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Official Journal of the MG Car Club of Queensland Inc.

ctagon

Pictured is Geoff Cohen, Mt Cotton Hillclimb series winner for 2019, in action at 
Mt Cotton in his Bulant clubman Mk 7L in which he competes in Historic Class 
Q – sports. He won the series by amassing bonus points by breaking the Class 
record three times throughout the year.  (Photo by Neville Wostear)
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Midweek Run Coordinator	 Jeff Heslewood (Pat)	 3390 6395
	 (Jeff) 04887 790 211	 (Pat) 0408 799 611
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President’s Report
What happened to Christmas?  It was 
coming up and now it’s gone and we are 
in the new year. Is it just me or do they 
seem to go quicker as you grow older, 
the years seem to be flying by. Anyway, 
another exciting year for the club with many 
functions and events to be held throughout 
the whole year, please see the calendar for 
events that may interest you.

Some highlights for this year will be the 
National meeting at Easter time and the 
Australian Hillclimb championship later in 
the year.

I must go into hospital in February for 
major surgery so for a few months I’ll be 
out of action but once I am recovered I‘ll be 
attending the clubrooms and the Hillclimb 
events, so hope to catch you at these 
events.

Please come along to the clubrooms for the 
noggin and natters - you will enjoy some 
nice food prepared by Don Webster and you 
will meet other members and have a chat 
about MGs and other interesting subjects.

I hope to meet as many members as I 
can at the club’s various activities so don’t 
be shy come along and enjoy the MG 
hospitality 

Safety Fast - Peter May, President

Ross Kelly 	       Ross Kelly 	       3352 41513352 4151

MG ZR, ZS, ZTMG ZR, ZS, ZT                           Ken Wasley                                                         Ken Wasley                              0423 15 27 230423 15 27 23
0407 364 5430407 364 543

Some words from Elaine
Welcome to 2020 and the first Octagon for this 
decade. As always, I hope you will find inside 
plenty to meet your needs and interests. 
An attempt – no, to rephrase that, many 
attempts have been made to provide you 
with an up to date calendar of events for this 
coming year. I see this as one of the main 
functions of the January issue.  

Malcolm Spiden, the Club Secretary, has 
the production of the calendar as one of his 
responsibilities and he has done his best to 
provide me with the latest version for you. 
However, it is much easier and quicker to 
update the online calendar so it is always the 
best source to go to for the most up to date 
information on the dates for the events. 

Apart from the calendar which is available here 
in two formats – the usual removable centre 
insert and the listing by type of event in the 
front pages - what else is inside? 

With the Club having the responsibility this 
year of hosting the running of the biggest 
hillclimb event in Australia for 2020 – the 
Australian Hillclimb Championships at Mt 
Cotton -, one item of particular interest is 
designed to give you an insight into the 
number of times the event has previously been 
held at Mt Cotton and brief details of those 
occasions.  

It is my intention to keep up your interest and 
anticipation of this event by including at least 
one item on AHCs at Mt Cotton in each issue 
throughout the year.

Continued on next page...
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You will find a couple of press releases 
inside – not for a new MG model this time, 
but one is from what you know as CAMS – 
the Confederation of Motorsport which, as 
from Jan 1, changed its name to Motorsport 
Australia. This press release explains the 
reason for the change while displaying the 
new logo. 

The other press release has come from the 
MG Car Club’s Home Centre in the UK and 
relates to the celebration this year of the 90th 
anniversary of the founding of the Club.  This 
includes a request for each Club to create 
a special event to be held on 11th October 
so you might like to think about that and 
make suggestions to the Club Committee for 
something  for them to consider as our own 
unique celebration of that milestone.

Once again, David Hall has continued with 
his explanation of his MG obsession and the 
description of how each of his many MGs 
came into his and Lyn’s possession. It’s 
always a ‘MUST READ’. I suspect that they 
had a hand in encouraging Jan and Rick 
Edwards to share the story of their long desire 
and search for an MG TF. The outcome of this 
search and the story of the purchased car’s 
ownership history is another ‘MUST READ’ 
and, rather wonderfully, their search for more 
information is continuing and Part 2 of their 
story has been promised for the next Octagon.
As always, included are reports of all events 
– social and competitive - held by the Club 
and all of its Chapters, the latter as always 
including some almost hidden gems which 
make the reading well worthwhile.  My thanks 
go to the Chapter Coordinators – all busy 
people in their non-Club lives – who manage 
to meet my deadlines every two months with 
well written and illustrated accounts of their 
events. 

