 1949 AGP at Leyburn 
was the first such event held as a scratch 
race (all start at the same time).7

Over this decade new vehicle names 
to appear included Amilcar, Armstrong-
Siddeley, Austin 7 Sports, Bean, Bugatti 
Brescia, Chrysler Imp, Citroen Sports, 
Columbia, Erskine, Essex, Fiat 509 Sports, 
HCS, Jewett Sports, Lexington, Napier, 
Morris, Nash, Oakland, Paige, Rhode, 
Rollin, Rugby, Senechal, Templa, Wolseley. 
Also running were a Grand Prix Bugatti, 
Overland Whippet, Alvis Sports, Fronty 
Ford, and Morris Oxford MG Special.

Regular competitors added to many from 
the previous decade included Maldwyn 
Davies, Henry Horstmann, Harry Gessner, 
Jack Booth, Jules Moxon, Keith Mackay, 
Wally Webb, J.H.F. Moran, E.V. (Taffy) 
Welsh, R H Billington, E B “Gus”Gustavson, 
J S McCormack, H Hounsell, J A Cadell-
Garrick, E C Campbell, Miss E.L.Carter, 
Chas Whatmore, Eric Jacob, N J Peel, 
Warrick Whatmore, J K Richardson, Wally 
Lang, Hugh Corley, Merv Dodwell, B V 
Bohrdt, F W Thiel and W S Power.

In the 1930s the motor cycle clubs in the 
South East corner were the Brisbane, 
Kedron, Indian, Metropolitan, Queensland, 
Toowoomba and the Triumph and Dunelt 
clubs which again were still proactive in 
promoting their sport. Obviously they did 
not suffer from the same strict control 
of the City Council for these clubs were 
able to hold events as flying furlongs at 
Chambers Flat, at Kingston (2 circuits 
one of 5 miles the second of about 10 
6	 Howard, Graham and Wilson, Stewart; Australian 

Grand Prix, R & T Publishing, Sydney, 1986, p14
7	 Howard and Wilson, p11.

miles) and in August 1931 a road race 
(the Barry Cup held annually from 1917) 
of 5 laps of the Kingston circuit to give 
a 49.98 mile distance followed the next 
weekend by the Indian Cup over similar 
distance. By 10 December 1932 a 100 
mile Queensland Grand Prix at Kingston8; 
on 22 October 1922 the Queensland 
Hill Climb Championships for motor 
cycles at the Unemployment Hill outside 
Toowoomba9; and the Queensland Hill 
Climb Championships at Mt Gravatt on 16 
December 1937.

So how can we weave MG into this history? 
Under a headline ‘Latest Morris Sports 
Astonishes”, the Sunday Truth road tested 
the latest Morris Sports, the MG Sports. The 
reviewer described the car as a “very much 
‘hotted up’ edition of the Morris Minor with 
the necessary chassis alterations to give a 
big margin of safety. They were impressed 
with the performance from the 33hp 
engine at 4000 revolutions considering the 
small size of the engine. Features which 
impressed included its riding and road 
holding qualities, steadiness at speed, 
superb cornering abilities, ease in changing 
gear, liveliness with good hill climbing ability 
especially the hill on Kelvin Grove Road, 
light steering, steadiness at speed, ease 
in reaching 25 mph with 50 mph about 
ordinary cruising speed and to cap it off 
was the style and appearance especially 
with cycle guards and strong wire wheels. 
Their conclusion was ‘the further one drives 
an MG the more does it appeal’. Given the 
appearance and performance ‘it lifts it out of 
the ordinary and the owner of an MG will be 
a very much envied person’.10

Given that MG became available, those 
who first competed in sporting events in 
Queensland and were mentioned in reports 
are Roy Bulcock (1933 MG Midget, 847 cc), 
A.B.Gillespie (1930 MG Midget, 847cc), 
N McIlwain (1934 MG Midget, 847cc), R 
Cameron (MG Midget) and Miles Hunter 
(1936 MG Magnette).

8	 Truth Sunday, 11 December 1932, p4.
9	 The Brisbane Courier, 24 October 1932, p6.
10	 Truth Sunday, 28 September 1930, p10.
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The story continues into the 1930 decade. 
Motor car clubs were able to use new 
sites for their sport. Acceleration contests 
were held at Blunder Road Rocklea (24 
May 1930), Woody Point on a private 
section of the Hornibrook Highway on the 
Redcliffe Peninsular (7 September 1933), 
and as the unsealed surface at Myrtletown 
was reported as becoming rough, a new 
site at Bald Hills just beyond the railway 
crossing on 21 October 1933 (no additional 
information to the exact road as yet). A 
further site on South Pine Road, Strathpine 
near the Linkfield road corner heading west 
towards the (now) Powerlink Substation, 
was used from 18 September 1937 for 
acceleration contests and gained the title 
of the Mad Mile.1 Instructions to this site 
were to ‘drive across the Strathpine Railway 
crossing after leaving the Redcliffe Road, 
taking the first turn to the left and then 
proceed straight ahead about ¾ mile’.2 
Eatons Crossing on South Pine Road at 
Clear Mountain commenced as a hill climb 
venue on 24 June 1933. The 510 yard 
course was described as demanding skilful 
driving especially the last corner where 
a large tree necessitated a wide berth to 
negotiate this obstacle.

The formation of a (not the) Brisbane 
Sporting Car Club was suggested as those 
yearning for more competition and an ‘outlet 
for their enthusiasm’ desiring an event per 
fortnight or even each week. At this time the 
motor cyclist enthusiast enjoyed a larger 
range of activities and on more occasions. 
As was stated in the RACQ Journal there 
had been instances where small clubs had 
not been able to successfully organise 
events. Problems had occurred where 
officials may have lacked experience, not 
having the eye necessary for detail or 
were not competent to conduct an event. 
However the desire for a sporting club 
and an outlet for enthusiasm were evident 

1	 Wheelspin Display, Pine Rivers Museum, July – 
August 2007.

2	 Courier Mail, 19 February 1938, p9.

but would have to wait for this to come to 
fruition.3 Again on 7 June 1934 competitors 
and RACQ officials met to discuss ways 
of providing those wanting events to 
display their car and driver ability. Both the 
Southport Promenade and South Beach 
were suggested as well as road races as 
possible answers.4 A further meeting of the 
competitors and RACQ Fixtures Committee 
on 19 March 1936 looked at the possibilities 
of events including a 50 to 100 mile race 
over a selected circuit, a Queensland 
championship flying mile provided a suitable 
course could be found a straight of at least 
2.5 miles, or to conduct motor sports not 
necessary based on speed to be held 
occasionally on a Saturday afternoon.5

Riley Car Club was first formed in October 
1933 and held it first event on 18 November 
1933, a combination of a hill climb followed 
by a picnic. Mt Cotton was the location of 
the hill climb with details of ‘at the foot of the 
hill fairly steep hill about 500 yards long with 
a bend about 20 yards from the start and 
another half way loose gravel surface near 
a small creek’ which appears may be on 
West Mt Cotton road near the mount itself.6 
(Jon McCarthy told us that a hill climb was 
at Mt Cotton before our complex - yes Jon 
has always been right)

The Brisbane City Council enabled the 
Whites Hill Reserve to be available as a 
new climb site from 16 November 1935 and 
was in use until 15 November 1953. Entry 
into the reserve was from Boundary Road 
Camp Hill opposite the Cruces and Capella 
Street corner. The course was originally 
4/10 mile long which ascended to the kiosk 
at the summit. This site and course could 
still found up to the 1986 UBD, before the 
site being redeveloped into a sports field 
complex.

3	 The Steering Wheel and Society & Home, Vol 1 No 
10, September 1933, p70.

4	 The RACQ Journal, Vol 1 No 1, July 1934, p11.
5	 The RACQ Journal, Vol 2 No 10, April 1936, p33.
6	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 12 No 1, December 1933, 

P16-17.

Part 4 – The 1930s
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First Whites Hill event was held under 
the International Classes as per AIACR 
(Alliance Internationale des Automobile 
Clubs Reconnus) with the Australian 
Automobile Association being the Australian 
representative that covered the local 
motoring clubs, and thus the RACQ being 
the Queensland representative club on 
the national body. Classes were based on 
engine size as Class H 500ccs to 750ccs; 
G 750 to 1100; F 1100 to 1500; E 1500 to 
2000; D 2000 to 3000; C over 3000 ccs. 
Records were established in class G by 
N.E.McIlwain (1934 MG Midget – 44.3 
secs); Theo Treventhan (1926 Bugatti – 
40.8); class D by R.B.Tibbets (1923 Bentley 
– 43.0); class C by Claude Barron (1927 
Wensum Vauxhall – 39.5). On handicap 
class F went to John Pike (Austin 7 Manx 
Roadster) handicap 6.3 secs = nett time 
34.3 secs; class D to Theo Trevethan 
(Bugatti “Berescia”) handicap 4.4 = nett 
36.6; class C to A.J. Lavarack (Crossley) 
handicap 4.5 = nett 38.7 secs.7

The closest event to the first road race in 
Queensland occurred on 1 August 1936 
at Woody point. With the approval of the 
Redcliffe Council a high speed reliability 
contest was held on the Peninsula. 
The course (again on unsealed roads) 
commenced in Lilla Street into Oxley Ave, 
then Duffield Road, Ernest St, Albert St, 
Gayundah Esplanade and back to the start. 
As Alderman A.H. Langdon, the Mayor of 
Redcliffe, dropped the starting flag, each 
competitor was required to change a spark 
plug before commencing the first of 27 
loops, as well as a pit stop during the event 
to change a wheel without assistance from 
other people. Drivers were required to 
maintain an average speed for their class. 
Class A (up to 1000 ccs engine capacity) 
were to maintain a 35 mph average, Class 
B (1000 to 2000 ccs) 39 mph and Class 
C (over 2000 ccs) 42 mph. Of the 26 who 
started the event 15 finished, with J.P. love 
(Alvis) being the victor ahead of S Butters 
(Willys 77) and Chas Whatmore (Riley) 
third. N. McIlwain finished in 9th position in 

7	 The RACQ Journal, Vol 2 No 6, December 1935, 
p13-15-17.

his MG Midget.8 There is no evidence of a 
second event being held.

Until now all reliability trials and events 
had been conducted during the daylight 
hours. On Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning 14 & 15 November 1936 a night 
reliability trial with the start in Brisbane 
before venturing to Caboolture, then via 
Woodford, Kilcoy, Esk to Ipswich and return 
to Brisbane. Crews were to maintain an 
average different average speed during 
each of the 3 legs, the first to Caboolture, 
next to Ipswich and to Brisbane. 
Considering the headlight of the day and 
the state of development of the major 
roads this would have been an adventure. 
Of the12 who commenced the route, all 
completed the event with Claude Barron 
(Oldsmobile) winning from Chas Whatmore 
(Riley 99) and H. Kyne (Morris 12/4).9

In 1938 the Queensland Motor Sport Club 
(QMSC) was first formed as the RACQ 
focused more on assisting the stranded 
motorist. It was ultimately decided to form 
a separate club and a smaller body to run 
sporting events whose members all took 
an active interest in the sport and could 
do it much more effectively. The club 
received official AAA recognition and would 
organise events under AAA competition 
rules.10 QMSC continued to provide events 
for members such as gymkhanas (now 
motorkhanas) at Rocklea showgrounds 
(tests of the day included such events 
as Flag Relay race, Potato race, Figure 
Eight, High Speed Reversing Lap Dash 
Test, Cigarette Lighting, or Balloon race)11, 
trials, social events, with hill climbs at 
Whites Hill. On 5 August 1939, QMSC 
joined with the Auto Cycle Union under the 
High Speed Alliance, to organize motor 
cycle and motor car races on the old 
racecourse at Rosewood. A report states 
‘for some time Messes H.C.Collett and D. 
Boughen,Ipswich, have been engaged in 

8	 The Sunday Mail, 2 August 1936, p16.
9	 The RACQ Journal, Vol 3 No 6, December 1936, 

p21.
10	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 2 No 10, October 1938, p21.
11	 The Telegraph, 6 August 1938, p9.
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converting the old Rosewood Racecourse 
into a high speed racing circuit’. The track 
(dirt surface) was about ¾ mile to the lap 
and 60 foot wide.12 Instructions to the site 
were ‘turn corner at Rosewood Police 
station’.13 Further events were held on 30 
September 1939, and 26 November 1939.

A 24 hour reliability trial was conducted 
on 24-25 September 1938 where 25 
competitors left Wickham Terrace in 
Brisbane at 2pm travelled to Gympie via 
Petrie, Dayboro, Munt Mee, Woodford, 
Peachester, Beerwah, Landsborough, 
Maleny, Kenilworth, and Tuchekoi. That 
evening they returned to Brisbane by way 
of Eumundi, Nambour, Landsborough, 
Caboolture and Petrie. This was followed 
by a round trip via Kenmore, Ugly Gully, 
Mount Crosby, Ipswich, Marburg, Gatton, 
Toowoomba, Allora, Warwick, Stanthorpe, 
Legume, Wodenbong, Rathdowney and 
Beaudesert to return to Brisbane, a istance 
of 616 miles. The early morning run on 
the Darling Downs apparently was cold 
especially for those in open small roadsters. 
To make the event interesting, the crews 
were required to find 25 controls (3 were 
hidden, 19 secret, and 4 known locations). 
Keith Thallon (Vauxhall 14 tourer) lost fewer 
points than others and thus won the event 
with Ian Junner (Standard 10 tourer) next 
and G.F.G. Lee (Chevrolet coupe) third. 
A teams prize went to the Chryslers of 
V.Hallahan, Dr L. A. Little, and R. Uhlmann 
(with a loss of 76 points) from the team of 
Tallon, Chas Whatmore (Vauxhall 10 tourer) 
and David Munro (Chevrolet sedan with a 
loss of 77 points).14

It is interesting to see the record set at the 
acceleration contests especially those of 
the flying quarter mile. At Myrtletown, J. 
Macklehan in his Ford V/8 set a record of 
81.82 mph with an 11 second run during the 
7 July 1934 event. Over the gavel surface 
at Strathpine, R. Uhlmann (1934 Chrysler 
sedan) raised that to 83.9 mph (10.77 

12	 Queensland Times, 6 August 1939, p9.
13	 Truth Sunday, 6 August 1939, p10.
14	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 2 No 11 November 1938 

p8-9.

secs) on 18 September 1937, followed by 
Chas Whatmore (88.45 mph in 10.13 secs) 
in his Ford V/8 roadster on 19 February 
1938. Theo Trevethan held the class F 
record (1100 to 1500 ccs) in his Bugatti 
Brescia with a time of 12.5 secs for the 
flying quarter mile course. On 27 August 
1938 Charles Cheetham (1292 ccs 1936 
MG Magnette) lowered the class F record 
to 11.06 secs (equates to 81.37 mph) and 
was also the fastest under 2000 cc car on 
the day. Second fastest in class was F.H. 
See (MG Midget) with a 13.66 time. The 
newspaper reports state that the standing 
quarter mile contest was delayed as course 
officials marshaled hundreds of spectator 
vehicles travelling home up the course.15

On 24 June 1939 Miles Hunter in the MG 
Magnette, acquired from the estate of 
C F Cheetham and tuned by the QMSC 
President Mr Vic Winders, set a new 
state speed record of 106.38 mph in 8.46 
seconds. This was the first time the 100 
mph was bettered in Queensland for 
the flying quarter mile, and reduced the 
standing quarter mile time set by Charles 
Cheetham from 20.04 to 19.83 secs. Miles 
also set the best time on handicap (8.46 
less 1.3 to give a 7.16 time) for the day.16 
Miles Hunter was to be a founding member 
of the MG Car Club of Queensland and 
then President from 1956 – 59, as well as 
Clerk of Course for MG race meetings at 
the Strathpine race circuit post World War 2. 
(After some correspondence with Matthew 
Magilton from the MGCC Victoria, this MG 
Magnette is a NA vehicle and is believed to 
be in Sydney).

In 1938 it was announced that the 1942 
AGP had been allocated to Queensland. 
Several locations were examined for their 
suitability at Southport, or Coolangatta as 
well as a site off the Redcliffe Road near 
the Old Gympie Road. The Coolangatta site 
was believed would be quite satisfactory 
excepting for the railway crossings, 
however as only one train passed during  
 
15	 Telegraph, 27 August 1938, p6.
16	 Telegraph, 26 June 1939, p14.
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the afternoon it was felt the Commissioner 
for Railways would be willing to assist.17  
 
To prepare for the AGP it was proposed 
that two major events be staged. The first 
a 50 mile race around Southport with the 
course to start in Scarborough Street near 
Nerang Street then into Queen Street, 
High Street, Nind Street and back into 
Scarborough to complete a 2 mile lap. 
This event was to be named the 50 Mile 
Championship of Queensland and hoped 
to be held in October 1939. The second 
event, a Queensland Grand Prix would 
be then held for late October 1940.18 This 
proposal was supported by the Southport 
Town Council and Southport Publicity 
Committee. However with an interview with 
the Commissioner of Police ‘who was very 
considerate without being encouraging 
it was agreed that owing to the war 
conditions it would be better to defer further 
considerations on the proposal’.19 The 
heightening tensions in Europe negated 
any local entertainment considerations and 
these world events were to overtake these 
domestic plans.

New drivers who received regular 
acknowledgement in this decade: Miles 
Hunter, J.E. Pike; Chas Whatmore; 
N.E.McIlwain; Gordon Lee; A.B.Gillespie; 
Ian Morey, J.F.Barrow, Keith Thallon; K 
Thomson; E.A.Dolby; J. Mackierhan; David 
Paul Munro, T.F.Trevethan; G. Russell, 
R.S.Tibbits, S.V. Butters; E.T. Shepperds, C. 
Brodribb, Claude Barron, A.J.Laverack, H.E. 
Collett, K.T.E. Shersby, Frank Jost, Roy  
Bulcock, O (Snow) Sefton V. Trevethan, 
Cyril Anderson

New cars of this decade; Austin 7, Riley 
Nine, MG Midget, MG Magnette, Wolseley 
Hornet, Morris 8/40, Morris Minor, Willys 
77, Bugatti Brescia, Bentley 3litre, Ford V8, 
Studebaker Vauxhall Wensum, Crossley

Events were programmed for1940 with a 
reliability trial on 18 February, Rosewood 
was to open in April, Ugly Gully (off Mt 
17	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 3 No 4, April 1939, p11.
18	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 3 No 8, August 1939, p15.
19	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 3 No 10, October 1939, p9.

Crosby Road) hill climb was staged, 
however all activities would cease in 1940 
as both fuel supplies and volunteers were 
needed for the various military forces.

A BIT OF INTEREST

The 1939 AGP was held at Loebethal in 
South Australia. As part of the weekend a 
stock car championship was conducted. 
Run over 50 miles, the rules provide that 
cars must be fitted with standard bodies, 
operate on standard fuel, alterations to 
suspension systems in the interest of safety 
would be allowed. Cars must be absolutely 
standard except for engine compression 
that could be raised, and the suspension 
may be altered.20 A handicap race with 
cars of similar make and model will start 
together and this was won by T M Brady 
(SA – Singer Bantam) from J McKinnon (SA 
– Ford), J K Phillips (Vic –Ford).21

20	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 2 No 11, November 1938, 
p29.

21	 The Steering Wheel, Vol 3 No 2, February 1939, p9.

Rob Grant’s beautiful MG RV8 was in pride of place 
outside the Chapel at Rob’s funeral on July 9. It also 

helped to display a tribute to his involvement with the 
Scouting Movement.
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Part 5 – The 1940s - A quick look at post  
World War 2 Queensland Motor Sport History 
Victory in Europe (V.E. Day) was achieved 
in early May 1945, some state the 7th May 
others 8th May.  Within 6 months the first 
race meeting was held on 9 September 
1945 in Paris’s Park, the Bois de Boulogne, 
with a lap of 1.75 miles. Enough racing 
cars had been carefully hidden during 
the war years from all advancing armies 
from different sides. Organised by the 
Independent Drivers’ Association, it 
honoured the resistance fighters with the 
first race, the Robert Benoist Cup for 1500 
cc cars and was won by Amedee Gordini. 
The Liberation Cup for the 2000 cc cars 
went to the Maserati of Henri Louveau with 
the main event, the Prisoners’ Cup, being 
won by the Bugatti of Jean-Pierre Wimille. 
Some thought this event was frivolous and 
a waste of scarce resources; however, 
some 90,000 spectators attended this 
event.1 

Thus if people in Europe would attend then 
would the same not be able to be organised 
in Queensland, provided enough cars could 
be found and prepared for such an event? 
The first event was near Fahey’s Crossing 
with a motorcycle rally and a miniature 
TT event on Saturday 3 March 1946.2 In 
Brisbane,  Speedway was the first form to 
re-commence as there was an established 
venue, namely the Brisbane Exhibition. 
Saturday night 9 March 1946 was a Motor 
Carnival which included bicycle racing (1/2 
mile handicap), trotting, speedcar events (6 
lap races) and a fireworks display. Of the 
speed car drivers mentioned in reports were 
Belf Jones, Fred Baker, George Bonser, 
Johnny Reid, Jim Cross, Bob Playfair and 
Ray Revell.3

1	 Ludvigsen, Karl, “Classic Grand Prix Cars the 
Front-engined Era 1906 – 1960” 2nd edition, p 107, 
Haynes Publication, 2006.. 

2	 Telegraph, 4 March 1946, p10..
3	 Truth, 10 March 1946, p9.

Prior to the 1939-1945 conflict, motor cycle 
races were able to be conducted on city 
and country showgrounds as well as on 
public roads such as at Kingston. Motor car 
races were not permitted possibly due to a 
fatal accident at the Deagon Racecourse 
(which still exists on Broad Street).  During 
the All Powers Australasian Grass Track 
Championships on 26 January 1928 Edgar 
“Ted” Hanlon driving his 30-98 Vauxhall, 
on a practice run in preparation for a 5 lap 
handicap race for motor car, lost a tyre and 
crashed with fatal results. This occurred 
after the morning motor cycle races and 
during the lunch break. Thus no motor 
car events were permitted on Deagon 
Racecourse or any other venue.4 Motor 
car events were confined to hillclimbs (at 
Mt Coot-Tha, Mt Gravatt, and Whites Hill), 
acceleration tests (i.e. sprints at Coopers 
Plains, Myrtletown and Strathpine on South 
Pine Road) plus intrastate and interstate 
reliability trials. Finally in August 1939 motor 
car races were permitted on the Rosewood 
showgrounds promoted by Queensland 
Motor Sporting Club (QMSC).  There was 
planning for the 1942 Australian Grand Prix 
to be held at Coolangatta which could not 
be conducted. QMSC was re-formed by 
pre-war competitors Chas Whatmore, Keith 
Thallon, Snow Sefton and Theo Trevethan 
and QMSC would promote motor races, 
hillclimbs and trial events in the ensuing 
years.

