


Name

Richard Mattea

Ken Wasley (Barbara)

Phone

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Mobile

3325 0409

0408 753 421 0423 152 723

Malcolm Spiden 3266 6350
Carly Mattea (Richard) 3325 0409
David Robinson 3255 9037
Don Webster (Ann) 3379 2566

Peter Karlsen
Chrystellee Semple
Matt Johnson

Position Name

Event Secretary Annette Truscott
Benn Gregory

Ev. Sec. Asst. David Robinson
Richard Mattea

Motorsport Australia Delegate Chris McMahon

Club Captain Don Webster
Canteen Convener (Mt C)

Special Interest Vehicle  Paul Strange
Concession Contact

Webmistress Glenda Crew
Clubrooms Max Johnson
Regalia Peter May
Octagon Editor Elaine Hamilton

All enquiries to the secretary:

0439 526 060
0415 085 760
0468 300 660

0410 310 452

Email

PRESIDENT
president@mgccg.org
VICE PRESIDENT

wasmgll@gmail.com

SECRETARY
spidenm@yahoo.com.au
TREASURER
moffmat@bigpond.com
COMMITTEE

robo25home@bigpond.com

0402 314 947

Phone Position

3893 2438

Name

Library

Point Score

Membership Sec.
National Meeting
Co-ordinator

Chapter Liaison

Far Nth Qld Chapter
Wide Bay Chapter
Bundaberg & Dist Chapter
Darling Downs Chapter
Capricorn Chapter
Whitsundays Chapter
Midweek Run Coordinator

0418 870 782

donweb@bigpond.net.au
pksklaytonskarters@gmail.com
chrystelleesemplem.g@gmail.com

mdj78@outlook.com
Phone
David Robinson 0407 39536037
lan Fettes 0418 38633858
Jim Scott 3255608711
Cathy Bartley 61646947

cathy_bartley@hotmail.com
Davihkitepher.mecmahon@live 3992.2899

John Fransen 381B EEH630
David Hall 040RGABIB26
David Cook 381298347

Glen Hadfield pstrange@bif#dAd66mM92

Jim Armstrong (38U 989222
Richard Collier (Interim) ~ (32R B¥3866
Jeff Heslewood 0412 88908395

0487 790 211

vprojects@internode.on.net

Headquarters: 8/16 Collinsvale Street, Rocklea
C/o GPO Box 1847 Brisbane 4001 E & OE Hillclimb: 47-87 Gramzow Road, Mt Cotton

The opinion of the editor, correspondents and advertisers expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the management
committee of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc. and as such the club accepts no responsibility. Published six times a year. Member’s
personal advertisements are free. Club constitution available in clubrooms. Copyright 2021 MGCCQ.



President’s Report

Annual General Meeting, September 17, 2021
Management Committee Report

The Management Committee has met monthly,
and in compliance with applicable COVID
restrictions, fulfilling its Constitutional obligations.
The Committee of 10 was reduced by one
member who resigned from Committee and
subsequently a couple resigned from the Club.

Members elected to the Committee need to treat
each other with respect and behave in a socially
acceptable manner that does not cause offense.
There is no excuse. Where this is not possible,
members should remove themselves from the
Committee, not seek re-nomination or face being
removed from the Committee.

The resignation caused a vacancy on Committee
which was not filled and thus additional work
was placed on other committee members.

HIGHLIGHTS

The Committee implemented the new
Constitution following last year's meeting
through registration with the Dept of Fair Trading.
This represented a milestone for the Club.

Some members attended the All Chapters
Combined meeting at Hervey Bay.

This event was well attended. Commendation

is given to the Wide Bay Chapter for organising
this. At the event it was decided that the
combined chapters meet will be held every two
years with Capricorn chapter proposing to host
the event in 2022.

Hillclimbing at the Club is a core service,
provided for the enjoyment of Club members and
guests.

With a COVID interrupted series, Club points
and awards were abandoned for 2020 and
two events were held at the end of the year
as separate competitions. 2021 started with a
popular and successful Come ‘n’ Try day and
Test ‘'n’ Tune.

The Come ‘n’ Try days are sought after by the
public and the Club needs to consider running

more of them or progress them into training days
throughout the year. The Hillclimb Series has
been successful in 2021 with Round 5/6 running
next weekend.

Our promotion of the QId. Circuit Racing
Championships became an outstanding success
in 2021 with record participation. The organising
and running of the event are of that high a
standard it brings accolades of praise from the
racing community. Well done. As a result, the
successful event provided a significant financial
boost for the Club.

The Queensland Hillclimb Championship was
a most successful event this year. Comments
were received that it was the “best ever”.
Competition was fierce, the atmosphere was
electric, with many spectators attending over
the two days. The awards ceremony was
very celebratory, with presentations by Mayor
Williams from Redland City Council, Councillor
Stemp from Logan City Council and our local
State Member the Hon Mick di Brenni.

The Australian Hill Climb Championship did not
go ahead as planned in 2020 due to nationwide
COVID restrictions. The scheduled date and
competition were turned into a multi-club
competition — the COVID Cup which was a great
weekend. The AHC is planned for November
25-28 this year.

Our Mid-Week runs have suffered throughout
the year with COVID shutting down venues and
restricting movement around the state. This
equally applies to Brisbane and our Regional
chapters. However, when the restrictions are
lifted, the mid-week runs are rescheduled which
provides a respite from lockdown and important
social benefits for member’s well-being.

Noggin n Natters also took a hammering from
COVID restrictions too. Under the cautious eye/
approach of Don, Tim and Lynne these events
have sprung back to life with themed nights
accompanied by fine food at the Club from from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37
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Some Words from Elaine

| know that every Octagon has a wealth of interesting
reading for you and this one is no exception. In fact
there are two real highlights in this issue: one is a report
by the Capricorn Chapter of the major 7 day run which
they organised and was named the GSW run (The
Great South West Run).

| am drawing your attention to it because it is located in
the Capricorn Chapter’s section and | don't want any of
you to fail to notice it there. The huge effort that must
have gone into the organisation of the run was obviously
worthwhile as the report oozes feelings of success,
achievement and enjoyment. Please ensure that you
read it and enjoy it and the quantity and quality of the
supporting photographs.

A‘MUST READ' in this issue is the tribute to the late
Ann Thomson by Malcolm Spiden who probably knew
Ann longer and better than any other of us. Thank you,
Malcolm, and thanks also go to those who contributed to
the fine collection of photos which enhance and support
Malcolm’s words. Also included here is the citation
which went with Ann’s receipt of an HONORARY LIFE
MEMBERSHIP of CAMS.

‘Included in this issue are the documents presented

at the Annual General Meeting — as not all members
could attend, they are reproduced here so all Club
members can have access to them and knowledge

of their contents — they are the report tabled by the
Management Committee, and a financial statement
tabled by the Club treasurer. It has been a busy time for
the Club in many ways and there will be reports of some
recent events which may have to be held over until the
next Octagon.

Arepeat included here is the story ‘Y to the West' of
Peter and Delia Rayment's trip across Australia to go
to a National Meeting. This has been included because
of the interest shown in the recent trip across Australia
by Ross Letten and friends. For those of you wishing
to read more like this, | urge you to go to the Archive

of all past Octagons available to you through the Club
website. Here you can read the full text of ALL past

Ross Kelly 3352 4151

0407 364 543
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Octagons but the one | will draw your attention to is the
July 1993 one in which the Rayments described their
drive, along with others, across the country, including
time on the Birdsville Track, in their MGs. It is in the
July 1993 issue.

In a recent Octagon, | published requests from two
members for anyone with information on two cars
which were special to them to make contact with the
person making the request. One was for information on
a Sprite raced many years ago by Kerry Horgan and
the other was seeking information relating to Buchanan
bodied-cars.

Initially the requests failed to stir anyone into a reply
but, just recently, the ‘tide turned’ thanks to Club
member, George Diggles and his brother-in-law whose
response was as follows:

“My brother in law George Diggles asked me to get

in contact with you regarding Kerry Horgan's Sprite. |
am one of the ones who converted the car into a drag
racing vehicle back in the early to mid eighties. It is still
around much like | built it but | have not had ownership
since the late eighties. The only thing left of the original
vehicle is the body and the Sprite front suspension.

It has a fabricated chassis. | don’t believe it could be
restored to what Kerry Horgan had. | have attached a
recent photo.

Photo taken at QR. Seems it has a Chev V8 now.
Regards, Jeff Watson

Mark Wellard 0413 227 319



Hopefully further information may still be forthcoming in
answer to one or both of these requests.

Re the publication of the Club calendar — the number
of changes happening as a result of many changes to
dates of events because of the changes and restrictions
as a result of the continuing presence of the COVID
virus which is having a strong impact on our Club
calendar and the calendars of many other sporting

and social groups. We are doing our best to keep

you updated — | suggest that a good place to go for
information is the updated file of events which | update
as often as needed and which then becomes available
through the LATEST NEWS ICON on the home page of
the Club website. | try to keep the time delay between
the receipt of new information and its being published
as short as possible — | hope you are all aware of it
now and are able to make use of it. The other reliable
—and certainly the MOST RELIABLE SOURCE is the
online calendar which is available from the ‘What's On’
page of the Club website AND WHICH can easily be
updated as often as needed including by the Chapter

Coordinators to keep you up to date with all coming
Club and Chapter events.

The end result of what | have been saying here is that
the Calendar insert as you would have been familiar
with for a long time will not be published in the Octagon
until we are back to living in a time which allows

for stability of timetables of dates for events. In the
meantime, you have access to the most reliable and
up to date information through the online ‘What's On’
calendar.

Also, remember that there are some events whose
dates can be easily remembered e.g. Noggin ‘n’Natters
are generally held on the first and third Friday of each
month and the midweek run is generally held on the
fourth Wednesday of the month.

The next Octagon will be the November/Christmas
issue which has a closing date for receipt of items for
publication which is the last day of October.

\OUCEpourt

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2021

(Please check the online calendar in case some changes have been made for some of the events
listed below — the online calendar is on the Home page of the Club website under the ‘What’s On’
heading. This is the most reliable source for information on events and their date/s.)

SEPTEMBER

3 Noggin ‘n’ Natter
4 Interclub Hillclimb
12 Concours

17 Annual General Meeting and Noggin ‘n’ Natter
19 All British Day (Brishane)
22 Midweek run

25/26  Rd 5 of the Hillclimb Series

OCTOBER

1 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

3 Hyundai Excels Nationals at Morgan Park
3 Aday in the country (new date)

15 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

16/17  Proposed date for Australian Motorkhana

Championship at Willowbank

25-28  Australian Hillclimb Championship
27 Midweek run

NOVEMBER
5 Noggin ‘n’ Natter
19 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

19-21  Qld Championships Circuit Racing Rd 4 at

Morgan Park
24 Midweek run organised by Meryl Miles

23/24 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series Rd 6
DECEMBER
5 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

NEW MEMBERS

The Club welcomes the following new members to
the MG Car Club of QId Inc and wish them a long and

happy association with the Club.



July Midweek Run

To Glamorgan Vale Bottletree Hotel for
lunch. July 7th

After being battered for days from cold
winds from the west, you could not ask for a
better day to fire up the car and go for a run
in the country.

16 MGs out of a total of 26 cars came for
the run including a rather nice old Ford
Mustang / brum /brum.

It was good to see some of our older
members and friends come along for this
run viz.

John and Glen Boyce, lan and Karen Fettes
and Marie Bennett.

16 set off from the Calamvale Hotel car park
for morning tea at Colleges Crossing where
our North side members were waiting.
After a cuppa and a chit chat back, it was
time to get back into the cars for a run to
the pub with some lovely back road driving
which took us through the townships of
Rosewood, Grandchester, Laidley, Plain
lands , Lowood and then on to Glamorgan
Vale for lunch. The staff and food at the
hotel were more than acceptable.

See you on the next run.

Errol & Wendy Hoger

Participants were:

Allan & Joyce Tebbutt
Barry Lutwyche

Jan Burke

Phil Hartley & Ann Stanford
Tim & Lynne Bateman
Terry & Lynn Jones

Denis Thomas

Errol & Wendy Hoger
Dennis & Diana Kelly

Don Webster

Jeff Heslewood

Greg & Rhonda Hannant
Neil & Kate Robson

Gary Lawrence & Mike Gibson
Bruce Mutch

lan & Karen Fettes

Trevor Penson

John & Glen Boyce

David & Meryl Miles

Malcolm Campbell & Kathy Burford

Lloyd Thomson & Karen
Ross & Shez Letten
Ray & Sue Edwards
John & Pat Walker MGA
Trevor & Joy Jones

Audi
MGB
MGB
MGA
MGB
MG TC
MGB
MGB
MX5

MG TD
Subaru
MG3
BMW
MGB GT
Forester
MG Magnette

Nissan
MGB GT
Golf GTi
MGB
MG TD
MGB

Mustang
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by Richard Croston

About two years ago | purchased a pile of
TC MG parts. There was almost enough
of them to build a car. Except all the parts
were past their use by date and they were
collected from at least three derelict TCs.
It took my friend Graham and myself three
hours to load the truck for the 900km trip
home from the vendor’s shed.

On return home | took most of the pile

of parts over to the sand blasters, parts
cleaners at Brendale. The men from Senko
did a wonderful job of revealing how rusty
a lot of the panels were. The light-coloured
protective paint they coated the cleaned
parts with showed up the cracks and rust
holes in the chassis that needed repair.

As for the engine, it was a total mess. The
previous owner mentioned that he thought
that it had a broken ring in number two
piston. The piston was about to lose its
crown and the bore had a score mark 2mm
deep. Fortunately, | had another block,

a very good cylinder head and a good
useable crank shaft. My friend the late Eric
Olsen, a wizard engine builder amongst the
other wonderful enterprises he was involved
in took charge of the engine rebuild. New
pistons, resizing the rods, a new modern
Crain camshaft with modern domed cam
followers. We made new shorter push rods
to suit.

Browns Engineering provided the quality
machining, crack testing and balancing.
The oil pump was a total write-off. The
pump gears and drive shafts were so rusted
it took them a good soak for weeks in
degreaser before they came apart.

One of the modern innovations to help keep
the oil inside the engine is the front and

rear crankshaft oil seals. Clever use of the
modern lip type seals can be applied. | think

in the end we assembled and dismantled
the engine a good eight or nine times before
Eric was satisfied and we had a good
enough fit of all the parts.

The gear box | sent up to Alan Henry at
Nambour. Alan is a fantastic machinist with
a huge history of looking after some of
Australia’s top racing cars, sports cars and
sports sedans... The gear box proved to be
in the best condition of all the parts of the
car only requiring new bearings and a thrust
washer.

The axles, front and rear needed a lot
of work. Fortunately, the front axle was
the correct shape (caster and camber).
We replaced the king pins, spindles and
steering linkages.