If you are travelling throughout Queensland 
at some time during the year it could be worth 
your while to note some of the places where 
these Chapters visit to include them in your 
itinerary. You could also check their calendar 
with a view to joining them on one of their 
runs.

My thanks, too, to those of you who think to 

send in items for inclusion in the Octagon, 
even if they are small items suitable for the 
‘Bits and pieces’ section. These are important 
and always interesting and help keep a sense 
of anticipation about what might be found 
there. Please keep them coming in – and I’d 
also love to receive some Letters to the Editor 
provoked by articles which have been included 
or which you think should have been.

I have been the Editor of the Octagon since 
June 2005 and would be interested to hear 
from those of you who read your Octagon and 
sometimes think ‘I’d like to have a go at that – 
I think I’d enjoy doing it and maybe even do it 
better.’

I am prepared to continue editing the Octagon 
for the foreseeable future but am aware of 
two things – with the passing of so much 
time doing the same job, the end result can 
sometimes be too predictable and therefore 
rather ’stale’ and fresh approaches would 
give more life to it. Also, with the passing of 
time, I get older each year and, at my age, am 
realistic enough to know that my good health 
cannot last forever and it would be sensible 
to have a Plan B in good hands and ready to 
take over before – or when – that day comes.
If you would like to talk to me about this, my 
email is vprojects@internode.on.net , my 
home phone in 3893 2438 and my mobile is 
0418 870 782. I would love to hear from you. 

One important point I must emphasise is 
that I do NOT do the artwork or layout of the 
Octagon – I have no skills to be able to do 
those things. My skills (such as they are) are 
in receiving reports and photos and organising 
them into their respective categories in folders 
which then go to MGCCQ member Craig 
Winter of ArtXDesign who is responsible for 
the layout and artwork, printing and mailing. 

I hope you all enjoy this issue and wish you all 
the best for 2020. The deadline for articles for 
the March issue of the Octagon is the last day 
of February – so you get an extra day to meet 
that deadline this year!

STOP PRESS!
Andrew Lake has identified the bird p7 in the 

Nov issue as a white faced heron.
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Notice Board

		 FEBRUARY		
7th	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms
7th	 CAMS Evening of Champions at Easts 

Leagues Club, Coorparoo
8th	 Come and Try / Test and Tune at Mt Cotton
15th	 Annual dinner and presentation of Club 

trophies at Normanby Hotel
16th	 CAMS EXPO at Beenleigh Showgrounds
21st	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms
22nd-23rd	 HRCC - TTT weekend at Morgan Park
26th	 Midweek run with optional overnight stay – 

organised by Allan Tebbutt – full details on 
web calendar and in weekly email

29th-1st	 Rd 1 CARRIC / Tighe Cams Hillclimb series 
Rd 1 (CP)

MARCH		
6th	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms
8th 	 Interclub Motorkhana at Sleeman Centre (CP)
20th	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter at the Clubrooms
27th	 Midweek run – see details on club calendar 

and weekly email
27th-29th 	 Motorsport Australia State Championship 

races Rd 1 at Morgan Park (CP) 

The Clubrooms are open on the first and third Friday nights of each month with hot food starting at 6.30 
pm priced as low as $4. The goal will continue to be to have something special happening on the first 
Friday of each month. Your suggestions are welcomed.  

Working bees are held at the hillclimb on most Wednesdays and are therefore not listed below. For 
further information, contact Malcolm Spiden.

(CP) after the name of an event  means Competition Points and indicates that the event is pointscoring 
for Club trophies. (SP = Social Points) for attendance at car display events such as Motorfest and the 
Macleans Bridge Display.

Please consult the online calendar for any update and also for Chapter events to which all members 
are always invited. You will also find that motorsport events promoted by other clubs and also events in 
regional areas are listed in our online calendar.

Have you paid your 2020 membership?   
While there have been a number of technical issues 
getting the online portal operational, it is now up and 
running.

You can renew your membership, manage your own 
profile (personal record), create an Impromptu Event, Join 
a Club social event, and pay for entry to those events.
 