Post war, a suitable venue was found. In 
the Pine Rivers region 3 airfields were in 
use during 1939 – 1945. A1 and A3 fields 
used a grassed landing strip as the runway 
whilst the A2 airfield at Strathpine had a 
sealed landing strip.  This was the airfield 
base of the 548 Squadron of Spitfires and 
today is the site of the Pine Rivers State 
High School.5 Until late 1959 this Strathpine 

4	 Courier Mail, 27 January 1928, p13.
5	 Marks, Roger R., Queensland Airfields WW2 – 50 
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airfield site was under the control of both 
the Commonwealth Government of Defence 
and the Department of Interior as it was 
then sold to developers with the final race 
meeting on 11 October 1959. The circuit 
was described as basically down one 
side of the airfield around some hay bales 
and 44 gallon drums then back along the 
opposite side to form a lap of about 1.4 
miles. The width of the airfield was some 
150 feet with straights just about 0.6 of a 
mile long.6   

First motor car races (circuit) event post 
1945 in Brisbane was promoted by Frank 
Arthur as the Victory races on 11 August 
1946.  A combination of 2 bicycle, 4 motor 
cycle and 2 motor car events formed the 
programme, with Grand Prix titles given to 
the cycle events (3.5 laps Junior GP, 7 laps 
Senior GP); Motor Cycles (17.5 laps GP, 7 
laps Junior GP, 7 laps Lightweight GP, and 
7 laps All Powers handicap) whilst cars held 
a 25 mile All Powers Victory trophy (18 laps 
of the approximate 1.4 mile circuit) and a 7 
lap handicap event.  A reported 7000 cars 
brought some 40,000 spectators to attend 
this meeting to see Frank Kleinig (Hudson 
Special) win the main handicap event from 
John Crouch (MGTC), W. Mathieson (SS 
Jaguar) and Snow Sefton (Ford V/8).7 From 
the 1946-47 Commonwealth of Australia 
Year Book the population of metropolitan 
Brisbane was stated as 402,172, Redcliffe 
(8888 people) and Ipswich (26218 people).8 

A second event was held on 24 
November 1946 - the Queensland Airstrip 
Championship Speed Carnival, with races 
for Sidecar handicap (5 laps), for motor 
cycles a Lightweight Championship (5 
laps), a Junior Championship (5 laps), 
Senior Championship (10 laps) All Powers 
Handicap (10 laps) and for motor car 
(handicap over 1500cc, Open All Powers 
(5 laps) and the main event the Strathpine 

Years On, R and J Marks, Brisbane, 1994.. 
6	 Telegraph, 25 November 1946, p12.
7	 Courier Mail, 12 August 1946, p8.
8	 Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia 

no 37 1946-47, Commonwealth Bureau of Census 
and Statistics, Canberra, 1949, p708 -710.

20 car handicap (28 miles) won by Bill 
Murray in his Terraplane Special. With 
some 30000 spectators attending other 
competitors listed in the newspapers 
were Walter Mathison (Jaguar SS), Chas 
Whatmore (Ford V8), Brian Chatterton 
(Austin 7), John Nind (MG) Alf Najar (MG) 
Ray Revell (Speedcar) Bill McLachlan (MG) 
Snow Sefton (Ford V8) Hope Bartlett (MG 
Supercharged).9 Strathpine circuit was also 
used for Sprints in those days just standing 
and flying quarter mile acceleration tests.

Events at Strathpine continued in 1947 
and, as reported in the newspapers, 
included QMSC sprints on 22 June 
1947,10 Strathpine Speed Carnival on 10 
August where Rex Law won the 25 mile 
main race in his Austin Special in front of 
25000 spectators.11  Other events were 
at the Oxley Speedway on the western 
side of what is now Donaldson Road on 
25 July 194712 and 14 December.13 On 20 
September QMSC held a night reliability 
trial which commenced in Brisbane at 
midnight to venture to Beaudesert then 
Coulsen, Ipswich, to Mt Crosby with a 
second division through Dayboro, Samford 
to Petrie. Results gave a tie of K Thallon 
(Hillman utility) and R Howlett (Ford utility) 
then Rex law (Chrysler sedan), L Lloyd 
(Morris Utility) Theo Trevethan (Ford Tourer) 
Miss Connie Jordan (MG) and B Ford 
(Chrysler).14 The first hillclimb after the war 
was at Whites Hill hillclimb on 6 December 
1947 where a thunderstorm stopped 
proceedings as the surface became 
slippery and very muddy but not before 
Chas Whatmore (Studebaker speedcar) 
set the fastest time.15  It was common for 
Speedcars to compete at the sealed surface 
Strathpine as well as on the dirt surfaces. 
Drivers such as Chas Whatmore and John 
Maxwell in his Riley Special appear in 
results. 

9	 Courier Mail, 25 November 1946, p3.
10	 Courier Mail, 23 June 1947, p8.
11	 Courier Mail, 11 August 1947, p7.
12	 Telegraph, 26 July 1947, p11.
13	 Courier Mail, 15 December 1947, p1.
14	 Telegraph, 22 September 1947, p12.
15	 Truth, 7 December 1947, p20.
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Events in 1948 saw Whites Hill on 24 
January where Chas Whatmore held the 
outright record at 32.2 seconds,16 Strathpine 
sprints where the American and local 
Speedway drivers competed with Cal Niday, 
Perry Grimm, Johnny Peers, Bob Playfair, 
Chas Whatmore and Rex Law on Monday 
29 March 1948;17  QMSC all day rally on 
16 May won by Mrs Keith Thallon (Hillman 
10) with K Saunds (Vauxhall V/8 special), B 
Dance (Oldsmobile) and C Bennett (Willys 
77) from the start in Gregory Terrace to 
Fahey’s Crossing via Zillmere, Strathpine 
and Clear Mountain.18

First race meeting on the Lowood airfield 
was held on Sunday 20 June 1948. Lowood 
was the home of Number 71 Squadron 
RAAF Avron from which conducted coastal 
patrols against Japanese submarines 
(Google search).  The lap distance was 
2.825 miles and the main event at the first 
meeting, the Queensland Road Racing 
Championships, was won by O A (Snow) 
Sefton in his Ford V8 (V8 engine on a Jeep 
chassis using a 4 wheel drive transmission) 
from Keith Thallon (Jaguar SS 100) and 
Chas Whatmore (Studebaker). Some 5000 
spectators attended and the map of the 
circuit shows the Start/Finish line on the 
back straight between Castrol Corner and 
BP Bend not on the main straight as most 
associate with the circuit.19  

Strathpine on 8 August 1948 gave a mixed 
programme of both motor car and motor 
cycle events as with all race meetings in 
this period. In the up to 1500 cc handicap 
C Anderson (Wolseley Hornett) won from 
D Forster (Wolseley Hornett) then Col 
Robinson (MGTC) Miss Connie Jordan 
(MGTA). Short handicap saw drivers Walter 
Mathison (Jaguar), Doug McDougal (Riley 
Spec), J Howlett (Ford V8 Spec), K Bailey 
(Ford A Spec). The Open handicap had 
Jack Wright (Ford Spec), Chas Whatmore 
(Studebaker), KeithThallon (Jaguar SS 
100), and Rex Law (Austin).20 

16	 Truth, 24 January 1948, p10.
17	 Courier Mail, 30 March 1948.
18	 Telegraph, 17 May 1948.
19	 Courier Mail, 21 June 1948, p5.
20	 Courier Mail, 9 August 1948, p6.

On 26 February 1949 Chas Whatmore 
set a new record of 44.1 at Whites Hill 
hillclimb and again light rain made the 
surface slippery.21 QMSC had requested 
the Brisbane City Council - the owners of 
the Whites Hill site - to resurface the track. 
They cited that a lack of a sealed surface 
precluded the holding of the Australian 
Hillclimb Championships in Brisbane. The 
AHC would attract many thousands of 
southern visitors. The council estimate that 
this cost to seal would be approximately 
£2015 and advised that the expenditure not 
warranted.22

However the major event of 1949 was 
the Australian Grand Prix. On 21 January 
Lowood was selected to be the venue with 
the AGP on Sunday 19 June subject to 
approval by the appropriate authorities.23 
Strathpine was seen as too limited in 
length to hold a Grand Prix. It is reported 
the RAAF apparently refused to give 
permission and the newspapers suggested 
the local residents would not allow such 
an event to be held on a Sunday. However 
previous events at Lowood had occurred 
on Sundays. Then a search for a suitable 
site was undertaken where four sites being 
considered with Leyburn being selected as 
the only useable site although it had never 
before been used for racing. 

Previously a base for B24 Liberator 
bombers (Squadron 99) during WW2 
it was now divided among 3 farming 
families, Hamblin, Porter and Backhouse. 
The basic triangular layout of this circuit 
showed a length of 4.3 miles and the track 
approximately 6 miles north of the town 
about where Liberator Avenue is today. 
The National Competition Committee of 
the Australian Automobile Association 
(AAA) which until 1953 was the controlling 
authority for Australian Motor Sport had set 
out new guidelines to raise the public status 
of this event. This included rotating the 
event to all states so it was truly a National 
Grand Prix, incorporating a massed or 

21	 Telegraph, 26 February 1949, p26.
22	 Telegraph, 9 July 1949 p13.
23	 Telegraph 21 January 1949 p27.
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scratch race start as occurred with Grand 
Prix of other nations, over a substantial 
distance and only allow the term Grand Prix 
as its title. This was the first AGP held as a 
scratch race as previous AGPs were held 
under a handicap starting order of either 
one at a time on their handicap time or in 
engine capacity groups but not all together.  
The AGP was held on 18 September 1949 
where a crowd of between 25,000 to 30,000 
spectators watched the Grand Prix won by 
John Crouch in a 3.5 litre Delahaye from 
Ray Gordon (MGTC), Arthur Rizzo (Riley 
Special), Peter Critchley (MGTB Special), 
Allan Larsen (Cadillac Special), Curley 
Brydon (MGTC), Irwin Luke (Bugatti Type 
37), Theo Trevethan (Ford V8 Special), 
H McGuire (MGTC) and Col Robinson 
(MGTC).24 A handicap event was conducted 
in conjunction with the Grand Prix with the 
results Gordon from Luke, Brydon, Critchley 
and Crouch.25

24	 The Official 50-Race History of the Australian Grand 
Prix, R and T Publishing, Sydney, 1986, pp 138-147.

25	 Toowoomba Chronicle, 19 September 1949, p1.

Final event for 1949 was a hill climb at 
Kenmore on 4 December. The only location 
found is a tricky course of 660 yards ‘on a 
property opposite the Kenmore Sanatorium’ 
and later ‘a Church was built in the middle 
of the hill’.26 The handicap section was 
won by J Hillhouse (MGTC, 28.9 secs 
less 5.5 secs = handicap time 23.4), J 
McLennan (MGTC, 29.2 – 5.5 = 23.7), 
Allan Larsen (Cadillac, 26.4 – 2.5 = 24.8), 
L Austin (MGTC, 29.5 – 5.5 = 24.0), Jack 
Wright (Ford Special, 28.2 – 4.0 = 24.2), 
Chas Whatmore (Studebaker, 24.5 less no 
handicap time = 24.5), Rex Law (Cadillac 
Special, 24.8), Keith Saunders (Ford Vaux, 
30.2 – 5.25 = 24.95), Theo Trevethan (Ford 
Special, 29.0 – 4.0 = 25.0), S James (Ford 
V8, 29.3 – 4.25 = 25.05), F Reid (Hillman 
Minx, 40.6 – 12.0 = 28.6) and D Mason 
(Ford Vaux, 34.4 – 5.0 = 29.4).27 

26	 Motorsport in Queensland, Vol 1, Number 3, 3 
November 1953, p10.

27	 Telegraph 5 December 1949 p29.

This is the correct  photo of Jon McCarthy competing at the 1970 AHC at Mt Cotton in Tim Harlock’s Cooper Ford 
which should have been at the top of page 57 in the May Octagon.
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The following information has been sourced 
mainly from newspaper results and articles 
from a few motoring magazines. To provide 
some sense and order to some of the 
history the article is divided into circuit 
motor race meetings, motor trials and 
rallies, speed trial meetings, hillclimbs, and 
motorkhanas.

SOME OF THE MOTOR SPORT HISTORY 
IN SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND - Contin-
uing with a bit of  background and trivia

Background: Australia’s population given 
in the 1950 Year Book was 7,580,820 
people (1,106,269 in Queensland), 
registered motor vehicles (excluding 
commercial vehicles) 522,613 with 71,003 
in Queensland, road miles used for general 
traffic in Australia of 500,497 miles of which 
24009 were of bituminous construction 
(Queensland 132,209 miles total and 3328 
miles bituminous).1

Trivia: On 29 November 1948 Prime 
Minister Ben Chifley is reported to have said 
“She’s a beauty” referring to the first Holden 
48-215 known as the Holden FX to roll 
off the production line. On 30 September 
1948 pilot car number one is completed. 
General Motors did not designate this 
vehicle as Number 1 Holden, it was known 
as Old Number One (where have we 
heard that before). On October 1948 pilot 
car number one is registered as MG-501 
(Gawler Cream colour, body number 6). 
The first ten carried the registration number 
plates of MG-501 to MG-510, and were all 
designed for testing to Australian conditions. 
(#2Wikipedia Holden 48-215) 

1	 Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
Number 38, 1950, Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Canberra ACT, Commonwealth Government Printer, 
Canberra. Population page 519, Motor Vehicles page 
192, Roads and Bridges page 680.

CIRCUIT MOTOR RACES 
The motor race circuits in operation during 
the 1950 decade were at disused World 
War Two airfields with sealed runways 

at Strathpine, Lowood and Leyburn, plus 
street circuits at Southport and Middle 
Ridge in Toowoomba. Usual for the era 
was that most road race meetings were a 
combination of motor cycle and car race 
events.  Most race meetings were held on 
the one day, usually Saturday with practice 
and races. Race distances for many races 
such as those at Strathpine could be over 4 
laps (6 miles), 6 laps (9 miles) with the main 
event 8 or 12 laps. Championship distances 
could be 50 miles.

STRATHPINE 
STRATHPINE was the A2 airfield (sealed 
airstrip) mainly for RAAF Spitfire squadron 
and USAAF P-400 Airacobras squadron. 
Walker places the circuit near the Pine 
Rivers State High School on Spitfire Avenue 

Brier Thomas captured the action at a meeting at 
Strathpine in 1956. 

Part 6 – The story continues...

Brier Thomas captured the action at a meeting at 
Strathpine in 1956. 

Garnet Smith with pit crew ready for a sprint at 
Strathpine. (Photo from Garnet Smith).
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with the start/finish line roughly at the 
junction of Lancaster Street and Spitfire 
Avenue. It was a simple course of up and 
back with 44 gallon drums placed down the 
centre of the runway and hay bales to mark 
turns at either end of the runway. A lap was 
1.4 miles including a 7/10 mile straight. The 
first event was on 11 August 1946, with the 
final race meeting on 11 October 1959. In 
1953 a loop at the southern end through the 
trees was added near what is now Buckby 
Street and was initially sealed with sump 
oil before being sealed in 1955. A further 
loop at the northern end was added made in 
1957.2 I Steering Column News, September 
2005, page 6. t is suggested a local 
enthusiast and Lawnton garage proprietor, 
O.A. “Snow” Sefton saw the potential of the 
abandoned airstrip so he and his mates 
“borrowed” the Pine Rivers Shire Council’s 
road making machinery after hours. Over 
a weekend they converted the strip into 
a dragstrip, then returned the equipment 
and wired the depot’s fence back up. As 
the Shire Councillors lived out of town 
they were unaware of this activity.3 “Snow 
Sefton” competed at hillclimbs, speedway, 
and at the first race meetings at Rosewood 
Showgrounds pre- World War 2. After 
military service Snow continued his motor 
sport activities including the 1949 and 1954 
Australian Grand Prix events.

Unless stated that the race meeting was 
organised by MGCCQ all race meetings 
were organised by Queensland Motor 
Sporting Club (QMSC). For the 4 March 
1951 meeting a course at the top end had 
been laid out to provide a more gradual 
turn and so permit greater speeds on this 
7/10 mile strip. A reported 8000 watched 
these “speedsters” in their mostly home 
built racing cars and “souped up” sports 
models. Race wins in the Stock Model race 
(4 laps) went to Chas Anderson (Wolseley 
Hornet), Under 1500 cc Scratch race (5 
laps) to Les Taylor (MG), Open Handicap 
(10 laps) to Walter Mathieson (MGTC), 
Over 1500 cc Scratch race (5 laps) to Jack 

2	 Walker, Terry, ‘Fast Tracks, Australia’s Motor Racing 
Circuits 1904-1955’, Turton and Armstrong, Sydney, 
1995, pages 152-153.

3	 Steering Column News, September 2005, page 6.

Wright (Ford Special), Short Handicap race 
(5 laps) to Frank Reid (Vauxhall Bugatti) 
and Bruce Blocksidge (Morris 8/40). Speeds 
recorded were: Snow Sefton (Strathpine 
Special, 107.1 mph), Jack Wright (107.1 
mph), M Taylor (Cooper 1100, 104.8), Chas 
Whatmore (Studebaker Special, 100.0), 
Rex Law (Regal Special, 100.0), Theo 
Trevethan (Ford Special, 97.8), Ross Gray 
(G.K. Special, 95.8), J Adamson (Ford 
Special, 93.8), Walter Mathieson (90.0) and 
Jack McDonald (81.8 mph). 

MG drivers winning events included Charlie 
Swinburne (MGTC), Arthur Griffiths (MG 
S/c), Ernie Ansell (MG Saloon); John 
McKinney (MGTC), Ken Gough (MGTC), 
Nev Huch (MG Special S/c), Stan Mossetter 
(MGTC S/c Special), G. Fenn (MGTC), 
Frank Gourlay (MGTC), Gordon MacNicol 
(MGTF), Arnold Williams (cigar shaped 
MGTC Special). 

An interesting entry for the 25 July 1953 
meeting was Nino Borari from Victoria 
driving his Cisitalia. The Cisitalia, a sleek 
low vehicle of 49 inches high, was powered 
by a 1090 cc OHV engine, dry sump, 
weighing 16 hundredweight. 

MGCCQ club President Frank Taylor 
announced the Club’s first race meeting 
was to be held at the Strathpine circuit on 
8 October 1955. It was a combination of 4 
motorcycle and 5 motor car events. First 
car race was a Closed Car Handicap over 
3 laps (5 miles) with 5 competitors. There 
was also an Open Scratch race of 5 laps 
(7 miles, 7 starters) which saw Steve Ames 
making his first appearance at Strathpine 
(in the ex Lex Davison Alfa Romeo which 
reached 125 mph on the long stretches) 
taking the win from Glyn Scott (Holden 
Special) and Rex Taylor (XK 120 Jaguar). 
The MG Scratch race with 10 competitors 
over 7 miles went to Frank Gourlay (MGTC) 
from C. Warnes (MGTC) and John Gill 
(MGTC). The Open Handicap (10 laps, 
14 miles, 12 competitors) was won by C. 
Warnes, from R. Taylor whilst the last race 
(Sports Car Handicap, 7 miles, 11 starters) 
went to Lloyd Whittaker in Frank Morrison’s 
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(MGTD) from Vince Jordan (MGTF) and 
Rex Taylor. Drivers listed in the race 
programme included D. Globe (Holden) 
F.S Dyke (MG Magnette and TF), R. A. 
Nevendorf (Morris Minor), P. Neddle (Austin 
A30), Pat Kinneally (Morris Oxford), Chas 
Whatmore (Jaguar Special), Bob Fechner 
(Wolseley Special), R. Hamilton (XK 120), 
C. Tadgell (Porsche Special), W. Weekes 
(MGTF), M.A. Kent (MGTF), S.A. Pollard 
(MGTC), A. Storor (MGTC), Clive Nolan 
(Duck Anderson DAM 500 Special), Glynn 
Phillips (500 Special), N. Ansell (MGTC).

At the event held on 17 March 1956 QMSC 
would start a fund to pay to reseal the loop 
at the Southern end. This section was 
not able to be used because of the poor 
surface and was expected to cost £1000 to 
put it back in racing order. A reported 5000 
people watched Australia’s fastest woman 
driver Geordie Anderson racing her D type 
Jaguar for her first time at Strathpine. Also 
gaining mention was “mother of three, Mrs 
Ann Thomson of Kenmore, who gained a 
second place in her first appearance on a 
race circuit” in her MGTC. “Mrs Thomson 
held off much faster cars and more 
experienced drivers until the last half lap 
of the race”.  Lloyd Whittaker (MGTD) won 
the under 1500 cc event over 6 laps from W 
Weekes (MGTF) and Joe Bonenti (MGTF). 
Bill Weekes won the Group B handicap 
from Ann Thomson and Vince Jordan 
(MGTF). Joe Marano (Volkswagen) won 
the restricted handicap from J. S. Walker 
(Austin) and Joe Bonenti.  The format of 
the circuit changed for the 5 May event. 
At each end of the bitumen airstrip straw 
bales were placed to create chicanes along 
with an extended “S” bend along the strip 
proper. Race wins went to Bill Weekes, Ken 
Richardson (Lago Talbot), Alan Hale (Ford), 
Jim Bertram (Triumph TR2), Joe Bonenti 
(MGTF) and Bob Fechner (Wolseley 
Special).

