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ABOVE – ‘THAT WAS THEN’ The line-up at Kemp Place waiting for the start of the first 
social run held by MGCCQ in November 1954 (Photo from the Club archive)
BELOW – ‘THIS WAS NOW’ The recreation of the 1954 line-up was held at the same 
place and was photographed by Mark Wellard.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
 Name	 Phone	 Mobile	 Email

PRESIDENT
James Scott		  0411 601 711	 jim@thenetworkpeople.com.au
VICE PRESIDENT
Ken Wasley (Barbara)	 0408 753 421 	 0423 152 723 	 wasmg11@gmail.com	
SECRETARY
Malcolm Spiden	 3266 6350		  spidenm@yahoo.com.au
TREASURER
Carly Mattea (Richard)	 3325 0409	 0410 310 452	 moffmat@bigpond.com
COMMITTEE
Don Webster (Ann)	 3379 2566 	 0439 526 060 	 donweb@bigpond.net.au	
Flavio Paggiaro (Sue)		  0412 985 916	 admin@kellands.com.au
Chrystellee Semple 		  0468 300 660 	 chrystelleesemplem.g@gmail.com
Matt Johnson 		  0402 314 947	 mdj78@outlook.com 

OFFICIALS
 Position	 Name	 Phone              Position		      Name	               Phone	

Event Secretary 	 Annette Truscott	 0407 494 867
	 Benn Gregory	 0418 746 673 
Ev. Sec. Asst.	 David Robinson	 3255 9037
	 Richard Mattea	 3325 0409
Motorsport Australia Delegate	 Chris McMahon  	
	 christopher.mcmahon@live.com.au
Club Captain	 Don Webster	 3379 2566 
Canteen Convener (Mt C)	 VACANT
Special Interest Vehicle	 Paul Strange	 3398 1993
Concession Contact	 pstrange@bigpond.com
Webmistress	 Glenda Crew	 3341 4397
Clubrooms                           Max Johnson               3201 5836
Regalia	 Shaun Rankin 	 0402 450 290

Octagon Editor	 Elaine Hamilton	 3893 2438	 0418 870 782		 vprojects@internode.on.net

All enquiries to the secretary:	                      Headquarters: 8/16 Collinsvale Street, Rocklea
C/o GPO Box 1847 Brisbane 4001                     E & OE Hillclimb: Gramzow Road, Mt Cotton
The opinion of the editor, correspondents and advertisers expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the management 
committee of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc. and as such the club accepts no responsibility. Published six times a year members 
personal advertisements are free. Club constitution available in clubrooms. Copyright 2020 MGCCQ.

Library	 David Robinson	 3255 9037
Point Score	 Ian Fettes	 3803 3858
Membership Sec.	 Jim Scott	 0411 601 711
National Meeting	 Cathy Bartley                 	0417646747 
Co-ordinator	 cathy_bartley@hotmail.com
Chapter Liaison	 David Miles	 3892 2699
Far Nth Qld Chapter	 John Fransen	 0448 658 830
Wide Bay Chapter	 David Hall	 0407 573 326
Bundaberg & Dist Chapter 	 David Cook	 0491278347
Darling Downs Chapter	 Glen Hadfield	 0430 055 192   
Capricorn Chapter	  Jim Armstrong	 0417 544 222 
Whitsundays Chapter	 Richard Collier (Interim) 	0418 792 766
Midweek Run Coordinator	 Jeff Heslewood (Pat)	 3390 6395
	 (Jeff) 04887 790 211	 (Pat) 0408 799 611
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President’s Report
The last few months have been rather busy in the life 
of the Club since my being elected the Club President.  
The highlights have been the Day Run, October 11, 
to Kholo Gardens in commemoration of the 90th 
Anniversary of MGCC (UK) and  being part of the Wide 
Bay Combined Chapter Meeting’s (WBCCM) Sunday 
Dinner, Monday Breakfast and Chapter co-ordinators 
meeting at Hervey Bay.      

Congratulations to the organisers of both successful 
events and to the members who supported them.  
Both events are well reported in this issue.The Club’s  
speed event programmes have continued under strict 
COVID-Safe guidelines.  

The Australian Hillclimb Championship was due to be 
hosted by the Club in November but this was cancelled 
due to the borders not being open and so the weekend 
was re-purposed into the COVID Cup as an almost 
defiant retort to the disruption of the pandemic on our 
lives.  

It is encouraging to see competitors coming out to 
these events (and others) as lockdowns are reduced 
and the assurance of safe practices reduces the health 
risks.  

The organising committee and volunteers do a terrific 
job in working together to ensure the success of these 
events.  
I extend to them my appreciation on behalf of the Club.  
The last speed event of the year was held November 
28-29 with a suitable send off to 2020.  

The new calandar for speed events in 2021 includes 
the return of the Hillclimb Series, the QHC, the AHC 
and a number of multiclub events at Mount Cotton.
Administratively, the Management Committee has 
been working through the issues surrounding the 
pandemic restrictions and planning is well advanced 
for the coming year.  

Following on from the Special Meeting held in 
September, the amended Constitution has been 

approved by the Office of Fair Trading and is now in 
effect.  

This represents a positive move forward for the future 
of the Club.  Membership fees for 2021 are staying 
the same.  Country membership is now recognised 
outside a 100 km radius from the Brisbane GPO. 2021 
Membership this year will be completed online as will 
any new registrations.  

You should have received an email with instructions on 
how to complete this.  If not, contact the membership 
secretary -  membership@mgccq.org.  Members with 
no regisistered or valid email address will receive their 
membership renewal notices in the mail.  Please take 
the time to validate your personal and vehicle details 
when renewing your membership. 
An error was identified in the Club’s Financial 
Statements for the year end 30/6/2020.  The amended 
and audited accounts are published in this edition of 
the Octagon for your record.
I would like to call out for anyone within the Club 
who would like to assist the Club in its marketing and 
public relations area.  There is a need for the Club 
to be proactive in promoting itself both to the wider 
Community and internally within the Club.  The same 
approach is needed for the events we run too.

There are also opportunities to learn how to be a 
sports promoter and run quality events.  The Club is 
able to provide training and experience in this area.  
If either of these facets are of interest to you, please 
contact me to discuss.

As the 2020 year comes to a close, I would like to 
thank all club members for their enduring patience 
during this year with its constant interruption and 
restrictions.  Having had a fine Christmas Party at the 
Clubhouse celebrating the year’s end,  I wish to extend 
to you and your families a joyous Christmas and my 
sincere wishes for a better 2021.   Stay safe and I look 
forward to meeting you all at the various Club events in 
the coming year.  

- Jim Scott, President

Ross Kelly 	       Ross Kelly 	       3352 41513352 4151

MG ZR, ZS, ZTMG ZR, ZS, ZT                           Ken Wasley                                                         Ken Wasley                              0423 15 27 230423 15 27 23
0407 364 5430407 364 543

Mark Wellard                        0413 227 319
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Some Words from Elaine
With this issue, we temporarily put the 
pandemic behind us and resume, thanks 
to some great correspondents, with the 
usual variety of articles and reports which 
includes photos from the first Combined 
Chapter get together. 

This one  hosted by the Wide Bay 
Chapter with the major roles being 
taken on by their very hard-working and 
enthusiastic Coordinators, Lyn Haywood 
and David Hall. 

There is also a report on our Club’s 
contribution to the 90th anniversary of 
the foundation of the first MG Car Club 
-– now also known as the Home Centre or 
the MG Car Club of the UK with the well-
planned and well-attended ‘reproduction’ 
of elements of the very first day run held 
by MGCCQ way back in 1954.
 
There is also a technical article from 
Bruce Ibbotson plus reports of social runs 
including the October midweek run. I’m 
sure our readers would like to see more 
of these technical reports so please don’t 
hesitate to send along a report on any job 
you’ve undertaken on your MG which may 
be helpful to others.  

There were other promised articles which 
didn’t make the deadline so these will be 
held over to the January issue. 

Also included is an introduction to another 
new member of Committee though 
regular hillclimb participants would know 
her very well – she is Jo Reinke who has 
taken on the job of Assistant Secretary to 

take some load off Malcolm Spiden who 
continues as Secretary. 

Understandably there has not been as 
much Chapter activity as during normal 
times but nevertheless all 6 Chapter 
coordinators managed to organise 
appropriate activities for their members 
and most Chapters had representatives 
at the All Chapter get together in Wide 
Bay. 

There are plans for this event to be a 
regular occurrence with the responsibility 
for organisation being shared between 
Chapters maybe on a rotation basis.

The real highlight is an account of 
another MG motoring adventure by Ross 
and Shez Letten in company with David 
and Laurel Godwin – travelling partners 
in many adventures but this one had the 
unusual goal of reaching the ‘Tip’ as their 
eventual destination giving their story the 
captivating title of “A Trip to the Tip”. 

As usual, this is a great account with 
good photographic support of a run which 
opened the eyes of those who witnessed 
them along the way to the ability of 
classic MGs to cope with a wide range 
of motoring circumstances. We can only 
wonder on what they have planned for 
their next trip!  

Best wishes to you all for Christmas and 
the New Year. The next issue will be the 
Jan 2021 issue with the closing date for 
contributions being New Years Eve.
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Notice Board
COMING EVENTS 

FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
Subject to change depending on any virus restrictions being applied. 

Please check the online calendar
DECEMBER 
4	 Last Noggin’n’Natter for 2020

6	 Club’s Christmas Party -- Format etc yet to 
be determined. Clubrooms then close for the 
Christmas break.

JANUARY 2021 
15	 Clubroom reopen for first Noggin ‘n’ Natter of 

2021

MEET YOUR NEW 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBER, JO 
REINKE
Let me introduce 
myself, my name is 
Joanne – but I only 
get called that when 
I am in trouble.  
Everyone knows 
me as Jo – which I 
much prefer. I was 
born and raised in 
the Redlands. 

Growing up 
watching motor 
racing, it was a 

dream of mine to someday be in a racecar of 
my own. I never thought that it would become 
reality.  Fast forward to 2014 and my amazing 
hubbie made my dream come true!  Not many 
people know but in 2014 I had a big health 
scare, being diagnosed with Transverse 
Myelitis, which put things into perspective and 
made me re-evaluate my life. 

We attended Mt Cotton to spectate one 
weekend and got speaking with a few of the 
drivers and signed up to the MGCCQ and 
for the next Come and Try. in the lead up 
Karl found an Excel (affectionately known as 

Ralphie) at the abandoned vehicle auction down 
the Gold Coast which we secured for $300. We 
made some changes and registered him ready 
for the Come & Try. We had such an awesome 
time that we went home and submitted our CAMs 
License Applications.

Karl and I purchased an i30N that we are looking 
forward to doing more track days in at Mt Cotton. 

I am all about giving back to the Club and helping 
out wherever I can.  With the help of Annette 
I obtained my Officials License so that I could 
assist with paperwork at events and also with 
Peter & Mary in Scrutineering. Hence when Jim 
approached me with regards to the Assistant 
Secretary’s position I didn’t hesitate in saying 
yes.  I am really looking forward to working with 
the Committee and seeing where the next year 
takes us.

Away from the track I work full time in a Project 
Admin / Workplace Health & Safety Advisor role 
for a local BMS company in Capalaba. I have 
over 20 years’ experience within the Construction 
& Recruitment Sectors. In my spare time I love 
making jewellery – which I have donated in the 
past for The Club Christmas Party Raffles etc.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to the 
Club and wish them a long and happy association 
with it.
 Christopher Buckman	 Coorparoo
Robert McLeod	 Urangan
Lyn McLeod	 Urangan
Alan Grant	 Poona
Pamela James	 Poona
David Wands	 Acacia Ridge
Noel Cochrane	 Seventeen Mile Rocks
Karen O’Neill	 Toowoomba
James Robb	 Mackay
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SUNDAY, 20 September 2020 - Run to Trevor and Joy Jones’s home for morning tea.

There were not many takers for the offer of 
either morning tea or afternoon tea at the 
Jones’ residence near Rosewood but those 
who went enjoyed the drive there and back, 
the good company and food and drink there, 

the tour of their workshop and memorabilia 
collection. Those who went were Pat and 
John Walker (MGB GT V8) and Jeff and Pat 
Heslewood and Vern and Elaine Hamilton. 
(Suburu WRX).

At home with the Joneses

Letter to the Editor
Dear Ms. Hamilton,
Recently I came across an article that might 
be of interest to members. It refers to what 
is called a Bimini top which to all intents and 
purposes appears to be a tonneau cover but 
is attached to the top of the windscreen and 
supported by a frame behind the seats.
 
I considered this for my vehicle given the 
very hot summers we have in Brisbane and 
the fact the item is manufactured in Florida - 

a very warm area of the US.
I have no commercial interest in said 
item but thought it worthy of circulation to 
relevant networks.

Should any member require further 
information I can be contacted by email at  
keep56feet@gmail.com or  
phone 0437 328 818.

Yours Sincerely, Andrew Woods 
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Joint Chapter Get Together
As the time of this Octagon being sent to 
the printer/publisher and with the deadline 
for material so close to the event, the 
only reports to come in so far are visual 
reports of (1) the preparation and set-up 
for the event and the registration.  Those 
of you who are familiar with National 

Meetings will see that Lyn and David of 
Wide Bay Chapter have followed the same 
procedures.

These first 6 photos were taken as work 
was underway for participants’ arrival and at 
their registration for the event.
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VALE 
Gregory George Newey

23 June 1944 – 14 September 2020
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On 14th September, long term MGCCQ 
member Greg Newey was tragically killed 
in a car accident in Warwick.  His wife, 
Beth, was seriously injured in the crash.   
Known for his integrity, kindness and 
courage, Greg was a well-respected long-
term resident and community leader in 
Warwick.  