In case you haven’t received any information (email or 
ordinary mail) about your membership, please go to www.
mgccq.org/portal to complete your 2020 membership 
renewal.

A reminder: you can pay your membership at any time by 
transferring your payment of fees to the Club’s account.   

National Australia Bank  
Account name: MG CAR Club of Qld. Inc.  

BSB 084263 Account No.464938785.  Reference: Please 
use the first four characters of Surname + Membership 

number  e.g. ABCD1234.
 

Fees for 2020 are $90  - Annual subscription
$70 – Country member - Residential address (postcode)  

to be more than 160 km from Brisbane GPO.
$35 – Junior member.

There is no charge for Family (Social) membership.
Please convey your feedback or suggestions for 
improvement  of  the portal to The Membership Secretary 
- membership@mgccq.org 

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to the Club and 
wish them a long and happy association with it.
Evan K Hoger	 Trevor A Collins
Sylvia Collins	 Wayne Swift
Lindsay E Derriman	 Barbara Derriman
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Dates for the Year by Event Type 
All of these events are open to members 
including members of all Chapters. All six 
Chapters put on a big program of events 
and these are listed in the centre calendar 
and also on the Club calendar on the 
website. These are open for any members 
visiting their area so check their programs 
of events if you intend travelling throughout 
the year.

NOTE: CP = Competitive Pointscoring and 
indicates that the event is pointscoring for 
Club trophies. Eligibility rules for trophies 
are on the News page of the Club website.

DAY RUNS  
i.e. Saturday or Sunday runs 
(all pointscoring) 

None have been scheduled, as 
yet, for this year. If you would like to assist 
by organising one of the runs please contact 
the Club with your offer, email mgccq@
mgccq.org.au

MIDWEEK RUNS 

Jeff Heslewood is the midweek 
run coordinator. His email is 
jeff.heslewood@bigpond.com 

and his home phone is 3390 6395 or mobile 
(Jeff) 0487 790 211 and Pat’s mobile is 0408 
799 611. 

	        

Dates and organisers are:

26 Feb	 Run with optional overnight stay 
at Kingaroy organised by Allan 
Tebbutt

25 March 	 Run to Tropical Fruit World 
organised by Bruce Mutch	

22 April 	 Run organisers are Trevor and 
Joy Jones	     

27 May 	 Run organiser is Bruce Bayliss	

24 June 	 Run organizer is Errol Hoger 
with destination possibly 
Christmas Creek	  

22 July 	 Run will be organised by Neil 
Taylor with optional overnight 
stay in Warwick	

26 Aug	 Run organiser will be Alex 
Cairney	
 	  

23 Sept 	 Run organiser will be Barry 
Lutwyche

28 Oct	 Run organiser will be Denis 
Thomas    

25 Nov	 Run organiser as yet unknown

HILLCLIMBS AND SPRINTS 
EVENTS

EVENTS MARKED (CP) 
COUNT FOR POINTS TOWARDS MG 
ANNUAL SPEED EVENT AWARDS

8 Feb	 Come and Try/test and tune

29Feb/	      Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
1Mar 	      Round 1 (CP)

18/19 April 	Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
Round 2 (CP)

29 -31May	 Queensland Hillclimb 
Championships

2/3 May 	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
Round 3 (CP)

25/26 July	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
Round 4 (CP)

15/16 Aug	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
Round 5 (CP)

26 Sept.	 The Motorsport Australia 
Club Challenge Hillclimb with 
Interclub Hillclimb

5-8 Nov.	 Australian Hillclimb 
Championships	
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28/29 Nov 	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series 
Round 6 (CP)

(WORKING BEES are held at the Hillclimb 
on every Wed from approx 9am to 2pm. 
Contact Malcolm Spiden for more details 
or simply go to the Hillclimb and meet up 
there.)	

HSCCQ MOTORKHANA AND OTHER 
EVENTS MARKED (CP)  COUNT 
TOWARDS MG ANNUAL MOTORKHANA 
ANNUAL AWARDS.

(CP) pointscoring events are yet to be 
announced as are the details of the events 
for each date.