Sports Cars and Specials magazine of 
August reports MGCCQ as organising the 
26 May 1956 race meeting. Race results for 
the restricted handicap of 5 laps showed the 
winner to be Tom Ross (MGTC), from Ken 

Ebeling (Triumph TR2) and Peter Uscinski 
(Morris Minor); the MG Scratch race (5 laps) 
was won by Jim Johnson (MGTC Special) 
from Lloyd Whittaker (MGTD) and Gordon 
MacNicol (MGTC); Sports and Closed Car 
handicap of 5 laps went to Lloyd Whittaker 
from Ken Ebeling and John Gill (MGTC). 
The open Handicap (10 laps) was won by 
Bill Weekes (MGTF) from John Gill, and 
Ken Ebeling. The final event over 5 laps 
was won by John Gill from Tom Ross and 
G. Lord (VW).  The Telegraph report stated 
the Johnson MGTC Special was fitted with 
a fibreglass body which brought the weight 
of the car to 14 hundredweight with the 
engine bored out to 1466 cc. Jack Myers 
had enlarged the Holden engine to 2600cc 
via a 3 and 5/16 inch bore with a 8.25:1 
compression ratio and used a 4 speed 
gearbox (standard Holden gearbox was 
three speed).  

On a wet track on 7 July 1956 Max Volkers 
(Holden) won the Closed and Touring 
Car handicap over 9 miles from J. Walker 
(Austin A40) and Joe Marano (Volkswagen). 
Mrs Thomson with her first appearance in 
the “smart looking Morgan plus 4 tricked 
the handicappers in the Sports and Racing 
Car handicap over 12 miles as she cleared 
out to a very easy win” from Glyn Scott 
(Holden Special) and Chas Whatmore 
(Jaguar Special). In the A Grade handicap 
(12 miles) Lionel Ayres (MGTC) won 
from Ann Thomson and Glyn Scott whilst 
Vince Jordan (MGTC) won the Restricted 
Handicap (7.5 miles) from B. Cahill (MGTD) 
and J. Walker. Earlier Cahill won the Under 
1500 cc Open Handicap from R. Richards 
(MGTC) and Vince Jordan.

On 6 October 1956 the MGCCQ race 
meeting (4 motor cycle and 4 car events) 
had wins go to Gordon McNicol (MGTF) in 
the Restricted Handicap over 4 laps from 
Peter Uscinski (Morris Minor) and Lloyd 
Whittaker (Triumph TR2). Joe Bonenti 
(MGTF) won from Jim Bertram (Triumph 
TR2) and Ken Richardson (Austin Healey) 
in the Open Handicap over 10 laps and 
Peter Uscinski won the Sports and Closed 
Car Handicap (4 laps) from Nev Huch (Fiat 
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1100). The main event was the Strathpine 
Quarter Hour race with three classes: 
Sports cars over 1500 cc, Sports cars under 
1500cc and Closed Cars. From a Le Mans 
start,  the classes resulted in wins to Jim 
Bertram from Lloyd Whittaker and Vince 
Jordan (in Mrs Thomson’s Morgan) in over 
1500 Sports; Tom Ross and F. Jack (both 
MGTC) in up to 1500 cc and Max Volkers 
(Holden) with Peter Uscinski and Nev Huch 
in the closed cars. 

The Courier Mail announced in September 
that QMSC had obtained a 2 year lease for 
the Strathpine airstrip with the Department 
of Interior. This meant that they were able 
to go ahead with improvements – such as 
sealing the dirt loop - without fear of the 
disused airstrip being sold.  In November 
the paper reported QMSC had completed 
the bitumen sealing of the Strathpine circuit 
dirt loop and that the Club hoped to have 
the second loop at the opposite end of the 
airstrip sealed in February 1957. Thus at 
the 16 March 1957 meeting drivers raced 
on the new sealed loop through the trees. 
At this meeting Bill Weekes competed in 
his Buchanan bodied MGTF. His MG is 
the first sports car in Queensland fitted 
with a fibreglass body. The weight is 3.5 
hundredweight lighter than the conventional 
MGTF. An Aston Martin was used as 
the mould for the new body. In following 
meetings race wins went to Joe Marano 
(MGA), Eric Wendt (XK120), Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC), Bill Weekes, Gordon MacNicol 
(MGTF), Frank Morrison (Triumph TR2), 
Vince Jordan (MGTA), Glyn Scott (Holden 
Special now fitted with a Repco cylinder 
head), Norm Crowfoot (Lancia Aurelia), Joe 
Marano (MGA), R Walmsley (Alfa-GMC), Dr 
M. Robertson Renault760), Ralph Crompton 
(Ford Special), John French (Holden), Ken 
Ebling (Triumph TR2), George Websdale 
(Buchanan MG Special), Bruce Maher 
(Buchanan Fiat),  Chas Whatmore (Lotus 
Climax), J. Riordon and George Jamieson.

Late in 1957 the Australian Motor Sports 
December magazine reported that “Early 
in the new year QMSC hope to have 
successfully tendered for the purchase of 

Strathpine Airstrip from the Commonwealth. 
Plans are already under way to make it 
a more exciting and attractive circuit by 
means of a loop at the northern end if the 
tendered price is successful”. 

In March 1958 the Courier Mail reported 
QMSC had spent £750 on improvements 
to the track. Ern Tadgell (Sabakat) set a 
lap record of 1 minute 6 seconds at the 
11 May meeting. There were reports of a 
Relay Race between several teams with 
first place going to a team of Wal Anderson, 
Joe Marano and John French at the 7 
December meeting.  

The MGCCQ race meeting on 20 July 
1958 was an all car event.  Events were: 
Restricted Handicap (4 laps, 14 starters) 
John Cranley (MGTF), Brian Tebble 
(MGTD), W. Riordan (MGTC); Group 
C Scratch race (4 laps, 9 starters) with 
results W. Riordan, Brian Tebble and S.A. 
Pollard (Standard 8); Group B Scratch 
race (6 laps) Sid Sakzewski (Porsche), 
P. Sullivan (MGTF S/c) and Eric Wendt 
(XK120); Group A Scratch race (8 laps) 
Jack Edwards (Godfrey Special), Max 
Volkers (Holden); Sports and Closed Car 
Handicap (6 laps) no results available; 
Open Handicap (10 laps) Sid Sakzewski, 
Jack Edwards and Tom Ross; Racing Car 
handicap (6 laps) George Stratigos (MG 
Special) and Max Volkers (Holden Special); 
Final event Consolation handicap (6 laps) 
David Semfel (MGTF), Joe Bonenti and Eric 
Wendt. The MGCCQ race programme lists 
B. Shepherd driving an MGTC (anticipate 
that this is Blair Shepherd) then a future 
Australian speedcar champion), as an 
entrant in the Group C Scratch race, Sports 
and Closed car Handicap, Open Handicap, 
and Consolation Handicap. 

Reports for 1959 meetings acknowledge 
race wins to Pat Sullivan (in Frank 
Morrisson MGTF S/c), Glyn Scott (Repco 
Holden Special), Chas Whatmore (Lotus 
Climax Le Mans 11), Max Volkers (Holden), 
M. Williams (MGTC Special), Allan Reid 
(driving Ann Thomson’s Austin Healey 100), 
Frank Morrison (MGTF S/c). The relay 
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race event for Sedans, Sports and Racing 
cars over 5 laps was a dead heat between 
team 1 of Tony Basile (in Geoff Sakzewski’s 
Porsche), Allan Reid (Mrs Thomson’s 
Austin Healey) and N. Chaffey and team 
2 (Sawyer, Bonenti, Scott) with team 3 
(Volkers, R. Jorgensen, Frank Morrison) in 
third position. 

The Strathpine Championship held on 17 
May 1959 was won by Chas Whatmore 
(Lotus Climax) from Arthur Griffiths in his 
newly acquired Ferrari Super Squalo and 
Tony Basile (in Geoff Sakzewski’s Porsche 
Carrera).  Race wins went to M. Williams 
(MGTC Special), Dr. M. Robinson (Simca), 
Joe Bonenti (MGTF), Bill Pitt (MGTF) R. 
Sawyer (Holden) and Doug Bright (MGTC). 
The “ever popular” Relay race over 5 laps 
went to Sawyer from Bright and B. Cahill 
(Austin Healey 100).

Results of the MGCCQ race meeting on 12 
July were - in the Restricted Handicap over 
4 laps D. Stewart (Whitney Special), M. 
Williams (MGTC Special) and John Cranley. 
Placings in the Closed Car Handicap (6 
laps) were filled by Max Volkers,  R. Sawyer 
(Holden) and K. Clough (Zephyr); Group C 
Scratch race (4 laps) placegetters were K. 
Reynolds (MGA), K. Clough and K. Shaw 
(MGTF); Group A Scratch race (6 laps) 
Arnold Glass (Maserati), D Stewart, George  
Jamieson (Lotus 11); Group B Scratch 
Race, 5 laps Max Volkers, David Semfel 
(LRVA), Brian Tebble; Racing Car Handicap 
(6  laps) Arnold Glass, George Jamieson, 
M. Williams; Sports Car Handicap (6 laps)  
George Jamieson, Garth Llewellyn (Triumph 
TR2) and Joe Bonenti; Open Handicap 
heat 1 and Heat 2 (both 8 laps) to Stewart, 
Williams and Jamieson. Both Denis Geary 
and Brian Tebble were driving under the 
Geary’s Selected Sports Cars banner. Tow 
new drivers to the programme were Ross 
Moir in his Simca and Ken Peters in his 
Morris Minor 1000.

A reported crowd of 4000 attended the final 
Strathpine race meeting with scheduled 
races including a Le Mans start, MG race, 
and the Strathpine specialty being the Relay 

event. This was the final race meeting at 
the venue as L.J. Hooker had bought the 
airstrip and surrounding 50 acres for a 
housing estate. Glyn Scott (Cooper Climax) 
equalled the lap record of 1 min 3 seconds 
with Arnold Glass (Maserati) then 1 minute 
2 and finally 1 minute 1 second in the L J 
Hooker open handicap.  Final races results: 
the Relay event (Team of Vince Jordan 
(MGA), John Frizell (MGTC) and the Fagan 
and Stewart (Whitney Special); MG race 
to Joe Bonenti (MGTF Special, now with a 
Laystall-Lucas cylinder head), A.W. Hastie 
(MGA), K. Reynolds (MGA); Saloon race 
to W. Williams (Renault Dauphine), N.E. 
Winn (Wolseley 1500) and G.S. Sakzewski 
(Porsche Carrera); C Grade Scratch to A. 
Hastie from W. Wallace (Holden), Brian 
Tebble (MGTC); L.J. Hooker Handicap to 
Vince Jordan, Glyn Scott, Chas Whatmore 
(Lotus Climax); B Grade Scratch  Max 
Volkers (Holden), M.A. Xavier (Triumph 
TR2) and J.V. Joyce (MGA); A Grade 
Scratch to Glyn Scott, Chas Whatmore, 
George Jamieson (Lotus Climax); B Grade 
Restricted Handicap to John Frizell, Phil 
Thew (MGTF), A.W. Hastie; A Grade 
Restricted Handicap Chas Whatmore, 
Fagan and  Stewart then George Jamieson. 
The final race the ‘Auld Lang Syne’ 
Handicap was won by Phil Thew (MGTF) 
from W. Williams (Renault Dauphine) and 
M. Xavier (Triumph TR2) and fittingly no 
race time was published. Strathpine was 
then reported as “sold at 120 mph”. 

Brian Tebble in his MG TD at Lowood in June 1960
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LOWOOD
Lowood some 45 miles from Brisbane on 
an area of 422 acres was another airbase 
during World War Two for USAAF pursuit 
squadron of P 39 Airacobras and RAAF 
Avro Anson and Beaufort aircraft. Motor 
races were conducted on the 2.825 miles 
of runways and taxiways between 20 June 
1948 and 9 June 1952 when still under the 
ownership of the Australian Government 
Department of Interior and again from 26 
November 1955 to 23 October 1966. In 
February 1957 the Queensland Racing 
Drivers Club purchased the 2.825 mile 
circuit site for £5,100 ($10,200) and 
commenced improvements to the circuit. 
After October 1966 the site was used for 
sprint meetings and a couple of drag race 
meetings until divided for small farm lots. 
The property’s main runway was 5000 feet 
long by 150 feet wide with taxiways and 
hangar aprons more than 30 feet wide.4

On 27 August 1950 some 30,000 spectators 
attended the Lowood circuit to watch the 
Queensland Road Racing Championship 
promoted by the Queensland Motor 
Sporting Club (QMSC). Results show Bob 
Faulkner won the 55 mile (20 laps) event in 
his MGTC from Peter Searle (MGTC) and 
Sid McComiskey (MGTC). The meeting 
attracted a number of interstate drivers 
such as Lex Davison (Alfa Romeo), Dick 
Bland (Delahaye), Dick Cobden (MGTC 
Special), John Nind (MGTB Special) 
and Ken Tubman (MG Magnette). The 
Toowoomba Auto Club (TAC) organised the 
next meeting - the Carnival of Flowers Road 
Racing Championship - on 22 October. Stan 
Mossetter (ex Arthur Rizzo Riley Special) 
won the 33 mile race from Theo Trevethan 
(Ford V8 Special) and Col Dempsey 
(MGTC). Cyril Anderson won the over 2000 
cc scratch race whilst Mrs Doris Anderson 
won the sports and production car race both 
sharing their Jaguar XK 120. 

4	 Walker, Terry: ‘Fast Tracks, Australia’s Motor Racing 
Circuits 1904-1995’, Turton and Armstrong, Sydney, 
1995, pages 90-91; Telegraph 13 February 1957, 
page 22.

Doug Whiteford took the 1952 Queensland 
Road Racing Championship on 9 June in 
front of some 8000 spectators. He won the 
55 mile event in his Lago Talbot from Stan 
Mossetter, Colin Leagh-Murray (Healey), 
Mrs Doris Anderson (Jaguar XK 120) and J 
Hicks (Morgan). The other three race wins 
went to Frank Klening (Hudson Special), 
Stan Mossetter and Colin Leagh-Murray.

The Queensland Times in 1955 reported 
that after a lapse of 3 years the “magnificent 
airstrip circuit at Lowood” will have a 7 
event race programme, organised by the 
Queensland Racing Drivers Club (QRDC) 
on Saturday 25 November. All RAAF 
installations had been removed and there 
were Improved viewing opportunities for 
spectators. The main event was the Lowood 
Trophy for all cars and events for Sports 
cars, Saloon cars, Scratch races for cars 
under 100 mph, for cars over 100 mph and 
for the fastest 10 cars. Race wins went to 
Wal Anderson (“hot Holden” with “three 
SU carburetors, special cylinder head and 
camshaft”) in the Saloon car race, Frank 
Gourley (Austin Healey), Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC), Bill Pitt (Cooper 1100) Rex Taylor 
(XK120) and in the main race Glyn Scott 
(Holden Special) was the victor from Lionel 
Ayres and Barry Griffiths (Triumph TR2). 

A reported 6000 people witnessed a 
seven event programme at the 8 April 
1956 meeting with the main event the 
Queensland Saloon Car Championship 
and Trophy race over 10 laps. Jack Myers 
(driving Australia’s then fastest Holden) 
won the Scratch Championship from 
Don Gibson (taxi like 39 Dodge) and Lou 
Kingsley (Mercedes 220) whilst Joe Marano 
(Volkswagen) took the handicap section 
from Don Gibson, Keith Thallon (Standard 
10), J. Smith (MG Magnette) and Lou 
Kingsley. Other race winners were Stan 
Mossetter (Austin Healey 100S), Arthur 
Griffiths (ex Davison HWM Jaguar), Frank 
Morrison (MGTD), Pat White (Riley S/c 
being the ex Alec Mildren Special converted 
to sports specification) and Les Agnew 
(Austin Healey 100S). 
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Some 6500 spectators watched the QRDC 
Lowood Trophy race on 3 June. Arthur 
Griffiths took the outright win with speeds 
of up to 140 mph from Stan Mossetter, 
R. Weintraub (Austin Healey Silverstone) 
and Jim Johnson (MGTC Special).  On 
handicap Bill Weekes (MGTF 1500 with 
a Laystall-Lucas cylinder head) took the 
honours from Joe Bonenti (MGTF 1500), R 
Weintraub and Jim Johnson.  Both Arnold 
Glass (ex Raymond Sommer Maserati 4CL) 
and John Aldis (ex Stan Jones Cooper-
Jaguar) started the event but were not 
mentioned in the results. Race winners 
in other events were Jim Johnson, Clive 
Nolan (Duck Anderson Motors DAM 500 
Special), J Archibald (MGTC) and G. Lord 
(Volkswagen).

The third meeting organized by the 
QRDC for the year was on 12 July where 
the main race went to Bill Pitt (Geordie 
Anderson’s Jaguar D Type) from Tom 
Sulman (Aston Martin DBS3S), Chas 
Whatmore and Steve Ames (Austin Healey 
100S). In the handicap section Lionel Ayres 
won from Lloyd Whittaker, Bill Weekes 
and Bill Pitt. Other wins went to David 
Cavill (Customline), Glyn Scott (Holden 
Special), Lionel Ayres (MGTC) and Lloyd 
Whittaker (MGTD). Short note in the report 
in the Australian Motor Sports October 
magazine was “the saloon cars delighted 
the crowd who were astonished at the 
way a Customline can be cornered on two 
wheels”.

The 1956 Courier Mail Queensland 
Tourist Trophy attracted a reported crowd 
of 10800 on 4 November. The Tourist 
Trophy event was run over 1 hour with a 
Le Mans start and included a compulsory 
pit stop to take on one gallon of fuel. Bill 
Pitt (D Type with only 3rd and 4th gears 
operable) won from Bermar Sellars “Bib” 
Stillwell (Jaguar D type), Les Agnew (in Mrs 
Thomson’s Morgan), Joe Bonenti (MGTF 
with Laystall-Lucas cylinder head and other 
modifications), David McKay (York Motors 
Simca Aronde S/c Saloon) and Vince 
Jordan (MGA). Index of performance (the 
driver who most exceeds his previously set 

average speed for the race) was won by 
McKay from Bonenti, Agnew, Pitt, Stillwell, 
J. Smith (MG Magnette). Australian Motor 
Sports December edition noted that Bill 
Pitt’s speed recorded was 148.5 mph as 
well as Joe Marano’s who was driving the 
new MGA for the first time in road racing.

In early February 1957 the QRDC had 
purchased Lowood from the Department 
of Interior for £5,100 pounds. QRDC 
commenced on improvements such as new 
bitumen and road repairs at Castrol Corner, 
BP Bend, MG Corner and Mobilgas Corner. 
This purchase made QRDC only the second 
motor racing club in Australia to own and 
operate its own circuit. It was reported 
that it sought to raise the standard and 
succeeded. QRDC carried out extensive 
track improvements and the smoothness of 
the circuit was noticeable.5 

The 1957 Queensland Saloon Car 
Championship was held on 7 April. Leo 
Geoghegan (Holden with a 4 speed MG 
gearbox replacing the original three speed 
unit) won the 9 lap Championship with the 
handicap section going to David McKay 
(Simca Aronde S/c) from Leo Geoghegan 
and Max Volkers in his Holden.

A crowd of 16,000 attended the circuit on 
16 June to watch the 1957 Queensland 
Road Racing Championship which was also 
a round of the Gold Star series. This was 
the first year of the CAMS Gold Star award 
for the Australian Drivers’ Championship 
for drivers of racing cars complying with 
Australia’s Premier Racing open wheeler 
racing category. Lex Davison, the first 
winner of the CAMS Gold Star award, won 
this round in his Ferrari from Tom Hawkes 
(Cooper Holden), Bill Pitt (Jaguar D Type) 
whilst the handicap section went to Jim 
Johnson (MGTC fibreglass Special). Race 
wins in supporting events went to Stan 
Jones (Maserati), and in the combined 
Scratch race for Sedans and Sports-Racing 
cars the class winners were in the Sports-
Racing categories: Jack Edwards (Ford V8 

5	 Courier Mail 7 August 1957, Supplement, page20 
and Australian Motor Sports, October 1957, p 410.
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special), Tom Ross (Triumph TR2), Bill Kelly 
(ex Crowfoot Holden Special), Bill Weekes 
(Buchanan MGTF), and David Semfel 
(MGTC). In the Sedan categories: Norm 
Crowfoot (Lancia Aurella), Sid Sakzewski 
(Porsche), and M. Marshall (Ford Anglia). 
Australian Motor Sports August magazine 
made mention of a new driver Frank 
Gardner (C type Jaguar) and Joe Bonenti 
driving “a stripped down MGTF with a 
Laystall-Lucas head and bristling with other 
hot bits”. 

Stan Jones (Maserati) won the QRDC 
Lowood Trophy held on 11 August in front 
of a crowd of 10,000 spectators. Second 
was Tom Hawkes (Cooper Holden) from 
Alec Mildren (Cooper Climax formula 2), Bill 
Patterson (Cooper Climax sports car) with 
the Handicap section going to Bill Patterson 
from Derek Jolly (Decca Special) Tom 
Hawkes and Ern Tadgell (Porsche Special).  
Race wins went to Sid Sakzewski (Porsche) 
Alec Mildren, Jim Poteri (Austin Healey)  
Also mentioned was Ann Thomson in her 
new Austin Healey sports car and reported 
“she drove for the first time in a competitive 
race”.

The Courier Mail reported that 12,000 
spectators attended the 1957 Courier Mail 
Queensland Tourist Trophy on 3 November. 
David McKay (Aston Martin DBS3) won the 
trophy race from Bill Pitt (Jaguar D Type), 
Tom Sulman (Aston Martin DBS3), Arnold 
Williams (Porsche), Tom Ross (Triumph 
TR2) and Eric Wendt (XK120). The Index 
of performance went to Jim Bertram 
(MGTF) from Tom Ross, John French, Sid 
Sakzewski, David McKay and Pitt. Other 
race wins went to Arthur Griffiths (Cooper 
Climax), John French (Holden), Glyn Scott 
(Scott Special), Bill Pitt, Des Kelly and Tom 
Ross.