Described locally as “an icon”, Greg was 
a great car enthusiast and world class 
sportsman.

Born in Newcastle, Greg was introduced 
to cars, and MGs in particular, early on 
through his big brother, Jeff.  At 17, with 
Jeff’s help, Greg rebuilt a TC wreck and 
the two brothers had matching red TCs.  
His love of classic cars lasted his lifetime 
– his garage still includes the MG TC, an 
MGB GT, Austin Healey, Mk I Jaguar and 
XY GT Falcon.

Greg was also introduced to clay target 
shooting around the age of 14, and 
he was later to become a world class 
Olympic champion shooter. 

Also, as a teenager, Greg met Elizabeth 
Price who was to become his childhood 
sweetheart, wife and lifelong partner.  
Beth’s father was a newsagent and Greg 
was convinced to buy a newsagency in 
Canberra where he and Beth resided until 
1970 when they moved to Warwick to 
take up another newsagency opportunity.  
This also coincided with the purchase of 
his XY GT Falcon which he also used to 
deliver papers in Warwick.  No doubt, a 
unique paper delivery.

After selling the newsagency, Greg 
became owner of Warwick Outdoor and 
Sports and this provided the opportunity 
to further his earlier interest in guns. Greg 
was well known for specialising in high 
quality firearms and buyers came from far 
and wide to make purchases.

Greg retired in 2008 and this provided 
him the time to pursue his love of 
cars, and to continue his own love of 
shooting.  

Over the years, Greg had won many 
championships across the country, 
including Australian championships, 
and had represented his country five 
times, winning a gold medal at the 
World Cup in Lonato, Italy.

Greg was a long-term member of the 
MGCCQ and consistent contributor 
to the Darling Downs chapter, often 
organising events.  

Each year, he helped organise, and 
encouraged members’ participation 
in, the Warwick Jumpers and Jazz 
car show.  He continued to take much 
pleasure out of each of his cars.

Greg brought much energy and 
commitment to his business and also 
had a strong, long term commitment to 
friendship and his community.  

He was president of the Warwick Gun 
Club for a total of 23 years, but his 
contributions were broad, including 
the Masonic Lodge, RSL Treasurer, 
Chamber of Commerce President, 
Warwick Information Centre President, 
the Clay Target Club and Rotary.

Above all, Greg was known for his 
commitment to his family. Throughout 
his life, he took much pleasure out 
of supporting and encouraging his 
children, Anthony and Cherie, along 
with his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

Greg will be greatly missed by his 
family, his community and members of 
the MG Car Club.
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Noggin‘n’Natter 
The next event was a Noggin ‘n’ Natter and 
the following photos show the numbers 

attending and the camaraderie at the 
function.  

at the Joint Chapter Get Together
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by Don Webster

To celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 
formation of the MG Car Club in England, 
our club (MGCCQ) organised a day run with 
a difference.  Because we are recognising 
‘beginnings’ it seemed appropriate to 
link it to the beginning of our own club in 
Brisbane.  

The first event held for the newly formed 
club was a day run to Picnic Point in 
Toowoomba.  

This was held on Sunday 28th November 
1954 and left from Ann Street outside All 
Hallows School, as shown in the photo 
taken on the day.

So, in an attempt to recreate the photo, a 
call was sent out to T typers (as that was all 
there was in 1954).  

And they responded, as shown in the 
modern photo.  In a mark of respect for 
these older machines, and because it is 66 
years since that first run, a closer venue 
was selected.  
Our run started at Mowbray Park on the 
banks of the Brisbane River, and finished 
at Kholo Gardens, also on the banks of the 
Brisbane River.

Of course, the run was open to all club 
members, and a wide variety of vehicles 
found their way to the final venue to enjoy 

The MG Car ClubThe MG Car Club
90th Anniversary90th Anniversary
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lunch in perfect weather.

Participants were (in order for the photo):-
TC	 Dick and Pat Sorensen 
MGY	 Grahame and Wendy Amy
TF	 Andrew Mansfield
TC	 Terry and Lyn Jones
TC	 Jerry Dietrich
TD	 Don Webster
TD	 Ross and Shez Letten
TD	 Grahame Moore
P type	 Barry and Julie Evans
And also on the run were:-
MGBV8	 John and Pat Walker
MGA	 Dino and Margaret Mattea

THE CARS AT THE MEETING PLACE AT MOWBRAY PARK AND ON THEIR RIVER CROSSING  
photos by Ken Wasley

MGB	 Malcolm Spiden
MGC	 Mark Wellard
MGB	 Shaun Rankin
MGF	 Flavio and Tessa Paggiaro
MGB	 Alex Cairney
MG3	 Greg and Rhonda Hannant
MGA	 Paul Hartley and Ann Stamford
MGB	 Ray and Ruth Coulin
MGBV8	 Anne and Clive Mulder
MGZT	 Jim Scott and Hayley Ritchie
MGTF	 Ken Wasley
MGA	 Lyell Blackman and Maree Sullivan
MGZA	 Ian and Karen Fettes
Jensen Healey	Ian and Kay Wells
Honda	 Vern and Elaine Hamilton
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THE CARS AT KHOLO GARDENS – photos by Elaine Hamilton
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by Bruce Ibbotson 

In April 2019 I thought it would be time 
to replace my excellent 370 CCA [Cold 
Cranking Amps] Century-Yuasa DIN 44L MF 
battery before Winter as it was 7 years 8 
months since I fitted it. 

Checking to see what the Century-Yuasa 
batteries current model was I found an even 
more powerful battery that was smaller than 
the DIN 44L and would easily fit without any 
modification into the battery box. 

This new 410 CCA battery is an NS40ZLSX  
MF (maintenance free) and has a 36 month 
warranty. The battery is made at the Wacol 
Century-Yuasa facility. 

It did not require me to make a hold down 
section of aluminium  angle as I had to make 
for the DIN44L battery. 

I bought this new battery at Autobarn one 
Saturday with their 30% off deals for $118-
30 so it is very cost effective and has a CCA 
capacity of 410 Amps, 40 Amps more than 
the 370 CCA DIN44L. 

The photos show the battery fitted into the 
driver’s side battery box and held in position 
with a 1 metre long 25 mm wide tie down 
strap from Bunnings. I needed to fill in the 
section between the ‘L’ shaped rubber front 
and rear mounts to the same level as the 
rubber. Then the battery simply sits against 
the front rubber and the tie down strap goes 
under the battery box and around the battery 
tying the battery into position. 

 

Small 12 volt 
battery to 
easily fit 
MGBs
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2020 was meant to have been the year 
for another iconic trip: five MGs departing 
Bangkok in early April bound for Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Laos, China, including Everest 
Base Camp on the Tibetan side and 
Kyrgyzstan. The plan was then to leave the 
cars in storage in Kyrgyzstan over-winter 
and return to drive on through the Stans, 
Russia, the Baltic States and Europe to 
arrive in time for the 100th Anniversary of 
MG. But of course we had to pull the plug 
on that just seven weeks before departure 
date.

So in May in anticipation of travel 
restrictions across Australia being eased, 
Dave Godwin suggested a Plan B which 
envisaged a start point at Byron Bay, 
the most eastern point of the Australian 
mainland, driving through the centre and 
finishing at Steep Point, the most western 
point of the Australian mainland. But of 
course COVID phase 2 restrictions put paid 
to that.

So enter Plan C which can be simply stated: 
Dave and Laurel Godwin in their 1961 
MGA “RIP” and Ross and Shez Letten in 
their 1978 rubber bumper “Blue B” would 
drive up to The Tip of Cape York, the most 
northern point of the Australian mainland.  

Day 1.  26/08/20. Brisbane to Goomeri  
250 kms

With RIP driving up from the Gold Coast 
and Blue B from Chelmer a convenient 
meeting point at the café at the top of Mt 
Nebo was agreed. Happily this gave Tony 
Slattery the opportunity to see us off in his 
lovely MG Y Tourer.

Map of our journey - Brisbane to Cape York and Return

The Trip to the Tip
by Ross and Shez Letten
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And then quite by chance Ross Kelly 
happened by in his 1933 Aston-something-
or-other (actually it’s a beautiful car, it’s just 
that I’m jealous)!

Day 2.  27/08/2020.  Goomeri to Biloela  
336 kms

On arrival in Biloela we experienced 
our first snag when Blue B burst a new 
bottom radiator hose at the heater T piece. 
Fortunately this was speedily replaced with 
a spare and we enjoyed the rest of the 
evening in the company of Wayne Kirwan 
and Megan Perret who had driven over to 
meet us.

(We also popped in to see them for a 
welcome cuppa and snack at their home in 
Gympie on our return from The Tip).

Day 3.  28/08/2020.  Biloela to Emerald  
298 kms

On the way to Emerald we took the 
opportunity to visit Old Rainworth Fort, just 
south of Springsure. This was built in 1862 
as protection against aboriginal attack. 
The fort was fireproof and very nearly 
impregnable, being constructed of basalt 
blocks and corrugated iron. The caretakers, 
Colleen McLaughlin and her sister Lorna 
Smith, have managed Rainworth Fort since 
1980. Colleen was much enamoured with 
the two MGs and insisted on having her 
picture taken with them.

She volunteered that she had never seen 
such beautiful cars at the Fort before. 
Clearly a very discerning lady.

Tony Slattery with Blue B and RIP Ross Kelly’s MG with Laurel looking on

Visit to Old Rainworth Fort with Colleen McLaughlin
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Day 4   29/08/2020.  Emerald to Charters 
Towers  478 kms

At our motel in Charters Towers the 
following evening it was RIP’s turn to spit 
the dummy with a slow puncture – truck 
tyres at that. A Pump My Ride aerosol that 
Dave had previously bought from Repco got 
him going again – albeit temporarily.

Day 5. 30/08/2020.  Charters Towers to 
Undara Lava Tubes 353 kms 

According to the marketing spiel: “The 
Undara Lava Tubes were created about 
190,000 years ago when a staggering 23 
cubic kilometres of lava flowed into a river 
bed and kept flowing for 160km, making it 
the world’s longest lava flow from a single 
volcano. Huge caves, some over 21m wide 
and up to 10m high, have formed in places 
along the tubes.”  Very impressive. 

Less impressive although also in the form 
of a tube was our accommodation for the 

night: a converted railway carriage which 
was quaint but a bit lacking in privacy! 

Day 6.  31/08/2020.  Undara to Cairns via 
Gillies Highway (Blue B on her own)  285 
kms

This was meant to have been a relaxing 
day with lunch at friends of the Godwins 
on the Atherton Tableland. However Blue 
B thought otherwise with the failure of 
the hazard flasher unit which, due to the 
byzantine wiring configuration, prevented 
the direction indicators operating. So I was 
forced to spend a couple of hours removing 
the ventilation system for access and using 
crude bits of bent wire to bypass the switch. 
Thereafter we temporarily split up with me 
driving down the exhilarating Gillies Range 
Road to collect Shez at Cairns airport. 

Shez and I then stayed overnight with 
Tony Basham, enjoying his company and 
admiring his magnificent workshop and 

Undara Lava Tubes Accommodation in Railway carriages

Tony Basham workshop and cars Dave  and Laurel in RIP arrive at Tony’s 
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cars, in particular his 1934 PA which has to 
be the most well-travelled Triple-M car in 
Australia. 

Day 7   1/09/2020.   Cairns to Mossman  
83 kms

In the morning Dave and Laurel arrived at 
Tony’s house in RIP and after refreshments 
we set off for Mossman stopping for lunch 
at Yorkey’s Knob.

Day 8   2/09/2020.  Mossman to Cape 
Tribulation 64 kms

A little sightseeing and walk at Mossman 
Gorge and a visit to Daintree Village where 
we met some intrepid guys on their off-road 
bikes who assured us there was no way we 
would get through the Bloomfield Track – 
not really what we wanted to hear… 

We crossed the Daintree Ferry en route to 
Cape Tribulation resisting the insistence of 
the ticket lady that we needed a return ticket 
because it’s not possible to go beyond Cape 
Tribulation in a 2WD vehicle. 

The picturesque Daintree forest featured 
lovely sealed roads that soon became a 
distant memory. 

Day 9   3/09/2020.  Rest Day at Cape 
Tribulation. Yippee!

An interesting visit to Daintree Forest 
Discovery Centre and surrounds. Beautiful 

beaches but frustratingly it’s not advisable 
to walk along the beach doing the sand 
between the toes bit, let alone swim, 
because of the salties. ‘Never smile at 
a crocodile…’ But we did experience a 
Cassowary Crossing……

Off road bikes Daintree village warning us about the 
Bloomfield Track

Blue B and Rip Drive through Daintree Forest

Cassowary Crossing
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Day 10  4/09/2020.  Cape Tribulation to 
Cooktown via the Bloomfield Track  103 
kms. 

Given all the doom-mongering we had 
received to date we approached Emmagen 
Creek, the first crossing on the Bloomfield 
Track with more than a little trepidation. 
However despite a bit of rain earlier that 
morning a reconnoitre of the stream in 

my best Crocs (to ward off the real ones 
obviously) revealed no more than ankle-
deep clear water so the crossing turned out 
to be quite straightforward.