The rear axle was a mess. New drive
shafts, hubs, bearings and more modern
oil seals were fitted. There now is a good
chance that the oil in the diff will stay where
it is most needed and not lubricate the

rear brakes. A common feature on TCs.
The brakes had a complete overhaul, new
everything.

The MG TC steering box is an item

which has attracted much comment and
experiment over the years on how to
improve it, or make it work in a fashion
that tells the driver he is controlling the
direction in which the car is travelling.
Datsun 1200 steering boxes have been a
common replacement. Now they are rarer
than genuine TC boxes. VW boxes are a
common source of steering control being
well made German devices. | decided
that a TC needs a TC steering box, so up
to Alan’s for a conference on what to do
with the mess of a steering box on Rusty.
The worm and peg which is inside the box
was in about the same condition as the oil
pump. Joe Farmer came to the rescue with



a better worm (still attached to the steering
shaft). This was fortuitous because the
original shaft had been modified in a very
agricultural manner and not recommended
for driving with.

There is another roller bearing modification

When it was found.

which can be added to further enhance
steering quality. That will have to wait. |
want to try the original first.

I will tell you about the body restoration.
That is another story which will have to wait
for another rainy day.

Engine start up, it looks like it
is in intensive care.

Engine and chassis

A tribute to the late Lesley Pyott

VALE - Lesley Pyott — some words
from her husband, Steve, in this letter
to David Miles

Hi David, It is my sad duty to let you
know that Lesley unfortunately passed
away two days ago in her care home,
with our younger son Michael sitting
with her, from the combined effects of
her several years of dementia, but more
particularly from a broken hip that was
partially replaced after falling out of bed
purely for pain reduction reasons.

Although this final outcome is very sad,
I'm thinking of it as a merciful release
from a very difficult situation.

| know Lesley had a very special place
in her heart for her association with all
the wonderful folks at the MGCCQ. This
association produced some very special

happy times that Lesley really enjoyed.
She also enjoyed her involvement with
Club activities and | would appreciate
you passing on this sad news to anyone
who might remember her. Michael will
be in touch with you in due course with
some ideas for remembering Lesley.

Lots of love, Steve.




BUILDING A SCALE MODEL

OF THE KADITCHA ROMANO

by Alan Wheeley

When | decided to build a scale model of
the Kaditcha Romano, | first drew it in 3D
on my computer, using the original drawings
that Barry Lock did when he first built the
car. | have known Barry for many years
back to when we both raced slot cars very
competitively. | read just about all that

is on the internet about the car, and its
specifications, so that the drawings were as
accurate as possible. The overall shape of
the car is fairly basic and aerodynamic, but
the tunnels under the car were not drawn
on the stuff | got from Barry. So | had to

put them in around the tub, cockpit, motor,
gearbox etc — probably just like Barry had to
do back in the eighties. All this is drawn full
size in the computer.

My mate Keith Butcher has a 3D printer
that we use to print out the individual
components for the scale models we build.
We built them in the past in 1/12 scale,

but these models turn out to be fairly large
and take up a lot of display space, so now
we mainly build then in 1/24 scale. The
nozzle on his printer has an orifice of 0.4
millimetre diameter, so we found quite early
that it prints better if the wall thickness of
the parts is a factor of the nozzle size, so
we settled on 0.8 millimetres wall thickness
of the parts. His printer can produce parts
to a maximum size of 240 millimetres

by 145 millimetres and 140 millimetres
high. We found through experience that
the heated bed of the machine has much
reduced effect on the parts after they are
60 millimetres high, so we try to keep below
that height for all of the components. So
after the drawing is complete, | scale it
down to 1/12 size, and then draw a second
surface 0.8 millimetres inside the outside
surface. This takes a lot of time because |
split the whole car into cross sections at 5
millimetres increments, and draw the cross
section shape at each. Then these are
lofted into a shape that gives the surface
outside and inside the model. The Kaditcha
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has openings in the outside surface for the
windscreen and windows, and these are
drawn as slots on the bodywork shape,
rather than simple cutouts in the bodywork.
This is because the printer has to build
temporary supports under any elements
that do not have anything below them, and
this process takes lots of material and time
to print. So with a simple slotted opening cut
into the surface, the printing process of the
component runs well, and the windscreen or
window is carefully cut out with a razor saw
during construction.

All this drawing information is fed into a
computer program which splits the shape
into slices at a predetermined thickness
depending on the resolution you want. We
use around 0.2 millimetres for the thickness.
This shape is fed into a file for the head of
the printer to follow in a horizontal plane
squirting pre-heated plastic filament onto
the layer just below it, so the shape is
gradually built up from the base to the top
of the part. A part of the Kaditcha around
50 millimetres high can take more than an
hour to print with passes at 0.2 millimetre
increments. The Kaditcha took nearly 10
hours of printer time to produce.

These are the individual components after
they came out of the printer. The tunnels
under the car can be seen clearly in the
front (left) and rear (right) printed parts. The



slotted cutouts on the cockpit printed part
can be seen on the mid right of the photo,
with the dashboard just forward of that. The
wheels and tyres are printed in black. On
the left are the rear wind endplates, and
front wheel arches, then the radiator outlets
and rear wings. Bucket seats and steering
wheel are in the centre, and the snout and
rear tail lights etc on the right.

We can print parts in different types of
plastic material, and also different colours.
What we do is not structural, so we use
PLA material because it gives good
resolution for pretty fair strength. The parts
are glued together using ordinary plastic
glue, and then when the joints are set, the
outside surface is smoothed out through
filing, sanding etc to give the final shape.
Sometimes we have to fill in irregularities

in the shape with filler. This process takes
the most time, because for the best results,
the filler needs some hours to set before
sanding again. When the whole model
surface is to requirements, it is painted, and
this can take some days to allow the paint

to harden between coats. The clear panels
are normally built from 0.3 millimetre thick
clear acrylic sheeting, which is glued in
place after painting.

That takes care of the bodywork shape,
and now all the individual components are
drawn. The engine is drawn if it is going to
be seen on the final model, but because the
Kaditcha had fully enveloping bodywork,

I did not bother with the engine / gearbox
drawing. If it is an open wheeler, | draw

the uprights, brakes, suspension, springs
etc; and they are printed individually. On
the smaller scale models, the suspension
components are very thin and easily broken,
so | normally build them out of some 1
millimetre stainless steel wire | have. With
the Kaditcha having bodywork so close to
the wheels, | did not bother with the brakes,
suspension and the like. The wheels were
drawn from the original drawings of the
Tyrrell components that Bap Romano
brought back from England, and the correct
size tyres drawn on those wheels. These
were slicks, so no tread was needed to be




MG PRE-WAR AND TYME
EVENT 2021

Event Information and Registration is now available for the
MG Pre-War and TYme Event to be held in Canberra from 1 to
4 October 2021. The information and registration form can be
found at: https://mgcccanberra.org.au/

Inquiries concerning the event may be sent by email to
mg-pre-war-tyme@mgcccanberra.org.au, or by phone to:

1. Pre-War Registrants: Malcolm Robertson ph. 0408 627 685
2. T Type and Y Type Registrants: Kent Brown ph. 0412 558 029

-—--- 25-28 November -- -~

4 -

—— B

For information email

mg-pre-war-tyme ‘mgcccanberra.org.au
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cut into the solid surface of the tyres. If we
need tread on the tyres, | draw the blocks
of tread in a small band across the tyre to
suit its width, and then calculate how many
of these blocks are needed around the
circumference. Depending on the tyre size
and tread type, this number cam be around
65 segments around the tyre. The data
required for this information increases the
file size ENORMOUSLY, so | usually draw
treaded tyres on a different drawing file.

Then if the car has numbers, decals,
advertising etc to be added to the surface - |
draw these on the correct shape and size,
then print them onto special transfer paper,
and they are added in the correct places on
the car. The Kaditcha is represented in the
form it was at its debut at Surfers Paradise
on 6th February, 1983 where it was 3.8
seconds quicker that the existing sports car
lap record held by Frank Matich in the SR4.

The finished model. It is not the best that | have done.
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Mal Ryan Ph: 0419 741 223 - mspa.com@optusnet.com.au - Capalaba, Brisbane.
Check out our website: www.octopusgrip.com to find a distributor close to you.

British Car Specialist & Rover T4 Diagnostics

2 Trade Street

Ormiston Q 4160




August Midweek

On a perfect sunny but cool morning
17 cars left Coomera at 9.30 on our
replacement run for our proposed run
to Yamba which was cancelled due to
Covid-19.

Having said that at least we were on the
road to enjoy ourselves.

Our run circumnavigated the west of
Coomera area where horse studs and
properties on acreage were the scenery
then, finally turning toward the M1 where
everything changed.

We proceeded to the M1 flyover where the
lead car missed the designated right turn.
Two more round abouts later and a lot of
pointing by the lead navigator.....who shall
remain nameless due the secretary act....
we were back on track.

All survived the test to see if you were a
follower of the car in front or navigating you
own run..... OK Bruce and | were talking

We run through the thousands of new

houses on the eastern side of the M1all
having minimum front, rear and side yards
and we wonder how the planning of new
estates like these are approved.

Morning tea was taken at Cabbage Tree
point where we were met with Police,
forensic officers, sound recorders and film
crew...... a new ABC serial being taped but
obviously no MGs were required.

We were joined here by four more cars
making a total of 21.

Leaving Morning tea we travelled back
toward Yatla and on past the Bearded
Dragon hotel up the northern side of
Tamborine Mountain down Galley Walk to
the Botanical Gardens.

We enjoyed lunch and a social get together
even though by then the temperature had
dropped and the wind made most of us
retain our coats.

Not as eventfull as our Yamba trip would
have been but still lucky to be out in the
fresh air unlike our southern neighbors.
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(Or what we experienced in our MGY on
our way to the Easter 2016 MG National
Meeting in Perth, Western Australia)

Everywhere we went on our Nullarbor
crossing both going West and then back on
the way home again Peter kept looking for
the Nymph!

Several times he reckoned he had found
her — young, tall, slim, blonde, but usually
they had clothes on or they spoke a foreign
language. Not like the true Nullarbor Nymph
at all, for legend has it that she goes naked
amongst the kangaroos, and is fluent in
English.

The words Nullarbor Plains conjure up
various feelings and reactions from people.
To some, it conjures up feelings of dread,
fear or impending boredom. But to me,
the underlying feeling | have, when | cross
this vast area of Australia, is probably one
of awe. Awe at its size and its complexities.
Firstly because from one end to the other of
the Nullarbor Plain it is over.745 miles long.
That is equivalent to travelling from London
to Rome or from Brisbane to Canberra.
This plateau made from limestone is about
250,000km square and is the largest karst
on the Planet. A plain without any major
cities, without any towns (only roadhouses),
without any trees and without any creeks or
rivers, that has ever changing vegetation,
even if it is very slight and not all that
noticeable at times.

Before we drove across to Perth for the
2016 MG National Meeting, we mentioned
to friends and acquaintances that we were
planning a cross nation trip. Most of the
immediate reactions from them were “Why
do you want to drive all that way and then
back again too?”

This question was repeated again more

afy

forcefully, when we said how we would be
travelling, but with the addition of -“But why
in an MGY?”

Why in a'Y type. After nearly half a century
of driving to events, particularly National
Meetings in roadsters — be they MGTCs,
MGBs, or MG Midgets and arriving at the
event either deaf in one ear, skin falling off
ones face from wind or sun burn or both,
we thought that it was time to try a “tin top”.
Plus we also felt that we needed more
room! We wanted to be able to converse
on route a bit more easily, as we intended
being away for possibly 6 weeks or so. The
Y, at this stage of our lives, we felt was the
ideal choice. For the trip was to before two
nearly 70 year olds heading to Perth in our
nearly 70 year old car. We were off for an
adventure. We knew that we would enjoy
the trip and we certainly did.

For many years we have travelled and
organised groups in convoy. It is extremely
hard work and in the end because we all
have different likes and dislikes we never
end up pleasing anyone, let alone ourselves
as to where we stay and what we see.

So this time going over we chose to travel
by ourselves as we knew our car, we knew
how far we liked to travel in a day and we
knew where we liked to stop during the day
and at night.

Call us nuts or just down right enthusiasts. It
all depends on one’s perspective in life. We
probably go for the latter definition.

But like most humans we like a challenge
and here was a challenge to cross Australia
in our MGY. En route, we would be meeting
up with fellow Australians and other world

travellers.



Preparation - Peter’s preparation of the Y
before our departure, was time and money
well spent, as all the “modifications” or
additions were most useful. The most useful
of all, Peter thinks, was the installation of

a “cruise control” for those long straight
stretches. For instance, one straight stretch
is 90 miles long across the Nullarbor.

When we packed for our trip things were
loaded in a particular order. Firstly it was
spare parts which went into all the nooks
and crannies, then water (we always carry
plenty of this) and some food (mostly dried
or tinned — survival stuff). Next into the car
went the camping gear. We were going to
be away for at least 6 weeks and this would
not only help our budget but also if we got
caught out/or saw a nice camping spot we
would be OK. Then we supposed that we
would need some clothes. This meant a
variety however - from camping clobber to
full evening attire for the National Meeting
Presentation Dinner, in Perth. Isn't it funny
how, the more formal one dresses, the less
clothes one needs!

Luggage - We appeared to have a fair
amount of luggage. It looked a lot when
spread out on the floor. Peter said there is
not as much room in the Y as what we have
in the MGB with the spare tyre mounted on

the back of the car. We were also worried
about the weight, so we weighed all the
camping gear, clothes, spares, tools etc and
it was about 70kg. Then there was still food,
but there was not much of that. Equivalent
to about 2 not big passengers and it is a
four seater car. No problem.

The Route before the National Meeting -
Our trip from near Noosa on the Sunshine

Coast, Queensland to Perth Western
Australia was to be mostly a direct route
staying on the “black stuff’. We have bush
bashed in our MGB before and after other
National Meetings but not this time. They
are other stories.

Generally speaking we travelled south-
west towards the Queensland/New South
Wales border at Cunnamulla, where we
headed south to Cobar then west to Broken
Hill, Port Augusta, Ceduna (both in South
Australia), across the Nullarbor, then further
west to Norseman, south to Esperance

and off north-west into Perth via the Stirling
Ranges. A trip distance of approximately
3200 miles or 5150 km each way. A
distance from London to Cairo via Genova
and Tunisia.

Here are some of the highlights of our west



bound trip - We departed as temperatures
skyrocketed, for this was one of the driest
summers on record.