Ern Tadgell in his new Sabarat and Chas 
Whatmore in his Lotus Climax Le Mans 
Mk 11 Sports car had their first Lowood 
appearance at the first QRDC meeting 
of 1958, the 23 March meeting. Lionel 
Ayres had fitted a fibre glass body to 
his MGTC and John French had fitted a 

Repco cylinder head for his Holden. The 
main event, the Queensland Saloon Car 
Championship was won by Leo Geoghegan 
(Holden - also with a Repco cylinder head) 
from John French by 3 seconds and Sid 
Sakzewski (Porsche). The handicap section 
went to John French from Geoghegan and 
Stan Pollard (Standard).  Other race wins 
went to Harry Cape (XK 120), Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC), Ern Tadgell (Sabakat), Bill Pitt 
(Jaguar), D. Packman (MGTF 1500) and 
Glyn Scott (Cooper Holden). Other drivers 
mentioned were Noel Hall (RALT), Doug 
Cavill (Cooper Vincent), George Stratigos 
(MG), Jack Edwards (HRG Holden), Wal 
Anderson (Repco Lotus) and Des West 
(Holden). 

The 15 June meeting attracted 17,000 
spectators to watch the Queensland 
Road Racing Championship which was 
a Gold Star round. Alec Mildren (Cooper 
Climax F1) won the event from Ted Gray 
(Torando Chevrolet Corvette Special), 
Len Lukey (Cooper Bristol) and Bill Pitt 
(Jaguar D Type). Both Stan Jones (Maserati 
250F) and Bib Stillwell (Maserati 250F) 
encountered mechanical troubles during the 
race.  The handicap division went to Max 
Volkers, Vince Jordan and Bill Pitt. Ted Gray 
was leading the race until the usual issue 
arose - that being that the tyres were not up 
to the horsepower and would shred down to 
the canvas. Gray held the Australian Land 
speed record of 157.53 mph. Other race 
wins went to Noel Hall (RALT), Stan Jones 
in the Champions’ Scratch race and J.B. 
Wild (Holden) in the Sports and Saloon Car 
Handicap.

A second Gold Star event for the year 
was held on 31 August for the QRDC 
Lowood Trophy. The main race was won 
by Alec Mildren (Cooper Climax F1) from 
Stan Jones (Maserati, who would be the 
1958 Gold Star Champion) and Len Lukey 
(Lukey Bristol), also in the challenge for 
the lead were Bill Pitt (Jaguar D Type) 
and Ted Gray (Tornado 4.6 litre Chevrolet 
Corvette Special).  The Australian Motor 
Sports magazine October report lists Blair 
Shepherd in the ex Ayres MGTC, John 
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French now with Jaguar 4 speed gearbox 
in the Holden, Dave Stewart in the Whitney 
Special powered by a Jaguar Mark IV 3.5 
litre motor with gearbox and final drive, all 
Jaguar original with tubular steel chassis. 
Blair Shepherd finished second in the B 
grade scratch race.  The report lists Doug 
Bright (MGTC) and also mentions B. Tebble 
(MGTD) who won the Handicap Section 
of the main race from Tom Ross (Triumph 
TR2) and Lionel Ayres (Cooper MG S/c).  
The final race was won by Brian Tebble in a 
black MGTD in an easy win from Tom Ross 
and M. Faithful.

The Courier Mail reported 10,000 watched 
the Courier Mail Queensland Tourist 
Trophy on 26 October which was won 
by Bill Pitt (Jaguar D Type) from Glyn 
Scott (Wal Anderson’s Lotus Holden) and 
Jack Edwards (Godfrey Special). The 
Index of Performance was won by Doug 
Bright (MGTC).  Other races went to Bill 
Riordan (MGTC), Wal Anderson, Bill Pitt, 
D. Packman (Morris Minor), Doug Bright 
(MGTC), and Glyn Scott. Australian Motor 
Sports November magazine named other 
competitors as Blair Shepherd (MGTC) and 
Brian Tuble who later in the report is listed 
as Brian Tebble (MGTD).  

John French won the 1959 Queensland 
Saloon Car Championship on 12 April 
run over 10 laps in his Holden. He was 
followed by Ron Hodgson (Zephyr) and Lou 
Kingsley (Holden).  K. Brigden (Peugeot) 
won the Handicap Category from R. Sawyer 
(Holden) and Des West (Holden). Other 
race wins went to N. Chaffey (Holden), 
Ron Hodgson (Zephyr), J. Walmsley (Alfa 
Romeo Corvette), Des Kelly (Holden 
Special) and Alec Mildren (Cooper Climax).

20,000 watched the 1959 Australian Tourist 
Trophy over 100 miles on 14 June. Ron 
Phillips in a Cooper Jaguar finished some 
19 seconds from Bill Pitt (Jaguar D Type) 
who made a pit stop to change both rear 
tyres when leading. Next was “relative 
newcomer” Bob Jane (ex Stirling Moss 
Maserati 300S) which Stirling raced at 
the 1956 Australian Grand Prix meeting 

at Albert Park) and John Ampt (Derek 
Jolly Decca Special Mk2).  The handicap 
category went to B Coventry (MGA). Alec 
Mildren won the Lowood Trophy for Racing 
Cars race over 15 laps from Bill Patterson 
(both in Cooper Climaxes) and Stan Jones 
(Maybach).  Both Len Lukey (ex Brabham 
Cooper Climax) and Bib Stillwell (Cooper 
Climax) failed to complete the race. New 
names to the entry lists were Denis Geary 
(Austin Healey), Ken Peters (Morris 1000) 
and Frank Matich (C Type Jaguar). 

The 1959 Queensland Centenary Road 
Racing Championship was the Gold Star 
event held on 30 August.  Six Cooper 
Climax racing cars were on the entry 
list being Glyn Scott, Bill Patterson, Len 
Lukey (who would be the 1959 Gold Star 
Champion), Noel Hall, Alec Mildren and 
Bib Stillwell plus B. Phillips (Maybach) and 
Stan Jones (Maserati 250F). The 20 lap 
Championship race went to Alec Mildren 
from Len Lukey, Bib Stillwell, Frank Matich 
(Leaton Motors ex Anderson D Type 
Jaguar). Race wins in other events went to 
Ken Erbs (Prefect Special), Glyn Scott (ex 
Alec Mildren Cooper Climax), Bill Reynolds 
(in David Cavill’s Austin Healey), John 
French (Holden), Glyn Scott (in his second 
car, the Repco Holden) and Ron Hodgson 
(ex-David McKay Jaguar 3.4 litre).

The Courier Mail Trophy race meeting 
was held on 25 October with wins for the 
Courier Mail Sports Car Race going  to 
Chas Whatmore  (Lotus Climax) from Rod 
Carveth (Aston Martin) and D. Jamieson 
(Lotus Climax); the Courier Mail Saloon Car 
Race was won by John French (Holden) 
from Ian Geoghegan (Holden) and K. 
Clough (Ford Zephyr); the Courier Mail 
Racing Cars race went to Noel Hall (Cooper 
Climax) from Ern Tadgell (Sabakat) and N. 
Barnes (MGTC) and the C Grade Scratch 
race was won by  D.K. Russel (MGTC).

LEYBURN 
(Photos and maps can be viewed on 
Wikipedia)
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Leyburn, 130 miles from Brisbane, was 
an aircraft base during World War Two for 
USAAF long range B24 Liberator Bombers 
as well as RAAF Wirraway aircraft. The 
“huge triangle of runways and service roads 
had been divided among three farming 
families” being Porter, Backhouse and 
Hamblin. The 1949-1960 circuit is some 6 
km north of the township of Leyburn where 
the Leyburn-Millmerran Road becomes 
Macquarie Drive and is the bottom of 
Liberator Avenue and Porter Corner.6 The 
“sealed runway and the other two sides 
were gravel but there were rocks and a lead 
car would pick them up and shoot them out 
as missiles at following cars. That is why 
part of the circuit was known the Shrapnel 
Alley”.7

The 50 mile (12 laps) 1951 Queensland 
Road Racing Championships on 2 
September was organised by the 
Toowoomba Auto Club. The Championship 
was won by Stan Mossetter (ex Arthur 
Rizzo Riley Special) from Doug Whiteford 
(Lago Talbot) who was ahead for most 
of the race; however, two miles from the 
finish he shredded the offside rear tyre 
and came second. Third was Rex Law 
(Regal Special), followed by Alan Wickham 
(MGTC), Peter Critchley (MG Special), 
Ray Lewis (MGTC), Cyril Anderson 
(XK120) and Stan Eastwood (Fiat Special). 
Crowd attendance was reported as 6000 
spectators.  

Stan Jones (Maybach) won the 1952 
Darling Downs Road Racing Championship 
held on 3 August from Arthur Griffiths (MG 
Special) and Lex Davison (MG Special). 
Handicap winner was Arthur Griffiths. Wins 
in other races went to Peter Lowe (MGTC), 
Stan Mossetter, and the Sports Car and 
Closed Handicap race was won by Arthur 
Griffiths in a XK 120 Jaguar. It was reported 
the surface was back in good order as the 

6	 Walker, Terry: ‘Fast Tracks, Australia’s Motor Racing 
Circuits 1904-1995’, Turton and Armstrong, Sydney, 
1995, pages 84-85.

7	 TAC Newsletter Number 60, Vol 5 Number 12, 
November 2014 page 5 (Arthur Rizzo – Untold 
memories of the 1949 Australian Grand Prix at 
Leyburn).

back straight had been resealed.

4000 spectators (reported) watched Jack 
Brabham win the 1953 Queensland Road 
Racing Championships on 23 August. 
Brabham drove his 2 litre Cooper Bristol 
to the title from Ken Richardson (Ford V8 
Special) and Chas Whatmore (originally a 
pre-war Speedcar with a Willys Jeep engine 
which was now replaced with a Studebaker 
V8 engine. The car became known as the 
Studebaker Special). At the conclusion 
of the 12 laps (50 mile) race the tyres on 
the Cooper Bristol were “worn down to the 
canvas”.  His best lap time was 2 minutes 
49 seconds. The handicap category went to 
Richardson. Other race wins went to Arthur 
Griffiths, Lex Winten (Buick Special) and 
Lionel Ayres (MGTD).  

The 1954 Queensland Road Racing 
Championship was held on 19 September 
over 50 miles. The title went to Chas 
Whatmore in the Jaguar Special, (replacing 
the Studebaker engine with a motor and 
gearbox from a crashed Jaguar 7 Saloon 
into the shortened 1942 14 hp Standard 
Chassis). Next was Rex Taylor (Lago 
Talbot), Geordie Anderson (Jaguar XK 
120 Coupe), Les Agnew (Holden Special), 
Jim Barron (MG S/c Special) and Stan 
Mossetter (Austin Healey). Entries for the 
meeting included two through Falconer 
Motors in Toowoomba being a new Ford 
Anglia as well as a Ford Consul Sports 
Car understood to be the by-product of 
a mishap to a sedan. Sid McComiskey 
drove the ex Dick Cobden then ex David 
McKay Supercharged MGTC Special, Owen 
Bailey (Holden engine special with triple 
carburetors) and the Wylie Javelin driven by 
Arthur Griffiths. 

The 1955 Darling Downs Road Racing 
Championship over 85 miles on 22 May 
was won by Ken Richardson (ex Doug 
Whiteford Lago Talbot, assisted by 
speedway champion and mechanic Steve 
Howman who had rebuilt the car during the 
previous two months) from Chas Whatmore 
and J Rogerson (driving the Rex Taylor 
ex Lex Winten Buick Special). Saturday 
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17 September the TAC held the 1955 
Australian Hillclimb Championship at Prince 
Henry Drive in Toowoomba which was won 
by Lex Davison in his Cooper Vincent. The 
following day TAC organized the Carnival of 
Flowers Road Racing Championship. Lex 
Davison won the All Powers Scratch Race 
recording 125 mph along the back straight 
from Chas Whatmore and Arthur Griffiths. 
The main race was won by Ken Richardson 
while the handicap section was taken by 
Rex Taylor (Jaguar XK 120) from Arthur 
Griffiths and John McKinney (MG Special). 
Steve Ames who had previously been 
competing in the ex Richardson Ford V8 
Special had acquired the ex Lex Davison 
Alfa Romeo which recorded a speed of 144 
mph along the straight. Those assisting 
Steve in preparing the Alfa were Phil Scott, 
Harry Keegan and Les Agnew.

On 23 September the 1956 Carnival of 
Flowers Road Racing Championship 
handicap race was run over 10 laps or 45 
miles. Ernie Tadgell (Porsche Special tuned 
by E (Curly) McQuade and Les Agnew) 
won the race from Rex Taylor (ex Ames Alfa 
Romeo S/c), Arthur Griffiths (HWM Jaguar), 
Ann Thomson (Morgan), Pat White (Austin 
Healey) and Eric Wendt (XK 120). The 
Sports car handicap went to Bill Weekes 
from Eric Wendt and Pat White,  the Saloon 
car event to Edsel Falconer (Customline), 
A Gourley (Prefect) and J Woods (Zephyr). 
The race Report stated that “the surface 
of the airstrip is deteriorating rapidly and is 
almost completely covered by tufts of grass 
in some places”. The TAC wants a new 
circuit as the surface “is extremely hard on 
expensive racing tyres and flying stones 
make racing on it a hazard”.

 A Griffiths in front in a Wylie Javelin on left. 
Photo by Brier Thomas

Steve Ames Alfa P3 in action at Southport.  
Photo by Brier Thomas

SOUTHPORT 1954,55
The road course used at Southport in 1954-
1955 had the start/finish in Ashmore Road 
before the intersection of Racecourse Drive 
(Gold Coast Turf Club) following left onto 
Bundall Road and onto Meyers Ferry Road 
(Southport – Burleigh Road) followed by a 
hard left Benowa Road (now the Southport 
Park Shopping Centre) to follow before 
turning left back onto Ashmore Road.  
Described as having a bumpy surface with 
two no passing areas where the road was 
too narrow for overtaking and too expensive 
to widen for a lap distance of 5.7 miles.8 

The Premier event for the 1954 year was 
the Australian Grand Prix at the Southport 
Road course over 27 laps or 153.9 miles.  
The Grand Prix was won by Lex Davison 
(HWM Jaguar) at his eighth attempt from 
Adam Howie (Curley) Brydon (MGTC S/c), 

8	 Walker, Terry: ‘Fast Tracks, Australia’s Motor Racing 
Circuits 1904-1995’, Turton and Armstrong, Sydney, 
1995, pages 150-151.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC 
 

NOTICE 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

FRIDAY 18th  SEPTEMBER 2020 

7.30pm at 8/16 Collinsvale  St, Rocklea 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Open Meeting 
 

2. Apologies 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting 
 

4. Management Committee Report 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
 

6. Auditor’s Report 
 

7. Elect President & Committee for 2020/2021 
 

8. Elect Auditor 
 
 
 
 

MEETING CLOSE 
A General Meeting will follow, hosted by the incoming Committee, at which 

members are invited to raise items of interest. 
 

To assist with preparation of the General Meeting agenda please advise the 
Secretary by 4th September 2020 

 
At the conclusion of these meetings, food and drink will be available. 
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APPENDIX A 
FORM OF NOMINATION FOR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC. 
 
We, as financial members of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc., hereby  

nominate ………………………………………………………………….. 

  
For the position of ………………………………………………………… 
 
Proposed by  ……………………………………. Club No ……………. 
 
Seconded by  ……………………………………. Club No ……………. 
 
I hereby signify my willingness to act in the capacity as per the above nomination 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………….. Club No ……………. 
(Nominations must be received by the Sec fourteen days prior to the AGM) 
 
 

APPENDIX C 
FORM OF PROXY 

MG CAR CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC. 
 
I, ………………………………………………… of …………………………… 

Being a financial member of the above named Club, hereby appoint 

…………………………………………………... of …………………………… 
 
to vote for me at the *annual / *special general meeting of the Club to be held on  
 
the …………………………... day of  ……………………… 20 …. and at any  
adjournment thereof. 
 
Signed this …………………. day of  ……………………… 20 …. 
 
 
Signature ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
*strike out which ever is not desirable (unless otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as he 
thinks fit). 
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Ken Richardson Ford V8 Special), then 
Eldred Norman (Triumph TR2 fitted with a 
GMC 271 diesel S/c blowing at 12 pounds) 
David Griffiths (Triumph TR2 S/c), Frank 
Tobin (Riley Special), Charlie Whatmore 
(Jaguar Special), Stan Coffey (Cooper 
Bristol), Owen Bailey (MG Holden Special), 
Charlie Swinburne (Cooper Mk IV Norton), 
Bill Pitt (Jaguar XK 120 Special) and Fred 
Zambucka (Maserati 8CM).9 The Courier 
Mail stated the crowd as 60,000 in the rural 
dairy farmland area which normally had a 
population of 40.

The Queensland Road Racing 
Championship over 114 miles at Southport 
was organized by the QMSC and the Pacific 
Car Club.  15,000 people saw Steve Ames 
(Alfa Romeo with stated speeds of 130 
mph) lead all the way to finish only seconds 
from Ken Richardson (Lago Talbot) and 
Rex Taylor (Jaguar Special). The handicap 
section was won by Barry Griffiths in a 
Triumph TR2. Although entered, Jack 
Brabham (Cooper Bristol) and Lex Davison 
(HWM Jaguar) did not complete the course 
due to mechanical troubles.  Of the 12 
starters only 6 finished.  Other competitors 
included Alec Mildren (Cooper Bristol), Ern 
Tadgel (Porsche Special), Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC), George Pearse (Cooper MG S/c) 
and Jack Myers (Holden Special).

TOOWOOMBA
Middle Ridge in Toowoomba was a 
road circuit used in 1958 to 1961 for the 
Carnival of Flowers Championship. A lap 
was 2.6 miles in length with the Start/
finish in Stenner Street with a right turn 
onto Mackenzie Street, Alderley Street, 
Rowbotham Street then back to the finish in 
Stenner Street.10

The first Carnival of Flower Road Racing 

9	 The Official 50-Race history of the Australian Grand 
Prix, R and T Publishing, Sydney, 1986, p 192-204.

10	 Walker, Terry: ‘Fast Tracks, Australia’s Motor Racing 
Circuits 1904-1995”, Turton and Armstrong, Sydney, 
1995, pages 98-99.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36 Championship to be held on the Middle 
Ridge circuit was on 20 September 1958. 
Glyn Scott (Repco Holden Special) won the 
25 lap (52 miles) event from Arthur Griffiths 
(Cooper Climax) who finished 30 behind 
Scott and Chas Whatmore (Lotus Climax) 
before a crowd of 10,000 spectators.  Eric 
Wendt won the Sports Car handicap event, 
Ron Hodgson in a Ford Zephyr the Saloon 
car handicap and Brian Tebble (MGTD) won 
the Sports and Saloon Car handicap.

The Carnival of Flowers at Middle Ridge 
could not be held in 1959 as the TAC was 
not in a position to carry out extensive road 
widening on the 2.6 mile circuit.

EXTRA BIT: Doris Isabel Nairne (known 
as Geordie) was the first lady motorcycle 
rider to be granted a membership to the 
Downs Motor Cycle and Sporting Club in  
motor cycle in Toowoomba in 1929. She 
achieved 76.8 mpg (10.5 ton miles) on her 
AJS motorcycle on the fuel consumption 
test on 4 May 1929. The event was won 
by Dick Case (BSA), 86.4 mpg). On 25 
May Geordie won a reliability test from the 
Town Hall down the range to Ballard ‘s 
Camp, Murphy’s creek, Postmans’ Ridge, 
Withcott, Blanchview, up Hitchcock’s Rd 
past the golf links to Ruthven St without 
losing any points.11  Married to John Cyril 
Anderson, a fellow motor cycle rider in Qld 
who competed in overseas speedway, State 
road racing and Club regularity, she raised 
6 children, competed in an MGY, XK 120 
Jaguar, XK120 Jaguar Coupe and Jaguar D 
Type (a 1955 customer car, the XDKD526 
co-owned by Cyril and Doris Anderson 
with Bill Pitt) from 1950 to 1957). She was 
known as the fastest woman on wheels in 
Australia. Geordie competed in speed trials, 
races, rallies.12 The Telegraph newspaper 
reported on a fire at the Westco workshop 
at South Brisbane on Sunday 16 November 
1952 which destroyed the XK120 Jaguar. 
Under the headline “Was Fastest Car” it 
was reported as not only a loss for the 
Anderson family but also for motorsport in 
11	 TAC Newsletter Number 16, Vol 1 Number 4, June 

2011 page 4; John Cyril Anderson, Australian 
Dictionary of Biography.

12	 Telegraph, 5 February 1954, page 12.
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Queensland. This car would be replaced by 
an XK 120 Coupe.

On Australia Day long weekend in 1954 the 
first 24 hour race for stock cars (road going 
cars not racing cars) was held at the Mount 
Druitt circuit in Sydney’s 2.25 miles track. 
The event with 22 cars started at 2 pm on 
31 January in rain which persisted for the 
two days. On 1 February victory went to the 
Jaguar XK120 Coupe driven by Geordie 
Anderson, Bill Pitt and Chas Swinburne 
completing 573 laps. They finished 4 
laps ahead of the Bristol 400 of Gordon 
Gregg, Bill Reynolds and Peter Vennemark 
(completed 569 laps) and in third place Tom 
Sulman, Nat Buchanan and Jack Masling 
(Humber Super Snipe, completed 541 
laps - not before spending 27 laps in the 
pits due to carburettor problems. Reports 
state they borrowed a carburettor from a 
spectator’s car and rejoined some 21 laps 
behind the then leader Dick Shaw (Holden), 
20 laps behind Gordon Gregg and 6 behind 
Tom Sulman.  Their pit crew, organised by 
husband Cyril were Stan Sharp, Clive Nolan 
and Bill Anderson.13

Notes on some competition cars:    
Snow Sefton’s Strathpine Special used a 
1934 Ford V8 motor mated to two 1934-35 
Ford gearboxes, one ahead and the second 
turned around. The differential and wheels 
were from a 1933 Ford, the radiator from a 
World War Two alligator tank. The bob-tail 
body was made from aluminium and steel.14  

The original Regal Special of Rex Law 
was powered by an Austin 20 engine with 
the chassis covered with an aluminium 
bodywork. Wanting more horsepower, a 
home built (as many were) single seater 
was constructed and powered by a 
Buick engine. Tin was used to shape the 
bodywork. This was sold to Lex Winter. 
The original Regal was updated with the 
Cadillac V8 engine. Rex operated the 
Redline Coach service. His grandson, 
Stuart Law, was a Queensland Sheffield 
13	 TAC Newsletter Number 54, Vol 5 Number 6, April 

2014, page 3.
14	 TAC Newsletter Number 37, Vol 4 Number 1, 

November 2012, pages 2-3.