On the beach at Cape Tribulation

Blue B starting  through creek

 Through the Bloomfield Track ..lunch Lions’s Den

Concerns with gradient in long hills in Bloomfield Track 

Bloomfield Track - checking depth creek by foot
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2 Trade Street
Ormiston  Q 4160

British Car Specialist & Rover T4 Diagnostics

Mal Ryan Ph: 0419 741 223  -  mspa.com@optusnet.com.au  -  Capalaba, Brisbane.  
Check out our website:  www.octopusgrip.com to find a distributor close to you.
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Our next concern was the gradient on the 
long hills that followed - 1.5 Km at 31% 
and 2km at 22%. However these too were 
more demanding in the anticipation than 
the actual event – a steady 3000rpm in first 
gear is all it took.

To celebrate our progress so far we stopped 
at the historic Lions Den Hotel for lunch. 
This has loads of character and we chatted 
with many of our fellow-travellers who were 
in similarly euphoric mood!  

Then back on the road to the Sovereign 
Resort Hotel in Cooktown.

Day 11. 5/09/2020. Rest Day in Cooktown. 
Yippee!

Cooktown is a delightful town with loads of 
history but the highlight for me (Ross) was 
the Cooktown Museum. Housed in the old 
Sisters of Mercy convent school built in 
1888 it features many artefacts including 
an original anchor and cannon from HMB 
Endeavour. It also relates the events 
that occurred when Lt. James Cook and 
his crew repaired their ship after running 
aground on the Great Barrier Reef on 11 
June 1770. The local Bama tribe were 
upset when Cook’s crew gathered 12 to 15 
turtles as food for their voyage. The Bama 
tried to persuade them to return the female 
turtles to the sea but their motives were 
misunderstood. The dispute became tense 
and involved Aboriginal people “smoking” 
the Endeavour party to “cleanse their land”. 
Cook’s party fired warning shots, one of 
which hit an Aboriginal person. They met 

at Reconciliation Rocks on 19 July 1770 
to reconcile their differences. According to 
Banks: “We sat down and they did so too 
about 100 yards from us. The little old man 
(tribal elder) now came forward carrying a 
lance with no point. We beckoned him to 
come. He then spoke to the others who all 
laid down their lances against a tree and 
leaving them, came forward likewise and so 
came quite (close) to us,” And according to 
Cook: “We now returned the darts (spears) 
we had taken from them which reconciled 
everything.” Held to be the first act of 
reconciliation in Australia.

We took the opportunity to put the cars up 
on the hoist for servicing and inspection 
at the local garage which revealed 
some worrying signs of wear in various 
suspension bushes in Blue B but fortunately 
no job-stoppers.

Day 12  6/09/2020. Cooktown to Laura 
142 kms

On leaving Cooktown we took the Battle 
Camp Road to the west. The name of 
the road comes from the gold rush days 
when the route was used by the miners 
to get from Cooktown to the Palmer River 
Goldfields. Attacks were frequent but the 

MGs checked at local garage  On Battle Camp Road, Ross checking for levels again
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Collage of town of Laura

Blue B and Rip going through the two different creeks on Battle Camp Road
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one that named the road occurred on 5 
November 1873 when a group of about 130 
European and Chinese miners was attacked 
by about 500 Aboriginal people. A bloody 
battle followed but most of the victims were 
Aboriginals who hadn’t expected the men 
they attacked to be armed with rifles.

The road is gravel but not a problem except 
that there are two rivers to cross which can 
be deep early in the dry season. In fact 
they were fine for our transit. We diverted 
briefly to view the tranquil Lake Emma and 
then the Old Laura Homestead which is 
an interesting old home complete with side 
buildings. 

At last some bitumen road and into the 
small village of Laura  - one street though 
providing a servo, general store, a tired 
looking hotel  and a fairly new motel where 
we were staying. 

We noticed a multitude of galahs on the 
road and only realised why later when the 
owner of the store fed them crushed corn – 
an evening ritual! 

Laura itself is a small township which was 
an important supply centre for the gold 
rush towns of Palmerville and Maytown in 
the 1870s. In 1887 an overland telegraph 
line was constructed through Laura and 
on to Cape York.  And with the roads to 
the Palmer so dangerous, a railway was 
built from Cooktown to Laura which was 
completed in 1888. 

The owner of our accommodation showed 
us his 1928 Austin 7 which still runs

Apparently in 1928 two New Zealanders, 
Hector MacQuarrie and Dick Mathews, also 
driving an Austin 7 successfully made the 
journey from Cairns to Cape York passing 
through Laura – the first car to do so. Which 
rather puts our trip in the shade given that 
the road conditions would have been far 
worse in 1928 and there would have been 
no alternative to the Old Telegraph Track. 
In the absence of the Jardine River ferry in 
those days, they had to build a raft and float 
the car across. Apparently they averaged 
six punctures a day. Now that’s a real 
achievement. Sadly the car was lost when 
the vessel Tahiti on which she was being 
shipped to America lost a prop shaft and 
sank.

And that’s not all – in 2015 Bev and Lang 
Kidby successfully drove the 1928 Austin 7 
“Daisy” on a re-enactment of the 1928 trip – 
see www.next-horizon.org for details of this 

Lady feeding the galahs 1928 Austin 7  Cairns to Cape York

2015  Re-enactment of 1928 Trip Austin ‘Daisy’
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and their other quite amazing adventures by 
air and land. A photo of the two Austins was 
taken at Laura in 2015. 

Day 13  7/09/2020.   Laura to Coen 248 
kms

As the distances between towns increased 
we often had  breakfast and lunch at 
interesting roadhouses en route, either 
former cattle station or telegraph stations

We stopped at the Hann River roadhouse 
for breakfast to be greeted by Ozzie the 
Emu who was apparently rescued on the 
roadside by the family 23 years ago and 
has become a fixture.

Lunch was at Musgrave Road House built 
as an overland telegraph station in 1887 
and named after Sir Anthony Musgrave who 
was Governor of Queensland from 1883 to 
1888. Called a repeater station, it had great 

banks of batteries and a generator to boost 
the power in the telegraph line. Musgrave is 
the only telegraph station in the peninsular 
that remains as the old wire has been 
replaced with modern microwave radio 
stations and optic fibre.

Shez felt entirely at home with the Brahman 
cattle as they reminded her of our time in 
Namibia! Brahman cattle were introduced 
into Far North Queensland in the 1950s 
because they proved best suited to the 
tropical conditions. Demand from the 
American hamburger market stimulated a 
revival in the beef industry over the next 
two decades. Extensive investment from 
the United States in several large cattle 
stations in the mid-sixties further boosted 
the prosperity of the pastoral industry. With 
the sudden drop in cattle prices in 1974 
and the introduction of the Brucellosis and 
Tuberculosis Eradication Program (BTEC) 
in the early 1980s, the pastoral economy of 
Cape York Peninsula declined again.

At Haan River Road House with Blue B, Laurel and 
Ozzie the Emu

Shez and a Brahman

At Musgrave Station

The lads in Blue B at Coen



The Octagon - November 2020 25

Coen is a small town on the Peninsular 
Developmental Road. Coen came into 
being in 1877 as a small fort  built by gold 
miners and prospectors as  1876   gold was 
discovered on the Coen River .

We stayed in the Exchange Hotel and Pub 
enjoying a fun afternoon and evening with a 
young couple whose young lads wished for 
a ride in RIP and Blue B.

Day 14  8/09/2020 Coen to Bramwell 
Station 231 kms

This section of the Peninsular Development 
Road is typically bumpy and has wash-outs 
and dust holes but interspersed with short 
stretches of tantalisingly beautiful bitumen. 

The Moreton Telegraph Station, located on 
the banks of the Wenlock River was part 

of the Cape York Telegraph Line and was 
completed in 1887. It is now a road house 
offering accommodation, local tours and 
stories of the old days.

The proprietor saw us arriving at the station 
and came to see us for a chat as she had 
been alerted on the Hann Station Facebook 
page that two little MG cars were heading 
north! 

Bramwell Station is the most northerly cattle 
station in Australia and offers a wide variety 
of services to the Cape York Peninsula. 
Located two hours North of Weipa or Archer 
River and four hours south of The Tip, the 
station is probably more famous now for 
its location – the start of the famous four-
wheel-driving challenge, the Old Telegraph 
Line track, and start of the Southern Bypass 
Road.
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Photos of the roads enroute’
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Day 15   9 /09/2020 Bramwell Station to 
Punsand Bay Resort at Cape York  241 
kms 

At about this time Blue B started leaking 
oil from the rear main oil seal which got 
progressively worse culminating in the 
need to add about one litre of oil per hour 
of driving. Coupled with anxiety about the 
front suspension bushes we were reluctant 
to attempt anything too demanding. So 
abject cowardice prevailed and we gave the 
Old Telegraph Track a miss and headed off 
down the Southern Bypass Road…

The Southern Bypass Road starts just 
north of Bramwell Junction and ends just 
south of Fruit Bat Falls. It is longer than the 
Northern Bypass Road and is often badly 
corrugated. However we were fortunate in 

Road construction crews working hard

At Musgrave Station

Fruit Bat Falls



The Octagon - November 202028



The Octagon - November 2020 29

that the road construction crews were out 
along a significant portion of the road which, 
although causing some delays, resulted in a 
far smoother surface.

The Road construction crews are based at 
Bramwell Station. 

Here is Blue B pushing her luck by 
attempting a free car wash behind the water 
truck. Naughty Blue B.

Feeling particularly dusty we visited the 
Fruit Bat Falls for a very welcome swim …

Thereafter we headed off up the Northern 
Bypass Road arriving at the Jardine River 
Ferry at 12:10 just in time for the lunch 
break until 13:00! Bugger! The return ticket 
is $100 per vehicle which probably makes 
it the most expensive ferry crossing in the 
world expressed in $ per metre traversed. 
On the other hand the alternative was not 
very inviting! 

And so on to Bamaga. We stopped at 
the BP servo to fill up and the manager 
could not believe her eyes. It transpired 
that she also ran the Explore Cape York 
Facebook page and shortly afterwards 
Dave and Laurel spotted this posting. We 
are not entirely sure of the condescending 
sentiment however…

Also in the excitement Dave drove off 
without paying for his petrol. The servo 
guessed we were heading for the Punsand 

Bay resort so RIP’s delinquency was swiftly 
reported to us on our arrival. But it was all 
taken in good part and Dave coughed up 
the cash a few days later on our return.

Welcoming Punsand bay after a long dusty 
day.

Day 16  10/09/2020 Punsand Bay Resort 
and the Trip to the Tip! 

Situated 5km west of “The Tip” of Cape 
York Australia, Punsand Bay Resort is 
the most northern address in Australia. It 
features a beautiful bay with blue waters, 
not swimmable of course, long beaches, a 
swimming pool and an abundance of wild 
life. Watching the sun set over the Arafura 
Sea with a beverage in hand is a beautiful 
experience.

We had a leisurely start to the day 
recovering from the rigours of the previous 
so only left the resort bound for the tip in 
late morning. 

Post in the Explore Cape York Facebook Page

Jardine River Ferry
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Arrive Punsand Bay at last!

Early am rest  at accommodation 
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The drive was only 14kms but surprisingly 
tough although traversing beautiful tropical 
rain forest. 4WD vehicles all over the shop. 
The chap in the lead Landy said to Dave 
that he’d never seen anything remotely like 
our MGs this far north in his 15 years as 
expedition leader. Not sure whether that 
was meant to be complimentary or not?

Nearly at PAJINKA (The TIP)

Big welcome by 4WD’s on arrival at the 
parking area. 

To get to the Tip from the car park involves 
a 20 minute hike over the rocks – at least 
that’s what they told us. In fact Shez and I 
took closer to 40 minutes in geriatric mode 
even with constant encouragement from 
the others doing the scramble. Anyway 
we made it, took the piccie but couldn’t 
immediately find the T shirt. At low water it’s 
apparently possible to walk back along the 
beach but I’d failed to do my homework on 
tide times beforehand. 

When we arrived back at the car park we 
received a huge welcome from the 4WD 
group who presented us each with an ice 
lolly which was most welcome.

Back at Punsand Bay we did a bit of fettling 
before an evening of celebration and 
frivolity.

Pajinka (The Tip) sign anticipation rising

Young in 4WD’s welcome us arriving at  
park area at the Tip

Pass a land rover expedition
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Day 17. 11/09/2020 Trip to Thursday 
Island 

This involves driving 14kms to the wharf at 
Seisia (named after the family members of 
the first Saibai elder Mugai Elu: Sagaukaz, 
Elu, Isua, Sunai, Ibuai, and Aken). And then 
a one hour passage on the Thursday Island 
ferry.

At only about 3.5 square kilometres, 
Thursday Island is one of the smallest 
of all Torres Strait Islands, but thanks to 

its sheltered location between the other 
islands, it has one of the longest histories 
and is today the most populated (about 
2,500 people) of all the islands in the Torres 
Strait. 

It is believed that Thursday Island was 
named by Captain William Bligh who sailed 
by on his trip from Tahiti to Batavia at the 
end of the 1700s. Pearls were discovered in 
the late 1860s, and by the 1870s Thursday 
Island had become a port for pearl and 
sea cucumber industries. In 1877, the 

The ONLY Crocodile we saw! Green Hill Fort on Thursday Island 
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administration of Torres Strait was moved 
from Somerset in northern Cape York to 
Thursday Island.

In 1893 the Green Hill Fort was built 
because of fears of a Russian invasion. 
The Japanese Pearl Memorial was built for 
the pearl divers who were killed in the early 
days of the pearling industry. During WWII 
Thursday Island was a base for military 
troops.

In all our time in FNQ the only Crocodile we 
saw was this one! 