23 Feb 	 Come and Try Motorkhana and 
Khanacross

8 Mar	 Interclub at Sleeman Centre

19 April	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA

17 May	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA

21 June	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA

26 July	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA

13 or 20 	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA
Sept 	

17/18 Oct	 Aust Motorkhana C’ship at 
Sleeman Centre

8 Nov	 Motorkhana/Khanacross TBA

 

NIGHT OBSERVATION RUNS   

All are (CP = for Competitive Points

Possible dates are 22 Feb; 26 April; 10 May; 
12 July; 30 Aug; 18 Oct

OTHER

18 Sept	 MGCCQ Annual General 
Meeting and Noggin ‘n’ Natter

RACE MEETINGS MARKED (CP) GIVE 
YOU POINTS FOR THE MG RACING 
DRIVERS ANNUAL AWARD

22-23 Feb	 HRCC TTT weekend

27-29 Mar 	 Motorsport Australia State 
Championship Races Round 1 
at Morgan Park (CP) 

9-10 May	 HRCC - Autumn races at 
Morgan Park

5 -7 June 	 Motorsport Australia State 
Championship Races Round 2 
at Morgan Park

13-14 June	HRCC - Noosa Winter Hillclimb

11-12 July	 HRCC – Historic Queensland

28-30 Aug 	 Motorsport Australia State 
Championship Races Round 3 
at Morgan Park (CP) 

20-22 Nov	 Motorsport Australia State 
Championship Races Round 4 
at Morgan Park (CP) 

14-15 Nov	 HRCC - Noosa Summer 
Hillclimb

NOGGIN ‘n’ NATTERS

Every 1st and 3rd Friday of each month 
starting on 17 January and excepting Good 
Friday.

ANNUAL CONCOURS AND  OTHER 
CLUB DISPLAY DAYS - (CP and SP) 
indicate Competitive and Social 
Pointscoring events

24 May	 MacLeans Bridge at Belmont 
Rifle Range (SP)

2 August	 Geary Sports Car Concours and 
Denis Cotton Club Display at 
TradeCoast Heritage Park (CP) 

12 July 	 (TBC) RACQ Motorfest (SP) 

DTA	 All British Day at St Josephs 
Sportsground Tennyson (SP)
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Bits’n’Pieces

When the Club was advised of the invitation 
to take part in a car display at the Laidley 
School fete on Nov 2, Club members Ray 
and Sue Edwards were quick to take up 
the invitation as they live in the area. They 
reported they had an enjoyable few hours at 
the Fete on the Saturday and that members 
from the Ford Performance Vehicle Club 
and the Corvette Club were also there and 
they really enjoyed talking with them about 
their Club Activities etc and learnt more 
about events in their area which was great 
for them.

These two items came in from Malcolm 
Campbell as a result of his spending some 
time looking at old photos. One shows 
him in his Mini with his wife Laraine as 
passenger going reverse direction around 
Mt Cotton most likely taken at a working 

bee prior to the first meeting at Mt Cotton in 
Feb 1968.

The other is a receipt for his payment of 
$6.30 for his 1968 membership!
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November Midweek Run
MIDWEEK RUN 27/28 NOVEMBER 2019 
by Jeff Heslewood;  
Photos by Malcolm Campbell

It was another fine and sunny day that 
greeted the 31 participants in 17 cars 
(including 8 MGs) as we set off from 
Springfield Lakes for the November XMAS 
run, to be joined by a few extras at our 
destination. Unfortunately the bush fires 
restricted the scenery viewing to some 
extent, and the drought was evident in 
the parched condition of much of the 
countryside. Having said that, Bryan and 
Carmen had set out another great 2 days 
of touring, firstly through Canungra to our 
morning tea stop at the Hinze Dam and 
then on through the always picturesque 
Numinbah Valley. Our lunch stop was 
another of those hidden gems, an old 

Queenslander (in Uki, NSW) converted into 
a restaurant and accommodation, called 
Mavis’s Kitchen.

From lunch we continued through the mainly 
green northern NSW countryside, through 
Nimbin (quickly with the windows wound 
up), then through Lismore. Our overnight 
stop was the very neat and friendly 
Alstonville Settlers Motel, in a pretty little 
town that appears to have a healthy and 
active economy. As usual, our social little 
group had to be dragged away from happy 
hour, but Bryan had arranged dinner at the 
local hotel, which obliged by providing a 
courtesy bus to pick us up and return us all 
to our motels. The general opinion was that 
the food was great, although a few of us had 
a bit of a wait for our orders.
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managed to squeeze in a little more food.