This was an early Easter and it meant that
we had to leave early in March to reach our
destination some 3,200 odd miles away on
the other side of Australia. We knew it was
going to be hot but we did not expect to find
temperatures of up to 45°C in the cabin as
we travelled from Cunnamulla south to
Bourke, Cobar and out to Broken Hill. Not
ideal travelling temperatures in a non-air-
conditioned, British made car! The Y wasn’t
really meant for these temperatures or
distances. However we had full confidence
in our little car, and | had full confidence in
my husband’s abilities to fix most problems
in that quarter.

Peter had installed a personal fan down in
the foot-well area, which oscillated. It was
OK at shifting some coolish air around at
times but once it got to over 40°C it felt like
you were in a fan forced oven!

We felt the heat and so did poor little
Victoria (this is what we call our little Y —

for she is short, plumpish, and a brownish
colour). So much so that twice (only twice)
Victoria came to a dead stop, because of
the fuel boiling in the fuel line. Luckily it was
on the open road with nobody else around.
The traffic was really heavy at this stage!
From Bourke to Cobar (95 miles) only 5
cars passed us and we passed a big truck.

Peter alighted, got out his personal drinking
bottle, aimed it at the petrol pump and fuel

line, cooled them both, and hopped back
into the car. Then | squirted my water bottle
over his head to cool him down. He started
the engine and off we went again!

| guess if you made that into a movie it
would look as if we had had this happen
heaps of times before and we knew exactly
what to do. It certainly pays to know your
car — and what is needed to remedy the
situation.

This had happened years before on a very
hot day at home when there was still a
pusher pump fitted to the car. Once we had
put a sucker type SU pump to the car we
had had no more problems until now!

At Cobar we booked into a Motel as it was
so hot and we sat in the swimming pool until
dark when it was still over 38°C at 7pm and
was bad still next morning.

Home to Moonie Xroads - Initially we were
sitting at about 55mph until we hit black soil
country after Dalby. The lumps and bumps
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(but bitumen so it must be good, ha ha!)

is normal for black soil. Also with the ruts
from the B-Doubles and with the cross ply
tyres on the Y, we were tram-lining all over
the road besides flying through the air. The
exhaust pipe, which is 5 to 6 inches above
the road surface, was bottoming badly. Not
much fun so we slowed down to about 50
mph. The shock absorbers on the Y are
very small and don’'t do much. You still

had to be on the ball but it was a lot more
relaxing. We ended up travelling to Perth at
this speed.

St George, Queensland - was good for me

this time as | was able to find my
grandparents’ grave — quite emotional. This
is something I'd tried to do 2 other times
when we were zooming through over the
years. There is no plot diagram at the
cemetery and you have to go to the Shire

Council Office during office hours to look at
the plan. Both other times before, it had
been on a week-end.

You know what it is like when you are
working and have limited time to do things.
But now that we are retired things have
changed.

Cunnamulla — Our camp for the night was
a beautiful grassed area with a backdrop of
sand dunes just outside the Caravan Park
fence. Magic as we watched the sun set
and then the sun rise again on them, the
next morning.

Cobar — The big open cut mine, the huge
slag heap and the museum are must sees
at this very friendly, clean and tidy town
which services several very profitable mines
in the area.

Wilcannia — On the self guide brochure that
one can obtain from the information centre
it is described as “In the middle of nowhere,

the centre to everywhere!” Built on the
Darling River in the late 1800s as a port
during the time when Australia “rode on the
sheep’s back”, its remaining grand buildings



can attest to its importance. They even had
to build a high level, centre opening bridge
across the Darling at the town, to let boats
come and go to Bourke (95 miles to the
north). One looks at the mighty Darling now
and wonders how this was possible, as
there is hardly any water in it, certainly not
enough to have boats going up and down!

Broken Hill — We had already travelled
1,162 miles from home, and by Peter’s
facts and figures we had covered more
than a third of our way to Perth. Yippee!

Broken Hill — What a town! We always love
it. It has so much character and history. In
its heyday, it was a very rich city, as one can
see by some of the fancy public buildings
and splendid old homes.

We visited the Palace Hotel which featured
in the movie “Priscilla — Queen of the
Desert”, to look at the murals which are
everywhere in the hotel - and almost got
mobbed. We were spotted arriving and at
the bar, we were made most welcome by
some “girls” from the local Veteran and
Vintage Car Club who wanted to know
where we were going and where we were
from, etc. Our 10 minute visit turned into
an hour and a half stay or was it longer!
Who cares! The murals are spectacular and
worth a look. Two-up is on Friday Nights.

The Hotel decided last year to organise
the Broken Heel Festival to celebrate 21
years since the movie was made. The
celebrations went off with a bang. It looks
like it could become an annually event with
it being held again this year on the 9, 10,
& 11 of September. It could be fun. The
movie’s BIG HIGH-HEEL SHOE is at the
pub.

On the night we were there | did offer my
day glow orange feather boa to Peter to
wear, but he declined. Truthfully guys you
don’t have to dress up in drag to enjoy the
place.

We had two nights in Broken Hill. What we
called lay days, to catch up on washing,

recover from continuous driving and see
more of the town. We had these lay days in
several places on the way over and back.
We had tow, the distances were so great
and after all, this was meant to be a holiday
not an endurance race.

The second day in Broken Hill saw good
rain that had the large spoon drains across
the roads flowing. We visited an original
(Retro) Milk Bar to see their museum,
partake in a milkshake and take a photo
outside the bar. Next thing we knew the
owner told us that we have just been put

on his Facebook page and did we mind!
Then when we got back to where we were
staying, not to be outdone, the owner
decided that she wanted a photo in front of
her motel - the Lodge Outback Motel for her
Facebook. Saying — “And guess where they
are staying?”

All good fun — people were appreciating/
noticing our little old MGY

This Motel turned out to be a popular MG
stop, not intentionally, as the Armstrongs
(MGBGTVS special — from Yeppoon, Qld),
the Heragtys(MGA Coupe — Redcliffe, Qld),
and the Burns (MGY — Newcastle, New
South Wales) all stayed there on their way,
separately, going over to the National
Meeting. That we know of.

The stretch of road from here to
Peterborough is somewhat lonely but still
interesting as it is dotted with ranges that in
years gone by would have beckoned those



in search of their fortunes. Be it for the gold,
lead, zinc or to farm. It is heartbreaking to
see the ruins of stone farm houses built

by the returned soldiers on land they were
given. Particularly, when George Goyder in

1865 as surveyor-general had indicated

to the powers that be, that this land was
unsuitable for farming and the blocks too
small for grazing. One of his main indicators
that helped him determine this was, that

he studied the different types of natural
vegetation! Have we learnt anything from
this! We think not.

Peterborough — The “Railway Town”. In its
heyday it would have been a very busy and
rich town. There was a major roundhouse
to turn the many steam engines around. It
was equipped for 3' 6”, 4’ 8%%" and 5’ 3” lines
that South Australia had at the time. On the
way over we chose to stay over night as we
wanted to go to the Steamtown Heritage
Rail Centre museum which was well worth
our visit. And as the brochure says it is a
museum with a difference!

Kimba — Is reputed to be Half Way across

Australia. Obviously this is from the Pacific
Ocean to the Indian Ocean. But we had had
a little further t go than that and didn’t reach
the actual half way mark of our trip over

until we were at Ceduna.

Ceduna — Half Way on our trip! Yippee.
1745 miles. All of these little towns we

were going through now have somewhat
changed since we travelled here 21 years
ago. The beautifully kept green grass on the
beachfront near the jetty made a welcome
sight after some of the arid region between
Cobar and Ceduna. The frequency of
dumping points for RVs was good, if you
wanted one. Considering they never used
to have such things, when we went across
in 1995.

Penong — “The town of
windmills” and they certainly
are making a big “todo” about
them. As we left, this tidy little
town, Karen, our Navman
made a profound
statement.”Straight Ahead for
the next 200 kilometres”.
This wasn'’t the first or the
last time that we would hear
such an instruction as we
headed off across the
Nullarbor. The Nullarbor —
Every time we have
traversed the Nullarbor we
are enthralled by the
changing vegetation and it
has been different each time.
A lot of it might only be low
growing but it depends on
the time of the year and whether or not
there has been rain. This time on the way
over it was the greenest we have ever seen
it, and when one looked closer one could



see some small flowers with buds forming
on a lot of the vegetation.

The 300 foot Baxter Cliffs go on forever

-

Some areas reminded me of Africa, as the
acacias presented silhouettes unlike the
ones in South Africa with their leaf clustered
head, often times blown sidewards.

The Baxter Cliffs, which run over 120 miles
across the western end of the Great
Australian Bight are just magical. One could
sit at the edge of the cliffs for hours just
watching the ever changing colours in the
ocean and the sky, taking in the beautiful
fresh air at the same time.
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Access to the "official” viewing points, we
are sorry to say, is now being limited owing
to the way the
world has gone
regarding suing
etc. and people’s
inability to be
responsible for
their actions.
Also there is a
money making
point just back in
aboriginal land
that has a lookout
with a good
bitumen road to
it. Certainly the
grey nomads
have found tracks
to cliff edges to
camp with their
monster vans.
What a place to
stop on the edge
of the world.

The Roadside Rest Areas across the
Nullarbor on the Western Australian side
have now become somewhat civilized, to
years ago. Not so on the

South Australian side where designated rest
areas are few and far between and when
one does stop, one has to fight your way
through used tissue paper etc behind the
nearest bush to do what you have to.
Navman “Karen” told us a few times across
this stretch that we needed to stop, that we
had travelled over 2 hours and could she
find us a Rest Area or Café — “Not so out
here lovey, | am afraid.” we more or less
said together.



Peter thought that he saw the Nymph late
one afternoon as we drove into the setting
sun towards Border Village, after travelling
336 Miles that day. | looked quickly to where
he pointed but I just shook my head and
said “I think the fading light is playing tricks
with your eyes, darling!” “Kangaroos yes but
no Nymph. Time we were off this road as
we don’t want to hit any kangaroos.”

Madura Roadhouse-We had to stop at
every Roadhouse along the way as we had
to buy petrol, as the Y only has an 8 gallon
tank, and if we didn't refuel then we would
run out before the next roadhouse. This was
one of the things we had factored into our
trip before we left. Firstly, checking that we
would be able to go the distance between
roadhouses and secondly allowing extra
time each day, for refuelling. We didn’t
realise how much extra time to what we had
thought we would need however, because
every time we stopped, people would want
to talk. This didn’t worry us at all but a 15
minute stop often extended to a three
quarter hour stop. Madura Roadhouse was
no exception.

We pulled up for fuel, Peter had not got out
of the car when a head popped in the
window with a voice saying “l used to have
one of these!” plus a long history of when,
where etc. No problems. Peter got out
refuelled and went to pay. Whilst he was
doing that | was finishing writing up the
details of our purchase in our log book,
when a head came in my door saying “I
used to own one of these!” Different person,
different story — but still very interesting.

Fraser Range Station — We camped 60
miles east of Norseman that night to check

the place out for our return visit. On our way
back we were going to be accompanied by
two New Zealanders, Warwick and Juliana
Protheroe in their MGB and they had
expressed an interest in staying at the
property. A very interesting place, a working
sheep station that provides a welcome stay
for travellers. Some of their workers come
from different parts of the globe. One couple
we met from Germany, had come for a

night's stay and were still there, now
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working, a month later. They were having a
ball. Who needs the big cities!

We were now three quarters of our way

across to our destination, having now
travelled some 2656 miles.

Esperance — Esperance is one of my all
time favourite places in Australia. | guess it
must be the BIG granite outcrops
everywhere and the wonderful bays, and
islands made of the stuff. Guess it reminds
me of when | was a kid and the odd holiday

we had on Magnetic Island off Townsville in
far north Queensland. Whatever, this area
always makes me feel free and that | would
like to go exploring the archipelago out
there in the Great Southern Ocean. One
can conjure up dreams of explorers or
pirates when one looks at some of the
names of the islands, as there has been
many a foreign sailor here.

Ongerup — Malleefow| Research Centre
- One of many interests in our life is birds.

We love them. Mind you we are not Birdos
or Twitchers. We just appreciate birds for
what they are and what they do and yes, we
have a little refuge at home as we are “Land
for Wildlife” people.
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Anyway when the opportunity presented
itself to visit the Yongergnow (easy for you
to say that) Malleefowl Centre. We were the
first customers through the door the day of
our visit. What a wonderful Education
Resource. We thought we knew about the
fowl, but this visit gave us a much broader
understanding of the Malleefowl’s needs.
Needs which are similar to our “big foot”
bird — the Scrub Turkey at home here. It
also gave us the opportunity to see them up
close and personal.

Stirling Range — After all the flat, plain
areas across the bottom of Australia,
the Stirling Range was a sight for sore
eyes. The geology of the range is quite
spectacular.

The biodiversity within these ranges is
internationally recognised as one of the
world’s top 34 hotspots. It was added to the
Nation Heritage list a decade ago. We were
in luck throughout this region as were able
to see some wildflowers in bloom. We must
come back during spring one year to see it
in its full glory.

Bridgetown — As we headed into this
beautiful little town in the Blackwood Valley
our first port of call was the Blackwood
Valley Cidery, as it was lunch time. Our visit
was well timed as with the lunch came free

The Octagon - September 2021

entertainment with soothing jazz in the
background.

A shame for the town though that timber-
jinkers start roaring past at about midnight
and continue into the day. We weren’t able
to have too much sleep that night as they
sounded like they were driving through the
tent!



The towns people are certainly friendly
enough as we had to have a tyre looked at
by a young fellow (about 40) as it started
going down slowly. On investigation it
turned out to be what Peter had suspected
it to be a pinched tube. And so several of
patches later, the tube talced and fitted
correctly into the tyre and onto the wheel,
we left for Perth. We had new tubes fitted
into new tyres before we left home, but
obviously they hadn’t been fitted correctly.
Peter had unfortunately not been present
when the tyres and tubes were fitted to the
wheels. Obviously the fitter!! did not know
how to fit tubes. Like making sure the tube
is blown up in the tyre before the tyre is
finally fixed onto the wheel. Talcing the tube
lets it move more easily in the tyre to get rid
of any wrinkles in the tube. If these wrinkles
are not removed, they rub and wear holes
in the tubes. Not good. Peter certainly does
not let any tyre fitter refit a wheel to the Y
or the Midget. If they use an air rattle gun
(Spanner) they will break the wheel studs.
The original wheel braces with their small
leverage only let the correct torque to be
applied to the nuts.

Whilst waiting for the young tyre fitter

to look at our tyre we headed south just
south of Bridgetown to look at a collection
of old cars some one in the caravan park
had told us about the night before. What a
sight. Old Mercedes, Citroens, Borgward
Isabellas, Pioneer buses etc all housed in
old double- decker sheds. But no MGs. The
owner Scotty was “home” and took us on
a personal tour of his collection. For this
is what he called it. He said he wasn't a
hoarder- there is a difference!