Day 18   12/09/2020.    Punsand Bay to 
Bramwell Station 241 kms

This was the day that Dave put our hearts 
in our mouths. Having driven between 
Punsand Bay and Bamaga on three 
previous occasions we had got used to 
fording the Larradinya Creek which at this 
point just before Lockerbie is pretty brown 
and stagnant. On each occasion RIP had 
become slightly more adventurous with a 

view, I think, to using the immersion to get 
rid of some of the red dust covering the 
underside. 

However on this final occasion we were 
trailing some way behind RIP to avoid dust 
and when we came around the corner we 
were confronted with RIP stuck hard in the 
very middle of the creek. Silly Billy! My first 
thought was that this was the end of our 
trip. Anyway I very gingerly eased Blue B 
around the edge of the water with a view to 
towing him out from the other side. However 
just at that moment a 4WD appeared from 
the other direction and was persuaded to 
tow him out as shown in the photo. The first 
tow rope snapped and at this point, Laurel 
who was still in RIP, announced in a slightly 
strained voice that “I am sitting in muddy 
water”. Anyway the second tow rope held 
together and we let RIP dry out a bit before 
proceeding south. Amazingly RIP seemed 
none the worse for her dunking, particularly 
considering how close the fuel filler lid 
would have been to the water.

Fuel and break at quirky Bramwell Junction 
(owned by Bramwell Station) 

We are over the red dust …but still a little 
more to come…

On arrival at Bramwell station we were 
welcomed by the proprietor and had a 
delightful evening catching up again with a 
young couple in their Troopie who were a 
few months into a world adventure with their 
two dogs.

’Dave put our hearts in our mouths!’
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Day 19    13/09/2020.  Bramwell Station to 
Weipa 174 kms

 We thought the road would be sealed to 
Weipa but no such luck – we experienced 
intermittent sealed road, dirt road , red dust 
and road works until the sealed road into 
Weipa. There we found good inexpensive 
accommodation in a five bedroom lodge to 
ourselves with sea and sunset views.

Example of anthills in this area but this was the best 
example so a reason for another iconic photo  

(well according to Shez!)

Bramwell Junction...welcome break and a little quirky 
with the Number Plate Tree!

Showing the RED DUST on US...and by now  
actually over it!

Photo of us with Dave, Annaliesa their dogs and well 
travelled Troopie...Ross mentioned the delightful evening 

catching up again with a young couple in their Troopie 
who were a few months into a world adventure with their 

two dogs.  

Lovely sunset view from accommodation
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Day 20 14/09/2020  a well deserved rest 
Day at Weipa – yippee!

Actually I think we rather let Dave down a 
bit here. There are really only two major 
things to do in Weipa: do a tour of the Rio 
Tinto bauxite mine and to go fishing and 
Dave wanted to do both. As it turned out 
the mine tours had been deferred due to 
COVID and I decided that I’d rather stay at 
home and read a book than go fishing. So 
poor Dave was left high and dry.

Day 21 15/09/2020  Weipa to Musgrave 
Station Road House 365 kms

We had initially planned to stay at the 
Exchange Hotel in Coen but were met with 
such an offhand manner that we pressed on 
to Musgrave Station Road House. 

So another very long day full of dust...

A break at Archers Road House for fuel and 
refreshments and we realise SIZE does 
matter….

Sea View from accommodation

Traffic on the way with dust!

A break at Archers Road House  with this massive Road Train ... with Blue B looking pretty silly along side!  
The driver was quite amused when I took the photos!
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Day 22  16/09/2020 Musgrave Station  
Road House to Atherton 419 kms 

Another impromptu wash of Blue B behind 
a water truck and a brief stop at Quinkan 
Split Rock- an Aboriginal art site and listed 
by UNESCO as one of the best 10 sites in 
the world.

At last non-stop bitumen as we approach 
Mareeba….en route to Atherton

Days 23 to 26   17/09/2020 to 20/09/2020

Given our concerns about the cars we were 
keen to get back home and so the next few 
days were simply driving with overnight 
stops at Atherton, Ingham, Mackay and 
Yeppoon and Bundaberg.

On the approach to Ingham RIP came to 
a grinding halt with fuel pump problems. 
We limped into Ingham and set about 

Blue B tempted to enjoy another impromptu car wash...

Dave’s MG RIP at Ingham where the boys replaced  
the Fuel Pump
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replacing the pump with a brand new spare 
that Dave was carrying. Unfortunately SU 
had changed the size of the unions so the 
spare wouldn’t fit. So we decided to try Blue 
B’s spare SU pump, which happens to be 
permanently in place in the rear wheel arch 
but disconnected because we use a Facet 
pump as the primary pump for reliability 
reasons. But sadly, there it wasn’t – the 
SU pump had obviously freed itself from 
the mounting clamp over the corrugations 
and disappeared. So instead it became 
necessary with the help of a knowledgeable 
chap from the local garage to graft the 
diaphragm end of RIP’s old pump to the 
actuating end of RIP’s new pump. It kept 
us out of mischief for a couple of hours 
anyway. 

At Yeppoon we had been invited to stay 
overnight by our very old friends Sandra 
and Jim Armstrong in their beautiful home 

looking out over Rosslyn Bay marina and 
the Keppels. A fantastic evening.

Day 28  20/09/2020 Gladstone Gallop 
with Capricorn Chapter

The following morning we were on our best 
behaviour not to delay our hosts as they 
were leading a MGCC of QLD Capricorn 
Chapter Sunday run from Yeppoon to 
Gladstone. I won’t repeat the days’ events 
because I understand these are covered 
in the Chapter Chatter section of the 
magazine. However it was a great day and 
gave us the opportunity to catch up with 
some old faces. 

Day 29  21/09/2020 Arrived Home to 
Great Relief!!

All in all an excellent trip. The fellowship 
of David and Laurel is always outstanding 
and along the way we met many other 
interesting people which is what these trips 
are all about. That and seeing new places 
and gaining an insight to the history of each.

And here is a subsequent photo of Blue B 
in my workshop with the front suspension 
asunder and the motor coming out to fit a 
speedi-sleeve and new lip seal.

So is any like-minded soul interested in 
joining us for a rescheduled Plan B in May / 
June next year??

Safe arrival home!

Blue B back in the workshop...thank goodness we  
have a ‘resident mechanic’! 
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September Midweek Run                                                                                                      
Report by Jan Burke - Photos by Barry 
Lutwyche

Well it wasn’t quite the Le Mans start that 
we are accustomed to but rather a “Covid 
19” start. Consequently, to aid compliance 
with the Queensland Health Directive, 
eleven cars left the Bunyaville Conservation 
Park in two groups at staggered times.

The route started with a drive through 
Bunya and Draper to Clear Mountain, and 
what a magnificent morning to be driving 
over Clear Mountain taking in the scenic 
view of Lake Samsonvale with its mirror-like 
surface and the Glasshouse Mountains in 
the distance.

Our journey then took us through Mount 
Samson and back blocks of the Samford 
Valley, then over Mount Glorious to arrive 
at Red Cedar Park where Trevor & Joy, 
Randall & Robyn and Denis T & Big Al were 
waiting for us for morning tea.

After lots of happy chat and partaking 
of gastronomic delights we proceeded 
on the “Lunchbox” leg to Atkinson Dam 
via the busy, buzzing township of Esk. 
Now we were travelling through a vastly 
different landscape – noticeably dry, mildly 
undulating ground looking sad and in much 
need of rain -- quite different from the lush 
vegetation on our mountainous first leg to 
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morning tea but with the roads now having 
less traffic which was great for our car club 
drivers.

On arrival at the dam we were greeted by 
the rest of the gang namely Jeff, Pat and 
granddaughter Jade, Errol & Wendy, Ray 
& Susanne and Greg and Rhonda who had 
secured a picnic area with plenty of space 
for social distancing and overlooking the 
lake.

Thanks to all the 33 enthusiastic members 
who came along in their 18 cars to make it 
once again a very, very enjoyable day. 

Participants were: 
Jan Burke - Red MGB

October Midweek Run
by Denis Thomas 

The morning after the major storm on 
the Tuesday was fine and the Rain 
Gods produced a fine clear day as I had 
instructed.

Eleven storm chasers arrived at Beenleigh 
for the start but all with concerns about the 
predictions for the afternoon.

This included John and Cherie Fransen 
from the Far North Qld Chapter in Cairns 
who were attending the Wide Bay Chapter 

Barry Lutwyche - Red MGB
Geoff Messer - Yellow MGB
David Miles & Kerry Horgan - MG Magnette
Brian Purvis & Diana Robinson - Red MGB      
Neil & Jenny Summerson - Silver Mercedes
Allan & Joyce Tebbutt - Blue MGB
Denis Thomas & Big Al - Green MGB
Lloyd & Karen Thompson - Red MGB
Ray & Susanne Edwards - Blue MGB
Greg & Rhonda Hannant - Red MG3
Kay Hawley & Michael Garrity - Red MX5
Jeff, Pat & Jade Heslewood - Blue Subaru WRX
Errol & Wendy Hoger - Blue Ford Territory        
Randall & Robyn Jenvey - Gold Honda
Trevor & Joy Jones - Red MGA 
Dennis & Diana Kelly - Green Mazda MX5    
Alex Cairney - Gold MGB

long weekend in Harvey Bay....Thanks guys 
for your attendance.

Trevor and Ann Mills were our ears and 
eyes listening to storm predictions on the 
radio and watching BOM radar for early 
reports of pending troubles.

We travelled through Beaudesert, past the 
massive Bull statue with his covid mask, 
past the Kerry surf club flags included and 
the large blue painted gum tree to morning 
tea.
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We were joined there by an abundance of 
Rainbow lorikeets some even perching on 
us others engaged in close interaction in 
attempt to increase flock....!! 

We travelled from here further through 
Kerry, Rathdowney and around Mt 
Barney which is always amazing at the 
different lights during the day and back to 
Beaudesert.

The areas had greened up since the recent 
rains and as everybody remarked on the 
many magnificent Jacaranda trees in full 
bloom and surrounded by a carpet of their 
fallen blooms.

The clouds were building by lunch so after 
this we all departed to make our way home 

before the suspected rain and hail fell.

I hope you all enjoyed the Scenic Rim

Participants were:
Denis Thomas – MGB
Trevor & Anne Mills – MG6
Ray & Sue Edwards & Dianne Davies – 
Mitsubishi
Lloyd & Karen Thomson – BMW
Trevor Penson & Sue Paniccio
David Miles – MG Magnette
Bruce Mutch & daughter – MG SUV
Val & Kerry Horgan – MX5
John & Pat Walker – Toyota
Tim & Lynne Bateman – Austin Lancer
Malcolm Campbell & Kathy Burford – Golf
John & Cherie Fransen – MG Midget
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CHAPTER Chatter
BUNDABERG CHAPTER

We had our Bi Annual camping trip 
leaving Friday 2nd & returning home on 
Monday 5th.

We camped on 40 acres off the Pine Creek 
Rd on private property, we had 6 caravans 
arrive 4 on Friday & 2 on Saturday. Friday 
afternoon after setting up the gazebo & fire 
pits we all settled down for a good chat and, 
of course, a couple of wines and ales. The 
next morning Ian and Tracy Innes arrived 
followed shortly by Steve and Tracy Gable 
who of course had lots of good advice on 
how to set up their caravans. We had a 
quiet Saturday with a few of us reading and 
just relaxing even a snooze or two (Eric). 
That night we had a good feed before more 
banter around the fire until we all wandered 
off to our beds. The next day we went on a 
nature walk around the block down to the 
dam and over the creek checking out all 
the different types of flora & fauna. By the 
time we got back to camp the sun was over 
the yard arm so time for a tipple. We had 
another good night & all wandered back to 
our vans a contented lot. Monday morning 
we slowly packed up and wandered home 
after morning tea.

Thanks to our daughter and husband who 
own the block for letting us use it.

A very enjoyable weekend with good 
friends.

Attendees: Steve & Tracy Gable, Eric & 
Janelle Beckman, Ian & Tracy Innes, Ray 
& Jacqui Mutton, Gary & Merryle Duncan & 
Jenny & I 

Regards, 
Dave & Jenny Cook, Chapter Co-ordinator 

On Sunday 27th of September our 
Noggin & Natter was held at Ian & Tracy 
Innes house on Gooburrum Rd. We had a 
good turnout of 11 members with the ladies 
and Clive bringing desserts.

We settled down to a good natter with 
Tracy providing some nibbles while we had 
our wine and beer. After the initial chat Ian 
gave us the low down on preparing our 
pizzas which was done with the usual high 
spirits. Ian then put them in the pizza oven 
for us and we all enjoyed a very enjoyable 
lunch.  Ian then showed us his collection 
of motorbikes which was very interesting 
with some rarities in there. There was of 
course much discussion about the MG 
cars with Clive and I just having had major 
work done on our MGF cars - mine having 
major suspension work done by Barry at 
MG Automotive, highly recommended. After 
a final wander around their gardens we all 
wandered off home. A very enjoyable day & 
thanks to Ian & Tracy for their hospitality.  

Regards 
Dave & Jenny Cook, Chapter Co-ordinator 
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CHAPTER Chatter CHAPTER Chatter
CAPRICORN CHAPTER

Run Report; Father’s Day Eve Smoko by 
Jim Armstrong

5th September, 2020

Another glorious day on the Cap Coast 
greeted 19 members of our chapter for a 
leisurely morning at the Lammermoor Lions 
picnic area. 