From there everyone headed off for home, 
after what I am sure will be remembered as 
another great overnighter, enjoyed by all.

Participants were:

Trevor & Joy Jones	 MGA

Jeff & Pat Heslewood	 Subaru

Greg & Rhonda Hannant	 BMW

Ray & Susanne Edwards 	 Mitsubishi 
& Di Davies		

Brian Cranley	 Fiat Abarth

Ian & Karen Fettes	 MG Magnette

Dino & Margaret Mattea	 MGA

John & Pat Walker	 Toyota

John Davidson	 MGBGT

John & Carol Loth	 Mercedes

Meryl & David Miles	 MG Magnette

Brian & Dianne Purvis	 MGB

Allan & Joyce Tebbutt & 	 Audi 
Errol & Wendy Hoger	

Dennis & Diana Kelly	 Mazda 3

Alex Cairney	 MGB

Val Horgan	 MX5

Bryan Ponting & Carmen Daly	Subaru

Malcolm Campbell & Kathy Burford	

The next morning most of us headed back 
into town for breakfast at the Orio Café. 
We enjoyed another great feed (except for 
Bryan who was mumbling something about 
the red wine the previous night). We next 
found our way to the Macadamia Castle for 
a look around and a few purchases at the 
souvenir shop, before driving on to Ocean 
Shores Golf Club. On a clear day the view 
would be spectacular, but even with the 
ever-present smoke haze, it was still an 
enjoyable spot to sit and talk. Some even 
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October 12th 2020 will mark the 90th 
anniversary of the founding of the MGCC. 
The club’s origins lie in an advert placed 
in the Light Car magazine suggesting the 
formation of a club for MG owners. The 
venue was the Roebuck Hotel, Broadwater, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire in England which 
still exists. Over thirty cars and their drivers 
and passengers attended the inaugural 
event and a club was quickly formed. The 
following year the first club dinner was held 
with Cecil Kimber as the guest speaker. In 
1932 the first dinner-dance was held at the 
Café Royal in London where Sir William 
Morris, George Eyston, and Earl Howe were 
among the guests.

To celebrate the 90th year of the MG Car 
Club, we would like clubs to mark the 
occasion by organising a contribution to a 
world-wide event on the following lines:

i.	 The celebratory event to be organised 
is a run or rally by every club, register 
and centre in both the UK and across the 
world.

ii.	 The date for the event will be Sunday 
11th October, 2020.

The MG Car Club 
90th Anniversary

iii.	The run or rally should be as far as 
possible different from the usual runs 
put on by the club, register, or centre. 
One suggestion is that an approximate 
‘octagonal’ route is devised. Another 
could be passing over a river on a bridge 
or a ferry. Essentially something which 
is different, acts as the focal-point for 
the run, and enables some memorable 
photos to be taken.

iv.	Mid-day local time should be used as 
the start of the run, or the point at which 
an unusual feature is crossed, passed, 
seen etc. – the focal point.  In this way 
the event becomes a ‘whole day’ global 
event from New Zealand, Australia and 
Japan in the east, to Brazil, California 
and Hawaii in the west.

v.	 As far as possible local and national 
media should be alerted and used as 
a means of raising both the MGCC’s 
and the marque’s profiles.  Local media 
especially is often open to a prepared 
‘feel good’ human interest story.

vi.	Consideration could also be given to 
video and photos being uploaded to 
Facebook, Instagram, You Tube etc. 
which have a wide reach and enable 
comment and participation.

vii.	As we get closer to October 2020 I 
hope to provide more information on the 
founding meeting and those involved 
in getting the MGCC off the ground in 
1930.

Peter Cook 
MGCC, Overseas Director. 

14/11/2019
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The following is the citation read out at the 
MGCCQ AGM in Sept 2018 proposing that 
member No 568 Dick Johnson be awarded 
an Honorary Life Membership.

…………………………………………………

On 13 April 1962 (Aged 16) (possibly even 
before getting his Queensland Drivers 
licence), a fitter and turner from Coorparoo 
became a member of the MG Car Club of 
Queensland.  His membership fees of £2 
2s allowed this youngster to compete at the 
Mount Cotton Hillclimb.

His vehicle registered on membership 
records was an EH Holden –179 cubic 
inches (2.9 litre) of muscle – Rego NUF-
339 – did this become the famous #17 that 
competed at the Hillclimb and at Lakeside in 
future events and aided the talented driver 
to become a five-time Australian Touring 
Car Champion and a three-time winner of 
the Bathurst 1000? 