Donnybrook — Our visit to this town

was made interesting as we chose to go
to a solar farm where the owners have
developed, over the last 20 odd years, a
method of drying stone fruits grown on their
farm such as peaches, plums by the sun.
Solarfruit have a comprehensive range of
products which make ideal healthy and
convenient snacks for travellers. Useful
particularly as one travels around the
country where there is the likely- hood

of having to go through Quarantine

checkpoints, as we did both coming and
going to Western Australia. We had to
make sure we were NOT carrying any fresh
vegetables or fruits, which can be hard to
monitor at times when you are unsure of
your next stop.

Perth- We finally arrived one day early

than planned, with 3421 miles under our
belt - YIPEE

We had actually been doing fewer and
fewer miles in the 4 — 5 days leading up

to us travelling into Perth. But at least we
didn’t have to rush any more every morning
to hit the road. We had left a few days

up our sleeve in case of a break down or
whatever. We had wanted to make sure
that we would be well and truly in Perth for
the National Meeting, which was the main
objective of this trip.

We now had the task of cleaning the

car, as we had gone through a few lots

of grasshoppers at different times that

had embedded themselves into hidden
nooks and crannies. Plus there was dust
throughout from the odd side roads we had
driven to lookouts. Everything had to be
removed from the car so that we had free
access. All the dirt had to be removed in
readiness for the Concours set down for
Easter Saturday when the judges would be
giving the car a thorough going over for any
faults etc.

With all our efforts of travelling all this
distance and cleaning, will it be worth while
at the National Meeting events!! Stay tuned
for our report on the National Meeting and
going home.

Fact Sheet to Perth
17 days travelling
covering 3421 miles
consuming - 2.5 litres of ail
using - 131.93 gallons of fuel
fuel costing - $765.50
Cheapest - $1.08.9 per litre
Dearest - $1.70.0 per litre
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FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND CHAPTER

All British Weekend in Townsville
Sat 12 and Sun 13 June 2021

Travellers — Brendon and June Red Austin
Healey, Graham and Pauline Maroon
Daimler, John and Cherie Red Midget, Tony

Across the Paddock 2.jpg

Red TD and Blue M Type, Alan Red MGB,
John and Helen Mustard MGB.

The Jaguar Club of Townsville holds their
annual All British Weekend mid June. It
was great that it could go ahead again
this year - last year with the uncertainty of

Across the Paddock.jpg

All British some the cars.jpg

All British Tsv.jpg Interest from the next
generation.jpg

Public member drawing some of our cars.JPG
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Some of the line up.jpg

Cardwell Pie Stop.jpg Parked in Tsv at Motel.jpg

Sharing with the next generation.JPG The Jags.JPG

Starting point.jpg

COVID, it was cancelled. The FNQ Chapter  from Earlville, then driving along the Bruce
always enjoys attending and it was nice to Highway to Cardwell, where the local Pie
do a lengthy drive down and back over the Van Man fulfils the annual lunch order, by
weekend, with Sunday being the show day those craving his Aussie goods. The park
of the event. here overlooks the beautiful Hinchinbrook
Island, great view for our stop and refresh.
Continuing on to Townsville, we arrive at
our accommodation right on The Strand mid

Our routine unchanged from previous years,
leaving Saturday morning at around 9am



afternoon. All unpacked then its dinner over
the road, the Jag Club has arranged, to
have a chin wag with the local drivers and
also others that have travelled from south
and west to join in.

Sunday - most are up early for a bit of spit
and polish first then breaky, after which
the vehicles are moved literally around
the corner, to the Jezzine Barracks (a new
location this year), this parkland area was
previously used by the Defence Force as
their barracks for over 120 years, a lovely
grassy area with the orange shades of the
commanding Castle Hill as a back drop in
the background.

Only one award today, people’s choice,
which went to one of the local Jags.
Everyone’s cars looked terrific today, we
had perfect winter weather and it was a
great opportunity to share the ins and outs
of all the vehicles that were showed with

both the public and like minded enthusiasts.

The return trip to Cairns was gratefully
trouble free, it was a really nice weekend,
one we look forward to annually.

Yungaburra Tablelands Run
Sun 11 July 2021

Participants — Bob and Patty Red MGA,
Tony B Red TD, Kay and Harvey Green TD,
Ken and Irene Blue MGB, David and Val
White MGB, John and Cherie Red Midget,
Chris and Val Green MGF.

Two different points of departure today,

big fluffy clouds overhead amazing winter
weather and all ready to tackle the range,
whether it be from either the north Kuranda
Range side of town, or the Gillies bends on
the southside. All had a plan for the same
eventual meeting spot, ‘the finest place in
town’ apparently...Yungaburra Hotel open
since 1910 for lunch.

It was nice to see some of our Members
that had recently gone through a few body
upgrades and chassis realignments of their
own, were again firing on all cylinders,
enabling them to resume driving their much
beloved beauties and enjoy a day out on
the road with the group. Great to see them
in good health and their smiling faces again.



Here are a few pics from our day, always lovely go up there, such a quaint little township
with the colourful hanging baskets of flowers lining the main street.
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FROM PAGE 3

house. These events also provide a respite from
lockdown and important social benefits for our
members well-being.

CHAPTERS

MG Car Club Chapters are semi-autonomous
regional groups of members that organise
their own social activities. The groups have
functioned well this year with many gatherings
and social activities being reported in the
magazine. 246 of our members reside in our
regional Chapter areas. Thank you to David
Miles for his oversight of the Chapters.

MT COTTON HILLCLIMB FACILITY

The Hillclimb continues to be a challenge in
establishing a way forward and what the facility
should offer and how it is to look like in the
future.

The amount of money needed to improve the
site is significant but the benefits and opportunity
it would offer the Club are greater in the long
term.

The list of items that require maintenance, repair
and improvement is extensive. The Committee
has that list and needs to prioritise the works
accordingly to budgeted amounts and resources.
Of note is the availability of large grants for
infrastructure improvements which will be
pursued to resurface the track and improve the
facility generally.

A significant document located this year

was the “Mount Cotton Hill Climb Upgrade &
Development Proposal” dating back to around
2004. Whilst some of the works described
therein have been completed, there are a
number of concepts within the document that
remain outstanding. Whether the document

was accepted by the Club remains speculation,
however it remains, in my opinion, a definitive
document for baselining the further development
of the Hillclimb. This document remains on the
agenda for discussion by the Committee as does
the list of maintenance and improvements.

This year the Committee approved the
connection of the property to the power grid.
Negotiations with Energex have enabled the
connection (to the property pole) be done without

charge to MGCCQ save for vegetation clearing.
This work is on-going.

An NBN connection is planned and infrastructure
has been half completed. The Club has to
complete the infrastructure works (trenching
etc.) from the front of the top gate to the Admin
building.

Investigations are continuing on the supply of
water to the property. This has been escalated
to the responsible Government Minister for a
resolution. It remains a low priority.

The Hillclimb is lacking in having someone to
take responsibility of it for the Club. Not having
this role means that maintenance jobs are
missed, works are not prioritised nor supervised
and volunteers attend and are not supervised.
This caused one volunteer unfortunately to
experience a significant injury. The Club

needs to be aware of its duty of care in the
management of the facility which leads to getting
works done to an acceptable code and with
skilled workers. Yes, it adds to the expense —
but we do own a motorsport facility and we need
to budget accordingly.

Thank you to the team of Wednesday Warriors
who volunteer at the Hillclimb at the Wednesday
working bees.

MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA

The Club remains affiliated with Motorsport
Australia and utilises the protection it offers in
running both social and competitive events. The
track is licensed as a Category C — Hillclimb.
The Club was awarded the “Most Outstanding
Club for 2020 — Queensland” which recognise
the input the Club and its members contribute
to Motorsport as a whole. At most of the major
Motorsport Events in Australia you will find a
MG Car Club member involved somewhere.
Congratulations to the MGCCQ!

FINANCES

Our financial position remains strong. With
considerable cash reserves, the committee
appears reluctant in the spending of it to fund
improvements, particularly at Mt Cotton. Whilst
we have strong financial reporting, the financial
management processes through budgets and
cash flow modelling need to be improved so that



the Management Committee can adequately
manage the affairs of the Club.

It needs to be noted and stressed that sub-
committees do not have any financial delegation
and that all events need to be budgeted and
those budgets presented to the Management
Committee for approval.

We have been successful in applying for several
grants this year. Qld Gov Sport and Rec Dept
granted $2000 for COVID expenses and $9000
to build a bespoke service trailer for the Hillclimb.
The trailer needs painting and anyone with those
skills and time to do so would be most welcome
to help. We received $700 from Redlands
Council for the installation of an electricity
property pole and a further sum for rates offset.

The Club also joined the Australian Sports
Foundation that provides leverage for fund
raising as a Tax Deductable activity.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership as at tonight's meeting is 677
persons.

A breakdown of Membership is

Ordinary 321
Associate 229

Hon Life/Life 21

Junior 8

Social 98

Total Membership: 677

Please take a moment to remember forever
absent Club Members and Friends

Robert Grant, Joan Tighe, Allan Gillam, Pat
Heslewood, Anna Fraser, Paul Wilson, Lesley
Pyott, Greg Newey, Ann Thompson et al

OCTAGON

The Octagon is still an outstanding publication
that reflects the Club of which we are all

proud. The six editions every year are eagerly
welcomed by the club members.

Thank you, Elaine for managing this on behalf of
the Club.

FUTURE

The Committee has an Agenda that is
overflowing with items. Each meeting is taken
up with items of an operational perspective
without the focus needed on future planning.

The Committee has before it Job Description for
roles within the Club to formalise expectations. It

is a considerable workload to review and report
and not achievable given the current schedules.
Consideration needs to be given to meeting
fortnightly for a while to focus on planning and
where we go next. Without setting goals and

a strategy to get there, the Club is less likely to
succeed.

Issues

COMMUNICATIONS

A new approach to Communication strategy is
needed within the Club to utilise technological
trends in reaching our Club members and
wider, to improve our brand, MG Car Club of
Queensland, in the Motorsport and Motoring
Enthusiast domains.

Marketing and Promotion

| see this as a key to building membership and
support of the Club. To have a person drive the
marketing and Promotion of the Club to raise
awareness in the Community as a whole of the
club, its services and offerings.

Our events are not getting the promotion they
deserve and this also needs addressing.
Volunteers

Currently we have difficulty in recruiting
volunteers to events. This situation puts pressure
on our existing volunteers and they are less
likely to have a satisfactory experience. We
need to work on creating a culture that supports
and encourages volunteers. Emphasis on team
work, training and rewards are essential in this
process.

Strategy

My observation is that we don't have goals that
we can verbalise and therefore identify with. A
strategic plan and goals will assist in the Club

to be aware of why it exists and allows for
celebration when goals are achieved. A strategic
plan is an essential tool to measure success

and is often a requirement of making grant
applications.

| respectfully submit the report to the meeting
and hopefully will be given the opportunity

to continue working through these issues to
strengthen the Club for a successful future.

- Safety fast, Jim Scott, President















Entries for the 2021 Australian Hill Climb Championship
are now open.

The MG Car Club of Qld. is endeavouring to host the 2021
Auwstralian Hill Climb Championship at the Mt Cotton Hillclimb
over the weekend of 25™ - 28" of November. We are very aware
of the current COVID-19 and lockdown situation that is
currently in place in many states. We remain hopeful that free
movement between the states will once again be possible by the
end of November. We will continue to closely monitor the
progress of closures and restrictions in the ensuing weeks to
make a final decision on the 15th October, 2021 as to whether the Event will still be held this year.

Any monies paid will be refunded should the event not take place.

Also please note, this year we will be holding the first Motorsport Australia Junior Hillclimb
Championship. To be eligible for this championship, the driver needs to be over 14 years old and be
under 18 years old on the 27th November, 2021. The Entry Fee for the Junior Hillclimb
Championship is $120.00.

Entry is via the Motorsport Australia Event Entry portal: https://evententry.motorsport.org.au/

Membership Matters

Using the Members Portal to manage your membership.
Access to the portal is through the Club’s Webpage (mgccq.org.au) and clicking on the button at the top of
page or you can access the portal directly at mgccg.org/portal

Your User Name is the combination of your Initials (First Name; Last
Name) + Member number (e.g., AA1234).

If you don’t remember your password, you can request it be reset. Go to
https://mgccq.org/portal/passwordrecovery.aspx or click on the link.

Enter your User Name and you will receive an email advising you of your
initial password. Your registered email is the address to which this email
has been sent (check the spam folders if the email doesn’t initially
arrive).

On your next login, you will be asked to reset the initial password, then you will need to login again using
your new password.

If you need assistance in using the portal there is on-line help available from the portal login screen or you
can contact the Membership Secretary on 0411 601711.

Using the Portal you can complete the following membership functions.

Pay membership subscriptions Register an Impromptu Event
Update Personal details View payment information
Add a Social member Maintain vehicle information

Add Vehicle information Maintain vehicle information




GEARY SPORTS CAR CONCOURS AND MG CAR CLUB DISPLAY.

Sunday September 12 was the annual display of MG vehicles at the Geary Sports Concours. Held at the
Trade Coast Heritage Centre at Eagle Farm, the impressive display was set upon by the judges to decide the
years best vehicles. Vehicles were judged by Class and then overall event winners determined.

Class winners were:

Class D Di Hiley MGTC

Class E Bernie Pereira MGTD

Class F Ross Dewar MGTF

Class G Peter Kricker MGA Roadster

Class H Mark Wellard MGA Twin Cam Coupe
Class | Graham Moore MGA Coupe (Single Cam)
Class K Phil Kraut MGB Mk 1 Roadster
Class O Neil Mills MGB GT Mk 1

Class Q Gary Lawrence MGB GT Rubber Bumper
Class R Clive Mulder MGB GT V8 and Costello
Class S lan Wardell MGC GT and Roadster
Class T Calvin Mulder MG Midget

Class U Delia Rayment MGY Saloon and Tourer
Class V David Miles MG Magnette ZA to Mk IV
Class Y Matt Johnson MG Special Post MGA
Class ZB Julie Mundy MG F

Class ZC Ken Wasley MG ZR 160

Class RC Bryan Ponting MGB GT V8 Racing Car
Class NM Chrystellee Semple | Non marque
Demonstration Class Unknown MGA with Honda engine

The Best MGs of the day were selected from Class Winners of the following categories. The winner of these

three trophies were:

Pre MGA Bernie Pereira MGTD
Post MGTF to 1980 Mark Wellard MGA Coupe Twin Cam
Post 1980 Julie Mundy MG F

The Oily Rag Trophy was presented to Ann Howlett and her MGC Roadster, selected by the judges as

representing the true spirit of MG Ownership — The Daily Driver

The overall winner of the Geary Sports Car Trophy for the Annual Concours will be selected from the three
category winners. The winner will be announced at the Annual Presentation of Trophies and will be

presented with the Geary Sports Car Trophy.