The run commenced with Rockhampton 
members, Joy and Daryl, Yvonne and 
Robert, Tom and Janelle and Jo and Katie 
meeting at the Government buildings car 
park on Yeppoon road. This group led by Jo 
and Katie, then travelled to Lammermoor 
where The Yeppoon contingent of Lyn and 
George, Ian and Judy, Phil Henry, Gurney 
and Gloria and Sandra and myself were 
waiting at the park with the sunlit waters of 
Keppel Bay sparkling in the background.

It wasn’t long before everybody settled in 
and were sharing their delicious morning 
tea. Some elected to purchase coffee from 
the nearby Coffee Van.

The poker run was run and won by Tom 
and Janelle with the rusty door prizes going 
to Tom and Janelle and Judy and Ian and 

soon everybody was enjoying Turkish 
Delights and Freddo Frogs.

In the meantime, Michelle and her little pup 
Coco joined the group as Rick was on a 
30km bike ride in the area. Well, the thought 
of a “Tour de Capricorn Coast” sprang to 
everyone’s mind and were keenly looking 
out for the peloton to come by when Rick 
casually rode up on his, wait for it, Electric 
Powered Bicycle. Of course, younger 
members of the group had to take it for a 
test ride.

As always, time marched on and so some 
of our group went for a short drive to Emu 
park returning to Yeppoon for a casual lunch 
whist the others elected to return home. 

Attendees were: 
Joy and Daryl Penridge; Evonne and Robert 
Holbeck; Jo and Katie Emmert; Janelle and 
Tom Coe; Gloria and Gurney Clamp; Judy 
and Ian Hamilton; Lyn and George Ganter; 
Michelle and Rick Taylor; Phil Henry; 
Sandra and Myself.
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Run Report, Gladstone Gallop Sunday 
20th Sept.

Sunday morning dawned. Grey skies were 
the setting for our run to Gladstone on 
Sunday, but thankfully no rain eventuated. 
The Yeppoon group were meant to meet 
at the Oaks by 8:00am but as we had a 
houseful of visitors who were joining us 
on the run, a bit of reverse psychology 
was used in the Armstrong household to 
get our visitors and ourselves to the Oaks 
on time. Long-time MG friends Ross and 
Shez Letten and David and Laurel Godwin 
called into Yeppoon on Saturday on their 
return from a trip to the tip of Cape York to 
the astonishment of the Cape York 4WD 
fraternity as they were in their Blue MGB 
and Red MGA. Their vehicles, now quite 
famous with all their past destinations sign 
written all over them created a lot of interest 
in Yeppoon. 

Anyhow, the Yeppoon group of MG 
enthusiasts soon gathered and we were 
soon on our way to meet our counterparts 
in Rockhampton but with another small 

deviation. You see another dear MG friend 
contacted us on Saturday evening and said 
she would like to catch up with us all as 
well. Cathy Bartley the National Meeting 
Coordinator of the MGCC of Qld was in town 
and she also joined us in her late model MG 
on our run to Gladstone.

We eventually met up with the remaining 
group with a further guest Keith Fullard 
on his immaculate Velocete 500 vintage 
motorcycle at the duck ponds on Gladstone 
road.

After a short briefing and introductions, we 
were on our way. The first scheduled stop 
was Mt Larcom where, after an uneventful 
drive apart from a few specks of rain and 
little roadworks (well managed this time), we 
arrived where most of us enjoyed a morning 
cup of coffee from the local café. 

Shortly afterwards we on the road once 
more from Mt Larcom to Gladstone 
via Yarwun passing the Wiggins Coal 
Terminal on our way. We soon arrived 
at our destination of the newly built East 
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Precinct where just about everybody else 
from Gladstone were enjoying the beautiful 
Sunday morning in the quality beautiful new 
facilities. Here we were met by another two 
guests, Yvonne Holbeck’s sister Sonia and 
her husband Pat.

Smack bang in the middle of the parklands 
is the now decommissioned HMAS 
Gladstone a retired navy patrol vessel 
which as you could imagine created a lot 
of interest and photo opportunities. Further 
around was a well-designed new Kiosk 
where coffee or a cool drink was enjoyed by 
all in attendance. 

Lunch was booked at the Gladstone Yacht 
Club for 12:30pm and everybody must 
have been hungry as all were on time. We 
were allocated an area on the lawn near 
the water’s edge. Although it was shaded 
by large umbrellas it was still a little warm. 
Whilst we were waiting for our fare to be 
served, David Godwin with the help of 
Ross Letten gave us an insight to their 
intercontinental travels in their MGs. The 
group found the talk quite interesting and 
plenty of questions followed.

Our lunch was served quickly and again 
we were off up to the Auckland Hill lookout 
for a photoshoot and farewell to David, 

Laurel, Shez and Ross who were continuing 
southwards and homeward bound.

With that, our group headed for our homes 
into the hot afternoon sun drive. In all. It was 
another very pleasant MG day.     

Attendees: 
David and Laurel Godwin (Guests); Ross 
and Shez Letten (Guests); Cathy Bartley 
(Guest); Keith Fullard (Guest); Sonia and 
Pat (Guests); Phil and Margaret Henry; 
Martin and Narelle Adamson; Neville 
and Barbara Funch; Robert and Yvonne 
Holbeck; Ian and Judy Hamilton; Gary 
Kunst; Clare Lynam; Jo Emmert; John 
Rowe; Sandra and Myself.

Jim Armstrong, Chapter Coordinator.

Run Report: Gem of a trip to Rubyvale. 
October 3rd & 4th, 2020

Despite small numbers, what a huge trip! 
Only 4 cars and 6 participants, met at 
the Duck ponds on Gladstone Road on 
Saturday morning for this western trip. John 
Rowe who had previously told us he had to 
go to another meeting on Saturday morning 
said he would catch us up in Emerald when 
we stopped for lunch.

Gordon Kelsey who has been absent 
from our runs for some time after he sold 
his absolutely immaculate supercharged 
BGT late last year, turned up in his equally 
immaculate Volvo 1800 E that he had 
procured earlier this year and has spent 
considerable time and effort to get this car 
looking very smart indeed. A credit to you 
Gordon. It was here also that Jo introduced 
her friend Mel who came along for the 
weekend with Jo.
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Anyhow after the usual greetings and 
inspection of the new car, we headed 
off west, for our first stop for smoko at 
Duaringa. Pretty mundane drive I hear you 
say, but no, just past Gogango we came 
across five or six coal wagons that were 
on fire and that had been shunted into a 
siding alongside of the Capricorn Highway. 
There were several water tankers and a fire 
appliance there preparing to extinguish the 
fire(s). We pressed on assuming they didn’t 
need our assistance or fire extinguishers 
to an otherwise uneventful trip to Duaringa 
where we all enjoyed our morning tea.

All refreshed, we once again headed off 
towards Blackwater and were making good 
time until we saw blue and red flashing 
lights this time escorting a wide load. An 
excavator was being transported along the 
highway. Now this excavator was not your 
run of the mill house construction machine 
that you see in most towns and cities but 
huge machine used in mining and was spilt 
in half for transport on two big platform low 
loaders each being towed by big Kenworth 
prime movers. 

With a sigh of relief from us all, the wide 
load pulled up at Blackwater allowing us to 
continue on to Emerald where lunch was 
planned. 

As we were passing through Comet, a relief 
stop was called for and this is where the 
first Poker run was completed and won by 
you guessed it Phil Henry for about the fifth 
consecutive time.  

Onward toward Emerald once more it was 
noticed the little family of mignons had 
grown.

We soon reached Emerald and Phil suggest 
we park around the back street as there is 
bound to be no parking in the main street. 
The group split in half as some wanted to go 
to the Irish Pub and others wanted a more 
modern setting to eat. 

Now remembering that John Rowe was 
to meet us here and he couldn’t see our 

parked cars, John drove straight through to 
Rubyvale as he assumed, we had been and 
gone. 

In due course we headed of to Rubyvale 
and by this time the ambient temperature 
had started to rise and the hood went up on 
Jo’s Paddy.(her MGB)

Arriving in Rubyvale, we observed that John 
who left after us had arrived before us and 
had settled into the Pub’s verandah enjoying 
a cold beer and the cool breeze. It wasn’t 
long before we all joined him.

Happy hour followed in the cool afternoon 
shade outside the Armstrong’s cabin, before 
we all went for a lovely meal at the Pub.  

On Sunday morning again several people 
did their own thing before breakfast some 
going for a walk, and others going for a 
quick trip into Capella and back.

As eating houses were few and far in 
Rubyvale on a Sunday Morning, it was 
decided we would have breakfast at the 
Strudel Café just up the street- good choice. 
When we walked in it was like a little oasis 
with beautiful gardens and water features. 
Soon we were eating strudels when the 
waiter brought out a shot of port for each of 
us, what a start for the day.

The plan was to do some fossicking before 
departing for home.  Phil, Gordon and John 
elected not to do so and headed home 
stopping at Emerald for another more 
traditional Aussie breakfast.

The remainder of our group stayed and 
did some fossicking and browse through 
the gem shops. Jo and her friend Mel both 
found sapphires during their fossicking. Jo 
picking up around 9 carats and Mel around 
30 carats. Good effort for small outlay. 

That done we headed off for home. 

Now Clare Lynam who couldn’t make the 
trip, because of her daughter’s wedding 
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arranged to meet us at Westwood on the 
way home for a cool departing drink so as 
we came in Westwood, Clare and Paul were 
waiting for us. Now I don’t know whether it’s 
because of the Covid-19 or that there are 
new owners at the Westwood pub or not but 
boy, the service has really dropped off. 

In summing up although numbers were 
down, an extremely enjoyable trip was had 
by those who attended. 

Attendees: 
Jo Emmert and guest Mel, Phil Henry, 
Gordon Kelsey, John Rowe, Sandra and 
Myself.

By Jim Armstrong.

Run report; Combined Chapter Hervey 
Bay Oct 2020

By Jim Armstrong Coordinator 
(0417544222) 
Assistant Coordinator: Clare Lynam 
Run Committee Jo Emmert, Phil Henry.

Friday morning saw a very early start to our 
journey. The small contingent met at the 
Duck Ponds Rockhampton for a six o’clock 

start, except yours truly didn’t set the alarm 
correctly so it was around 6:30 when we 
departed Rocky heading south. At least Phil 
got to drink his favourite morning beverage 
before leaving.

Our first stop was Mt Larcom for coffee and 
snacks which was when Phil had discovered 
he had a broken rear exhaust mount. Phil 
soon rectified this by using the old Cobb & 
Co wire trick and we soon on our way again 
stopping at the Boyne River Roadhouse for 
fuel.  An uneventful journey ensued to Gin 
Gin where we were to have lunch but as we 
were running early, we decided to push on 
to Childers.

Lunch was at a boutique café which 
once served Childers as the Post Office. 
Refreshed, we headed on to our final 
destination of Hervey Bay. After booking into 
our Motel it was off to the Mantra at the Boat 
Harbour for registration for the weekend 
events. Then back to the Kondari Motel 
for happy hour. We had two other couples 
and a lady who have joined us from time 
to time on our Capricorn Chapter runs join 
us for the weekend, Bill and Beth Heraghty, 
Wayne Kirwan and Megan Perret, and 
Cathy Bartley. It was then off to the “noggin 
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and natter” at the boat Club overlooking the 
Urangan Marina.

Next morning, it was our whale watching 
experience aboard the Spirit of Hervey Bay, 
a large Whale Watching Catamaran. We 
were warned that it would be quite choppy 
and that the whale watching season was 
officially over so it would be unlikely that 
we would spot any whales. It was windy 
and quite choppy so out came the “Kwells” 
(sea sick pills) and most took at least 
one except one of our group who later 
regretted it. Anyhow as it turned out, we 
came across a mother whale and her calf 
who obviously weren’t aware that whale 
watching season was over, frolicking in 
waters just off Northern Fraser Island. As we 
were the only boat in the vicinity, we were 
privileged to have them to ourselves for 
about an hour and they put on quite a show 
for us. Too soon it was time to leave them to 
themselves and we returned to Hervey Bay.

After lunch, a long run in our MGs was 
organised by the Wide Bay Chapter to River 

Heads, Burrum Heads and Toogum. This 
was when trouble struck for yours truly. Loss 
of electrical power caused me to return to 
our motel and this is where the A stayed all 
weekend. Old Don has once again pointed 
his finger at us.

On Saturday evening, as rain seemed 
imminent, we decided not to have our 
planned bar b que but instead we all dined 
at the motel’s restaurant on the balcony 
overlooking the lake which was very 
pleasant. An uninvited guest greeted us, 
the resident motel possum who was very 
friendly and obviously used to people.

On the Sunday morning there was another 
run to Maryborough for a car display at the 
Brolga Theatre and following that there were 
the activities at the beautiful Queen’s park 
and the historic Wharf street precinct where 
it was quite easy to while the morning away.

One of our group had to return to Rocky on 
Sunday and so headed off. All was fine until 
they hit a huge rain downpour at Calliope 
and it was particularly bad when someone 
had forgotten to pack the side screens for 
their A, bit like going through a carwash with 
your windows down.

Sunday night was the formal dinner again 
at the boat club, the theme being Black, 
white and silver but we had Darth Nader 
and Princess Lala with us too. Again, a very 
good evening.

Monday morning’s farewell breakfast soon 

On the way home Whale frolicking

Phil repairing his exhaust
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‘A’s from near and away

came around and good byes were said to 
new and old friends with people having 
attended from as far away as Cairns.

A chapter coordinator’s meeting was held 
soon afterwards. The main topic was where 
the next meeting was to be held. The 
members at the meeting thought it would be 
good if we, the Capricorn Chapter, would be 
the host for the next one in 2022. Both Phil 
and I committed to that, as it was previously 
discussed by the run committee as a 
possibility. 