Shield Cricket captain.15

Arthur Wylie built his special using a 1486 
cc ohv 2 valve engine Jowett Javelin 
engine. This was supercharged with a 
Shorrock compressor mounted above the 
engine and using a 1¾ S.U. carburetor. 
The engine produced about 100 bhp. 
Transmission was through a 1 to 1 bevel 
gear from the crankshaft to a transverse 
shaft, a chain drive to a multi plate clutch 
to a close ratio motorcycle gearbox with a 
final drive by chain. This arrangement was 
later replaced by a Jowett gearbox and 
Ford differential. The chassis was made 
from 2 inch 16 gauge steel tubing with 
aluminium body panels.  Front suspension 
was by transverse leaf spring above 
fabricated wishbones. The rear suspension 
used swinging half shaft in conjunction 
with radius rods. To put the power to the 
ground Fiat 500 wheel rims were used. 
Arthur Griffiths sold the Wylie Javelin to Don 
Gorringe in Tasmania.16

Arthur Griffiths’ HWM Jaguar was built 
in England and raced by Tony Gaze in 
England and the Continent in 1953. Then 
the car was powered by a 2 litre Alta 
engine. Lex Davison purchased the car, 
had Ern Selliger install a 3.4 litre Jaguar 
engine with Jaguar D Type heads along 
with triple Weber carburetors. Power was 
stated as 236 bhp at 6000 rpm and a 
maximum speed of 150 mph with the 3.5:1 
differential ratio with alternate ratios 3.7 and 
4:1 available.17

The Norm Crowfoot Holden Special began 
life from a wrecked MGY purchased by 
Frank Dynon. He was to the point of 
having the chassis straightened when 
he, Arthur Rizzo and Frank Dent built a 
separate chassis. The power unit was a 
Holden motor bored to 31/8 inch with 10:1 
compression pistons and using 3 x 1 ¼ 
inch SU carburetors along with an enlarged 
sump. They used an MGTC gearbox, an 
MGTC 3.9:1 back axle ratio. The front 
15	 Primotipo.com/2018/09/14/the-wylies-javelin.special/
16	 Sunday Mail, 20 May 1956, page 24.
17	 Australian Motor Sports, Vol 11 Number 8, August 

1956, pages 294-296.
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suspension was from a MGTD front cross 
member complete with the coils, the 
wishbone independent suspension as well 
as the rack and pinion steering. Brake bits 
came from the MGY.18

Ern Tadgell’s Porsche Special was powered 
by a 1498 cc four cylinder horizontally 
opposed air-cooled rear engine, with a 
compression ratio of 9.0:1, twin downdraft 
Solex carburetors, four overhead camshafts 
two each side giving 100 bhp @6200 
rpm through a modified Volkswagen 4 
speed gearbox. The front suspension was 
Volkswagen with Porsche rear suspension 
with swing half axles. The chassis was 
welded steel tubing body with a fiberglass 
front nose section and rear of sheet steel.19 

Lex Davison’s 3 litre Ferrari was one of the 
special Ferraris which Peter Whitehead and 
Tony Gaze raced in New Zealand and Gnoo 
Blas circuit at Orange in late 1954 and early 
55.  The Ferrari is a Formula 2 type chassis 
with lightweight aluminium body panels. 
Engine is a 3 litre Monza engine with a 
compression 12:1 compression for alcohol 
fuel, dual overhead camshafts and twin 
Weber carburettors. Power is approximately 
270 bhp at 6500 rpm top speed about 150 
mph.  Power via a multi plate clutch through 
a 4 speed gearbox to the Z-F limited slip 
differential.  Front suspension is triangulated 
wishbones top and bottom and transfer leaf 
spring. Rear suspension uses the de Dion 
principle. Brakes are said to be very large, 
finned and with exhauster ducts cast into 
them for cooling.20

The chassis for Ern Tadgell’s Sabakat 
Special was built in Melbourne and had a 
weight of 644 pounds with the body fitted 
in Toowoomba. The engine was a 140 bhp 
climax engine (142 bhp at 7000 rpm) to an 
MGA close ratio gearbox and Austin A90 
differential with a 4.125:1 ratio. Steering is 
a modified Morris rack and pinion, using 
wishbone suspension system, inboard disc 

18	 Australian Motor Manual, April 15 1957, Number 172, 
page 50.

19	 Australian Motor Sports, July 1956, p 260-262.
20	 The Chronicle 14 January, 1958, page 8.

brakes, Standard 8 kingpins and Triumph 
TR2 stub axles.21    

Owner/designer of the Ted Gray driven 
Tornado Mk 1 and 2 was Lou Abrahams. 
Tornado Mk 1 was powered by a Ford 
Mercury based V8 Side Valve block but 
changed to OHV configuration. The engine 
was bored and stroked to over 5 litres 
with aluminium heads designed by Lou 
Abrahams in Melbourne and ‘louab’ Hilborn-
Travers based fuel injection. With Scintilla 
magneto spark this produced 252 bhp @ 
4500rpm. Tornado 1 used a standard Ford 
Mercury gearbox with close ratio gears. It 
usually broke the gearbox and differential 
and Tornado 1 came to an untimely end at 
Bathurst when the brakes did not stop the 
car. Tornado 2 was constructed again using 
a ladder frame with usable parts transferred 
from Tornado 1. The Ford engine was 
changed to a Chevrolet 283 cid engine, 
Hilborn-Travers injection, Vertex magneto 
to produce about 380 bhp with a Ford Truck 
gearbox.   

LOWOOD – LAKESIDE 
A brief introduction on some major 
events

This will lead/take us into the 1960s with 
the 1960 AGP at Lowood with Alec Mildren 
(rear engined Cooper Maserati T51) 
winning from Lex Davison’s front engined 
Aston Martin DBR4/300.  The 1961 ATCC 
was held at Lowood was won by Bill Pitt 
in Geordie Anderson’s Jaguar Mk 2 (3.4 
litre). The opening of Lakeside began first 
with a sprint meeting between three car 
clubs (QMSC, MGCCQ and QRDC) on 12 
February 1961 with Ivan Tighe setting the 
fastest lap of 1 minute 19.6 seconds with 
Bob Tattersall in the Saunders Brothers 
Offenhauser speedcar lapping in 1m 11 
seconds on 17 March 1961 before the first 
race meeting on 19 March 1961.  Then 
on 17 March 1961 Bob Tattersall in the 

21	 Primotipo ‘the longford trophy’1958: the tornados:ted 
Gray; Australian Motor Sports, June 1958, pages 
270-271
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Saunders Brothers Offenhauser lapped the 
new circuit in 1 min 11 secs before the first 
race meeting on 19 March 1961.  

TRIALS AND RALLIES

Clubs in Brisbane, Ipswich and Toowoomba 
ran reliability trials such as the Toowoomba 
Auto Club (TAC) 12 hour nights trial on the 
Darling Downs, Queensland Motor Sporting 
Club (QMSC) 6 hour or 12 hour over 301 
miles Brisbane to Nambour, Palmwoods, 
Kilcoy, Ipswich to Brisbane.  Geoff Singleton 
with navigator Noel Prouten (MGY) won the 
QMSC 7 hour trial over 130 miles. Circuit 
drivers such as Bill Pitt/Charlie Swinburne in 
a Peugeot would win the QMSC 6 hour trial.

In July 1953 the first REDeX Round 
Australia trial was organized by Reg 
Shepherd, father of George Shepherd. 
This certainly gained the publicity that was 
planned. Vehicles had to be standard apart 
from protective gear, auxiliary fuel tanks and 
seating. REDeX and the Australian Sporting 
Car Club, the organisers, received 192 
entries. Although the route did not go to all 
states it was an adventure. With the start in 
Sydney the route went to Townsville, then 
Mt Isa, Darwin, Adelaide, Melbourne and 
Sydney over 6500 miles (10,458 kilometres) 
over the unsealed rough roads, all in 14 
days.  Victory went to Ken Tubman/John 
Marshall in a Peugeot 203 sedan. Seven 
MGTDs were entered and six finished the 
journey.22

From the first REDeX trial the afternoon 
newspaper, the Telegraph in conjunction 
with QMSC organized a two day trial. It 
was open to all as long as one of the crew 
held a CAMS licence. Total prize money 
of £400 ($800) was offered. The weekend 
was the 17-18 October 1953, the route 
over 300 miles was set to travel from 
the RNA Showgrounds (Number 2 show 
ring). The pre-event briefing gave special 
mention of the speed limits of 30 mph in 
the built up areas and 50 mph outside 

22	 Tuckey, Bill, ‘The Wynns History of Famous 
Australian Car Trials’, Golden Press, Sydney, 1989, 
pages 18-30.

these areas which must not be exceeded 
in any circumstances.  Crews were issued 
with Shell tourist maps to plot their course.  
Entries were received from crews from 
the South East Corner plus as far north as 
Rockhampton, west to Emerald, south to 
Lismore, with one entry from Bendigo in 
Victoria. The crews were to leave 2 minutes 
apart with the first car away at 8.00 am. 
However, the organisers received 425 
entries thus the field was split with 214 
crews running on 17-18 October and 21 
crews on 30 October-1 November.23

The first weekend course commenced 
from the Exhibition showgrounds onto 
Bowen Bridge Road via Mount Crosby, 
Ipswich, Rosewood, Minden, Gatton, 
Murphy’s Creek, Toowoomba, Biddeston, 
Oakey, Goombungee, Haden, Crows 
Nest, Esk, Mt Hallen, Gatton, Forest Hill, 
Laidley, Grandchester, Rosewood, Ipswich 
and Brisbane. First car away on the first 
weekend was L.C. Wilson/E Norman in a 
Morris Oxford at 8.00 am and the final R.L 
Richardson/F Gunn in a Vauxhall at 3.06 
pm.  A sub event was held at Warwick in 
case of a tie breaker. Winners of the first 
part were Joe Marano/B Jackson (Vauxhall 
Velox) with the loss of 20 points, also on 
20 points were D.A. Fowler/J.C. Norrie 
(Austin A40) on 22 points C.N. Brown/C.G. 
Colebrook (Morris Minor).  The second 
route on the weekend of 30 October-1 
November again from Brisbane vis Lake 
Manchester, Ipswich, Rosewood, Laidley, 
Gatton, Helidon, Toowoomba, Cambooya, 
Etonvale, Millbrook, Clifton, Warwick, 
Booval, Beaudesert and Brisbane. First 
away at 8.00 am were H.L. Robinson/W.J. 
Fowles (Morris Minor) with the last away 
being S.K. Butler/no navigator listed (Ford 
Prefect) at 3.00 pm. The Telegraph reported 
the conditions on the second weekend were 
more severe than on the first weekend. 
Winners were H.T. Hallt/A. Phillips (Holden 
Ute) loss of 48 points from M.J. Winstanley/
A.A. Scott (Chevrolet) loss of 52 points and 
W.L. Pitt/C. Swinburne (Peugeot) loss of 54 
points.24     
23	 The Telegraph, 16 October 1953, page 19 - 22.
24	 The Telegraph, 19 October 1953, pages 12 and 21; 

The Telegraph 6 November 1953, page 23.
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From the Brisbane Telegraph car rally new 
clubs were formed and conducted events. 
One example is the South Burnett Motor 
sporting club which organised an afternoon 
reliability trial. Their second trial was on 7 
February 1954 with 48 crews entered for 
the event.  Club events continued to be 
organized such as the 1954 QMSC Cords 
Ring night trial (20 Feb 1954) where the 
crews attended a lecture in army map 
reading from W/O Masters of the 2/14 
Australian Mounted Infantry. 55 crews 
started at Handasyde Motors before going 
through Northern New South Wales to finish 
at Surfers Paradise opposite the hotel. 
Bill Pitt/Chas Swinburne/Wal Anderson 
(Peugeot) were declared the winners from 
Keith Thallon/D. Murtagh (Citroen), Doug 
Cargill/Max James (Austin A40) and Dr 
C.W. Plint/M.J. Sturgess (Ford Consul).

The 1954 Brisbane Telegraph/QMSC 
car rally on October 16 and 17 was over 
a secret course. 314 competing crews 
departed from Number 2 Oval at the 
Exhibition Grounds with 1 minute intervals 
between cars. First away at 7.30 am 
was Mrs Doris Anderson/J Scott (XK 120 
Jaguar Coupe) with the final crew of W.E. 
Carmody/K.C. Eglit in a Vanguard leaving 
at 12.43 pm.  There were two courses 
each of 159 miles distance one clockwise 
(Southern Division, Brisbane to Warwick) 
the other Northern anti-clockwise (Brisbane 
to Toowoomba).  Results for the Northern 
division were G.K. Harvey/C.R. Williamson 
(Morris Cowley Ute) lost 16 points from 
Edsel Falconer/H.J. Zimmerie (Ford 
Customline) 32 points lost and A Larsen/R 
Baguley (1939 Ford V8) down 40 points. 
The Southern division went to B. Stevens/N. 
Moras (1947 Ford V8) with a loss of 24 
points from J.F. Herriman/Mrs Herriman 
(Commer Van) with 36 points lost and J.C. 
Webb/W. Horswood (Ford Zephyr) and N. 
Robinson/R. Wilson (Volkswagen) both 
losing 44 points.

The Ipswich and West Moreton Auto Club 
(IWMAC) trial on 14 November drew some 
35 competitors who were given some 
different style instructions such as  “draw 

two lines  between 4 towns with the control 
at the intersection of the two lines, draw 
three circles with the intersection to give the 
control location, the next control is the apex 
of a triangle, draw a circle through 4 towns 
and the central point is the control, while the 
final control is within seven miles of a town; 
however enter by crossing 2 bridges and 2 
railway lines”.

Club events saw winners of events as Joe 
Marano from M. Castles and Mrs Mary 
Murray on the March Brisbane Sporting 
Car Club (BSCC) 150 mile trial; Bill Pitt 
(Peugeot) from R. Seed (Morris Minor) and 
W. Rubber (Number Snipe) on the 1954 
March QMSC Cords Piston Rings 500 
mile trial; W. Cooke from Mrs Mary Murray 
and G. Murray on the IWMAC April trial; 
Bill Fallon/Neil Conder (timekeeper)/Jack 
Taylor (navigator) in a Hillman in the TAC 
July 1955 Military Ball Rally; the QMSC 
Handaysyde 100 on August 1955 included 
Brisbane radio personalities Bert (birdbrain) 
Robinson (from radio station 4BC) in a 
Holden and Bob Rogers (from radio 4BH) in 
a Holden. The 411 mile course through the 
Brisbane Valley area was won by Max Gait/
Bob Seed (Standard 10 Cadet) from Keith 
Thallon (Vanguard Spacemaster) and Ken 
Richardson (Volkswagen); B. McGrath/N. 
Nicol (Ford Zephyr) from B. Wyer/B. 
Plaisted (Austin A50) and R. Collins/S. 
Collins (Austin A50) in the BSCC Palm 
Sales trial; on the TAC November trial Alex 
Provan/Geoff Wilmouth (Ford Customline) 
won from Beau Mossetter/Stan Mossetter 
(Holden) and Bert Carey/Eric Zerner/Dick 
Everson (Humber Snipe)  were declared 
place getters.

The 1955 Telegraph car rally offered those 
who entered an interesting organized 
motoring weekend. Of the 266 entries, 
the first crew away was Beau Mossetter/
Stan Mossetter  (Holden) at 8.00 am, 
again leaving at 1 minute intervals with 
the final crew of S.R.(Roy) Duncombe /F. 
Burfein (Ford A roadster) at 12.25 pm. 
The Telegraph report acknowledged the 
1924 Essex of W.J. (Bill) Ferguson/B.A. 
Higgins, the Ford roadster of Roy 
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Duncombe, purchased for 70 pounds 
($140) with only 28,000 miles on the 
odometer and Bernie McGrath/N. Nicol in 
a 1928 Model A Ford purchased for 137 
pounds ($274) but with 217,000 miles 
on their odometer. The course included 
check points along the route. From the 
RNA start, the crews travelled via the Gold 
Coast (with checkpoints) into Northern 
New South Wales to Lismore for the first 
day. From Lismore via Casino, Urbenville/
Woodenbong area then Greenbank to the 
finish at the RNA.  The result was a tie 
between Max Gait/ Bob Seed (Standard 
10 cadet) and B. Mossetter/Stan Mossetter 
(Holden) both lost nil points, and four crews 
of K.R.C. Cooper/J.T. Wolfe (Plymouth) 
B. Dooley/J. Lane (Holden) Max Muller/J. 
Goodrich (Holden) and K. Robinson/A. 
McLiesh (Spacemaster) tie on 4 points lost.

Winners in car club trials in 1956 included 
Nev Pattel/Miss Dot Greasley (Volkswagen, 
February QMSC Rally); A. Clark/J. 
Maskelyne (1935 Buick Sedan) on the 
IWMAC Duce Car trial) and the Pacific 
Car Club at the Gold Coast set their first 
Monsoon Trial in February won by J.C. 
Thomas/Phil Gifford in a Volkswagen from 
C.W. Plint/S.C. Scott (Ford Zephyr) and K 
Richardson/B Pickett (Holden); July IWMAC 
trial a tie between Eddie Burkitt/R Wilson 
and Nev Pattel/Miss Dot Greasley. Nev 
Pattel/Miss Dot Greasley won the October 
IWMAC event in the Brisbane Valley area 
from Ossie Orr/Mick Fleming (Holden) and 
third R. Willi/S. Collins (Austin A50).  Final 
event the IWMAC trial was won by Mary 
Murray from Ossie Orr. 

191 crews entered the 1956 Telegraph 
Rally on 29-30 September where each 
competitor was to provide their own watch 
with a sealed container. Their watches 
were synchronized and sealed at the start.  
First car away at Capalaba was Miss Gem 
Murray/Betty Andrews (Austin Healey) at 
7.00 am to plot their way to Maryborough. 
Winner were R. Willi/S. C. Collins 
(navigator)/N. Nicol (timekeeper) (Austin 
A50, lost 11 points) from Nev Pattel/Miss 
Dot Greasley (Volkswagen, down 12 points) 

and M. Daniel/D. Corser (Austin A50) with a 
loss of 13 points.

Courier Mail reported on proposed 
legislation to control motor trials by Local 
Authorities. The article argues that for the 
past ‘four years trials have drawn attention 
to the total inadequacy of the roads system 
both State and Commonwealth’. The Round 
Australia trials pointed out the appalling 
state of these so-called “roads” ‘. It points 
out that if a vehicle ‘weighing a ton can 
break up these roads, what would occur 
with army vehicles weighing 3, 4 or 5 tons?’  
Engines have given little trouble; however, 
not so suspensions, bodies, steering gear’ 
stated the article.25

George Ross/Phil Giffard (Morris Minor 
Convertible) won the first event for 1957, 
the Pacific Auto Club’s Monsoon Night 
Reliability Trial from Keith Moss/Keith 
Houlithan (Ford Anglia) and Vern Thuretch/
Jack Cronin (Holden). Crews in the 1957 
Courier Mail/IWMAC Car Rally on May 4 
and 5 travelled from Ipswich to Goondiwindi 
and return. The event was advertised as 
a pleasant trip as well as a hard test of 
driving and navigation. From the 133 entries 
husband and wife crew of Mary Murray/Fred 
Murray (Ford Consul) won with a loss of 20 
points from Eddie Burkitt/R. Wilson (Austin 
A50, 32 points), A. Larsen/D. Anthony 
(Holden, down 44 points) and J. Van de 
Kamp/H. Ronken (Sunbeam Alpine, down 
56 points). Mary Murray/Fred Murray team 
won the July IWMAC trial on 21 July in the 
Lockyer Valley area; IWMAC organised an 
Interclub Trail over 240 miles in late October 
and the final event on 1 December was the 
BSCC Bradshaw rally over 210 miles won 
by W.E. Quill (Peugeot) from Ossie Orr 
(Holden), A. Scott (Volkswagen) then H.F.R. 
Burkitt (Austin A55).

Early events in 1958 were the PAC 
February Trial, TAC march Night Ramble 
plus the BSCC event won by Mary Murray/
Fred Murray from Ross Aird/Bob Kleine. 
The 1958 Courier Mail Car Rally (again 
with IWMAC) in May saw Ossie Orr/A 
25	 Courier Mail, 8 November 1956, page 10. 
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Bateman (Holden) on 39 points win from 
Eddie Burkitt/J. Harrison (Austin A55, on 
55 points) and D.J. Aikens/K. Clough (Ford 
Zephyr, 59 points). 81 cars started the 197 
mile route in Ipswich via Boonah, the Border 
Ranges area and the Summerland Way 
to Casino. Next day there was a 220 mile 
return run via Burleigh Heads to finish at the 
Rocklea Showgrounds. IWMAC organised 
a July Winter Rally won by Eddie Burkitt/R. 
A. Chayter (Austin Lancer) from H. P. 
Roberts/G. Reed (Holden) and B. Wyer/J. 
Philpot (Vanguard) and a Spring Preamble 
Trial won by P. Fleming/C.J. Crossley 
(Holden) from R. Kleine/R. Aird (Holden) 
and A. Anthony/L. Anthony (Holden). Final 
event on 1-2 November was the Interclub 
trial with the IWMAC team of Ossie Orr, 
Bob Kleine/Ross Aird and Perc Roberts 
in first position. The winning Novice was 
from BSCC of A. Roobottom, Pitt and Jack 
(Pontiac), J Barrow (Austin A40) and O 
Buchanan (Morris Minor).