I am talking of course about one Richard 
Johnson, affectionately and commonly 
known as ‘Dick Johnson’, member 568, Life 
Member and Club Patron.

Throughout Dick’s esteemed and successful 
racing career, Dick faithfully maintained 
a yearly membership of the MG Car Club 
(which were his years as an active race 

driver) until 2000 when he purchased a Life 
Membership.  “Best $90 investment ever 
made”.

Dick has competed internationally in the  

•	 World Touring Car Championship 

•	 World Sportscar Championship 

•	 European Touring Car Championship 

•	 Asia-Pacific Touring Car Championship

•	 NASCAR

•	 Winston Cup Series

A 29 year career as a driver competing in 
the Australian Touring Car Championships 
awarded him being  five-time Australian 
Touring Car Champion and a three-time 
winner of the Bathurst 1000.	

1982 Bathurst saw Johnson and co-
driver John French (another MG Car 
Club Member) wired for sound so the 
commentary team could talk to the drivers 
while racing around the track.  From then 
on Johnson's cars were rarely without a TV 
camera sitting where the passenger seat 
usually was, especially when Seven was 
televising the race. They became pioneers 
of race cameras being used in vehicles. 

His laconic commentary and seemingly 
endless list of one-liners quickly became 

Dick Johnson
Honorary Life Member
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a favourite with Australian race fans, even 
those who normally followed Holden drivers 
such as Peter Brock and Allan Grice, both 
of whom also became exponents of using 
racecam.

Some of Johnson's quotes while on 
racecam were:

•	 "The old Volvo must have its truck 
suspension in" – 1986 ATCC, Round 4 at 
Adelaide International. Ironically Robbie 
Francevic's Volvo emerged as the race 
winner.

•	 "This race is like the Irishman who won 
the Tour de France I tell ya. He had to 
go on a lap of honour" – 1986 James 
Hardie 1000

•	 "It's missing and carrying on like an 
old sheila" – 1988 ATCC, Grand Finale 
at Oran Park Raceway after turbo 
boost problems with his championship 
winning Ford Sierra RS500 saw him 
relinquish the lead mid-race to team 
mate John Bowe. With the opposition 
nowhere in sight, Bowe later slowed 
enough to allow Dick to win the race and 
followed him across the line in a 1–2 
form finish.

•	 "Winton? It’s like running a marathon 
around your clothesline" – 1990 ATCC, 
Round 4 at Winton after Channel 
7 commentator Mike Raymond asked 
him what the definition of Winton was.

•	 "Then Brock got past me would you 
believe, unfortunately, and that thing 
of his like, I nearly choked to death 
on Mobil 1. It looks like the last train 
to Ferny Grove" – 1990 ATCC, Grand 
Finale at Oran Park after problems with 
the Sierra saw him drop out of race 
winning and championship contention. 
He was referring to the Peter Brock 
Sierra's habit of belching black oil smoke 
out of its exhaust whenever he lifted off 
the accelerator.

•	 "The Sierra on one cylinder has got 
as much grunt as the Commodore" 
– 1991 ATCC, Round 5 at Winton after 
his misfiring Sierra had been passed 
by the V8 Holden Commodore of Larry 
Perkins.

Dick retired from racing at the end of the 
1999 season and concentrated on running 
his race team Dick Johnson Racing - DJR. 

In 2014, DJR announced that 51% of 
the team was sold to legendary team 
owner Roger Penske establishing DJR-
Team Penske, which fields two cars in V8 
Supercar racing.

Dick has claimed over twenty awards and 
honours including the V8 Supercars Hall of 
Fame into which he was inducted in 2001 
and an Order of Australia.

In 2009 as part of the Q150 celebrations, 
Dick Johnson was announced as one of 
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the Q150 Icons of Queensland for his role 
as a "sports legend" being No 8 in the 
Top 15 Sporting Legends of the total 150 
Queensland Icons.

The Club would like to recognise the 
outstanding contribution Dick has made 
to Motorsport generally and to the MG 
Car Club of Queensland through his 
longstanding membership and being Club 
Patron since 1996.

Dick was nominated to be conferred an 
Honorary Life Member and Dick graciously 
accepted this nomination.