WIDE BAY CHAPTER

Ken and Val have been longtime
members of the Wide Bay Chapter of the
MGCCQ.

They have had many collectable cars

in their lives, MGs included. The Morris
Minor Woody got sold early this year as

Ken was unable to get in and out of it very
easily so this was going to be their Last
Classic car they owned, Ken’s health was
failing and Val said to us on many occasions
that she didn’t think they would ever buy
another collectable car.

However Ken was searching the Web

one day and found this Rolls for sale

in Melbourne. He was EXCITED and

after photos and correspondence were
exchanged they came to an agreement with
the seller and Ken made the decision to
purchase the Rolls.

He got it brought by Transport to Hervey
Bay and Ken and Val now have a new lease
on life, surprising what a car can do for your
health and well being especially when you
love them as much as Ken and Val. This
car has brought back so many memories

of times when they were young and newly
married. Read Ken'’s Story attached and
you will understand.

David & Lyn
Wide Bay Chapter
MGCCQ

The story continues

Ken was a bus driver; this is when he met
Valerie. Not long after this he was able to
acquire the position of chauffeur to the Duke
and Duchess of Marlborough, at Blenheim
palace Woodstock Oxon with beautiful
accommodation. This is where they married

and had 2 children Anita, and Deborah.-
during his time there he met many royals,
and Sir Winston Churchill. In 1960 Ken
was offered the position as 2nd chauffeur
to HM the Queen, but after an extensive
interview turned it down as it included half
a year away at times, and was only suitable
for a single person, and the pay was less,
and the flat offered was a disgrace, he was
told no one had ever turned down such a
position.(Ken often tells people that he was
then thrown into the tower of London, and
ended up in Australia).His love of beautiful
cars, set a bucket list that one day, he would
own a Rolls, Valerie has now hidden his
bucket.

Sunday 23rd May

Over 40 members attended

the Gympie Gold Mining Museum for a
lovely lunch set outside on our own looking
out over the big Fig Tree with MG’s parked
all around it.
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After lunch we were treated to a guided tour
of the Museum by a very experienced ex
Miner which was well received by everyone
,some of those early miners certainly had a
tough life however this Gympie gold mine
was the saviour of Queensland back in the
early days of the depression.

Great to see some of the Gympie MG
enthusiasts come along and enjoy the day

Wednesday 2nd June we decided to have
a short run around the Hervey Bay area
finishing at a popular park on the Esplanade
at Point Vernon called ES&A park

The tide was in when we arrived with very
few people at the park ,however we made a
big difference to that as our crew settled in
for morning tea.

After morning tea | set up the Disc Bowls

with us and bring their lovely MG'’s for us

to enjoy looking over especially the 2 new
Twin Cam additions of Wayne and Megan’s.
They are very special cars.

A good day had by all with thanks to Trevor
and Sylvia for being our great leaders on
the trip down

David & Lyn

,the Ladder Golf and Dilys brought along
her Bouche Balls and Coits for all to have
a go. We even had some ring in’s who we
invited to join us on the Disc bowls and
Ladder Golf.

Those members that weren't interested

in playing games enjoyed checking out

the Cars with Rod’s Lamboginie and Bills
Essex being the hit of the day both with our
members and the public.



Most stayed on for lunch. It was a BYO
day for everyone and all enjoyed being in
this beautiful park. Secluded from the road
amongst the trees by the blue water we

all enjoyed the members’ company and
you can't get much better than that on a
sunny Wednesday here in a little piece of
paradise.

Wednesday 14th July

The weather was beautiful and with a
High tide the trip through Gatakers Bay
was stunning and surprisingly enough the
traffic in the busy parts of the esplanade
wasn't too bad either. On arriving at the
Botanical Gardens we all enjoyed our
Morning tea in the wonderful setting
looking out over the Lake with the Fountain
gushing. It was very enjoyable, there were
great conversations about solving the
World’s problems and forgetting about our
own.

After Morno’s we visited the Orchid House
where there were many Orchids in flower,
we had the privilege of having our own
personal guide to explain the different
varieties.

Most of us were enjoying the day so much
we decided to stay on for Lunch, taking

advantage of a bakery over the road where
we devoured Pies, Pasties and Bee Stings
YUM.

A credit to the Fraser Coast Regional
Council to the way the Parks and Gardens
on the Coast are maintained. Everything is
always so clean and tidy wherever we go it
makes it very easy for us to enjoy being out
and about in our beautiful environment.

Saturday the 17th of July 2021

The Burrum Coalfest was held in Howard
and Torbanlea.

The Wide Bay Chapter along with many
other Car Clubs like to support this function
as it brings much needed funds to this

little town. We had 18 members with 11






cars present, 5 of them being MG’s. The
plan was for the open MG's to take the
Dignitaries in the procession however when
procession time came along there were no
VIP’s to be spotted.

We had 6 cars in the procession and with
the Floats done up most with Coal mining
memorabilia, the Light Horse brigade were
all received well by the crowds lining the
streets. One special edition was a small
girl named Mackenzie dressed in her pink
riding jacket and loving every minute of
showing off her beautiful Shetland Pony.
She was proud to tell us he was a rescue
pony and 24 years old.

There were plenty of other Car Clubs
representing and displaying their pride and
joy, which made for a great day out for all
of us car nut's. Good to see our members

supporting this function. Like always we all
had a great time together.

Sunday 25th July

30 members of the Wide Bay Chapter had a
nice day out and about on the Fraser Coast

Our first stop was Bamboo Land for
morning tea. Then a wander around the
well established 10 acres of landscaped
parklands featuring a collection

of non-invasive bamboo including

gingers, heliconia’s and everything tropical.
Peter walked around with his camera and
couldn’t see a bird anywhere in sight.

Dilys couldn’t resist buying a plant and
taking it to their car. Checking out the

other cars that were getting little pieces of
Bamboo inside them, it was time to start our
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engines and head towards our Lunch spot
at the Burrum Heads Bowls Club.

Some didn't trust our leader anymore and
made their own way, however those that
did follow had a nice drive through the old
town of Howard before taking the turn down
to Burrum Heads.

We had 7 MG'’s on the day with BMW'’s
a plenty and the Rover and never to be
forgotten the Magnificent Blue Ferrari of
Rod and Leonie’s

All had a great day out with
the MGCCQ Wide Bay Chapter

22nd August 2021 — Rally to Broken
River Resort, Eungella.

Compiled by Richard Collier.

With COVID19 running rampant worldwide
and closer to home in southern states,
Queensland is doing all it can to keep the
State clear of the virus and despite this
distraction it was pleasing to record eleven
people gathered for the run to Broken River,
Eungella some 90kms west of Mackay.
The “run sheet” had the cars meandering
through sugar cane and cattle grazing
country on secondary roads as we headed
west towards the Eungella National Park.
Mid journey the group had a comfort stop
at Mirani including a “coffee break” before
continuing our westerly travel to Finch
Hatton where we were joined by Eungella
Chapter member John Vickery (MGB).
The climb up the steep winding road to
Eungella township was uneventful and

provided some great views of the Pioneer
Valley. Our destination Broken River is
approximately 4kims past the Eungella
township and the iconic Eungella Chalet.
Located within the Eungella National Park,
Broken River is said to be one of the best
locations in the world to see the platypus jn
the wild, a rare and timid marsupial. With
the cars parked, the group soon spread
out, some heading straight for the platypus
waterholes and others morning tea/brunch.
Platypus watchers were soon rewarded

for their efforts, with clear running water
five separate marsupials were identified.
Unfortunately, the local café was not set up
on the day to accommodate large visitor
numbers (parking was at a premium) with
many visitors including some from our
group electing to go to the Eungella Chalet
for brunch/lunch. On the day, the weather
conditions were ideal, clear blue skies and
mild conditions, a far cry from the previous
day when extensive cloud cover was
reported. For those who made the decision
to stay, conversations were struck up and
helped mask the delivery time issue. After
a couple of hours of “natter and chatter” the
group began to disperse, with some electing
to explore other local attractions whilst
others commenced the descent back into
the Pioneer Valley and homeward bound.
Attendees included Roger Green & Richard
Collier (MGRv8); Jim & Lorna Forest
(MGF); Rod Pacey & Beverly (Porsche
911); Jim Robb & Jean (MGB); John Vickery
(MGB) and we welcomed new Chapter
members Philip Martin & grandson (MGB)
and Mark Doyle (MGF).



DARLING DOWNS CHAPTER

Wednesday 14th July — Picnic at Steel
Rudd Park

Our July lunch get together, organised by
Marilyn and Phil O’Brien, was at Steele
Rudd Park near East Greenmount. Ten
members enjoy a picnic in what turned out
to be a reasonable day, weather-wise. It
was great to have David and Meryl Miles
join us for lunch after making the trip up
from Brisbane in their immaculate 1958
Magnette. A great chance to catch up, tell
a few stories and enjoy the company with
plenty of laughs. The Park is on the site
of the boyhood home of Steele Rudd, and
where he found the inspiration to write On

Our Selection and other Australian classics.

Those in attendance: Brian & June Phillips
(MGB); Ron & Judy Gillis (MGB); Owen &
Kay Douglas (MGB); Glen & Bev Hadfield
(Modern); David & Meryl Miles (Magnette).

Sunday 25th July — Monthly Run to
Acland & Cabarlah

A very interesting mid-winter run was
organised by Brian and June Phillips. The
weather outlook for our run to the coal
mining ghost town of Acland and then on to
the northern townships of the Toowoomba
area was not good, with rain forecast for
Friday and Saturday, then strong cold winds
for Sunday and more rain for Monday. It
was a brave group who turned up at Mt
Kynoch with the notorious Toowoomba

lazy wind refusing to go around you (it just
goes through you). One of our members
had to return home as his 1954 MG TF was
starving for fuel, so he upgraded to his MGF
which also was a bonus, having a heater.
At 9 o'clock, 11 shiny old-time sports cars
departed Mt Kynoch heading north with
only one set of traffic lights to negotiate.
Within 4 km of the meeting place, we were
meandering through the small hamlet of
Meringandan, then on through the sweeping
bends, towards Gowrie Junction, turning

off into Koala country near Kingsthorpe.
Atfter Kingsthorpe we followed the 4AK road
past the old analogue radio transmitter
station into the township of Oakey. The long
straight road past the airport saw the cars
open up to highway speed before turning
down towards the near defunct Acland coal
mine and the deserted township. The sole
resident of Acland raises the Australian flag
every day and tends to the gardens in the
main street as he waits for a court decision
as to the future of the disputed coal mine
extension. An enjoyable break for morning
tea in the well-maintained park (along with a
couple of owls).

After smoko, we ventured north to Kulpi
then through farming country which, during
the drought you would wonder how people
made a living here, but now that the rains
have come this lush country makes you



forget your worries. Down through the

little town of Haden where there is history
of a train that used to service this area,
now gone. Across to Crows Nest and then
down the highway to Cabarlah, to one of
Queensland’s oldest pubs. The log fire and
delicious lunch very welcome for the 22
participants after this delightful run.

Wednesday 11th August — Lunch at
Cambooya

The Bull & Barley Hotel at Cambooya
remains one of our favourite lunch venues,
and it was the location for our August lunch
organised by Marilyn and Phil O'Brien. A
beautiful day saw 4 MG’s, a TR7 and a
Subaru driven to Cambooya. The Hotel
once again lived up to its reputation

for good sized and value meals. The

get together was also an opportunity to
celebrate birthdays for our three Leo’s

in Rob, Phil and Brian. Most discussions
now seem to be around what we will do
for travels once border restrictions and
lockdowns are done with, but it's always
great to catch up locally and see more of
Queensland.

Participants: June and Brian Phillips
(MGB), Leigh and Tony Wright (MGA),
Judy and Ron Gillis (Modern), Janis

and Gary Lawrence (MX5), Marilyn and
Michael Keating (E Type Jag), Jenny and
lan Roberts (MGB), Fern and Rob Callow
(MGF), Marilyn and Phil O’ Brien (Triumph
TR7), Kay and Owen Douglas (MGB). Pat
Birmingham and Dean (MGB), Bev and
Glen Hadfield (MGB), Helen Goodfellow
and Dell (Modern)

Participants were: Phil & Marilyn O'Brien
(TR7); Brian & June Phillips (MG TC); Gary
& Janis Lawrence (MX5); Rob & Narelle
Fraser (MGB); Ron & Judy Gillis (MGB);
Guy & Pam West (Subaru).



Sunday 29th August — Monthly Run to
the Muntapa Tunnel & Oakey

Our August monthly run, organised by

Rob and Narelle Fraser, presented an
opportunity to see a bit of Downs history
while giving the cars a really good run to the
north west of Toowoomba. The rolling hills
through the townships of Meringandan and
Goombungee, up to the outstanding views
from the Great Dividing Range crossing at
Haden, provided an enjoyable drive out to
the main attraction for morning tea — the
Muntapa Tunnel, not far from Cooyar.

No longer in use, the ex-railway tunnel

is Queensland’s longest straight railway
tunnel (at over 280 metres) and the only
tunnel in Queensland that crosses between
the coastal and inland sides of the Great
Dividing Range. It is also home to a colony
of microbats.

Despite some fuel intake problems with one
vehicle, this was an ideal spot for morning
tea. About 3 km'’s of dirt road in was easily

managed, although a good number of old
British cars at the park was an unexpected
sight for some visitors in their 4WD'’s that
were “off the beaten track”.

Following morning tea, including another
birthday celebration for our four August
babes, we ventured through the hills

to the west and then some open roads
south to Oakey where we enjoyed a very
good lunch, meat raffles included, at the
Bernborough Tavern — recommended if
you're out Oakey way. An interesting day
out for the group of 21, thanks to Rob and
Narelle.

Participants: Glen & Bev Hadfield (MGB);
Andrew & Susan Willesden (MGB); Cheryl
& Frank Francis (MGB); Helen Goodfellow
& Del Jensen (modern); Brian & June
Phillips (MGB GT); Phil & Marilyn O’'Brien
(TR7); Darryl & Yvonne Bell (MGB); Gary
& Janis Lawrence (MGB GT); Tony & Leigh
Wright (MGA); Rob & Narelle Fraser (Mini
Cooper); Pat Bermingham (MGB).



BUNDABERG CHAPTER

12th June 2021

We try to have 3 or 4 Noggin & natters as
per the tradition of the MG club. This time it
was lan & Tracy Innes who offered to open
their house for the Bundy crew, this was
the second year that they have allowed us
to sample lan’s pizza’s which we were all
able to make our own with a great choice
of toppings Tracy provided salad & nibbles
while the rest of us brought sweets. We had
a very enjoyable afternoon of course the

banter was about all things & what trip we
would do next, lan showed us his collection
of motorbikes Ducati’s & Harley’s plus his
nice 1958 MGA 1500.