That concluded the weekend and as Phil 
Henry, the last of our group, had to leave 
as he had Chamber of Commerce business 
that he had to attend to on Tuesday 
morning, while I had to arrange a new 
alternator. Phil tells me that his trip went well 
until you guessed it, he ran into torrential 
rain from Calliope up, luckily Midgets have 
wind up windows. Going through Rocky, 

Phil’s exhaust repair that he did on the way 
down finally said enough is enough and the 
exhaust broke necessitating a quick visit to 
the exhaust shop who repaired it for Phil 
straight away. Good service.

As for us, there were no suitable alternators 
in Hervey Bay or Maryborough so had to 
endure another night at beautiful Hervey 
Bay whilst an alternator was sourced 
overnight from Brisbane. 

Tuesday morning, the call came from the 
Auto Electrician to say my alternator was 
ready, so after fitting it we were on our 
way by around 10:15. The car ran well but 
just as we left Miram Vale, you guessed, it 
bucketed down all the way to Yeppoon. I 
guess another entrant to the coveted Broken 
MG award.

None the less, all who attended had a good 
time.
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CHAPTER Chatter
DARLING DOWNS CHAPTER

September saw the chapter get back to 
normality for our organised events.  Along 
with the joy of getting back together on a 
regular basis came the reminder of how 
precious our lives are with the death of 
one of our most loved members – Greg 
Newey who was killed in a car accident in 
Warwick on 14th September.  Members are 
still coming to terms with the loss, but our 
gatherings, in part, honour his memory.

Lunch Run – Wednesday 9th September

Marilyn and Phil O’Brien organised lunch 
at the Railway Hotel in Allora, providing 
members from both the Warwick and 
Toowoomba areas of the chapter the 
opportunity to get together for the normal 
large country pub meal.  Allora is always 
an enjoyable spot to visit and take the 
opportunity to wander, as well as eat.  
Given our recent limited opportunities to 
get together, all enjoyed the chatter and 
company (without disturbing the local dog 
sleeping in front of the fire which wasn’t 
burning).  Participants for the day were:  
Phil & Marilyn O’Brien (TR8); Cheryl Francis 
(MGB); Glen Hadfield (MGB); John Smith 
(MGB); Brian & June Phillips (MG TF 1500); 
Greg & Beth Newey (MGB GT).

Monthly Run – Sunday 27th September

Question:  What do you do to beat the 
COVID-19 Blues.

Answer:  Go for a leisurely drive with the 
MG Club.  So that is what we did.  After 
surviving an extremely windy Saturday, a 
delightfully sunny day greeted us for our 
departure from Mt Kynoch. Eight cars (and 
occupants) began the run and we enjoyed 
the trip down the Range towards Murphy’s 
Creek, then on to Grantham via a very 
roundabout route that took us through 
farmland, past a meatworks, over many dry 
creeks and some interesting road surfaces.

After a relaxing morning tea break at Lions 
Park east of Grantham we farewelled 
Michael & Marilyn Keating, whose home 
was ‘just over the creek’ from where we 
were.  We then headed on towards Clifton. 
We passed through the historical rocky 
cutting that was the first earthmoving job 
done by the famous Thiess Bros.  We then 
travelled on the winding road towards the 
Darling Downs Zoo, which looked like it was 
well patronised judging by the number of 
cars parked outside.  Some fellow motorists 
in what looked like Model Ts gave us a 
friendly wave as they passed us heading 
the way we had just come. 
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CHAPTER Chatter

We then stopped at a park in Clifton for a 
comfort stop and catch up with what we 
have all been doing.  “Not much” seemed to 
be the most consistent answer. 

We are all very concerned about Beth 
Newey and her difficult journey she has 
to face without Greg.  This gentle man will 
be greatly missed by club members.  Our 
thoughts are with Beth.  

Our lunch stop was Dalrymple Park in 
Allora, but we travelled in a roundabout way 
to get there via Pratten and Talgai.  It was 
nice to see lovely green crops growing in 
the paddocks.  This is becoming an unusual 
sight with this dry weather we are having.  A 
long and leisurely picnic lunch was enjoyed 
by all. Thankfully Kev & Susan Johns had 
the foresight to arrive early and acquire 
a table for us at the park as there was a 
few “overnighters’” vans parked there.  Of 
course, the usual and most important topic 
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– cars and car problems – was the main 
subject of conversation, hardly a mention of 
COVID-19.

ATTENDEES:  Ron & Judy Gillis; Phil & 
Marilyn O’Brien; Gaye Hawkshaw & Debbie; 
Denis & Imelda Logan; Brian & June 
Phillips; Michael & Marilyn Keating; Ferne & 
Ron Callow; Owen & Kay Douglas; Andrew 
& Susan Willesden; Kev & Sylvia Johns.

T-Type Commemorative meet – Sunday 
11th October

The celebration of the 90th birthday of 
the MG car club was a chance not to be 
missed. We rallied around amongst the T 
type owners as we also wanted to celebrate 
the first outing of the MGCCQ to Picnic 
Point Toowoomba in 1954.  Six T type cars 
turned up to celebrate the occasion plus 
several MGBs. We had checked out the 
Picnic Point location the day before and 
picked the best spot for a group photo. 

Upon arrival on Sunday we find the whole 
place taken over by intrepid bicycle riders 
who had ridden their bikes up to 102 km 
and climbed the Toowoomba range. All 
of their support vehicles had clogged our 
selected quiet spot.  We managed to find an 
area with enough space to accommodate 
our small select group amongst the 
exhausted bike riders and their supporters. 
An enjoyable morning Tea/ Coffee and a 
chat at a pleasant location at Picnic Point 
watching the bike riders recover.  We 
managed to create a diversion as many of 
them came to chat and admired our ancient 
automobiles. All in all, it was a bit of a 
carnival atmosphere. 

Cars: 
1948 TC	 Brian Phillips
1953 TD	 Narelle and Rob Fraser
1953 TF	 Helen Goodfellow
1954 TF	 Rob and Fern Callow
1954 TF	 John and Betty Gosper
1955 TF	 June Phillips
MGB	 Andrew and Susan Willesden
MGB	 Gary Lawrence
MX 5	 Janice Lawrence
MGB	 Cheryl and Frank Francis
Modern	 Lester and Rhonda Brosnan
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CHAPTER Chatter
FAR NORTH QLD CHAPTER

Sunday 25th November 2020 
“Cane Fields, Views and Lunch” 
By Pauline Hepburn

In great weather for topless driving, six cars 
met at Earlville Shopping Centre for a 10am 
departure. It was a green invasion, with 
three green MGs, plus a red and a white 
one. The maroon Daimler towered over 
them.

Convoy rules were distributed, and we 
kept together really well, which was 
appreciated by Tony in the ’34 PA at the 

rear. We enjoyed a very sedate drive past 
cane fields, farms, landscape suppliers and 
tandem parachute landing grounds east of 
Edmonton. After joining the Yarrabah Rd. 
we had views across the inlet to Cairns. The 
cars parked at the boat ramp at Second 
Beach to admire the view, then drove back 
to Giangurra Park.

Morning Tea was taken here in the shade 
of lovely big Tamarind and Beach Almond 
trees. The shade and ocean breeze were 
appreciated, and we relaxed, chatted, 
and enjoyed the view back over the inlet 
towards the Cairns CBD. Alan and Aileen 
joined us here.

Cars lined up before the start.
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We now returned on Yarrabah Rd., and 
turned left opposite the Redbank Boat 
Ramp towards Gordonvale in good convoy 
order, passing farmland, horse paddocks 
and substantial residences, before arriving 
at the historic Parkview Hotel, which has 
been extensively renovated. 

Steve and Maureen joined us here at a 
table signed “Welcome to GM Car Club” (a 
spot of dyslexia perhaps?). We enjoyed a 
substantial lunch in cool and comfortable 
surroundings, with the usual banter and 
tall tales circulating amongst like- minded 

members of our friendly Chapter.

Participants: 
Tony Basham, Green MG PA
Kay and Harvey Williams, Green MG TD 
Supercharged
Tony Boland and mate Wal	,Green MG TD
Val and Dave Murray, White MGB
Leon Johnston, Red MG Midget Mk4
Graham and Pauline Hepburn, Maroon 
Daimler Double 6
Steve and Maureen Girardi, Modern
Alan Belfield an Aileen, Modern

Swimming not recommended at our boat ramps. Harvey and Kay confused by our welcome.

A break on the drive.
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CHAPTER Chatter
WIDE BAY CHAPTER

A reminder to members of this Chapter – You 
are a wonderfully active Chapter undertaking 
lots of activities. The downside of this is that 
both the Octagon and the Club website have 
only limited space for Chapter reports and 
photos. This problem has been overcome by 
establishing a Facebook page - specifically for 
this Chapter and it has no limits. A direct link 
to your Facebook page is on your webpage. 
The name of the page is MG Car Club of Qld - 
Wide Bay Chapter. 

Some reports are reproduced below along 
with a selection of photographs – all reports 
with all photos are on your Facebook page. 

20th of September 2020 

The Chapter was invited to Display 5 Cars on 
Sunday by the Sea which was put on by the 
Fraser Coast Regional Council. We had a very 
nice display with 4 MGs and a lovely Morris 
Minor 1000 Woody Van. The members that 
participated were-:

Ken and Val Bossom with the lovely Green 
Morris Minor Woody

Leonie And Rod Freund with their 
Beautiful Red MGB Roadster

Rodger Wilson with his equally nice yellow 
MGB Roadster

Keven Sly with his Award winning White MGC 
Roadster

David & Lyn with their Red MGA Coupe

With our display banner in place we went 
about promoting our Chapter and the 
MGCCQ.  Keven brought along a very nice 
MG sign which we placed  at the front of our 
cars and we decorated the Cars with all sorts 
of soft toys that the children totally enjoyed 
from Alf to Humphrey B Bear, a  couple 
of Sooky Dolls and a few signs set off the 
display.

It was a perfect day. The Sun was shining 
and the sea was a beautiful turquoise blue. 
The crowds flocked around our cars for 
most of the day. I think there were over 2000 
people through the gate during the day.We 
must have given out 6 pamphlets regarding 
membership application also meeting up with 
new members Ian and Gail who we hadn’t 
met before. I am sure they will be made most 
welcome by the members of our chapter.

We were very lucky we had some nice shade 
trees to sit under to have our Corn Beef 
sandwiches for lunch and all of us had family 
come and visit us during the day . How very 
nice it was to be involved with our community 
with our MGCCQ Wide Bay Chapter.

Sunday by the sea
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The

Rebirth of the T type Register -- The participants and their cars are pictured 
at Fernvale, the lunch stop on the inaugural run of the Register. 
(Full report inside)
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Wednesday 9th September 2020 

After a damp few days here in Paradise we 
managed a fine morning for our midweek run.

Paul & Yvonne offered to organise a run 
through the Cane Fields of Hervey Bay to 
finish up at one of our top spots in the Bay for 
a morning Coffee Break

Brew a & View looking out over the sparkling 
waters off Pt Vernon is situated right on the 
Esplanade and is always a good spot for the 
locals to gather.

Fifteen cars met at the Information Centre 
Hervey Bay with 30 members looking forward 
to a morning out in their cars; 3 MGA’s 3 B’s 
an RV8  and many other makes and models. 
It was an enjoyable run that Paul took us on 
and all enjoyed it very much, the countryside 
looking like a picture after the recent rain. Paul 
is a bike rider so he knows all these little trips 
around the roads of Hervey Bay which makes 
for an interesting drive for our British Sports 
Cars.

All were agreeing that it was a nice morning 
out and we look forward to next Sundays 
outing to Boonooroo and the Sandy Straits 
Bowls Club for lunch.’

Thursday 8th October 

We had a midweek run to Maryborough Anzac 
Park for a lovely morning tea . The highlight 
of the day was the arrival of the MG Club of 
the Gold Coast who were having a trip away 
and were in Maryborough for a few days. It 
was great to meet up with some old friends 
and see their lovely cars and generally have a 
great time. Some of their members even rode 

the flying fox much to the local kids’ disgust.

After Mornos we headed via the Bruce 
Highway to Torbanlea and then Burrum Heads 
to have our lunch at the Lions Park looking 
out over the mouth of the Burrum River. It 
was a wonderful day with the Gold Coast MG 
Car Club members who enjoyed catching up 
with Darrell and Jackie Martin who were past 
members of their club.

The display of MG cars took the eye of a lot of 
the locals and visitors alike which I may add 
was a good advertisement for our MGCCQ.

Sunday 27th September 

We enjoyed a run to the Theebine Hotel for a 
BBQ lunch to be held in the Beer Garden

This was arranged by Paul and Yvonne who 
led the procession from Hervey Bay through 
to Maryborough where we picked up more 
members arriving at Petrie Park Tiaro by the 
Mary River for our Morning tea. All enjoyed a 
nice time together, everyone was so excited to 
be out and about with all the members it was 
a welcome break after being locked down for 
a long time due to the Coronavirus.

It was nice to welcome three new couples to 
our chapter being David and Gail who have an 
MG TF modern Roadster, Bob and Lyn with 
their MGC Roadster and last but not least by 
any means Ian and Lizzey and their White 
MGB Roadster. It was lovely to have you 
all join us and hope you have a great time on 
all our runs in the future.

Arriving at our meeting place in Maryborough 
a very special car awaited us - Bob & Dianne’s 
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1930 Dodge Saloon. It is cream with a 
green stripe and it looked exceptional with 
its lacquered wooden spoke wheels and as 
everything that Bob owns. It didn’t just look 
good I was flat out keeping up with him in our 
MGB GT LE on the drive to Tirao.