In the Centenary year (6 June 1859, Queen 
Victoria signed Letters Patent for the Colony 
of Queensland. formally separating it from 
the Colony of New South Wales) the first 
event on 1 February 1959 was a TAC event 
which ventured West to Jondaryan then Mt 
Tyson, Pittsworth and return to Toowoomba. 
Winners were Nev Dorman/Wal Davis from 
Allan Wickham /Tony Maund and W. Craft/
Bryan Lynch.  Their next event on 5 April 
travelled Gatton and Lockyer Valley region 
with Stan Mossetter/Kev Zimmerle finishing 
ahead of Allan Wickham/K. Gillanders then 
Esme Lobegeier/L. Crisp. 40 crews entered 
the Centenary Car Rally with the start in 
Ipswich for a 575 mile rally via Toowoomba 
and Gympie to return to Goodna Public 
Reserve for a carnival. First car away was 
J. R. Suby (Holden) with the second car, a 
1928 Whippet, then Ron Castle (Vanguard), 
J. A. Rogers (Austin A50), Evan Thomas 
(Simca), Mary Murray (Ford Zephyr), 
Ossie Orr (Holden), Keith Weatherhog/
George Berrell (1937 Oldsmobile). Winners 
were Ossie Orr (lost 5 points), from A. 
Anthony (down 8 points), Mary Murray 
and K. Clough (both down 12 points). The 

IWMAC Interclub Trial on 1 November 
drew two teams from Ipswich being Ray 
Chayter (Austin A40), Fred Holzberger 
in a Fordomatic, Howard Smallwood 
(Zephyr) then Ossie Orr, Mary Murray 
and Tony Anthony, a team from BSCC of 
A. Roobottom (1938 Pontiac), A. Pitt and 
T. Jack, Morrie Blinks plus a team from 
QMSC of Keith Moss (Ford v8) Norval Winn 
(Wolseley) and R. Nunn-Patrick (Chevrolet).

HILLCLIMBS
Hillclimb circuits operating, even if only  
for a short period, were at White’s Hill, 
Kenmore, Ferny Grove, Samsonvale in the 
Greater Brisbane area, Ballard Hill, Prince 
Henry Drive, Mount Domville on the Darling 
Downs with Currumbin Heights Estate, 
West Burleigh and Terranora Lakes at the 
Gold Coast. 

WHITE’S HILL

Hillclimbs at White’s Hill (steep 880 yards 
unsealed) with a location description for 
access as ”from tram stop 34 on Cavendish 
Road, turning left from the tramline there”. 
The course up to the summit of 367 feet is 
on the eastern side of Boundary Road in the 
White’s Hill Reserve with the start opposite 
Crucis Street.26 

A course record was set on 4 February 
1950 by Rex Law (Cadillac Special) at 42.8 
seconds. This was lowered on 17 February 
1951 by Chas Whatmore (Studebaker 
Special) with a run of 42.5 seconds. 
26	 The Telegraph, 15 August 1952, page 9; United 

Business Directories, 17th Edition, page 35.
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Other drivers mentioned included former 
speedway rider Jack wright (Ford Special), 
trials Champion Ray Lewis (MGTC), Lex 
Winter (Buick Special), Jim Cross (Ford A 
Speedcar) and ‘old time speedway rider’ 
Hilary Buchanan in a 760 Renault.      

Wal Cox (Auburn Racing Car) won the 
handicap category on 28 June 1951 from 
Ken Richardson (Ford v8 Special) and 
Laurie Mason (Citroen).  It was reported 
that Wal Cox competed at the hillclimb on 
retread tyres due to the fact that “life of a 
speed car tyre is brief and there was a short 
supply of new tyres of the small size”.

For the 17 August 1952 meeting, Laurie 
Mason drove the front wheel drive Citroen 
as in the Sports Car category (50.05 
seconds time) then stripped off doors, 
mudguards, headlights to drive in the 
Racing Car section for a 47.53 seconds 
time. Outright record of 42.1 by Chas 
Whatmore remained. Other competitors at 
the meeting included Bill Pitt (Lewis/Pitt/
Swinburne Cooper Norton), Les Agnew (XK 
120 Jaguar), Lionel Ayres (MGTC) and Mrs 
Anderson (XK 120 Jaguar Coupe).

The Courier Mail of 16 February 1953 
features Charlie Whatmore in his 
Studebaker Special on the start line and 
provided an explanation of the timing 
process.  “Timing off front wheel by pressing 
down on a rubber pad, an electric circuit 
started a stop watch on the hill top 880 
yards ahead. At the finish the car snapped 
the finishing tape and the watch stopped. 
Time is reported to starting officials by 
portable telephone”.  The Fastest Time on 
the Day was set by Whatmore at 42.77 
seconds. At the 19 April meeting that year 
1953 Ken Richardson (Ford v8 Special) set 
a new course record at 41.48 secs lowering 
Chas Whatmore’s record by 0.62 seconds. 

An Intercity event between Toowoomba 
and Brisbane was held on 15 November. 
Due to weight of numbers of competitors 
Brisbane scored 22 points to the 8 points 
by Toowoomba. Fastest time of day and 
new course record went to Ken Richardson 

(40.76 seconds) from Bill Pitt (LPS Cooper 
Norton, 42.08), Rex Taylor (ex Keith 
McDonald XK 120 Jaguar, 44.12), In the 
Sports Car class Lionel Ayres (MGTC 
Special, 48.4) from Alan Wickham (49.96), 
John Gill (50.64) and F. Gourley (56.01) all 
driving MGTCs.

The Telegraph of 22 January 1954 reported 
“Wanted – a hill”. ‘A hill complete with a 
roadway is needed urgently by QMSC. 
White’s Hill in the metropolitan area now 
is impossible on account of home building 
operations.’

Drivers competing at White’s Hill include A. 
Murray (MGTA), J Hillhouse (MGTC), Snow 
Sefton (Cadillac Special), Sid McComiskey 
(MG Special), Bill Pitt (Morris 8/40 then 
MGTD, Cooper Norton), Les Taylor 
(MGTC), Glyn Scott (Ariel 500 Special), 
Les Agnew (XK 120), Geordie Anderson 
(XK 120), B. Robinson (Vauxhall), Doug 
McDonald (Dodge Bugatti), Peter Downing.

KENMORE

Kenmore has been described as a 660 
yard tricky hillclimb with the location as 
“on a property opposite the Kenmore 
Sanatorium”. 27        

Fastest Time of Day at the event on 23 April 
1950 was Chas Whatmore (Studebaker 
Special, 24.9 secs) from Rex Law (Regal 
Special, 25.3 secs) and Theo Trevethan 
(Ford V8 special, 27.8).  Speedway rider 
Pat Carrol was an entrant driving a Riley 2.5 
litre. Chas Whatmore lowered the record 4 
times to a new mark of 24.2 seconds on 5 
August 1951 to be fastest from Jack Wright 
(25.3) and Snow Sefton (26.1 seconds).  
Other competitors who ran at Kenmore 
were Jack McDonald (MGTC), and Ken 
Richardson (MGTC) Jack McLennan 
(Singer 9), Peter Searles (MGTC), W. Coles 
(MGTC), Steve Howman (Studebaker 
Speedcar).

BALLARD HILL   

27	 Motorsport in Queensland, Vol 1 Number 3, 
November 1953, page 10. 
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Ballard Hill with instruction:  from 
Toowoomba turn right at Mt Kynoch on to 
Murphy’s Creek Road before New England 
Highway. Ballard hill’s surface was of “red 
gravel with the course starting from below 
the railway bridge near Ballard Station 
(since removed) and finishing near the 
Moreton Bay fig tree (still present).”28   

Fastest times of day in February 1951 went 
to Lex Winter (Buick Special) with Dave 
Griffith (semi stripped down MGTC) winning 
the handicap category with Chas Whatmore 
reducing the existing record of 63.6 
seconds to a record time of 56.6 on 26 April 
1953, Ken Richardson (Ford Special) set a 
new record of 55.5 seconds on 4 October 
that year 1953 and again to 54.4 seconds 
on 26 March 1954. 

Competitors who ran at Ballard Hill include 
Max Clay (Ford Zephyr), Wal Anderson 
(Holden), Edsel Falconer (Consul and 
Zephyr), A. Gourley (MGTC), Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC), Rex Taylor (XK 120 Jaguar), 
Steve Howman, Charlie Swinburne (Cooper 
Norton), Arthur Griffiths (MGTC), Edsel 
Falconer (Zephyr), Alan Wickham (MGTC), 
Stan Mossetter (Cooper Jap), Rex Taylor 
(Jaguar XK 120). 

On 27 June 1954 there were reports of 
deterioration in the road surface of Ballard 
Hill. The Telegraph of 22 April 1955 reported 
the Gatton shire council refused permission 
to the Downs Motorcycle Club to use 
Ballard Hill due to claims of damage to the 
road. 

28	 Letter to the Editor, The Chronicle, 7 October 2009.

FERNY GROVE

A new course QMSC was able to use was 
along Samford Road at Ferny Grove about 
a mile beyond the Ferny Grove picnic area. 
This unsealed course was “880 yards in 
length which makes it a testing course and 
is straighter than White’s Hill”.29

The first event on 11 June 1954 was 
won by Ray Lewis (LPS Motors Cooper 
Norton, 40.34) from Chas Whatmore 
(Jaguar Special, 42.20), Ken Richardson 
(Cooper 1100, 42.34) and Steve Howman 
(Studebaker Midget Speedcar, 43.25). Rex 
Taylor was the fastest Sports Car with a 
44.50 second run from Chas Swinburne 
(Holden, 49.70). The handicap format 
went to Steve Howman from Glynn Phillips 
(Anglia) and Rex Taylor. The only following 
event reported was held on 22 August 1954 
with the fastest time set by Ken Richardson 
(Cooper 1100, 37.98) from Bill Pitt (Cooper 
Norton, 38.65). 

SAMSONVALE

QMSC club members were able to build an 
unsealed hillclimb course at Samsonvale 
on the Griffiths’ family property near Kriesch 
Road.  Directions to the hillclimb were 
stated as “the property is advised as being 
22 miles from the Enoggera Tram terminus, 
18.5 miles from the Chermside Tram 
terminus and 11.4 miles from Strathpine. 
The route will be clearly marked with road 
signs”. The 7/10 mile in length course was 
advertised as clearly visible from the whole 
of the spectator area.30   

The first event on 12 May 1957 won by 
Glyn Scott (Holden Special, 48.48 seconds) 
from Bill Cunliffe (Ford Special, 48.55), with 
Pat White (Cooper 1100) and A Williams 
(Porsche) both recording 49.71. Les Agnew 
(Austin Healey, 50.38) was the fastest 
sports car from Vince Jordan (50.63) and 
Jan Woelders (Porsche Coupe, 51.01). 
Entries included Mrs Yvonne Sullivan, 
the only lady competitor in a MGTF S/c 
and B. Sheppard in a MGTC. The other 
29	 The Telegraph, 11 June 1954, page 23.
30	 The Telegraph, 10 May 1957, page 14.

Jan Woelders in action in a Porsche at Samsonvale 
Hillclimb on one of the two occasions an event was held 

there.
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hillclimb at Samsonvale reported was on 13 
October 1957 with Ralph Crompton (Ford 
Special, 49.66) winning from Jack Edwards 
(Ford Special, 51.04) and Sid Sakzewski 
(Porsche, 52.04 seconds).

PRINCE HENRY DRIVE, TOOWOOMBA

Prince Henry Drive is in the Prince Henry 
Heights area in the East of Toowoomba and 
overlooks the Lockyer Valley. The Prince 
Henry Drive course was run in “an anti 
clockwise direction from a low point near 
Redwood Park to finish adjacent to the lip of 
the quarry.”31

Prince Henry Drive was the venue for the 
1955 Australian Hillclimb Championship on 
17 September 1955 run by the Toowoomba 
Auto Club in conjunction the Carnival of 
Flowers Association. Lex Davison (Cooper 
Vincent) won the championship with a best 
time of 44.73 seconds over the 1100 yard 
course with Bill Pitt (Cooper JAP) second 
with a 46.51 time and Ken Richardson third 
in his Lago Talbot in 47.53 seconds. Class 
wins in the racing car category went to Ken 

31	 Letter to the Editor, The Chronicle, 7 October 2009.

Richardson (Class C, 47.53 seconds), Pat 
Kinnealy (Class E, Triumph TR2, 54.26), 
Lex Davison (Class F, 44.73), Bill Pitt (Class 
G, 46.51) and Charlie Swinburne (Class I, 
Cooper Norton, 51.21). Class winners in 
the Sports Car category were Steve Ames 
(Class C, Ford V8 Special, 48.06), Charlie 
Swinburne (Class D, Holden, 51.21), R. 
Hamilton (Class E, Swallow Doretti, 53.75), 
Beau Mossetter (Class F, MGTC, quickest 
of the 9 MGs in the class with a 52.39 time), 
Peter Uscinski (Class G, MGPA, 60.88). 
The event attracted some 5000 spectators. 

Chas Swinburne driving the LPS Cooper 
1100 lowered Bill Pitt’s class record from 
46.51 to 45.27 seconds to take the fastest 
time on the 19 May 1956 event. Stan 
Eastwood recorded the second fastest time 
with a 48 second run. The outright record 
was lowered on 22 June 1958 when Arthur 
Griffith (Cooper Climax) set a 44.4 second 
time.

MOUNT DOMVILLE

Mt Domville about 12 km south of 
Millmerran was described as “the whole 

Cars lined up for the start of the 1955 Australian Hillclimb Championships at Prince Henry Drive, Toowoomba
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course was in full view for the spectators 
from one vantage point.”

Millmerran Auto Club held the first event 
on 20 April 1958 with Ken Erbs (Ford 
Special, 54.4 secs) being the fastest on the 
day from Ray Jorgensen (Austin Healey, 
56.6 seconds). The third event was held 
on 3 May 1959 with fastest time by Ray 
Jorgensen (53.5) from Ken Erbs (fibre glass 
bodied Prefect sports, 57.42), Jim Bertram 
(Triumph TR2, 58.63 and Len Austin (MGA 
Coupe, 60.60). John French was the fastest 
in the Saloon cars (55.25) ahead of Max 
Volkers (56.73), John Joyce (Ford Zephyr, 
56.73) and Ian Adams (Morris 1000, 60.48).

HILLCLIMBS IN THE GOLD COAST AREA  

Andrew Lake has been researching these 
for some time and has produced his final 
report in time to be published in this issue. It 
starts on page 60.

SPEED TRIALS MEETINGS

The various classes were set by engine 
size capacity e.g. Class I (350 cc – 500 cc), 
Class H (501 cc – 750 cc), Class G (751 
cc – 1100 cc), Class F ( 1101 cc – 1500 cc), 
Class E (1501 cc – 2000 cc), Class D (2001 
cc – 3000 cc),  Class C  (3001 cc – 5000 
cc). Times were for the standing quarter 
mile and flying quarter mile, mostly given 
in miles per hour speed not lap times as 
current sprint/super sprint meetings.

Speed trials would be conducted by 
Queensland Motor Sporting Club at 
Strathpine, Toowoomba Auto Club at 
Leyburn, by MGCCQ at Strathpine and at 
Goolman by Ipswich West Moreton Auto 
Club.

Disused World War Two airstrips were 
at Strathpine, Leyburn, and Goolman. 
Goolman was a relief landing ground for 
Amberley airfield and used by the No 11 
Repair and Salvage unit. The airfield had 
a runway of 200 yards, was near the old 
Fassifern branch rail line about 3.6 miles 
south/west from Ripley and near the 

Wyaralong property.32

STRATHPINE

At the event on 1 December 1951, on the 
7/10 mile straight Mrs Geordie Anderson 
(Jaguar XK 120) recorded a 8.5 seconds 
time for the flying quarter for a 106 mph 
speed. Other top times were set by Rex 
Law (Regal Special, 97 mph) and Arthur 
Griffiths (MGTC S/c, 96 mph).  Fastest 
times recorded on 1 March 1952 were by 
Rex Law (class B) with 17.2 seconds for the 
standing quarter and 9 seconds (100 mph) 
for the flying quarter mile. In other classes 
Jack Wright (class C: 17.2 and 10 seconds), 
Bill Pitt (Class G: 16.8 and 11.3), Glyn Scott 
(Class I: 18.6 and 12 sec), Mrs Anderson 
(Class C: 18.5 and 9.6),  W Robbins (Class 
F: 20.4 and 12.6), J McLennan (Class G: 
21.8 and 13.6 seconds). 

On 16 May 1953 Ken Richardson in the 
Jack Wright built Ford V8 special bettered 
the old State class C record standing 
quarter with a 15.39 seconds and the flying 
time of 8.87 = 102 mph. Class records in 
the meeting on 21 November 1953 went to 
Lionel Ayres (MGTD) class record 11.94 = 
75 mph (flying) and Bill Pitt (Cooper Norton) 
did a standing time 16.93 and a 10.64 flying 
(both records). 

A reported sixteen class records were 
broken and rebroken on 4 April 1954. Jim 
Barron and Bill Greenwood shared the 
driving of their newly acquired ex Arthur 
Griffiths’ MGTC S/c Special. During their 5 
runs they broke the record 5 times to leave 
Class F at 16.37 standing (previous 16.8) 
and flying 9.04 down from 9.27 seconds. 
Bill Pitt (LPS Motors Cooper Norton) set 
the Class I flying quarter record at 10.55 
from 10.64 seconds, Ray Lewis (Cooper 
Norton) a standing time of 16.67 from 16.93 
seconds, Les Agnew (ex Keith McDonald 
Jaguar XK 120) 16.16 for sports cars (from 
17.04) Mrs Anderson (Jaguar XK 120 
Coupe) lowered the flying quarter time from 
9.28 seconds to 8.99 then 8.98 and finally 
8.95 before Rex Taylor (Jaguar XK 120) 

32	 ozatwar.com/airfields/goolman.htm.
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won the day with a 8.91 seconds run. On 
the next event on 1 May 1954 Rex Taylor 
lowered his time for the flying quarter to 
8.79 seconds (a Queensland record) whilst 
Jim Barron (MGTC S/c Special) lowered the 
standing class record to 16.08 seconds (56 
mph) a Queensland record.

On 30 January 1956 a reported 1500 
people attended to see flying quarter 
times of 7.5 seconds or 120 mph set by 
both Geordie Anderson (now driving the 
Jaguar D Type) and Steve Ames in his 
Alfa Romeo for Queensland records. The 
previous records were 96.26 mph for racing 
cars (held by Charlie Whatmore) and Rex 
Taylor at 102.38 for sports cars. Class 
records went to Garth Llewellyn (Triumph 
TR2, flying quarter 10.2 or 88.23 mph), Jim 
Bertram (Triumph TR2 standing quarter 
17.9 or 50.28 mph) and Lionel Ayres 
(MGTC, 17.3 or 53.02 mph and 10.4 or 
86.54 mph).

MGCCQ held the sprints meeting on 25 
February 1956. Published results for 
drivers are S. Pollard (MGTC, standing 
time of 18.92 or 47.56 mph and flying time 
of 11.8 or 76.28 mph), Ken Richardson 
(Lago Talbot, 14.46 seconds = 62.64 mph 
(Queensland record for standing quarter) 
and 8.15 seconds = 110.42 mph flying 
quarter for a Strathpine record), Peter 
Uscinski (Morris Minor, 22.14 = 40.65), 
Trevor Yule (14.3 = 62.93 mph), Ernie 
Ansell (MGY, 23.47 = 38.34 mph and 14.19 
= 63.42 mph), A. Poteri (Austin Healey, 
17.74 = 50.73 mph and 10.36 = 86.87 
mph), Bill Weekes (MGTF,  18.45 = 48.61 
and 11.23 = 80.14 mph), E. Burrows (MG 
Magnette, 21.7 = 41.47 mph and 12.99 = 
64.61 mph) and John Cranley (Studebaker, 
24 = 37.5 mph and 13.78 = 64.29 mph). 
Later in the year on 13 October Rex Taylor 
(ex Steve Ames Alfa Romeo S/c) set a new 
flying quarter time of 7.48 secs for 120.32 
mph on 7/10 mile straight just lowering the 
previous record of 7.5 seconds jointly held 
by Steve Ames and Geordie Anderson. His 
standing quarter time was 14.04 = 64.1 
mph which was quicker than the record of 
14.46 seconds held by Ken Richardson. A 

Class E record in Sports Cars went to Lloyd 
Whittaker driving Frank Morrison’s Triumph 
TR2.

Results for the event on 8 June 1957 show 
Rex Taylor (Alfa Romeo S/c) recorded a 
standing quarter time of 15.89, a flying 
quarter of 7.6 seconds and a circuit lap time 
of 1 minute 19.8.  Fastest sports car was 
Bill Weekes (Buchanan MGTF) with a 17.7 
standing, 10.24 flying and a lap of 1 minute 
24.2 seconds.  Pre event information state 
“two women drivers Mrs Ann Thomson 
(Morris Isis) and Mrs Yvonne Sullivan in her 
new Supercharged MGTF have entered”. 

LEYBURN

Higher speeds over the flying quarter mile 
were recorded at Leyburn due to the longer 
straights. Geordie Anderson (Jaguar XK 
120) recorded 122 mph over the flying 
quarter mile at the 3 June 1951 meeting. 
Other top speeds were by Jack Wright 
(Ford Special, 102.2 mph) just ahead of 
Les Taylor (Cooper, 101.1 mph) and Chas 
Whitmore (Studebaker Special, 99 mph). 
A reported 1000 spectators watched Mrs 
Anderson set a 124.5 mph time for fastest 
time and an Australian record on 27 April 
1952. The Mayor of Toowoomba, Mervyn 
John Reginald (Curly) Anderson drove his 
Mark 7 Jaguar to a 21.2 standing quarter 
time with 94.5 mph in the flying quarter 
section.  

On 31 May 1953 four Jaguar XK 120s ran 
at the event plus a Jaguar Mark 7 saloon. 
All Jaguar cars exceeded 100 mph in 
the flying quarter. Les Agnew (in Keith 
McDonald’s) set a 118.4 mph time, D. 
Uhlman (108.43 mph), Jim Barron (105.0 
mph) and Rex Taylor (103.4 mph). The 
Mayor’s Jaguar Mark 7, driven by Mrs 
Anderson, set records for both the standing 
quarter (18.4 seconds) and flying quarter at 
105 mph then 108.43 mph. Class records 
were set by Keith Bailey (Class C, Lea 
Francis, 92 mph), Alan Wickham (Class F, 
MGTC, 82), and Marsh Cooper (Class G, 
Morris Minor, 60 mph).
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First event in 1954 on 28 February saw 
class records go to Bill Greenwood (Class 
E, Ford Consul, flying quarter speed of 
72 mph), M. Brandon (Class F, Riley 1½ 
litre, 24 seconds for the standing quarter 
and 72.6 mph flying quarter), Max Clay 
(Class D, Zephyr, 21.3 seconds standing), 
Mrs Anderson (Class C, Jaguar Mark 
7, 17.0 standing and 121.6 mph flying), 
Stan Mossetter (Class D, Austin Healey, 
19.8 seconds and 96.7 mph) and Ken 
Richardson (Class C, Ford Special, 16.1  
standing time and 109.7 mph for the flying 
quarter)  Crowd attendance was given as 
600.  