Attendees:

lan & Tracy Innes David & Jenny Cook
Graham & Paula Brown, Clive Pearce, Ray
& Jacqui Mutton, Eric & Janelle Beckman,
Bob & Sue Murray & Larry & Brenda
Lipscombe.

Dave Cook
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WALKER’S POINT RUN

By Jacqui Mutton

Participants:

Leigh & Jacki Knoll, Jenny & David Cook,
Sue & Bob Murray, Clive Pearce, Tracey
& lan Inness, Brenda & Larry Lipscombe,
Val & Peter Walkington, Janelle & Eric
Beckman, Teena & Steve Johnson, Les &
Julie, Jacqui & Ray Mutton.

Today was the day we were to Christen
our new club BBQ, and what a cracker of
day it turned out to be. 6 MG'’s, 1 Austin
Healey, 1 Porsche Boxer, 1 Rover, 1
Mercedes & 1 Hyundai headed off down
the Bundaberg Ring Road to meet up with
the Isis Highway. Following this just a little
bit, before turning east, passing through
beautiful farmlands and more plantations of
mac nuts. We made a wee detour to check
out a little, not very known, Lake Gregory
before continuing east, picking up the

Sunday 15th August

We all met at our usual place in Quay St
and had a catchup chat before we headed
off on our run. Dave & Jenny finally arrived
& we decided to complete the formalities at
our morning tea stop

turn off to Woodgate Beach & Theodolite
Creek where we paused for smoko. What
a pretty little spot this is. Morning tea had,
we meandered our way along the beach
esplanade of Woodgate to the furthest end
to Walker’s Point which is on the Isis River.

Out with the new barby & fire it up, ready for
some yummy rissoles & sausages, so kindly
donated by lan & Tracey & home grown,
rissoles crafted by lan. ‘Absolutely delicious’
was a comment, which summed up how
everyone felt and all so expertly cooked by
Dave, Larry & Ray.

Well BBQ christened & hopefully this will

be the start of ‘other’ places we can travel
to, not necessarily pubs & café’s. Sue &
Brenda offered to bring along their bocce to
the next BBQ, & what a hoot that will be. So
| think we are onto a winner with this BBQ.

Thanks everyone for yet another super run!!

We started out on the Agnes Waters rd.
then on to some back roads which took us
through to Bucca and Bullyard, and from
there it was a nice drive to Wallaville for
morning tea.

After we chatted a bit more over a cuppa,
we packed up our things and proceeded



on down more back roads to our next
destination which was Childers (Apple Tree
Creek) for lunch at Mollydookers which is a
very nice Canadian Cafe.

Tracy and Steve Gable met us there for
lunch as they couldn't join us for the whole

run. It was a lovely day with great company.

Thanks to Steve & Teena Johnson for
organising the day.

The people who accompanied us on

the day were: Bob & Sue Murray, Larry

& Brenda Lipscombe, Graeme & Paula
Brown, Peter & Val Walkington, Dave &
Jenny Cook, Eric & Janelle Beckman,
Darryl & Laure Copithorine, Steve & Tracy
Gable & Les.



CAPRICORN CHAPTER

Chapter Coordinator; Jim Armstrong
Assistant Coordinator; Clare Lynam
Run Committee; Jo Emmert; Phil Henry

Friday night dinner report 9th July

A somewhat reduced number of MGCC
Capricorn Chapter members braved the
cooler night to attend our July Friday Dinner
night at the Parkhurst Hotel. It was good

to see Dave and Anna Tempest there and
good to learn that they will soon have their
MGF back on the road and joining us more
frequently again after breaking a timing belt
and doing internal damage to the engine of
their MGF earlier this year.

The meals were quite quick in being served
and were delicious with a good variety

on the menu to choose from. While we
were waiting for our meals, the local touch
football club came around selling raffle
tickets. Most of us bought tickets. Not
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long later the first of many draws, a meat
tray, was won by yours truly and Jo won

a vegetable tray not long afterwards. Jo,
who said she would rather have won the
meat tray and | know that Sandra, who
was absent because of a nasty cold she
contracted on the recent GSW Run would
have preferred the vegies, so a swap of our
prizes eventuated. Sandra was most happy
when | walked in the door on my returning
home, so it was a good result for both
parties.

On completion of our meals most
participants stayed and chatted for some
time and were keen to hear about our
recent GSW Trip.

Those in attendance were: Gurney and
Gloria Clamp, Robert and Yvonne Holbeck,
lan and Judy Hamilton, Dave and Anna
Tempest, Jason and Yolinda Foss, Paul and
Clare Lynam, Jo and Katie Emmert, Myself

By Jim Armstrong



Run report Sunday 18th July. 2021

It must be that time of year. Last Sunday,

a total of 33 people and 18 cars, mostly
MGs, of one description or another attended
our July day run in magnificent Central
Queensland winter weather, you know
jackets off by 10:30am.

It started at the gathering of the Yeppoon
contingent at the Oaks Servo around
7:45 heading off to meet up with the
Rockhampton crew around 8:00am
collecting Glen Blair on the way who was
waiting for us at the Cawarral turn off. On
our arrival at the Duckponds, most of the
Rocky crew were there waiting for the
Yeppoon mob to arrive.

After a brief discussion on the day’s
activities by yours truly (complete with
croaky voice) it was time to hit the road.

It was up the Mt Morgan Range we went
where all the skid marks from last week’s
Hill Climb were still very visible and onto
the Big Dam for smoko where all the ladies
bought out their best homemade treats to
share around. There were cream buns,
chocolate muffins, melting moments and
all sorts of culinary delights on offer. The
first rusty door prize was drawn and won by
Yolinda and Jason.

Jason who is now quite famous in the
Chapter for his drone photography, soon
launched his fabulous machine, taking
excellent photos of us all, our cars and the
surrounds. It was sad to see that the dam
was still very low even after good rain in the
region in the previous week.

After a long a leisurely smoko break, we
headed to the lookout for a photo shoot. A
group photo taken by Katie could only just
squeeze everyone in. Back on the road
again we toured along the banks of the
Dee River which once held the dubious

title of the most polluted river in Australia.
When the mine was working and before

the strict environmental laws of today were
around, the mining company used to dump
its tailings directly into the river. Happily, the
river has recovered and now supports many

orchards downstream.

Leaving Mt Morgan, we headed to Dululu
but not before stopping at the citrus farm
just outside where most bought oranges,
lemons and mandarins.

A quick comfort stop at Dululu and we were
on our way to Kabra, via Westwood and
Stanwell. The Hotel at Kabra had been
previously warned and had set a long table
up in the beer garden where our meals
were soon served, complete with some
soft mashed potatoes for lan Carleton who
had just undergone surgery on his lower
jaw the week before. Get well soon lan.
Now at each stop Jo and Katie had been
busy dishing out cards for our poker run
and whilst the meals were being served
the Poker run was held with lan Carleton
winning the voucher once more. One more
win and he will be swabbed. The second
rusty door prize was won by Phil White.

It was also pleasing to see that Rodney
Blair and his son in his nice BRG MGB and
Glen Blair and his young friend in Glens’,
Red MGB made this run after a long period
of absence. Hope to see you again soon
fellas.

On completion of lunch, most left for home,
each saying they had enjoyed the day.

By Jim Armstrong, Coordinator MGCC of
QId. Inc, Capricorn Chapter.

Photos by Phil Henry, Clare Lynam & Jason
Foss

Those in attendance were: Phil and
Margaret Henry, lan and Rosemary
Carleton, lan and Judy Hamilton, Paul
Davey, Gary Kunst, Rick and Michelle
Taylor, Martin and Narelle Adamson, Clare
and Paul Lynam, Jo and Katie Emmert,
Jason and Yolinda Foss, Robert and
Yvonne Holbeck, Gordon Kelsey, Phil
White, Terry Dwyer and Anne Burbidge,
John Rowe, Glen Blair and his young
companion , Rodney Blair and his son

David, Sandra and Myself.
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6th Aug 2021 Capricorn Tavern

On Friday evening, 18 members attended
our monthly MG Club dinner. This month,
members gathered to converse and share
a meal at The Capricorn Tavern, which is
located in Yeppoon.

It was a pleasant evening with good
company and lots of laughter and car
discussions. The Tavern was quiet for a
Friday evening, so we had lots of room to
move and mingle, both before and after our
meals were served.

Laurie Chetter had a gruesome story and
photo of his injured foot to share, after a
close encounter with a mower. Beth is now
in charge of the mower, at least for the next
few weeks. We wish Laurie all the best with
his recovery.

A popular topic of discussion on the night,
was the Swap Meet in Rockhampton the
following morning. Many members were
heading off bright and early to find their
‘treasure.’

Overall, it was a very enjoyable and relaxed
evening for the club members who came
along.

Members in attendance were: Laurie
Chetter, Beth Dunlop, Trevor Andersen,

Jo and Katie Emmert, Terry Dwyer, Anne
Burbidge, Robert Holbeck, George and Lyn
Ganter, Gloria and Gurney Clamp, Michelle
and Rick Taylor, lan and Rosemary Carleton
and Paul and Clare Lynam.

Gladstone Run 22nd August

Whilst our numbers were down a little,
spirits were not. On Sunday morning 22nd
August, 16 of our members rose to an early
morning foggy start to our August day Run,
a trip to Calliope and Gladstone.

We all gathered at the Duckponds where
new members Dennis Thomson and his
partner Cassandra Davis were introduced
to the remaining members who made them
feel welcome. They were driving a lovely
sparkling dark blue Jaguar.

Jo and Katie were busy organising the
Poker run for the day and rumour has that if
you haggle a bit you can get a 5% discount
now although Jo would not like this to
become the norm.

Now during the week previous we got
notification form one seemingly well-read
member that the markets were on at
Calliope Village and so our original plans
were changed to accommodate that. After a
short pre run briefing notifying participants
of that, we were soon on our way, first stop
Mt Larcom for a comfort stop. All went well

on our first leg.



After leaving Mt Larcom next stop was The
Calliope River Village where the markets
were and the ladies very keen to attend.
On entering the village, it was obvious
that that the markets were in fact not on
so were stopped for morning tea anyway.
Katie did a quick goggle search only to find
the markets were actually on in Calliope at
the Rodeo Grounds. The morning tea was
enjoyable with most of the ladies sharing
their homemade delights with the group.
Our resident Drone master, Jason soon
launched his magnificent flying machine
which took some very interesting aerial
shots of our cars. Jason also made a short
video. You can view it by clicking on this
address on your browser; https://youtu.
be/b_lzd7dknPo .The Ladies at the Village
canteen were also very welcoming and
invited us back for their markets on the 3rd
October with a view of putting our cars on
display, so save that date.

After a delicious morning tea, we on the
road once more this time to the markets at
the Calliope Rodeo grounds. After a brief
stroll around and some of us supporting

the market stallholders, we headed into
Gladstone with the exception of Neville, who
said he was felling unwell and Jo and Katie
as Jo was suffering from a sore back. We
hope you all feel better today. lan C decided
that he would detour the markets and left us
to visit the Gladstone Maritime Museum.

On the way to our café, we made a slight
detour to Auckland Point look out for a
sticky beak. The harbour looked absolutely
pristine aided by the fact that it was a
glorious day.

Soon after we were all seated at the
Spinnaker Park Café, lan C had re-joined
us, where we were treated to some



delicious fare and served quite quickly

as well. As this Café is right on the water
front we were witness to several tug boats
going about their business and a huge LNG
tanker being berthed. Lunch over, some of
our male travellers suggested that we call
into the Raglan Hotel on the way home for
a quick beer to end an enjoyable day which
we did.

But that is not the end of the story. On
pulling in to the driveway of the Pub, a PC
Plod followed us in, in his candy-coloured
Hyundai. As | was tail end Charlie, he drove
right up next to me as | got out of my car.
My initial thoughts were some one has
done something wrong or are all these cars
registered? But no, he was an Englishman
and just wanted to talk about the lovely little
English cars. He said he had saw us going
south in the morning and was keeping an

eye out for our return. He turned out to be a
very pleasant man and was telling me that
he had a restored Hillman Minx at home.
Meantime, my so-called companions were
taking photos of me and laughing thinking
that | was being booked.

So, after a quick beer we were on our way
home after a most enjoyable day.

By Jim Armstrong

Photos by Clare Lynam, Phil Henry & Jason
Foss

Those in attendance were: Dennis Thomson
and Cassandra Davis, lan Carleton, Clare
and Paul Lynam, Jo and Katie Emmert,
Robert and Yvonne Holbeck, Jason and
Yolinda Foss, Nev Funch, Phil Henry,
Gordon Kelsey, Phil White, Myself



The Great South

By Jim Armstrong
Photos by Phil Henry

Day 1

After months and months of meticulous

planning mainly by Gordon Kelsey, it rained.

However, the local contingent gathered
at the Duckponds, not as planned as the
planned gathering spot, the Archer Street
Railway Station, was having some sort
of festival so parking would have been
awkward.

On our arrival at the Duckponds, our tour
planner and his brother Ralph were waiting
adorning Nordic Helmets consistent with
driving Volvos apparently. One passer by
even stopped thinking that he had seen
two of his cattle amongst us. (Just joking.)
Our two Mackay guest vehicles were also
there, an MGA coupe of Peter and his
mate lan from Mt Isa and a BRG MGB of
Don (Peter’s dad) and Louis (Peter’s son)
roadster. Clare and Jo decided to brave
the rain and joined us to Mt Morgan where

West Tour

we stopped for a brief bite to eat before
continuing on. The rain had stopped at this
stage. We bade farewell to the girls and
soon we were on our way to Theodore.

By now the rain had eased somewhat and
made for some very pleasant driving.

On reaching Banana we again paused

for a while, whilst we gathered two more
cars and participants from Bilolea, Wayne
and Megan in their recently acquired
immaculate MGA Twin Cam and Clem

and Jean in their equally immaculate
Mazda MX-5. Soon we were on our way
once again to our final stop for the day at
Theodore Hotel where Bill and Beth from
Brisbane were waiting for us after spending
a fun packed day at Gayndah for the annual
orange festival there.

After we had all settled in it was off to the
Museum for an interesting tour and early
Theodore history lesson.

Happy hour was held in the pub before



retiring to the dining room for our first night's
dinner. Then probably the worst night's
entertainment watching NSW thrash QId
once again in State of Origin footy. Not all
was lost though as Megan made a new
friend who was an avid NSW supporter.

Day 2

We all awoke to a clear sky and the smell
of cool fresh country air. After filling up with
fuel, we were soon on our way once more,
taking time to explore the vista of the Isala
Gorge before heading off to Taroom.