Another surprise was our long time members 
Darrell and Jackie and their latest edition 
to their collection, a 2005 Mercedes SLK 
roadster and not to be out done Dave and 
Margie arrived in a nearly identical car being 
the Mercedes SLK Sport Pack. Dave being an 
old racer I guess he just had to have the Sport 
Pack where Darrell’s is the Comfort Pack I 
guess he brought that especially for Jackie.  
We are getting some pretty swanky cars in our 
Chapter however MG’s Still Rule!

We headed off to the Theebine Hotel for a 
nice BBQ lunch. The music was a little loud 
and some went right outside in the garden 
however some stayed inside and enjoyed 
it all. It was nice that Rick and Jan with 
their Beautiful MGTF had come up from the 
Cooloola Coast and Tin Can Bay and also 
Peter and Delia from Mt Tinbeerwah with 
their award winning MGYA. It always looks 
immaculate every time we see it. No one 
would ever guess that it has driven all over 
Australia to go to National Meetings even 
crossing the Nullarbor. They both competed in 

the Speed and Motorkhana events and then 
drove home again with their trophies. 

We headed back the same way we came 
driving the old Bruce Highway but not before 
checking out the Dickabram Bridge which 
had been closed for 12 months for renovation 
it is good to see it open again especially for 
the people that live in Miva as they needed to 
do the Round Trip just to get to the Theebine 
School and Pub.

Great weather, Great company and Great 
location another happy day with the Wide Bay 
Chapter of the MGCCQ.

Sunday 13th September 2020 

Well 13 seems unlucky for some however we 
had a very good run today. 

After a lovely morning tea together at Anzac 
Park in Maryborough we headed down to 
Boonooroo. A quaint little fishing village set 
among the Mangroves of the Great Sandy 
Straits.

On arrival at the Bowls Club we went through 
the normal Covid Sign in process. Inside 
they were set up in an excellent way to 
enable social distancing and yet we all had 
the opportunity to talk to one another. It was a 

Run to the Theebine Hotel
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great set up.

The food as usual was very good and we 
all had a great time. It was decided there 
and then that this is where we will have our 
Christmas party this year!

Another great day out in this lovely part of the 
Fraser Coast with the Wide Bay Chapter of 
the MGCCQ.

Sunday 11th October 2020 was the 90th 
Birthday of MGCC of the UK.  Everyone 
was aware that our run today was a 
celebration of this anniversary. All MG 
Car Clubs throughout the world would be 
holding a run on this day to celebrate this 
90 year achievement.

Sixteen members assembled at the United 
Service Station in Hervey Bay to enjoy a run 
to Tin Can Bay. After a 10 minute meet and 
greet we headed off to Granville the other side 
of Maryborough to pick up another 8 members 
ready for the drive to Poona for our morning 
tea stop. 

Well here in the Wide Bay Chapter we like to 
go all the way and so Dilys made a lovely 
MG 90th Birthday Cake for all to share which 
we managed to demolish after singing Happy 
Birthday to our Mother Club in England.

After morning tea we took to the road once 
again following the Cooloola Coast road 
where we are always on the lookout for 
the local brumbies that live in the forestry 
and today was no disappointment as 

we came across 2 different mobs just 
grazing by the side of the road. It’s lovely 
to see mother nature enjoying life in such a 
beautiful environment.

On arrival at our destination there to 
greet us were Jan and Rick and their 
beautiful red MGTF.  Also David’s long lost 
friend Warren Morris and his wife Diane have 
been living in Tin Can Bay for the past 20 
years. Way back in the 1960’s Warren and 
David were apprentice Motor Mechanics 
together and we had managed to get in 
touch with one another through the Holden 
Retirees Club of which we are both members.

The Tin Can Bay Country Club made us 
so very welcome with all of us treated 
like royalty for lunch. The order of the 
day was predominantly Chinese fare 
which was extremely enjoyable although 
some preferred the old style Aussie Tucker 
and I believe that was great too.

After saying our goodbyes a long trip home to 
Hervey Bay awaited us. We managed to see 
some more Brumbies on the way home and 
so we stopped and Lyn took some photos and 
we also checked out the Maryborough Port 
Precinct and where we will be attending the 
Combined Chapter Meeting in a few days 
time.

Chapter runs were held on 20th and 27th 
Sept, and 11 Oct 

There are no reports of these runs but they 
will go on the WBC Facebook page later.
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CHAPTER Chatter
WHITSUNDAYS CHAPTER

Report 13th September 2020

Participate in “Covered in Chrome” 
Mackay Marina followed by a run to 
Kuttabul Pub. Report by Richard Collier.

The forecast for the morning of our planned 
run was scattered showers, weather records 
on the day will record showers some twelve 
hours earlier leaving just the threat of rogue 
showers. The COVID 19 pandemic is very 
much a part of our daily lives, creating the 
need for changes in our daily interaction 
with others. Despite the changes there was 
a good roll up of classics cars on display 
at Covered in Chrome. Attendees included 
Roger Lesley Green (MGRV8); Jim Forest 
(MGF); John Evetts (MGBGT); Ian & 
Eileen Hall (Cobra); Rod Pacey (Porsche 
911); Bruce Ramsden (MGB); Chris Evetts 
(Toyota Supra) and Richard Collier (MGTF) 
with the group welcoming latest Whitsunday 

Chapter member Mark Lunnon (MGB). 
The run sheet had the group meeting at 
The Good Guys Carpark North Mackay 
from 0930hrs onwards for coffee, with 
a planned departure for Kuttabul Pub of 
1020hrs. With caffeine fix’s satisfied and 
a run leader appointed, the cars departed 
ahead of schedule. Due to significant road 
works currently underway to sections of the 
Bruce Highway adjacent to our departure 
point, our departure was planned via 
suburban streets to eliminate potential 
interaction. The planned route took the 
cars via Glenella, the Mackay Golf Course, 
the township of Habana, past the Farleigh 
Quarry to re-join the Bruce Highway south 
of Coningsby for the run to the Kuttabul 
Pub, taking advantage of passing lanes to 
maintain orderly traffic flows. Kuttabul is a 
small rural township on the Bruce Highway, 
32kms north west of Mackay. The township 
was originally known as Hampden, later 
changed to Mount Jukes, with the present 
name emerging in 1927 following the 
opening of the Kuttabul railway station. The 

Group photo in front of Kuttabul Pub
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CHAPTER Chatter
township provides support for the cane 
farms in the district. The name is thought to 
be of Aboriginal origin. Kuttabul is serviced 
by a caravan park, a pub, a butcher, a store, 
and the Hampden Primary School. In 1972 
when under threat from bushfires, the pub 
made headlines when beer was removed 
from the premises. It is a typical turn of the 
century country pub whose walls if able to 
talk would tell a tale or two. Upon arrival our 
hosts welcomed the group and following 
photo opportunities group members 
migrated to the establishment. A quiet area 
had been set aside, lunch orders were 
placed and Q&A session with some locals 
was up and running. The meals were timely, 
with good table service and quality. After 
lunch, the group settled down to serious 
“natter and chatter” discussions ranging 
from planned Chapter outings, Christmas 
Chapter dinner to life post pandemic. The 
group disbanded with some travelling to 
local sights while others took the return 
journey to Mackay. Chapter members 
are reminded that October run will be to 
Eungella.

Report 4th October 2020 

Impromptu coffee run to Mirani.  Report 
by Richard Collier

A phone call can change everything and 
so it was when I took a call from a Chapter 
member who indicated that “John was good 

for a Mirani coffee run in the morning and 
was I interested?”  

A quick round of phone calls and we had 
ourselves a convoy.  Morning dawned and 
the sky gave every indication that rain 
showers were most likely but the consensus 
was to go as planned.  Attendees included 
Roger & Lesley Green (MGRV8); Jim Forest 
(MGF); John Evetts (MGBGT); Ian & Eileen 
Hall (Cobra) and Richard Collier (MGF).  

The hastily prepared run sheet had the 
group meeting at The Good Guys Carpark 
North Mackay with a planned departure for 
Mirani of 0900hrs.  

With a run leader appointed, the group 
departed with the route taking the cars via 
Glenella, the newly opened Mackay Bi-Pass 
ring road, west to Walkerston, joining the 
Mackay Eungella road east of Pleystowe 
for the run west to Marian and onto Mirani.  
Upon arrival coffees and takeaways were 
ordered from the local store and consumed 
in the local park opposite.  

The group settled down to serious 
discussions including the planned October 
Chapter outing and the November 
Christmas Chapter dinner.  The group 
disbanded, some travelling to local sights 
while others took the direct return journey 
to Mackay.  An impromptu coffee run had 
been arranged and successfully executed 
by Chapter members.

11th October 2020 
“Covered in Chrome” at Mackay Marina, 
rally and lunch at Eungella Chalet, and 
celebration of 90th Anniversary of the 
MGCC UK.  Report by Richard Collier.

90-year anniversary celebrations by the 
MGCC (UK) is a milestone which very 
few motoring organisations worldwide can 
match, made even more significant given 
the turmoil which has been recorded during 
the last century.  COVID 19 pandemic 
remains a part of our daily lives, creating 
changes in our daily interaction with others.  
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Despite the changes there was a good 
roll up of classics cars on display, some 
of which appeared to be first timers.  
Attendees included Roger & Lesley Green 
(MGRV8); Jim Forest MGF); John & Sue 
Evetts (MGBGT); Ian & Eileen Hall (Cobra); 
Paul & Dianne Octrin (MGBGT Turbo) and 
Richard & Lynn Collier (MGAMKII/MGAF).  
Planned activities on such an auspicious 
day post “Covered in Chrome” included a 
rally to Eungella Chalet, some 80km west of 
Mackay, with the group being joined midway 
in Mirani by John Vickery (MGB).  

The run up the valley was uneventful, the 
group making good time and encountering 
only light traffic.  Our hosts had requested 
the cars be parked and displayed on the 
front lawn of the Chalet.  The offer was 
readily accepted, and this privileged display 
location was our small contribution to the 
worldwide celebrations on the day.  Prior 
to ascending the range, Chalet personnel 
notified to ensure no delays securing 
access through the locked gates onto the 
front lawn.  

With a final “are you good to go?” at the 
scheduled stop at the base of the range, 
the cars made the ascent without any 
major issues, minor matters dealt with, 
as necessary upon arrival.  Eungella is a 
township perched on the edge of the Clarke 
Range at the top of the Pioneer Valley west 
of Mackay and surrounded by National 
Park.  

It is claimed to be the longest continual 
stretch of sub-tropical rainforest in Australia 
and the area is also well known for its 
platypuses.  The Eungella Chalet was 
built in 1933 as a guest house for people 
requiring clear mountain air.  

The Chalet has seen its fair share of 
cyclones and bush fires, bouncing 
back each time following repairs and 
refurbishments.  Access to the chalet and 
National Park is via a steep winding road, 
sections of which are subject to landslides 
during high rainfall events.  Once the cars 
had been seen to, attendees retreated to 

the Chalet to formally “sign in” as per the 
COVID19 Management Plan.  

A wide selection of food coupled with 
timely and friendly table service and liquid 
to lubricate the throats meant small group 
discussions were soon struck up.  Two 
hours passed quickly; group members 
started to disperse with some taking the 
opportunity to visit local attractions while 
others turned their attention to the return 
journey home.  

A big thankyou to all involved, your 
enthusiasm and involvement on the day 
made for a successful day.
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QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 4/5 JUNE
On track photos are by Steve Johns; 
presentation of trophies are by Brad Stratton

2016 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Ace Reporter

Weather played a role on Friday with rain 
resulting in very few taking up the offer 
of additional practice. Rain on Saturday 
saw only the adventurous come out to 
try the conditions. This rain washed any 
rubber from the track surface and even 
though Sunday gave a brilliant winter day 
the track surface was a dry yet cold track 
surface so the possibility of record times 
looked uncertain. The entry attracted 
Malcolm Oastler current Australian, New 
South Wales and Queensland champion 
in his OMS 28 again with the Hayabusa 
turbocharged engine.

DA and BJ COTTON SPONSORED 
CLASSES

First class of each run was for the Holden 
HQ group which was won by Anthony Toft 
with a best run of 56.01 seconds. Barry 
Smith (Ford V8 Special) took the Group K 
(Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 1931 to 
1940) with a 61.64 run from John Anderson 
(Woltri, 63.87). Production Touring Cars 
(1958 to 1972) Group N up to 2000 cc 
went to Ken Freeburn (again down from 
Cairns for the championships) with a 53.70 
time from Paul Shergold (54.35) both 
driving Ford Cortina models. Noel Wicks 
won the over 2 litre class in his Holden 
Torana GTR XU1 (50.91 sec). Fred Sayers 
took the Group O for Sports Sedans 
(Historic Racing and Sports Racing cars 
1966 to 1969) in the ex Don Holland 
lightweight Morris Cooper S in 52.03 sec 
whilst Steve Purdy Group S (Production 
Sports Cars 1941 to 1977) MG Midget 
49.87 sec. Roy Davis took the Group T 

Competition Corner
(Production Sports Cars with a Competition 
History 1941 to 1981) in his Triumph GT6 
running a 49.13 time with the Group U class 
(Sport Sedans up to 1985) going to Chris 
Johns in his Ford Escort with a best run of 
47.54 seconds.