Mrs Anderson (XK 120 Jaguar Coupe) 
broke and set a new speed record of 125 
mph on 23 May 1954 with the Chronicle 
newspaper reporting that she “retains her 
the title of Australia’s fastest woman on 
wheels“. Records on the day went to Edsel 
Falconer (Class E, Consul, 23.5 and 76.63 
mph, both standing and flying quarter mile 
records), Bob Free (Class F, Peugeot, 
standing record of 23.4 seconds), Max Clay 
(Class D, Ford Zephyr, standing  time of 
20.9 seconds) and Mrs Anderson (Class C, 
Jaguar, 17.0 and 125 mph, both standing 
and flying records), Stan Mossetter (Class 
D, Austin Healey, 18.7 and 94.7 mph, both 
records), Rex Taylor (Class C, Jaguar, 
16.6 and 118.4 mph, both records), Bill 
Greenwood (MG Special, 16.4 and 105.9 
mph, both records), and Ken Richardson 
(Class G, Ford Special, 15.4 and 111.1 
mph, both records).

At the 28 November 1954 meeting Cyril 
Anderson broke Geordie Anderson’s 
record of 125 mph with a 125.86 mph run. 
New TAC club records were set by Cyril 
Anderson 125.85 mph (also an Australian 
record for flying quarter), H Griffiths (Class 
D, Riley, 20.76 standing), Alan Wickham 
(Class F, both standing 19.61 and flying 
85.47 mph), Owen Bailey (Class D, Holden 
Special, standing 17.13 seconds), Stan 
Mossetter (Class D, flying 99.3 mph) and 
in his Riley in Class D a standing quarter 
record of 15.34 seconds,  John McKinney 
(Class F, MG Special, 112.7 mph flying), 

and A. Elvery (Class E, Ford Consul, both 
standing 23.07 seconds and 69.3 mph for 
the flying quarter).

Eleven class records were lowered on the 6 
March 1955 meeting. Closed cars: G Hewitt 
(Morris Major, 63.83 mph flying quarter 
speed), Pat Linnealy (Bristol 401, 20.26 
seconds and 87.64 mph, both records), 
Norm Yarrow (Holden, 20.68 seconds) 
Sports Car: Lionel Ayres (MGTC, 18.89 
seconds and 85.57 mph, both records), 
Barry Griffiths (Triumph TR2, 18.4 seconds 
and 98.24 mph, both records) Racing Cars: 
Pat White (Cooper 1100, 15.27 seconds), 
Arthur Griffiths (Wylie Javelin recorded a 
117 mph flying speed) and  Bill Pitt (Cooper 
1100, 109.3 mph).

Six new records were set during the 
24 July 1955 event. In the Closed Car 
category E. Alvery (Class G, Fiat 1100 did 
a 23.47s standing quarter and 71.19 mph 
(both records), J Mansfield (Class F, MG 
Magnette, 23.16 seconds and 75.05 mph 
(both records), Closed Car category: N. 
Yarrow (Class D, Holden Special, 19.98 
standing quarter record), Racing Car 
category: Pat Kinnealy (Class E, 18.23 
standing quarter record H. Lockwood (Class 
H, Goliath 600 ccs) set two records 26.92 
std and 59.60 mph for flying.

 At her first Leyburn meeting with her new D 
Type Jaguar Geordie Anderson recorded a 
speed of 135.2 mph during the 9 February 
1956 meeting. Publicity for the 24 June 
1956 meeting stated Steve Ames had sold 
the Alfa Romeo to Rex Tylor and readers 
were advised “spectators will be able to 
see Ann Thomson in her new 1956 Morgan 
plus four, the first to be imported powered 
by a Triumph TR2 engine”. Other drivers 
included Stan “Poddy” Eastwell (Holden 
Speedcar) Richard Roberts (MGTD) Ted 
Jones (MGTF) E. Burrows (MG Magnette), 
Ralph Crompton (ex Richardson Ford 
Special). 

Results for the speed trial on 29 July show 
Stan Mossetter (Holden, standing time 
22.22 flying 75 mph), Steve Ames (Austin 
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Healey 100S, 16.83 = 106 mph), Eric Wendt 
(XK Jaguar, 19.2 = 100.5 mph), Ken Ebeling 
(Triumph TR2, 19.8 = 95.31 mph), L. Poteri 
(Austin Healey, 18.32 = 94.43 mph), Ann 
Thomson (Morgan, 19.77 = 88.06 mph). 
Racing cars: Rex Taylor (ex Ames Alfa 
Romeo S/c, 14.88 = 131.2 mph) from Pat 
White (16.5 = 106.5 mph), Ralph Crompton 
(17.29 = 106.4 mph) and Stan Eastwood 
(16.7 = 96.25 mph).

The 10 August 1958 meeting saw records 
to Colin Gay (Class F, Hillman, 21.58 and 
83.87 mph), Fred Bentley (Class H, Lloyd 
vehicle although the report did not state if 
the car was of the German marque or the 
British Lloyd cars, flying quarter 61.09 mph), 
Harry Moore (Class B, Fordomatic flying 
speed of 100.44 mph), Eric Wendt (Class 
C, Jaguar XK 120, flying quarter 129.31 
mph) and Ted Jones (Class D, in Ray 
Jorgenson’s Austin Healey, 106.63 mph).

Records set in the 1959 year were on 22 
February to Fred Bentley (Class F, in Colin 
Gay’s Hillman, 20.63 seconds and 87.30 
mph), Gary Butler (Class G, Austin Healey 
Sprite, flying speed of 78.86 mph), and Ken 
Ebeling (Class E, Triumph TR2, 98.47 mph). 

Final record for the year on 22 November 
to J. McMilland (Class G, Triumph Herald, 
22.89 seconds standing quarter). 

GOOLMAN

The first event was organized by Ipswich 
West Moreton Auto Club on 10 July 1955 
where approximately 1000 spectators saw 
Pat White (Cooper JAP) be the fastest 
with a best standing time of 18.66 seconds 
and a flying quarter time of 9.37 seconds 
equating to 96 mph. 

At the second event on 29 April 1956, Mrs 
D Anderson (Jaguar D Type) recorded the 
fastest run of 8.52 seconds for the flying 
quarter mile. Her speed was 105.6 mph. 

MOTORKHANAS 

Car clubs would hold club gymkhanas 
(motorkhanas) on grass surfaces such as in 
1954 the Brisbane Light Car Club event at 
Brookfield Sportsground on 28 November. 
Tests indicated were Find Your Car, Hot 
Plug Race, Figure of Eight, Southern Cross, 
Three-Legged Race, Garaging Test.33  

33	 Courier mail 2 December 1954, page 12.

An early motorkhana event at Brookfield Sportsground in 1954.
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There were interclub events such as the 
one on 5 February 1955 which was an 
interclub motorkhana held at the Mount 
Gravatt showgrounds to raise funds to 
aid injured motor cyclist Max James. The 
eight participating clubs were Beaudesert 
Auto Club, Brisbane Light Car Club, 
Gympie Motor Sport Club, Ipswich and 
West Moreton Auto Club, MG Car Club 
Queensland, Queensland Motor Sporting 
Club, Toowoomba Auto Club, and Brisbane 
Sporting Car Club. The MG team consisted 
of Fred Dyke, John Gill, Frank Taylor, Bob 
Burnett, John Muller and Trevor Connolly. 
Tests were Forward Bending race, Slip 
Rail event, Forward and Reverse bending, 
Parking Test, Potato race, Southern 
Cross, and Thread the Needle. Results 
were Gympie 16 points, Ipswich 15 
points, Beaudesert 13, QMSC 7, BSCC 
7, Toowoomba 6, MGCCQ 4 and BLCC 1 
point.   

A second Interclub event was held on 
13 June and was the Queen’s Birthday 
Interclub gymkhana to raise funds for the 
Caboolture Ambulance Brigade. The eight 
car clubs were QMSC, BSCC, BLCC, 
MGCCQ, IWMAC, Nambour Sporting Car 
Club, Beaudesert Sporting Car Club and 
Gympie Sporting Car Club. This was held 
at the Caboolture football ground and won 
by IWMAC 25 points from Gympie SCC 10 
Nambour SCC 8 points and Brisbane LCC 
6 points.

60 cars were to compete in the Queensland 
Motorkhana Championships between clubs 
to be held at the Aspley Oval on 25 March 
1956. Drivers were from Brisbane clubs - 
QMSC, BLCC, BSCC, IWMAC, MGCCQ 
- plus Gympie, Beaudesert, Nambour and 
Millmerran along with the QMSC, BLCC, 
BSCC, MGCCQ and Volkswagen Car 
Clubs.

Toowoomba Auto Club staged the Carnival 
of Flowers Motor Gymkhana Championship 
in September 1956 at the Showgrounds. 
Teams of 4 drivers from Toowoomba, 
MGCCQ, Beaudesert, Ipswich, Millmerran 

and Acland, competed for the carnival 
trophy. Tests were Forward and Reverse 
Bending, an Auto Cross, a Southern Cross 
competition and a Potato event.

This discipline of the sport is a good training 
environment for young drivers and on 28 
April 1957 a road safety gymkhana was to 
be staged at the Redcliffe Showgrounds by 
the Redcliffe Peninsula Junior Chambers 
of Commerce. This activity was part of 
the Commonwealth wide Road Safety 
project which was being undertaken by 
Junior Chambers of Commerce throughout 
Australia. It had the support of the Road 
Safety Council.

Clubs were able to organize events at 
various locations e.g. IWMAC at Mt Gravatt, 
Pacific Car Club at Owen Park, Southport 
and the Southport trotting Course oval, 
Toowoomba Auto Club at a new ground 
on Mackenzie Street between Spring 
and Stenner streets and at the Royal 
Toowoomba Show then the Dalby Show.  
Brisbane Sporting Car Club used the Carina 
Sportsground. 

END OF THE DECADE

By the end of the decade Australia’s 
population was 10,166,173 of which 
1,447,198 were in Queensland, 2,659,685 
registered motor cars (excluding 
commercial) in Australia with 383,779 in 
Queensland, driving on 525,858 miles of 
roads Nationwide of which 51,872 were 
bituminous.  Road lengths in Queensland 
were stated as 120,324 miles (which is 
less than the distance stated in the 1950 
Year Book) of which only 7678 miles were 
bituminous).34

34	 Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
number 46, 1960, Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Canberra ACT, Commonwealth Government Printer, 
Canberra. Population page 286, Registered Motor 
Vehicles page546, Roads and Bridges page 729.
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By Andrew Lake, MG Car Club of 
Qld Member 1946 

Photos are reproduced with permission 
from those who supplied them from private 
collections as are those published on 
Primotipo.com (which is an absolute hive of 
old Australian motor racing photos!!). The 
remainder have come from known sources 
and media articles referenced in the story.

If you mention motor racing on the Gold 
Coast, most people today could name the 
Supercars Gold Coast 600, still generally 
known by its earlier name of the Gold Coast 
Indy event. Those with longer memories 
will recall the Surfers Paradise International 
Raceway at Carrara, now a housing estate. 
Some may recall the 1954 Australian Grand 
Prix, held on a street circuit in the current 
Benowa area.

There have been motor sports events on 
the Gold Coast, from the first ‘flying mile’ 
speed record set on the beach between 
Burleigh Heads to Main Beach (todays 
Wharf Road to Cavill Avenue beachfront 
the measured course) over the Christmas 
period 1917 (85 m.p.h. set by Alex Jewell 
in a Studebaker)1, to rallies, speedway and 
go-kart racing. But this article is about the 

1	 The Steering Wheel, Southport Speed Trials, 
01/01/1917, pp. 21-24

hillclimbs held on the Gold Coast in the late 
1950s.

Hillclimb events on the Gold Coast were 
held at three sites, Burleigh, Terranora 
NSW and Currumbin, all of which remain as 
suburban streets today. All hillclimbs were 
promoted by the Pacific Car Club which no 
longer exists.

N.B. Other than Currumbin, the start and 
finish lines are a ‘best guess’ due to the lack 
of information available. 

Burleigh Heads

Hillclimbs were first held at Burleigh Heads 
on a gravel course. The course ran on 
Tabilban Street, Ocean Parade, Vantage 
Point Drive and through private property 
to the crest of the hill (NB. in the diagram 
below, the ‘off-road’ section is a best guess 
as no other information remains). At the first 
hillclimb, the track was 686 yards (627m) 
which was extended to 780 yards (713m) 
for the second event (see two finish marking 
stars). 

The course included a hairpin bend and 
a sharp right-hand corner onto the final 
stretch on private land to the crest. The 

Map of Burleigh Heads hillclimb track.The pits at Burleigh Heads (photo from Ken Ebeling)

Part 7 – Gold Coast Hillclimbs
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Pacific Car Club had spent £300 on building 
the circuit, including fencing as well as 
donated road plant for the course and 
access paths.2

The hillclimb in pre-event reporting was 
described as ‘one of the stiffest tests for 
cars and drivers in the State’.3

The first hillclimb was held on 01/01/1956, 
which was reported as being a hot day and 
approximately 2000 spectators attended the 
event to watch 13 sports cars and 6 racing 
cars take on the hill. The fastest racing car 
was driven by Bill Pitt in his Jap-Cooper 
(501-1100cc 42.5s, FTD) and Lionel Ayers 
was the quickest sports car in his MG TC 
(1201-1500cc 46.5s). 

Other results were: racing cars 0-500cc 
‘Duck’ Anderson, 500 Special, 54.90; over 
2000cc Fechner & Henderson, Wolseley, 
47.10; sports cars 0-1200cc Peter Downing, 
Riley, 52.80 secs. 

The second hillclimb was held on 
22/04/1956 on the extended course of 
780 yards, including a steep one-in-four 
grade on Hanley’s Hill and attracted 23 
entries.4 Bill Pitt set a new track record of 
46.20 seconds in his Jap-Cooper, with Stan 
Eastwood coming second with the Holden 
Special in 48.30 seconds (racing cars over 
2000cc). Garth Llewellyn in a Triumph TR2 
was the fastest sports car (49.70), with Bill 
Weekes the fastest MG recording a 50.00 
second run in his MGTF.

In other results, ‘Duck’ Anderson won the 
racing car 0-500cc class with 49.80, and in 
sports cars Ken Richardson won both the 
0-1200cc (Riley, 55.90) and over 2000cc 
(Jaguar 50.90) classes. 

The South Coast Bulletin stated the third 
hillclimb, held on 17/06/1956, was held in 
perfect conditions, attracting a crowd of 
2	 South Coast Bulletin, Pacific Car Club – New Year’s 

Day Hill Climb, 04/01/1956, p. 4
3	 Tweed and South Coast Daily, Hill-Climb contest at 

Burleigh, 30/12/1955, p. 2
4	 Tweed and South Coast Daily, 23 cars in Burleigh Hill 

Climb, 18/04/1956, p. 4.

2000 spectators, with many class records 
being broken.5 Bill Pitt equalled his previous 
time (46.20), again securing fastest time 
of the day, whilst winning the racing car 
category. Lionel Ayers, in his MG TC, was 
again the fastest sports car with a record 
time of 49.10 seconds.

Other results were: racing cars 1101-1500cc 
G. Smith, MG, 55.00; over 2000cc Stan 
Eastwood, Holden Special 45.90; sports 
cars 0-1200cc Peter Downing, Riley, 52.50; 
1501-2000cc G. Llewellyn, TR2, 49.40; over 
2000cc Ken Richardson, Austin Healey, 
48.50 seconds.

The next hillclimb to be held at Burleigh 
Heads was on 30/12/1956, with the South 
Coast Bulletin6 reporting strong interest from 
well-known drivers, the introduction of the 
MGA to the hill and the first lady competitor, 
Ann Thomson, driving a Morgan against the 
Triumph TR2s. Over 3000 spectators saw 
spectacular racing, with MGs apparently 
providing the most entertaining incidents, 
with TCs rolling (Smith [minor injuries]) and 
‘spectacularly’ blowing engines (Ayers). Not 
to be outdone, Joe Poteri had a wild spin in 
his Austin Healey.7 Steve Ames achieved 
FTD in his Austin Healey 100S with a time 
of 49.20 (sports cars over 2000cc), with 
R. Hamilton the fastest racing car, setting a 
51.40 in his Doretti (1501-2000cc).

Lionel Ayers MGTC competing at Burleigh Heads 
(MGCCQ)

5	 South Coast Bulletin, Records topple at Burleigh Hill 
Climb, 20/06/1956, p. 13.

6	 South Coast Bulletin, Pacific Car Club Hill Climb, well 
known drivers enter, 26/12/1956, p. 20.

7	 Motor Sport in Queensland, Many thrills for big crowd 
at Burleigh, January 1957, p. 12.
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Other results were: racing cars 1101-
1500cc A. Williams, MG, 52.00; sports cars 
0-1200cc Peter Uscinski, Morris Minor, 
57.80; Vince Jordan, MGA, 51.20; 1501-
2000cc Ann Thomson, Morgan, 54.10 
seconds.

Many of the drivers expressed their desire 
to return for the Easter meeting.8

In all, four hillclimbs were held at 
Burleigh Heads (01/01/1956, 22/04/1956, 
17/06/1956 and 30/12/1956). A hillclimb was 
proposed for Easter 1957 (21/04/1957)9, 
but I haven’t been able to locate any media 
reports or results. The event may have 
lapsed due to the difficulty of obtaining a 
police road closure permit and housing 
development.

Joe Marano MGA competing at Burleigh  
(Motor Sport in Qld)

Map of Terranora

8	 South Coast Bulletin, Pacific Car Club, Hill climb 
many thrills for big crowd, 02/01/1957, p. 11.

9	 Motor Sport in Queensland, 1957 Motor Sport 
Calendar, Vol. 5, No. 1, p. 13

Terranora 

With the loss of the Burleigh Heads hillclimb 
venue, the Pacific Car Club went in search 
of another hillclimb track. Again, a new 
housing development at Terranora, just 
south of Tweed Heads was selected.

The Courier Mail10 announced the Pacific 
Car Club would hold the Queensland 
Hillclimb Championships at the Terranora 
Lakes Estate, Tweed Heads on 29/12/1957. 
The sealed course was described as 
having well banked left and right turns and 
a swift climb over the crest. The course 
was approximately 644m long (4/10 mile), 
with guaranteed prizemoney of £121. The 
news article advised there would be ample 
spectator parking at the base and on top 
of the hill and that there would be three 
competition categories, with three classes 
in each.

The pits at Terranora hillclimb (Ken Ebeling photo)

The track started in James Road, which 
became Hillcrest Avenue as it climbed the 
escarpment. The pits were located in the 
current Pacific Coast Christian School.

The event was well supported, being 
described as having ‘good entries, keen 
competition’.11 41 cars competed on the day, 
including 16 sports cars and 8 racing cars. 
Fastest time of the day was W. S. Anderson 
in his Repco-Lotus in a time of 30.30 secs, 

10	 Courier Mail, New hill course, 21/11/1957, p. 15
11	 South Coast Bulletin, Pacific Car Club Hill Climb, 

15/01/1958, p. 13
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beating Glyn Scott’s time of 30.70 secs – 
who was the fastest of the racing cars. J. 
Duncan with a time of 38.70 seconds beat 
John French by 0.9 of a second, both in 
Holden sedans. Other results were: racing 
cars 0-1100cc D. Cavill, Cooper-Vincent 
33.30; over 2500cc R. Campbell, Leaf-
Olds 36.10; sports cars 0-1300 B. Maher, 
Buchanan-Fiat 36.90; over 2500cc K. Erbs, 
Ford Special 36.40; saloon cars 0-1500cc 
N. Trees, Simca 41.60; 0ver 2500cc D. 
Cavill, Ford Customline 40.70.

Glyn Scott in his Holden Special at Terranora  
(Tweed and South Coast Daily)

In conversation with Ken Ebeling when 
researching the events, he advised the 
event proved to be a bit chaotic due to the 
lack of spectator access and began very 
late to the disappointment of competitors. 
They were unable to have their scheduled 
number of runs “Spectator parking was at 
the end of the course and runs had to be 
stopped to allow cars to leave”.

For whatever reason, this was the sole 
hillclimb held at the Terranora track.

Currumbin

Following the sole Terranora Hillclimb, 
the Pacific Car Club created a new 804m 
hillclimb track at the new Currumbin Heights 
estate. In my opinion, of all the tracks this 
was the toughest, eventually hosting six 
hillclimbs.

A news article described the track as 
featuring “tight corners and short straights, 
which will be a supreme test on the drivers’ 

ability … and towards the end has two 
hairpin bends calculated to provide thrilling 
moments for drivers and spectators”.12 

The track started in Blamey Drive at a 
culvert in Blamey Park. It then veered right 
into Regent Street prior to turning right into 
a sharp ‘dipper in Walsh Street. The track 
then turned left into Carlyle Drive prior to 
the final left turn into Domain Road, with a 
steep climb through the bends to the finish. 
Ann Thomson, who competed at several 
events here described the final climb as 
very tough.