It is therefore moved that the Club 
confer an Honorary Life Membership on 
Richard “Dick” Johnson, Member #568, 
for his extraordinary contribution and 
achievements in Motorsports and for 

support of his local Car Club for more than 
57 years.

I would ask those in favour of this motion 
express their support though generous 
applause. PS – an interesting comment 
by Dick Johnson, our Patron, in the ‘Peter 
Brock – This is Your    Life’ TV special. It 
was recalled that, on the front row of the 
grid for a race at Sandown, Dick indicated 
to Peter to look at a provocatively dressed 
lady flag marshall. He did and they both 
became so engrossed that they both 
missed the start! (reproduced from the 
Spring 1997 ‘Octagon’.)

The photos on pages 12 and 13 were taken 
at Dick’s first run at Mt Cotton in April 1968. 
He is shown leaving the starting line, exiting 
the first loop and experimenting with an 
alternative line through the hairpin.

By Jan Edwards  
Cooloola Cove, MGCCQ Member No 5073

After drooling over MGTFs for some 58 
years, I was finally able to realise my 
dream of owning one in July 2017 when I 
purchased a beautiful red TF in Buderim on 
the Sunshine Coast, Qld. The owner had 
very little history of the car's previous life 
so I was determined to find out as much 
as I could. The only provenance I had with 
the car was a few receipts for repairs done 
for the previous owner.  He had the car 
for about 3 years. There were also some 
receipts for repairs from when the car was 
owned by a Greg McGirr in Dubbo who, I 
think, owned it from 2001-2006. He was a 
member of the MGCC (Hunter Region129).

The current vehicle details are: MGTF 1500, 
Vehicle No HDA 26/4307, Red exterior with 

My Wonderful MG TF 1500
red leather upholstery and trim.  Engine is 
XPEG 3551, Body No is TF 16704.

Unfortunately the current privacy laws 
do not allow for the Government car 
registration agencies to provide information 
on past ownership, so the majority of the 
following info was quickly found for me by 
the MGCC Sydney (Their badge was on the 
car).  

It appears that TF4307 was imported by 
P&R Williams, the NSW distributors, and 
the car arrived on the good ship 'Ramon De 
Larrinaga' in June 1954 with seven other 
TFs. The colour scheme was black with 
a biscuit interior and the engine number 
was XPAG 34212. On the 18th of June 
1954 this car was sold to E. Bartlett of 68 
Hawkesbury Rd Westmead.
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The history of the car from then until 2001 
is as yet unknown, but from 2001 - 2006 (?) 
the vehicle was apparently owned by Greg 
McGIRR in Dubbo.  He had it placed on the 
MGCC TF Register as Number 9424. There 
is a note from Greg McGIRR to the effect 
that it was apparently owned and restored 
by eminent Sydney Heart Surgeon, Dr 
Victor CHANG who was murdered in 1991.  
Indeed, in her biography of her father, 
Vanessa CHANG states that her "favourite 
of all his cars was the fire engine red MGTF 
1500 which he and his uncle Les restored 
from a very dilapidated state".  Could this 
really be our car?   Confirmation pending!!!

The current engine, XPEG 3551 came from 
TF9767 which was another Sydney import, 
now believed wrecked, whilst the original, 
XPAG 34212, is now in TF6355 which was 
owned by Brian USBACK of the ACT in 
2003.

In 2013 the MG seems to have been owned 
by a Rod DEAN from Orange, NSW.  I 
have no idea how long he had it, but he did 
have the engine and gearbox overhauled 
in Brookvale, NSW in 2013. I also have a 
rough transport docket, dated 2/1/014, from 
what looks like "Sue" DEAN in Orange to 
Stuart SMITH in Buderim, QLD.   Stuart, 
who had the car for about 3 years, was a 
member of the Sunshine Coast MG Car 
Club and the car Reg No was S28077.

We bought the car from Stuart (who had 
virtually no details of its provenance), on 
31 Jul 2017 and thus far we have had the 
gearbox repaired (3rd gear synchro had 
been put in backwards) and the two SU 
carbies overhauled. Since then it goes like 
a dream!

My thanks for much of the aforementioned 
info must go to the members of the MGCC 
of Sydney, especially Matthew Magilton, 
Professor Michael Hough and Andy 
Leondiou.