CARRIC ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS SPONSORED CLASSES

The All Wheel Drive Forced Induction 
class went to the multiple Queensland 
Motorkhana Champion, Noel Caplet, in 
the Subaru Liberty turbo with a best run 
of 48.21 seconds and Derek Grant in his 
Subaru Liberty turbo GT with a 57.79 time. 
Mark Pryor was quickest of the Hyundai 
Excel X3 Series cars with a 51.85 run which 
was only 0.08 sec outside the class record 
with Bradley Smith (53.68) and Tony Walsh 
(55.35).

BRAD KIMBERLEY CARS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

The smaller engine capacity class in 
Improved Production cars was won by 
Grant Liddell (Datsun 1200 Coupe, 52.74) 
from Karl Reinke (Hyundai Excel, 61.28) 
slightly ahead of Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
Excel, 61.63 seconds). Dave Sidery (VW 
Beetle, 50.61) finished ahead of Karlie 
Buccini (Proton Satria, 50.76) in the 1601 
to 2000 cc class whilst the 2001 to 3000 cc 
class saw a tussle between Ken Graham 
(Datsun 1600 SSS,45.93) and Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS, 46.33) with 
Troy McGrogan (Mitsubishi Lancer, 48.45) 
and Martin Egglesfield (Ford Fiesta ST 
turbo, 49.41) completing the class. Ken was 
quickest over the first 2 runs until Pauline 
grabbed the lead with a 46.33 run to hold 
this position until the fifth and final climb 
with Ken recorded the winning run with a 
45.93 time. Paul Buccini took the over 3 litre 
capacity class with a run of 47.13 secs in 
his BMW 135i from the Holden Commodore 
of Noel Preston (51.27 seconds).
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CLUB EVENTS SEPTEMBER/
NOVEMBER

INTERCLUB HILLCLIMB
Entries from 17 car clubs were received 
for the Interclub event. With many of the 
quickest Formula Libre Racing Cars who 
usually vie for the Fastest Time of Day not 
entered for this event it was uncertain which 
drivers would be in the running for the 
outright honours. A quick look at the entry 
list suggested either a quick Sports Car, 
a Sports Sedan or the Super Kart of Luke 
Weiks may be able to claim the quickest 
time.

REGULARITY
Shaun Rankin took the class in his MGBGT 
with a loss of 18 points from Geoffrey Messer 
in his MGB down 45 points.

HISTORIC
Class victories went to Barry Smith in Group 
K with a best run of 59.51 seconds in his 
Ford V8 Special, Geoff Cohen in his Bulant 
Clubman Mk 7L with a 48.31s seconds 
time for Group Q Sports and in the Group V 
Formula Vee class David Dumolo recorded 
58.52 seconds in his Formula Vee Venom.

SEDAN TYPE CARS
CIRCUIT EXCEL
Mark Pryor was quickest in the Circuit Excel 
class with a 52.65 run from Jeremy Mattea 
(54.71) recording his fastest time at Mt 
Cotton and Adrian McCartney with a best run 
of 58.15 seconds.

ROAD REGISTERED
Jeff Watson won the 1601 cc to 2000 ccs 
class in his Honda Civic Type R (51.07 
seconds) from Richard Marken in his Peugeot 
605 Utility for a 58.76 time. Richard’s 
Peugeot Utility commenced life as a type 
605 luxury sedan and needing a ute to carry 
his motor bikes Richard converted the car 
into a ute. To accomplish this dream he had 
to submit his plans to the Department of 

Transport and Main Roads for their approval.  
The process required mainly  Beam Torsion 
tests together with an engineer’s report to 
determine the roadworthiness and strength 
of the vehicle. 

David Phillips won the 2001 cc and over 
in his Volkswagen Golf GTi turbo (50.43 
seconds) from Derek Holstein (BMW Cooper 
S turbo, 50.38), Matthew McGrath (Ford 
Fiesta turbo, 52.54) with Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
i30N turbo, 62.59 seconds). Derek had been 
the fastest in class for the first 5 runs (Derek’s 
time 50.38 to David’s 50.65) until the final run 
time set by David of 50.43 seconds.

MODIFIED PRODUCTION SEDAN CARS
The up to 2000 cc class went to Noel Dore 
(Volkswagen Beetle, 55.17) from Karl Reinke 
in his Hyundai Excel with a 60.79 time. Phillip 
Dalton (Honda Civic turbo) set a new class 
record in the 2001 cc and over class with a 
time of 45.64 on his fourth run. This lowered 
the previous record of 45.95 set by Paul 
Buccini on 11 September 2016.

IMPROVED PRODUCTION
David Smith took the Up to 1600 cc class 
with a run of 49.78 seconds in his Honda 
Civic. The 1601-2000 cc class went to Dave 
Sidery (Volkswagen Beetle, 49.20) from Greg 
Cameron driving his Hyundai Excel with 
a best run of 52.44 seconds.  On Dave’s 
second run he heard a “horrible noise at top 
engine revs in third gear” and switched the 
engine off. This was traced to a duct hose 
which was munched by the engine fan. Easy 
to replace if there was a Kombi van close 
by however some suitable replacement 
was located for Dave to run in the last three 
climbs.

ALL WHEEL DRIVE FORCED INDUCTION
This class went to Ian O’Hara with a best run 
of 48.72 seconds in his BMW M340i turbo 
from Daniel Callan having his first hillclimb 
event in his Subaru WRX turbo for a best run 
in 51.11 seconds.
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SPORTS SEDANS
The Up to 2000 cc saw a tussle between 
Tyson Cowie and Gavin Taylor for the win. 
The class went to Tyson (Ford Escort on 
the Pirelli UltraSoft P Zero tyres, 45.56), 
Gavin (Volkswagen Golf, 45.68) and Jason 
Martell (Ford Escort, 50.90). Jason times 
were 57.36, 51.36, 51.34, and a 50.90. 
First climb saw Gavin (46.23) from Tyson 
(47.62), next run both Gavin and Tyson were 
equal on 46.23 seconds, run three Tyson 
was ahead on 45.93 to Gavin’s 46.23, run 
four and Tyson extended the slender margin 
with a 45.81 to Gavin’s 46.23, fifth run saw 
Gavin back in front 45.68 to Tyson (45.72), 
then the final run had Tyson’s  best of 45.56 
whilst Gavin was unable to get any gear 
out of hairpin second time thus spoiling the 
challenge. Tyson improved his time on each 
run. 

2001 and Over class was won by Terry 
Sproston (Nissan GTiR turbo, 49.80) from 
David Malone (Holden Torana GTR XU1, 
54.12). Robert Vautin was competing in 
his Volvo 242GT turbo for this meeting. 
Unfortunately for Robert on his first run an oil 
line broke when in the second loop leaving 
an oil trail. Mammoth work effort by drivers 
including Robert, pit crews and track officials 
to lay oil dryer then sweep enabled the event 
to continue. Many thanks to all who assisted 
with the cleaning the track surface.

SPORTS CARS
PRODUCTION SPORTS CARS
Shane Murphy won the Up to 1600 cc class 
in a time of 52.84 seconds in his Lotus 7 
from Jonathon Jones in his Lotus Europa 
with a best run of 54.80 seconds.

The 1601 cc and Over class had the biggest 
class field with eleven drivers. The final order 
saw the class won by Rod Thomas (Mazda 
MX-5, 47.94) from John Jones (Toyota 86, 
49.71), Darren Brent (Mazda MX-5, 50.25), 
Gregory King (Toyota MR2, 50.88), Flavio 
Paggiaro (MG F, 51.77), Phillip Rowen 
(Mazda MX-5, 51.86), Peter Andrews (MG F 
TF, 53.16), Jeffrey Moo (Toyota 86 GT, 53.46), 
Andrew Lake (MG F, his personal best to date 
of 53.76 seconds), Anthony Hayes (Toyota 
86, 54.27) from Chris Lake (Toyota 86, 56.03 

seconds). John (50.55) was fastest after the 
first run followed by Gregory (51.60), Phillip 
(52.40), Darren (54.81), Peter (55.66), Andrew 
(55.75), Jeffrey (57.05), Rod (57.18), Anthony 
(57.37), Chris (57.78) and Flavio (58.19). Rod 
(49.04) was ahead by the second climb from 
John (50.55), Gregory (51.20), Darren and 
Flavio (51.77), Phillip (52.40), Andrew (54.26), 
Anthony (54.80), Jeffrey (54.96), Peter 
(55.66), Chris (56.03). Third run saw Rod, 
John (49.87), Darren (50.25), Gregory, Flavio, 
Phillip (51.87), Andrew, Anthony, Jeffrey, Peter 
and Chris. By the fourth run the finishing 
order for the class had been established. 
Michael Larymore took the over 2 litre class 
with a 44.30 second run in his Toyota MR2 
from Phil Hart (Porsche GT3, 49.29 on old 
tyres although his friends state he always 
says he is on old tyres) and Daniel Griffiths 
with a 61.41 seconds time in his Datsun 
240Z.

CLUBMAN SPORTS CARS
Driving his Westfield SE Brian Pettit took 
the class in 46.17 seconds from Dick 
Reynolds (Caterham Super 7, 49.17), Bruce 
Combe (Westfield Clubman, 50.80), Jon 
Young (Caterham Super Seven, 50.88), 
Tracy Combe (Westfield Clubman, 51.68). 
Brian was quickest from the first run (46.85 
seconds) followed by Jon (51.49), Tracy 
(51.68), Bruce (52.19), and Dick (53.11). Run 
two Dick moved into second spot (50.73), 
with Jon (51.49), Tracy (51.68) and Bruce 
(52.05). Run three saw Brian (46.69), Dick 
(49.90), Jon (50.46), Bruce (51.06), Tracy 
(51.68). Brian set his fastest run of 46.17 the 
next climb with Dick (49.86), both Jon and 
Bruce (50.88), Tracy (51.68). The final order 
was set on the fifth run with Brian (46.17) 
ahead, Dick (49.17), Bruce (50.80), Jon 
(50.88), Tracy (51.68).   
  
SPORTS CARS
Steve Torpey won the class with a 49.74 
time in his Mazda RX-7 turbo from the Toyota 
MR2 turbo driven by John Wuttrich recording 
a best run of 50.74 seconds.

RACING CARS
FORMULA VEE CARS
Formula Vee class went to Jim Heymer 
running his Hornet Formula Vee for a 54.16 
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time.

FORMULA LIBRE 
Luke Weiks won the Formula Libre up to 
1300 cc class with a 44.49 second run. Each 
of Luke’s runs in his Arrow Super Kart was 
faster with times of 52.57, 52.35, 45.62, 
45.60, 44.82 and 44.49 seconds.

TOP TEN
The top ten times after run 1 were set by 
Gavin Taylor (Sedan car, 46.23 seconds) from 
Brian Pettit (Sports car, 46.85), Tyson Cowie 
(Sedan, 47.62), Geoff Cohen (Sports, 48.64), 
Ian O’Hara (Sedan, 50.15), Phil Hart (Sports, 
50.28), Phillip Dalton (Sedan, 50.29), Steve 
Torpey (Sports, 50.35), John Jones (Sports, 
50.55) and Dave Sidery (Sedan, 50.57).
Run 2 saw Michael Larymore (Sports, 45.13), 
Taylor (46.23), Cowie (46.23), Pettit (46.85), 
Cohen (48.64), Rod Thomas (Sports, 49.04), 
O’Hara (49.37), Hart (50.28), Dalton (50.29) 
and Luke Weiks (Formula car, 50.35) in the 
top ten.

After run 3 the order was Larymore (45.13), 
Weiks (45.62), Cowie (45.93), Dalton (45.95), 
Taylor (46.23), Pettit (46.69), Cohen (48.64), 
Thomas (49.04), Hart (49.29) and O’Hara 
(49.37).

Run 4 Larymore (45.01), Weiks (45.60), 
Dalton (45.64), Cowie (45.81), Pettit (46.17), 
Taylor (46.23), Thomas (48.42), Cohen 
(48.64), O’Hara (48.76) and Hart (49.29).
Top times after the fifth run were Larymore 
(44.76), Weiks (44.82), Dalton (45.64), Taylor 
(45.68), Cowie (45.72), Pettit (46.17), Thomas 
(48.30), Cohen (48.64), O’Hara (48.72) and 
Dick Reynolds (Sports, 49.17). 

Final run gave the outright results as 
Larymore (44.30), Weiks (44.49), Cowie 
(45.56), Dalton (45.64), Taylor (45.68), Pettit 
(46.17), Thomas (47.94), Cohen (48.31), 
O’Hara (48.72) and Reynolds (49.17).

Photos are of winner of Fastest Time of Day 
– Michael Larymore (MR2) and Philip Dalton 
(Honda Civic) who was the only driver to 
break a class record at the event. 

Photos by “CH Images/Jack Marning”



The Octagon - November 202074

COVID CUP HILLCLIMB 
7 & 8 NOVEMBER

At last weekend’s C Sprints event at Morgan Park, the last event for 
that group for 2020, Brian Pettit broke the lap record for sports cars 
1500 -2000 in his Arrow Clubman. 122.106.

He missed the first run of the day due to a split radiator hose for which 
he manufactured a replacement that he got from the Warwick Repco 
shop and had no further troubles for the weekend. 
I think his smile says it all :)

(Our thanks to Berenice Stratton for thinking of sending this information 
and photo to this grateful Octagon Editor)

Outright place winners pictured with their trophies were
1st – Dean Amos -  Gould GR55B -37.63
2nd – Greg Tebble -Van Diemen FF2000 – 42.06)
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or by email to vprojects@internode.on.net

Hillclimbs

Jim Scott
Membership Secretary

on 0411 601 711
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