Map of Currumbin Hillclimb track

The Currumbin Walsh Street Dipper  
(Primotipo.com – B Miles photo)

12	 South Coast Bulletin, Top Racing Drivers will take 
part in Gold Coast Hill Climb, 10/12/1958, p. 52.

12 South Coast Bulletin, Top Racing Drivers will take part 
in Gold Coast Hill Climb, 10/12/1958, p. 52.

13 	South Coast Bulletin, 2000 Watch Hill Climb at 
Currumbin Heights, 31/12/1958, p.36

Currumbin finishing line (Primatipo.com – B Miles  photo)
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The first Currumbin hillclimb was held on 
Sunday 28/12/1958 in showery conditions 
before a crowd of 2000 spectators.13 Fastest 
time of the day was Noel Hall in his Ralt 
racing car, winning £20, and beating Lionel 
Ayres in his Cooper-MG in the 0-1500cc 
racing car class. Other results were: racing 
cars over 1500cc Glyn Scott, Repco-Holden 
1st, Des Kelly, Holden Special 2nd; sports 
cars 0-1500cc K. Erbs, Prefect Sports 1st, 
Max Williams, MG TC 2nd; over 1500cc W. 
Anderson, Lotus-Holden 1st, R. Jorgensen, 
Austin Healey 2nd; saloon cars 0-2000cc M. 
Grande, Morris 1000 1st, P. O’Hare, Morris 
Minor 2nd; over 2000cc John French, 
Holden 1st, Norm Chaffey, Holden 2nd.

Currumbin start line at 1961 QHC

Stan Jones in his winning Cooper Climax  
(Photo: Courier Mail)

The next event was the Queensland 
Hillclimb Championships, which was held 
over two separate dates on November 15th 
and December 27th 1959, with aggregate 

13	 South Coast Bulletin, 2000 Watch Hill Climb at 
Currumbin Heights, 31/12/1958, p.36.

points determining the winner.14 The permit 
for the event was only issued after the 
organising clubs agreed to pay for any road 
repairs.15

More than 1000 spectators turned out 
for the first leg of the championships on 
15/11/1959, with Glyn Scott setting a new 
record of 49.50 secs in his Cooper-Climax 
racing car.16 Other results were: racing cars 
0-1500cc John Haugh, Ralt Special 53.63, 
Vince Jordan, Cooper MKS 55.36 ; over 
1500cc E. Morris, Repco-Holden 55.63; 
sports cars 0-2000cc  Tony Basile, Porsche 
52.49, Les Agnew, Lotus-Climax 52.98; over 
2000cc W. Thompson, Austin Healey 56.91, 
B. Cahill, Austin Healey 57.78; saloon cars 
0-2000cc Norm Williams, Renault Dauphine 
60.61, Keith Shaw, Morris Major 61.07; over 
2000cc John French, Holden 52.41, Max 
Volkers, Holden 55.11. 

The second leg of the Championships were 
held on 27/12/1959 and was advertised as 
attracting some of Australia’s best drivers 
from three States – Jack Myers (NSW), Ivan 
Tighe (Vic) and Glyn Scott (Qld). Special 
mention was also made of John French 
who had either broken records or won at 
hillclimbs at Inverell, Millmerran, Grafton 
and Currumbin in the past month.17 The 
news reports of the event stated “Over 1500 
people gathered on Currumbin Heights last 
Sunday and witnessed the finest display 
of hill climb driving yet seen on the Gold 
Coast.”18

Whilst Ivan Tighe won this event in his 
Tighe-Vincent with a new record of 
47.80 secs, Glyn Scott’s November win 
was enough to see him crowned as the 
Queensland Hillclimb Championship winner, 
lowering his PB in his Cooper Climax to 
48.00 secs. Jack Myers was 3rd in his 

14	 South Coast Bulletin, Top Race Drivers for Hill Climb 
at Currumbin, 15/11/1959, p.60.

15	 South Coast Bulletin, Hill Climb at Currumbin, 
09/09/1959, p.7.

16	 South Coast Bulletin, Coast Hill Climb Praised by 
Drivers, 18/11/1959, p. 60.

17	 South Coast Bulletin, Stars of 3 States to Compete in 
Coast Hillclimb, 23/12/1959, p.64.

18	 South Coast Bulletin, Untitled, 30/12/1959
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Cooper Mk4, with a time of 48.97 secs. 
John French maintained his record-breaking 
run with a new over 2000cc saloon car 
class record of 51.91 in his Holden. All class 
winners set new records at this event. Other 
results were: racing cars 0-1500cc Max 
Williams, MG TC 51.21 2nd; sports cars 
0-2000cc Tony Basile, Porsche 51.68, Les 
Agnew, Lotus 52.56; saloon cars 0-2000cc 
Norm Williams, Renault 59.28, E. Thomas, 
Simca 59.85; over 2000cc Max Volkers, 
Holden 55.91 2nd.

When seeking his recollections when 
researching the Gold Coast Hillclimbs, 
Ivan Tighe said he didn’t recall much of 
the event itself, but did say “I left work in 
Melbourne on Friday and drove to the Gold 
Coast, turning left at the bird sanctuary. 
After the event on Sunday, I put the car on 
the trailer and immediately drove back to 
Melbourne for work on Monday afternoon.” 
You certainly can’t do that today!

The fourth Currumbin Hillclimb was held 
on 14/08/1960 and included “Ivan Tighe, 
one of Australia’s top racing motorists”.19 
Ivan’s drive to the event was much shorter, 
as he was now living at Coolangatta. The 
Pacific Car Club expected records to tumble 
considering the recent performance of both 
Ivan Tighe and Glyn Scott.20 The event was 
advertised as including a ‘novelty’ class for 
go karts.

Over 1000 spectators attended the event 
and saw a thrilling battle between Tighe and 
Scott for the fastest time of the day. Ivan 
Tighe’s Tighe-Vincent best time of 47.50 set 
a new track record and beat Glyn Scott’s 
Cooper Climax’s time of 48.94 seconds. 
Third outright was Stacey Rosenfeld in 
a (novelty class) go kart with a time of 
50.00 seconds “… better than many cars 
which had costs thousands of pounds.”21 
Unfortunately, the only other results 
available are John French, Repco-Holden 
19	 South Coast Bulletin, Top Hill Climb Drivers will 

Compete at Currumbin, 27/07/1960, p. 60.
20	 South Coast Bulletin, Hill Climb Classic, 10/08/1960, 

p. 62.
21	 South Coast Bulletin, Costly Cars hard pressed by 

Little Go Kart, 24/08/1960, p. 52.

(sports car 50.24) and Don Edds, Porsche 
55.00s.

On 26/12/1960, the fifth hillclimb was held 
at Currumbin, with three practice runs from 
10am and competitive runs commencing at 
1pm. Records tumbled throughout the day, 
with Jon Leighton eventually triumphing in 
an ex-Jack Brabham Cooper-Climax.22 23

The results were: racing cars 0-1500cc Ivan 
Tighe, Tighe-Vincent 46.88, Glyn Scott, 
Cooper-Climax 49.18; over 1500cc Jon 
Leighton, Cooper-Climax 44.72, E. Morris 
Repco-Holden 51.46; sports cars 0-1500cc 
E. Bertram, W.R.M. 53.60, Keith Reynolds, 
MGA 54.68; over 1500cc Joe Marano, 
Repco-Holden 53.74; Gran Turismo 
0-2000cc Tony Basile, Porsche 51.34, Don 
Edds, Porsche 55.70; over 2000cc Denis 
Geary, Ausca, 50.40, Tony McClelland, 
R.A.W.-G.S. 52.74; saloon cars 0-2000cc 
Max Volkers, VW 57.00, T. Kratzman, Simca 
60.60; over 2000cc D. Jeremiah, Holden 
57.22, S. Petralia, Holden 58.90 seconds.

The sixth and ultimately final Currumbin 
Hillclimb was held on the Queen’s Birthday 
long weekend, 12/06/1961. With the Gold 
Star event having been held at Lowood 
the same weekend, there was a stellar 
entry list vying for the Queensland Hillclimb 
Championship. Among the entrants for 
this event in pre-event reports were Arnold 
Glass (Cooper-Maserati), Bill Patterson 
(Cooper-Climax), Stan Jones (Cooper-
Climax), Glyn Scott (Cooper-Climax), Bob 
Jane (Maserati 300S & Jaguar 3.8). Twelve 
go-karts had been entered in their class.24

Stan Jones eventually beat Bill Patterson by 
0.26 to become the Queensland Hillclimb 
Champion in front of a near record crowd. 
Bob Jane set new class records in both his 
cars and John Frizelle of Grafton rolled his 
MG TC on his first competitive run, but with 

22	 South Coast Bulletin, … Driver, Jon Leighton Wins 
Hill-Climb Title, 26/12/1960, p. 44.

23	 Tweed and South Coast Daily, Leighton Holds Hill 
Climb Record, 27/12/1960, p. 7.

24	 South Coast Bulletin, Top Drivers in Record Entries 
for Hillclimb, 07/06/1961, p. 32.
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minimal damage, was still able to complete 
two further runs, securing 3rd in his class 
(53.84).25 

The results were: racing cars 0-1500cc 
A. Coventry, Lotus-Junior 47.80, Ivan Tighe, 
Tighe-Vincent 50.08; over 1500cc Stan 
Jones, Cooper-Climax 45.22, Bill Patterson, 
Cooper-Climax 45.48; sports cars 0-1500cc 
Bruce Fleming, Lotus 1100 50.72, Tim 
Harlock, Centaur 53.42; over 1500cc 
Denis Geary, Ausca 50.38; Gran Turismo 
0-2000cc Don Edds, Porsche 55.46, 
Harry Cape, MGA-TC 55.94; over 2000cc 
Bob Jane, Maserati 300S 49.16, Tony 
McClelland, R.A.W.-G.S. 51.90; saloon cars 
0-2000cc Max Volkers, VW 55.16, Richard 
Field, Morris Major 59.32, over 2000cc 
Bob Jane, Jaguar 3.8, 54.26, Max Volkers, 
Holden 55.56 seconds.

Whilst the Pacific Car Club was issued a 
permit by the Gold Cost City Council to hold 
a hillclimb at Currumbin on 31/12/1961, it 
was never held.26 The easing of the credit 
squeeze and increased building activity in 
the estate would have seen the December 
event to be the last one approved at this 
location.  

The era of hillclimbs on the Gold Coast 
ended with some of Australia’s best 
drivers competing for the Queensland 
Championship in June 1961. The next era 
would commence with the opening of the 

25	 South Coast Bulletin, Coast Firm Wins State Hill 
Climb Title, 14/06/1961, p. 27.

26	 South Coast Bulletin, Last Hill Climb on Estate? 
29/11/1961, p. 40.

Surfers Paradise International Raceway in 
1966.
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CHAPTER Chatter
BUNDABERG CHAPTER

On the Road at Last - by Jacqui Mutton

I was so excited that we finally got the green 
light to hold a run – at last!!! And so were 
a whole heap of fellow clubbers.  So, with 
no further ado, 23 of us in an assortment 
of vehicles, headed out of Bundy down 
the black track towards Gin Gin.  It was so 
absolutely invigorating to feel the wind on 
your face and the sweet smell of eucalyptus 
and wattle once again.  Aaagh!  freedom  - 
never to be taken for granted again.

Stopping at the pleasurable rest area just 
north of the vibrant little town of Gin Gin 
it was reassuring to see the whole crew 
adhering to social distancing and staying 
within a group of 10.  Well done guys.

After morning tea and a good chin wag with 
old mates,  it was time to hit the tarmac 
again.  Back through Gin Gin and down the 
road a few kilometres we took a left turn 
through the little hamlet of Bulyard and down 
a meandering road built for little sports cars.  
We finally arrived at the Bucca Rowers 
Club on the Kolan River, home of the 
Olympic Rowing Team.  What a delightful 
spot for lunch and no concerns about social 
distancing here as all were so enthralled 
with the view of the river that chairs and 
eskys were set up in front of their vehicles.  

Though we all agreed that we could have 
stayed much longer, it was time to fire up the 
beast and point in the direction of home.

It was not only great to get back on the road 
again, more importantly it was so good to 
share in each other’s company once again.  
Thanks everyone for a memorable day.
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CHAPTER Chatter CHAPTER Chatter
CAPRICORN CHAPTER

Byfield Bash (1st run post COVID-19 eased 
Stage 2 restrictions)

Run report 14th June 2020 

Coordinator: Jim Armstrong 
Assistant co-ordinator: Clare Lynam 
Run Committee: Jo Emmert & Phil Henry

After calling for expressions of interest for 
our 1st run after the COVID-19 restrictions 
were eased to stage 2, an overwhelming 
response by Capricorn Chapter members 
meant that we had to have two groups of 
MGers on Sunday’s run - one group from 
Rockhampton and the other from Yeppoon. 
As it turned out the groups were almost 
equal in numbers with 17 (people) from 
Rocky and 15 (people) from Yeppoon.

The Rocky group lead by Clare and Jo 
were held up initially as one member (who 
shall remain nameless) did not show up on 
time but as the skies looked ominous it was 
assumed he had decided to stay home and 
so the Rocky group departed. As it turned 
out, he had a sleep in (unintentional) and 
he then flooded his MGA in his panic to get 
it started. But never mind, he caught up 
with his group at Waterpark Creek Picnic 
grounds. Good to see you made it anyway, 
John. 

After the Rocky group had not long got 
under way, there was a second short 
interlude as another member, famous for 
fixing broken MGs and Chevys on the side 
of the road during our previous runs, had a 
small difference of opinion with Mr Lucas on 
his MG. Being absolutely aware of what the 
problem was, with the use of a small piece 
of tape and a fuse replacement, they were 

all on the road again without any further 
ados. The Group all arrived at the Woodbury 
Rural Fire station for their rendezvous with 
the Yeppoon mob, albeit a little late.  

Meantime, the Yeppoon mob were waiting 
at the Woodbury Rural Fire Station but no 
one cared, especially when Trevor Andersen 
turned up with his very freshly restored 1954 
MGTF ex Don Madden, an old mate and 
chapter member who passed several years 
ago. Trevor has done a magnificent job of 
restoring the TF. A real credit to you Trevor; 
Don would be proud.

Anyway the Rocky crowd had now arrived 
at Woodbury Rural Fire Brigade and the 
greetings resembled a flock of birds all 
going up to each other and waving their 
elbows at each other like wings rather than 
the usual handshakes and hugs. I miss that 
bit actually. After a short address it was off 
to Waterpark Creek Picnic area and, as 
luck happened, we had the total area all to 
ourselves.

As the two groups sorted themselves out 
with tables and seating, we called the 
groups together for the run committee to 
“model” our Capricorn Chapter Shirts, Caps, 
Hats and Jackets which were well received 
by the members present. Jo and Clare 
did most of the work, running around and 
generally organising the regalia which is 
now available for purchase. Well done girls, 
the regalia looks very smart indeed.

Jo and Clare will be sending out details on 
styles, pricing and where to purchase. A 
local vendor in Rockhampton has agreed 
to supply on an ‘as required’ basis and 
purchases will made directly through the 
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vendor. It was then that Jo administered 
the playing of her poker run and the rusty 
door prizes. The poker run was won by Phil 
Henry closely beating Ian Hamilton, both 
with full hands; the rusty door prizes were 
won by Robbie Galloway, Terry Dwyer, 
Neville Funch and the lady organiser herself, 
Jo Emmert. (think it was rigged?)

Ok, all that over, a long and leisurely smoko 
followed and by now the skies were blue so 
nobody was in hurry to leave. All present 
obviously missed their mates through the 
restrictions, but like all good things time 
dictated that we should press on. Some 
decided to go home, others decided to go 
to Yeppoon foreshore for a “fish and chips” 
lunch. Totally casual and non-organised, a 

reasonable number of members enjoyed 
their lunch there. 

But it didn’t stop there as a few then wanted 
to go around to the Marina for a nice cup of 
coffee. 

Today’s run, as all attended would agree, 
was totally enjoyable.

Those in attendance from Rockhampton 
were;  Clare Lynam, Jo Emmert, Terry 
Dwyer and Anne Burbidge, Robbie and Gary 
Galloway, Phil & Pam White, Tom & Janelle 
Coe, Robert Holbeck, Neville Funch, John 
Rowe, Brian & Glennis Russell (Biloela) and 
Laurie Chetter and Beth Dunlop. 
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CHAPTER Chatter
WHITSUNDAYS CHAPTER

Report 14th June 2020

MG car display at Mackay Marina 
followed by social run north to Seaforth 

by Richard Collier

With public restrictions associated with 
the pandemic COVID-19 continually being 
reviewed and restrictions unshackled, 
Chapter members were confident they 
could resume limited activities and remain 
in full compliance with the law.  After 
what appeared to be an eternity, Chapter 
members were keen to get out and about 
and blow out the cobwebs.  

The forecast for the day was for a high 
probability of showers but the group 

decision was that the run go ahead, weather 
permitting.  A weather condition check at 
0500hours on the morning gave little hint 
that at 0600hours the whole district would 
be engulfed in “pea soup” fog conditions so 
a hot day was on the cards.  

As the cars began arriving, the Marina 
precinct was noticeably quiet, and it soon 
became apparent that “Covered in Chrome” 
would not be resuming this month.  Five 
cars were on display namely MGF (Jim & 
Lorna Forest); MGBGT (John & Sue Evetts); 
MGRV8 (Roger & Lesley Green); XJS 
Jaguar V12 (Tony Wall) and MGF (Richard & 
Lynn Collier).  Bob Evetts also provided his 
support on the day, his car (orange MG B 
roadster) is currently located in Melbourne.  
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The group dispersed around 0820 hrs and 
agreed to re-group at the Mount Pleasant 
Greenfields carpark for a 0900 hrs departure 
for Seaforth, 48km north east of Mackay.  
We were joined by an MGY (Col & Fay 
Robinson) and a Porsche 911 (Rod Pacey) 
on the run north to Seaforth where we met 
up with an MGF driven by north region 
Chapter member Ross Chisholm.  

The run up the Bruce Highway to The Leap 
was uneventful with light traffic encountered, 
the MGF setting the pace and the MGY 
managing the rear.  Seaforth is a sleepy 
beachfront town with a large proportion of 
permanent residents and is one of the most 
popular recreational fishing destinations in 
the Mackay Region.  It is ideally located to 

launch a boat to explore the beautiful Newry 
Island group.  

Upon arrival in Seaforth we parked the 
cars in the shade of large mango trees and 
almost immediately there was a steady 
stream of visitors as the cars soon became 
the focus of many questions, in particular 
the Jaguar XJS V12 two door.  Following 
some “natter and chatter” covering a 
wide range of topics, members began to 
disperse and go their separate ways while 
others tasted the local takeaways on offer.  
A successful post pandemic COVID-19 
car rally had been executed within the 
confines of the approved pandemic 
restrictions.  	
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June Midweek Runs
After the lack of runs because of the Virus 
restrictions, it was decided to have two 
runs on this occasion with a maximum 
participation of 20 to keep within the 
confines of the current rules.  This proved 
very successful as the bookings for the 
runs filled very quickly and then everyone 
enjoyed the runs planned by Bruce Bayliss 
and Errol Hoger.

Midweek Run to Real Milk Robotic Dairy  
By Errol Hoger  
Photos by Jeff Heslewood

The day started with Morning Tea at Jubilee 
Park at Beaudesert. A perfect Queensland 
day for the first run since covid, cold clear 
sunny sky gave us a good day for the run. 
Traffic on the way was extra heavy because 
of road works upgrading Beaudesert Road 
to service all the new housing estates being 
established throughout the area - I would 
say well overdue. Need to keep this in mind 
for any future runs through Beaudesert.

4 MGs and 6 others made up the group 
giving us the COVID-19 allowance of 20 
participants.

Brenda Dennis and family were waiting 
to welcome us when we arrived. After the 
sign in procedure we were given a first 
class informative talk on Robotic Dairy life. 
The Dairy consists of 4 robots that milk the 
cows 3 times a day. The milk produced has 
several uses from feeding the calves to 
being pasteurised and  bottled on site. After 
purchasing milk, cheese, and yoghurt we 
moved on to the lunch stop at Stinson Park 
, Christmas Creek. The camping area was 
busy but there was plenty of space for us to 
practice our distancing . We set up beside 
the creek on a well kept picnic area for a 
good old chin wag.

Until next time, see you on the road.    
Errol & Wendy
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Participants were: Errol and Wendy Hoger 
MGB; Neil and Margaret Taylor MGB; 
B Purvis & D Robinson Merc’; Neil & 
Penny Summerson Merc; Greg & Rhonda 
Hannant MG3;Neil Robson & Kate BMW; 
Jeff and Pay Heslewood  Subaru; Ray & 
Sue Edwards& D Davies Overlander; Gary 
Lawrence MGBGT; Bruce Mutch and Ken 
Craig; Subaru 

Midweek run to Mt Mee 
Report by Bruce Bayliss 
Photos by Malcolm Campbell

After being locked down and a limit of only 
20 participants allowed,  it was wonderful to 
get away on a run in our favourite cars on 
such a beautiful day.

Starting at the Keperra picnic grounds at 
9.30am we headed off to “The Gantry” 
located in the D’Aguilar National Park, 
Mt Mee Section for morning tea via 
Samford and Dayboro. On such a 
beautiful Queensland winter’s day with the 
countryside being nice and green, the drive 
was not only fun but very scenic.

At “The Gantry”, which is a truly lovely 
place in the winter sun for morning tea, we 

enjoyed Birthday celebrations for David 
Miles and Trevor Jones with a lovely cake 
kindly supplied by Joy Jones.

We then proceeded to Cormorant Bay 
at Wivenhoe Dam via Woodford, Kilcoy 
and Esk.  The roads were clear and again 
everyone enjoyed a great run in the winter 
sun. We were fortunate to secure plenty 
of space in the picnic area for a lovely 
lunch with the sun glistening on the waters 
of Wivenhoe Dam. It was very pleasant. 
Lots of chat with a great group of folk who 
were all enjoying a well-earned break from 
lockdown. Being a northside run ending 
at Wivenhoe, it gave members options for 
their drive home after lunch. Northsiders 
could enjoy a run back over Mt Glorious 
and Southsiders home via Fernvale and the 
Ipswich Motorway.

Participants were: Trevor and Joy Jones; 
Camaro: John and Pat Walker: MGA: 
Kay Hawley and Michael Garratty: MX5: 
Lloyd and Karen Thompson: MGB: Dennis 
and Diana Kelly: MX5: Kerry and Val 
Horgan; MX5:Peter and Carol LeFranke: 
MG6:Malcolm Campbell and Kathy:VW Golf 
GT; David Miles and Bruce Bayliss: MG 
GT:Barry Lutwyche: MGB: Jan Burke: MGB
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or by email to vprojects@internode.on.net

Hillclimbs

Jim Scott
Membership Secretary

on 0411 601 711
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