Now seeing that we never had breakfast in
Theodore, all of us ordered something to
eat at the little Coffee Café, overwhelming
the owner.

Two hours later we were on the road once
more stopping briefly at Wandoan for a
comfort stop and a quick viewing of the hero
cattle dog's memorial.

On to Miles for our last leg for day2.

At Miles we booked in to the Swagman
Motel - a flash new place where we met
David and Meryl (tour participants) and
John and Pat who had decided to come
out to say g'day to us all from Brisbane.

World adventurers, Dave and Laurel, Ross
and Shez joined us later in the afternoon.
We were to go to the well laid out Historical
Village in Miles after lunch; however,

given the time and the amount of chatter
happening, regretfully only Gordon and
Ralph attended, causing Gordon some
embarrassment as we were all booked in.

Dinner that evening was at a very pleasant
old pub and a good night was had by all.

Day 3

After a briefing and discussion of a few
housekeeping issues and saying goodbye
to John and Pat, we were on our way
again, this time the end destination was
St George, stopping at Wallumbilla where
we experienced some really good home
cooked delicacies baked by the volunteer
ladies auxiliary of the information centre.

All refreshed, our next stop was Surat for
smoko however on the way we experienced
a couple of near misses with two of our
participants involving wide loads and road
trains. Before moving on from Surat, a
Safety Meeting was called by and executed
by yours truly explaining how things work
on country roads (big trucks, narrow bridges
and skinny roads) compared to the eastern
corridor. Our trip from Surat to St George
was trouble free although the road was
quite rough in places. Near St George, we
stopped for a viewing of the Beardmore
Dam which was full and the surrounds
neatly maintained. Of course, the five-
minute stop turned into a half an hour.
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Not far down the road we came to St
George and what a nice town it is. After
booking into the Motel, several options were
made available, like the Nindigully Pub
which is the oldest continued licensed pub
in Qld or the Riversands Vineyard or simply
just a drive around St George. Gordon and
Ralph did the Nindigully Pub, David and
Meryl, Louis and Don, and Peter and lan,
Phil, Bill and Beth and Sandra and myself
went to the Vineyard and | must say what a
beautiful place it was. The others elected to
drive around St George or simply veg out at
the motel. Dinner was at the Cobb and Co
hotel.

Day 4

Another cool but clear day greeted us and
after our morning briefing where it was
decided to split the group into two to save
congestion for other road users, Gordon
leading one group and yours truly the other,
we were soon on the road once again.

After arriving at Bollon for smoko, group 1
were ready to leave as group 2 arrived.
One local wag saw all the older cars and
soon got his grey V8 HQ Belmont Ute
complete with historic plates and parked it
amongst us inviting up to come and look,
kick the tyres and generally admire his car.

All'in good fun. On the road again when
about fifty km up the track, we experienced
the first breakdown. The Blue B of World
travellers Ross and Shez had developed

a serious misfire. As fellow world travellers
Dave and Laurel were with them and

they assured us that they would be ok we
continued towards Cunnamulla where we
were to have lunch at a particular café
only to find out that they had closed down
so it was off to the bakery for a pie again.
After a quick walk around town to see the
Cunnamulla Fella Statue we all started to
realise that as most of us needed fuel and
with only one service station and a depot
in town and around a thousand caravans
lining up (well maybe five hundred) we
might be here for some time until Peter
and lan discovered that if we went under
the Service Station’ awning where the
caravans don’t fit, we could get fuel. Soon
after word came through that the depot
had no line up either. Worst case scenario
diverted, we all formed up once heading off
to Charleville via Wyandra to visit the old
power station, only to find that it was closed
so on to Charleville we went. Now this road
is a major road train route from down south
and soon we were separated by other road
users and this was where we experienced
our second breakdown. Trevor’s Daimler
blew a right-side rear tyre but as he was
travelling about half way along the group



2 the following cars stopped and soon had
him going once again. Whilst driving to
Charleville the sky turned from blue to grey
to quite black but thankfully only very light
rain.

The motel at Charleville was brand new and
once again very comfortable. Happy hour
ensued followed by dinner at the RSL (after
a long wait) and it was here that Glennis
found a karaoke machine courtesy of Clem,
and gave us a great rendition of “It's Raining
Men” and | was pressured into “Who let the
Dogs Out” whilst we were waiting. On the
walk back to the motel it was spitting with
rain. By around midnight it was fair dinkum
raining and did so all night.

Day 5

Next morning it was still raining but the
planned Bilby exhibition was under cover
at the now little used railway station. There
was some construction work being carried
out there so we all lined up for a group car
photoshoot outside the safety fence and
later a group photoshoot on the entry to
the old station. The bilby exhibition was
excellent as was the story behind the “save
the bilby campaign.”

Rain still pelting down we were off again

towards Roma, stopping only at Morven for
a brief comfort stop and on to Mitchell for
lunch. Watered and fed it was on to Roma
and still raining. Dinner that evening was
at a very nice bar and grill and back to the
motel for post dinner drinks and farewell
toast to our southern friends. Gordon

and myself were presented with a bottle
of red and Sandra a packet of gourmet
chocolates. We thanked them for coming
and expressed our gratitude in their taking
interest in our chapter and joining us.

Day 6

Our group now somewhat diminished, after
viewing the largest bottle tree in Roma,
headed to Emerald via Injune, Rolleston
and Springsure with a brief stop at Injune
for comfort and lunch at Springsure where
Clare, Paul and Jo were waiting for us.
Lunch was delicious at the Springsure Hotel
and it wasn't long before we were on our
way once more to our final overnight stop
at Emerald stopping briefly at the Virgin
rock where the parking area could only

be described as a quagmire. The rain had
now turned into a drizzle and necessitated
switching the wipers off and on constantly.
My poor old GT said enough was enough
and consequentially the wiper switch broke
from the constant use. In Emerald another
quality motel awaited us. Time to inspect



the wiper switch. Broken beyond repair so a
quick trip to Supercheap to buy some rain-
ex for the journey home.

Dinner that evening was at the Irish Pub
which was a very good atmosphere but
very busy resulting in two of our Mackay
associates not getting their ordered meals
by the time we were ready to head home.
A quick word to the manager, a refund
granted and we left. Peter and son Louis
stopped at the Chinese restaurant on their
way and were served immediately. The
skies had once again opened up and we
were all drenched on our walk back to the
motel for our farewell drinks.

Day 7

The home stretch. Today we said our good
byes to Peter, lan, Don and Louis who
headed back to Mackay and Don and Louis
back to Brisbane. lan Carleton decided to
leave early in his Hyundai as did Trevor
and Glennis. The rest of us had a good
breakfast before heading home. Breakfast
over, off we set to Rockhampton in drizzling
rain, stopping at Duringa for a comfort

stop and continued on. In due course we
all arrived home safe and sound with our
southern mates, our central Qld mates and
our Mackay mates all texting that that were

home safe and well.

Congratulations Gordon for stepping up and
planning this most enjoyable and successful
run and a big thankyou to all who
participated especially those who belong to
other chapters. Also Robbie and Gary for
being tail-end Charlie for the whole trip.

Those who participated were;

From Mackay; Peter Mumford and co-driver
lan Saunders (from Mt Isa), MGA Coupe.
Donald Mumford and co-driver Louis
Mumford, MGB roadster.

From Yeppoon; lan Carleton, Solo, Hyundai
Tucson. Rae and Jack Cowie, Nissan

X trail. Phil Henry, Solo, MGTF. Trevor
Andersen and Glennis Benson, Daimler
Dart SP250. Sandra and Myself. MGBGT
V8.

From Rockhampton; Gordon Kelsey and
Ralph Kelsey, Volvo 1800E (tour Planner
and leader). Robbie and Gary Galloway,
Land Rover Discovery (tail end Charlie for
whole trip)

From Biloela; Clem and Jean Hill, Mazda
MX-5 (Karaoke instigator), Wayne Kirwan
and Megan Perritt, MGA Twin Cam Coupe

From Brisbane; Bill and Beth Heraghty,
MGA Coupe. David and Meryl Miles,
Subaru Outback. Ross and Chez Letten,
MGB roadster (World adventurer)

From Gold Coast; David and Laurel
Godwin, MGA roadster (World adventurer)



ANN THOMSON

In our last Octagon, we reported briefly
that Ann Thomson had been awarded a
Life Membership by CAMS. We are now
able to reproduce for you the citation
which was read at the presentation and
which gives us all an account of Ann’s
contribution to motorsport in general and
to our Club in particular.

In 1982, CAMS introduced provision for Life
Membership of CAMS, the purpose of which
is to acknowledge service to the sport by
individual members.

The Award was bestowed upon Mrs
Ann Thomson in 2008 Ann at a recent
presentation of trophies at the hillclimb
Citation for Mrs Ann Thomson

In 1982, CAMS introduced provision for Life
Membership of CAMS, the purpose of which
is to properly acknowledge remarkable

and exemplary service to Australian motor
sport, usually over many years, by individual
members.

For only the second time in its history,

The Octagon - September 2021

CAMS Life Membership is awarded to a lady
who can truly be said to have ‘done it all’
both in, and for, Australian motor sport since
a time when CAMS was still a very young
organisation.

The Life Membership badge

Ann Thomson acquired her CAMS racing
licence in 1956 and quickly gained the
respect of her fellow competitors. Ann’s
stable of racing cars variously included an
MGTC, Morgan+4, Healey BN2, Lotus 15,
genuine ‘racing’ Lotus Elan (one of only a
few in Australia at the time) and a Cooper S.

Ann regularly competed at various East
Coast circuits including Bathurst in 1969.
Renowned for her talent as a driver, Ann
was also an active and proficient rally
competitor in Mini, Cortina, Morris Marina
and XU1 to name just a few as well as

a Holden Kingswood in the 1970 Round
Australia Rally.

During and after this competitive era, Ann
also devoted superhuman time and effort
to officiate as the Clerk of the Course for
several State Championship Rallies and as
a Course Checker for ARC events.

Ann Thomson'’s talent, expertise and
experience were not limited only to motor
sport competition. Ann, an experienced



business person, served CAMS as

its Queensland Treasurer in the early
1960’s during a time when CAMS State
administrations could be trusted with money
matters and later served as the assistant
Queensland State Secretary of CAMS.

As a volunteer administrator, having served
on the Queensland State Council of CAMS

continuously for 38 years, Ann has not lost

any of her zeal for perfection, nor her ability
to debate vigorously.

Ann’s devotion to the judiciary through

her determination to provide appropriate
stewarding service to all Queensland events
is legendary. Ann continues to remain active
at motor sport events as a Time Keeper.

But of all her achievements, this astute,
articulate lady is known best for her
involvement in creating, in conjunction with
the MG Car Club of Queensland, the Mt
Cotton Hillclimb, quite possibly the finest

Ann in her Lotus 15 surrounded by helpers and lookers-on

hillclimb venue in Australia, which is built
partly on property owned by her.

Ann Thomson'’s service to CAMS over a
long period of time was initially recognised
with the CAMS Service Award and in 1998
Ann was further recognised with the award
of the CAMS Service Star bestowed upon
her.

Ann Thomson'’s life has been ‘a membership
of CAMS’ and no more fitting award than
CAMS Life Membership could now be
bestowed upon her and, particularly arising
from her contributions to the Queensland
State Council, Ann’s loyal service to CAMS
and to the CAMS motor sport community
certainly justifies her being a recipient of this
award.

Ann Thomson is indeed a worthy recipient
of Life Membership of CAMS for remarkable
and exemplary services rendered to the
sport over a long period of time.

The Octagon - September 2021
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Photos from top, anticlockwise: In the Lotus Elan at
Oran Park Aug 1969 where she came 1st outright; Ann
competing at Mt Cotton on 12th April 1970; Rallying the

Cortina and ‘The way they were’; Ann chats to Keith

Turner and David Hoare while Brian Tebble and Malcolm

and John Campbell look on. Tim Harlock and Martin

Gale are in the background.



Competition Corner e5,2%*

Mount Cotton Hillclimb Series Round 4

All looked good for the third round and then
the Queensland/New South Wales border
closed. Rain on Friday followed by brilliant
Winter days on both days of the weekend
where we watched Jason Martell record an
under 50 second run.

REGULARITY

Geoff Messer lost least points in his MGB
during the Regularity class to finish with

21 from Lindsay Derriman (Toyota Vienta,
down 33 points), Cassie McQuillan (Subaru
WRX turbo, 48 points) and David Jackson
(Mazda RX-7, 62 points). Geoff was ahead
from the first scoring run and was to remain
for the event. David commenced in second
spot for the first three runs before dropping
to third then fourth placing. Lindsay tied with
Cassie for the first run for the third sport
then up to the second placing from run five
whilst Cassie held the third place for all
climbs except for run four.

HISTORIC

Barry Smith won the Group K class in his
Ford V8 Special even with the historic
brakes having more bias to the rear shoes
than necessary. This resulted in a 180
degree half spin to gently back the Ford
into the Queensland nut barrier on his first
run followed by a visit into the nuts on his
second attempt. He did master this braking
manoeuvre for a best run of 56.85 seconds.
Glen Wesener took the Group N class with
a best run of 48.86 in his Torana GTR XU1.
Group Q went to David Owen (ex Geoff
Cohen Bullant Mk 7L, 48.05) from Joshua
George (Lotus Seven, green colour, 56.19)
and Alan Telfer (Lotus Seven, red colour,
58.75) whilst Greg Tebble won Group R with
a time of 43.42 seconds in his Van Diemen
FF2000 Formula Ford. Glen was one of

the group from the South East corner who
competed in the Mount Morgan Gold Rush
Hillclimb Sprint earlier in the month and had
run in the Race/Rally class 2001 — 4000 ccs
engine capacity.

David Owen in his Ecurie Chelmer (QId)
Bulant Mk 7L lowered his times throughout
the weekend from 53.77, to 51.52, 49.65,
48.94, 48.42 to his best on his first
competition event of 48.05 seconds. David
lists the patron for the Ecurie as his father
Dick Owen who was involved with rally and
Touring Road events mainly in a Peugeot
504. David and Gary Radcliffe ran in 1995
Dulux Round Australia Trial in a Peugeot
504. Some 176 crews set out from the
Queen Street Mall in Brisbane to travel

via major cities of Sydney, Melbourne,
Adelaide, Alice Springs, Perth, Darwin,
Townsville, Brisbane to finish at Surfers
Paradise. After repairing a few mechanical
breakages from the competitive special
stages David and Gary finished the Trial

in 40 th place outright and 5 th in their
competition class.

SPORTS CARS

Michael Larymore won the Production
Sports Cars over 2 litre engine capacity
with a 44.62 seconds time set in his Toyota
MR2 turbo whilst the up to 2 litre class went
to Rod Thomas (Mazda MX-5, 48.28) from
Phillip Rowen (Mazda MX-5, 49.52), Greg
King (Toyota MR2, 50.76) and Chris Lake
in his Toyota 86 with a best run of 56.66
seconds. Rod was another competitor at
the Mount Morgan event and was placed
10 th in his Race/Rally up to 2 litres engine
capacity class.

Jeff Graham was quickest in the Sports
Car class with a 48.19 time set in his



Mazda MX-5 Supercharged ahead of
Andrei Shinkarenko with a 52.73 run in

his Saker SV1 turbo whilst Jim Heymer
(Farrel L clubman, 45.83) won the Sports
1300 class. Jason McGarry was quickest

in the Clubman class with a 46.08 time in
his Caterham R300 from Ainsley Fitzgerald
(Arrow Clubman, 46.77) and Jon Young
who set a 52.82 time in his Caterham Super
Seven. Jason McGarry finished 5 th in the
Race/Rally over 4001 cc class in the Mount
Morgan event in his Lotus Exige 350S. Son
Euan McGarry ran in the Caterham R300
for a 4th place in the Race/Rally up to 2 litre
class.

SEDAN CARS

Improved Production up to 1600 cc class
was won by David Smith in 50.31 seconds
in his Honda Civic from Steven Hughes
(Volkswagen Golf, 54.20). Dave Sidery
(Volkswagen Beetle, 49.38) took the 1601
to 2 litre class with Greg Cameron (Hyundai
Excel, 51.69), Steffi Stehr Holden Barina,
55.54), Jodie Bailey (Holden Barina)

who set her fastest time of 53.11 on her
fourteenth run just 0.01 second ahead of
Mark Daniels in his Hyundai Excel with

his best time of 53.12 set on run eleven.
Steffi was another competitor at the Mount
Morgan event finishing in 10 th place

in Road Registered up to 2 litres class.
The larger engine capacity class was the
Graham family class with Pauline and Ken
swapping the faster time before Pauline
claimed the win from Ken, both in their
Datsun 1600 SSS. For their first two runs
Ken (48.13) was ahead of Pauline (48.23)
with a change on run three with Pauline
ahead (47.46) of Ken (47.95), next run saw
Ken back in the lead (47.37) with the final
result going to Pauline (47.17) from Ken
(47.37).

The modified sedans class was won by
Noel Dore in his Volkswagen Beetle with a
best run of 54.20 seconds whilst Brad Smith
took the Hyundai Circuit Excel class with a
best run of 51.28 seconds.

Jeff Watson claimed the Road Registered
Sedans up to 2 litres class in his Honda

Civic Type R in 48.73 which is his personal
best time to date. Next in class was Harry
Doling (Toyota Celica, 48.94) then Richard
Marken (Peugeot 205 GTi, 51.77). Jeff was
ahead on the first run (50.40) from Harry
(51.27) and Richard (53.40) before Harry
was fastest from the second run (50.38)
and on run three (49.52) from Jeff (50.12)
with Richard (53.22). Run four, Harry was
still ahead from Jeff (49.61) and Richard
(52.80), run five saw the order of Harry
(48.94), Jeff (49.45). By Saturday evening
Jeff was in the lead with his best of 48.73
seconds from Harry (48.94) and Richard
(52.74). Harry claimed a second in the
Road Registered up to 2 litre class at the
Mount Morgan Hillclimb Sprint.

Derek Holstein won the over 2 litre class

in his BMW Cooper S Supercharged with

a best run of 48.21 with Matthew McGrath
next in his Ford Fiesta turbo in 50.05
seconds. Matthew recorded four runs in the
51 second bracket (51.43, 51.27, 51.41,
51.11) and three runs in the 50 seconds
bracket (50.93, 50.47, and 50.05). Derek
claimed a 5 th in the Road Registered 2001
to 4000 class at Mount Morgan.

Adrian Purcell (Subaru WRX turbo, 46.77)
was the fastest in the All Wheel Drive
Forced Induction class from Sebastian
Black (Subaru WRX turbo, 47.93), Roger
Williams (Subaru Impreza WRX turbo,
48.93) and Ben Everson (Subaru Impreza
turbo, 53.17). Roger was ahead by
Saturday evening with his best run of 48.93
from Ben in his best run on Saturday of
53.31 seconds. Sebastian was in the lead
from run eight (47.93) before some engine
difficulties which resulted in Sebastian
retiring the Subaru for further investigations.
Adrian was in the lead from run eleven with
a 46.93 time then his best run for this event
with a 46.77 seconds time.

The Sports Sedans class up to 2 litres went
to Ross Mackay driving his Escort to record
a best run of 43.93 which is 0.10 outside
his record for this class with Gavin Taylor
(Volkswagen Polo, 44.85) and Jason Martell
(Escort, 49.93). Jason recorded his sub

50 second time on his fourth run. Over the



weekend Jason recorded eleven runs in
the 50 second bracket along with the sub
50 second run. Ross, Gavin and Jason
competed at Mount Morgan with Ross
placing 4th outright plus a class win, Gavin
gaining a second in class and Jason ninth
in class. All were in the Race/Rally up to 2
litre class.

In the over 2 litres class we witnessed close
times between the Anable family. Scott
Anable was ahead on the first two runs
(BMW 325i turbo, 48.02 and 47.85) from
Glenn Anable (BMW 2002 turbo, 49.17 and
48.17) and Doug Anable (BMW E30 325i
turbo, 50.85 and 50.32). From the third

run Glenn was ahead (46.55) and held

this place to take the class win from Scott
(47.38, 47.17, 47.02 and his best 46.58 just
0.03 seconds slower than Glenn) with Doug
recording 48.11, 47.85, 47.76 and a best

of 47.05 seconds, just 0.50 seconds from
Glenn and 0.47 seconds from Scott.

FORMULA CARS

Rick Miles won the Formula Ford class
with a best run of 45.61 seconds in his
Kookaburra FF91 whilst David Quelch
took the Formula Libre up to 1300 cc
class with a 40.71 time in his DPQ Honda.
This was David’s best time to date but
unfortunately the bracket for the right rear
shock absorbers to chassis rail/frame
broke and was not able to be repaired over
the weekend resulting in the DPQ being
withdrawn.

The Formula Libre 1301 cc and over

class went to Dean Amos (Gould GR55B,
36.17) from Dean Tighe (Empire Wraith
Supercharged, 36.78), Warwick Hutchinson
(OMS 28 RPVO03 turbo, 37.57) and Brett
Bull (Van Diemen RFO3K turbo, 38.13). The
first run saw Brett in the lead with a 45.48
time from Warwick (53.67). Dean Amos
recorded a 38.76 on run two followed by
Brett (39.39) and Warwick (40.51). Dean
Tighe (37.88) was ahead after run three
with Brett (38.13), Warwick (38.67) and
Amos (38.76). Run four saw the order

as Amos (37.02), Tighe (37.54) Warwick
(37.57) and Brett (38.13) who did not finish

his run as the Van Diemen jumped out of
gear in the first loop and fearing damaged
gearbox cogs retired from that run. As no
damage was found and Brett was able to
continue in the event. The order remained
with Amos improving his times to 36.47,
36.27 and 36.17 to take the class from
Tighe (improving his times to 36.80 and
36.78) Warwick (37.57 including a trip into
the Queensland nutshell barrier on run 10)
and Brett Bull (38.13 seconds).

Fastest twelve times were set by Dean
Amos (36.17 seconds), Dean Tighe (36.78),
Warwick Hutchinson (37.57), Brett Bull
(38.13), David Quelch (40.71), Greg Tebble
(43.42), Ross Mackay (43.93), Michael
Larymore (44.62), Gavin Taylor (44.85),
Rick Miles (45.61), Jim Heymer (45.83) and
Jason McGarry (46.08).

Results of The Top Six Shootout run in
reverse order that is slowest to fastest
times from those set over the weekend
were Ross Mackay (44.26), Greg Tebble
(42.92), Warwick Hutchinson (39.79), Brett
Bull (39.09), Dean Tighe (36.93) and Dean
Amos (36.42).

Fastest MG 1601 to 2000: Geoff Messer
Best MG: Geoff Messer
Most Improved: Steven Hughes

Fastest Time of Day: Dean Amos



Vale Ann Thomson 1924 — 2021

a tribute by Malcolm Spiden

Ann Thomson - racing driver, rally driver,
official, Steward, Queensland State Council
Delegate, Rally Director, Time keeper

and Life member of MG Car Club of
Queensland.

Ann joined the MG car Club of Queensland
on 4 October 1955, member number 96.
After gaining her competition licence her
first competition race meeting was on 17
March 1956 at the Strathpine circuit where
Ann raced her white MGTC. Newspaper
reports stated Ann was 'holding off much
faster cars and more experienced drivers
until the last half of the handicap race' in
which she was to finish in second place.
The MG was followed by other sports cars
which she raced which were a Morgan
Plus 4, Austin Healey BN2, a Lotus 15 in
which Ann won the last race at the final race
meeting at the Lowood circuit. The Lotus
15, chassis number 609 was previously
owned by John Coombs Racing in England
with team driver Roy Salvadori who raced
at LeMans and in British events before

the vehicle came to Australia. Originally
powered by a 997 cc Ford 105E engine

it was replaced by a 1.5 litre pushrod
Cosworth engine from Glyn Scott's Lotus
27. Next was a Lightweight Lotus Elan
previously owned by local sports racing
driver Bill Gates for long distance sports
events at the Surfers Paradise International
Raceway. Sedan cars Ann raced were a
Morris Cooper in local events which include

Ann very comfortably at home in the driver’s seat.

the 4 hour Queensland Series Production
Championship with co-driver Toni Lefrancke
and a Morris Cooper S in the 1969 Hardie

Ann and Richard Mattea share a light-hearted moment
on the occasion of the celebration in the Clubrooms of
the 50 year anniversary of the hillclimb.

Ferodo 500 mile event at Bathurst with
Carole Corness as co-driver. Not only

a competitor in regular local meetings,
Ann undertook several interstate trips to
compete at Warwick Farm and Oran Park
circuits in either the Elan or the Cooper S.

On occasions Ann would be the entrant
enabling drivers such as Vince Jordan and
Les Agnew to compete in her Morgan, Allan
Reid in her Austin Healey, Glyn Scott (Lotus
15 and Lotus Elan), Brian Tebble (Lotus 15),
with Joe Camilleri and John Humphrey in
her Morris Cooper S. Glyn and Joe raced
her Lotus Elan in the 6 hour Sports Car
event of the 1969 Speed Week whilst Joe
and John Humphrey raced her Cooper S

Partaking in a rally



Partaking in a rally

in both 12 hours Series Production races
(1969 and 1970).

Her introduction into rally competition
started in 1969 with her daily drive Valiant
Station Wagon before a Ford Cortina GT
500 with Toni Lefrancke as her navigator.
Ann, Toni with Pam Elan, competed in

the 1970 Ampol Round Australia Trial in a
Holden Kingswood. A regular competitor in
the Queensland Rally Championship events
with Ross Moir as navigator, Ann rallied a
Morris Mini DeLuxe, Morris 1500, followed
by two Morris Marinas and the ex lan Riedel
Holden Torana GTR XU1. Ann undertook
the role as Rally Director for a round of the
Queensland Novice Rally Championship
promoted by MGCCQ each year (1974 to
1977). From her experience before the
role of Rally Director for a round of the
Queensland Rally Championship promoted
by MGCCQ each year (1978 to 1986) set
initially in the Stanthorpe area during the
Apple and Grape Festival and then in the
Benarkin State Forest.

From her experience in business combined
with her organisational skills and zeal for

The Lotus

he Mini has a turn

perfection, Ann was appointed Treasurer
for the CAMS Queensland State Office
then Assistant State Secretary in the early
1960's.

Ann joined the committee of the MG Car
Club in 1966 as Treasurer. During this
period the Club was developing the bush
land property at Mount Cotton into the first
permanent hill climb in Queensland. She
was a member of the Board of Directors for
Mount Cotton Limited which was formed to
raise the necessary finances to enable the
building of the hillclimb to continue. She
kept oversight of the finances of the Club to
see the successful completion of this project
for the hillclimb the club has today where
local, State and National events are held.
Ann remained as Treasurer until 1991 a role
she advised she enjoyed.

Ann always had the best interests of our
Club uppermost and could be found always
attending events at Mount Cotton and MG
promoted race meetings. In her last few
years when mobility became more difficult,
Ann always wanted to be kept informed

of the 'what is happening in the outside

In the Lotus with a group of helpers on hand.



On track at Lakeside in the Lotus

world?', ‘how is the club going?’, 'what

In the timing shed helping with the presentation of
trophies at the 1973 AHC

about the finances? And concerns for the

club’ not to overspend.

Ann kept her interest in all aspects of
motorsport through her involvement as
Steward at various events, timekeeper at
race meetings and Mount Cotton hillclimb,
delegate to CAMS State Council (1970 to
2018) where she could debate her point

of view vigorously and as a member of

the Stewards Executive (1983 to 2018).
Through her ongoing involvement. Ann
was nominated for a CAMS Service Award
in 1974, followed by a CAMS Service

Star in 1998 (for dedicated service over a
prolonged period most probably across a
number of roles and duties) then received a
CAMS Life Member award in 2008

(bestowed on individuals with long term

distinguished services
to motorsport for
extraordinary expertise,
dedication and positive
influence).

Described as awesome
in style, awe inspiring
with her drive and
dedication Ann, will be
sadly missed by those
who appreciated what
a tremendous influence
she had not only on the
MG Club, CAMS and by
motor sport generally.
Ann was unique, we
will miss her and her
counsel.

Ann was 97 years
young.

Ann leads the way into the Karrussel

Ann is a covergirl on the Octagon twice — once as the ceremonial cake cutter at
the Club’s 50th anniversary celebrations and the other when she, Peter Rayment
and Joan Appleby received their Honorary Life Memberships from Dick Johnson.



[ AUTOMOTIVE

Sparre (Far Steccalidrd
FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE
REPAIRS & SPARE PARTS
FOR YOUR MG

Call for an obligation free quote

With 39 years experience in the MG game
call Barry for personal service

* Full Workshop Facilities «RWC Inspection Station
Large Range of Spare Parts in stock
* Mail Order -Licenced Motor Dealer
*Paint & Panel inc Insurance work
* Diagnostic Scan Tool for MGF & MGTF
Suspension Pump MGF

3889 9652

Email: mgautomotive@gmail.com

Unit 3/20 Kenworth Place Brendale Q 4500

Check out our new web site
www.mgautomotive.com.au



or by email to vprojects@internode.on.net

Jim Scott
Membership Secretary
on 0411 601 711
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