All of the above was published in the August 
2019 edition of the MGCCNSW Opposite 
Lock magazine with a request for further 
possible information and on 7 Sep 2019, I 
received a message from the President of 
MGCCNSW, stating that a friend of Michael 
McGIRR had been in touch and provided 
contact info.

Greg has kindly offered to search out old 
paperwork and photos of the car and will 
forward them to us.  We eagerly await this 
further history.

What a wonderfully helpful and keen group 
of people I have met in this MG world.

Watch out for episode two of this historical 
journey.
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by Peter May

This year’s Christmas party was slightly 
different in its format.  As the new President 
I wanted to get caterers in to provide the 
food for the function so that the ladies who 
normally provide the food could have a rest.

This was, as everyone I spoke to said, a 
great success. The food was well presented 
and was of a very high standard, and there 
was plenty of it so I do not believe that 
anyone went hungry.

We also had many people attend - 79 to be 
exact - which was a large turnout for the 
club taking into consideration the heat and 
the time of the year when so many functions 
are being held.

Special thanks must go to Don Webster 
who got there early to open for the caterers 
and Chrystellee and others for doing 
the Bar and doing the decorating of the 
clubrooms to get into the Christmas spirit.

MGCCQ Christmas Party  
Sunday 8th December 2019

Many thanks also to the donors of the 
raffle prizes which included a large ceramic 
plate, three including wine and glasses, 
one of Allan Tebbutt’s cutting boards – a 
favourite every year as is the Christmas 
hamper supplied by Diane Davies. Others 
included a hamper of food ‘indulgences’, a 
hamper of home made jewellery, a beautiful 
framed photo of a Central Australian scene, 
four beautiful heritage table cloths, a large 
bottle of home made shortbread and an ice 
bucket all of which were well received by 
the winners and congratulations to all those 
who were lucky enough to win a prize. One 
very happy winner was Sue Edwards who 
really wanted to win – and did win – an old 
china butter dish with cover.

Hope to see you at the clubrooms for more 
functions in the near future. 
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With 2020 fast approaching, the rebrand to 
Motorsport Australia is also nearly here.

As announced at this year’s Bathurst 1000, 
CAMS will change its trading name to 
Motorsport Australia as of 1 January. 

This change brings the organisation into 
line with many other peak sporting bodies 
and will help further improve motorsport’s 
standing in Australia to a new audience, 
highlighting our work to governments and 
corporate partners around the country.

The role of the organisation has 
significantly changed in recent years. No 
longer does CAMS just issue licences 
and organise officials. Like all governing 
bodies in 2019, there are many varied 
roles across all disciplines and they are 
responsible for running a number of events 
and Championships, like the Shannons 
Motorsport Australia Championships, the 
Motorsport Australia Rally Championship 
and the Motorsport Australia Off Road 
Championship to name just three.

Some of the key things about this change 
include:

•	 The website address will change to 
motorsport.org.au – however if you visit 
cams.com.au after 1 January, you will 
automatically be redirected to the new 
site.

•	 You do not need a new licence issued 
on 1 January, as your licence expires in 
2020, you will receive a new Motorsport 
Australia branded licence upon renewal.

•	 Logbooks remain current and do also 
not need to be replaced, stickers will be 
available to cover the existing CAMS 
logo with Motorsport Australia branding

•	 Any insurance cover issued through 
CAMS into 2020 also remains current 
and automatically carries over to 
Motorsport Australia on 1 January.

•	 There are many forms and documents 
in motorsport, and while the majority will 
be updated in time for 1 January, there 
may be some older documents that will 
not be updated as of 1 January – these 
of course will still be accepted when 
submitted to Motorsport Australia.

•	 We understand that the CAMS logo may 
remain on existing signage in early 2020, 
as this is a transition period we will work 
with affiliated clubs and venues to ensure 
these are changed as necessary in the 
new year. Please contact your local 
office for copies of the logo as required.

Meanwhile, Motorsport Australia House, 
the new national office in Canterbury 
which also features a physical home for 
the Australian Motor Sport Hall of Fame, 
was recently opened following the sale 
of the organisation’s old Malvern East 
headquarters.

The storied history of CAMS will certainly 
not be forgotten in this changeover, with this 
history a key part of everything Motorsport 
Australia will be about in 2020 and beyond. 
This includes the new Motorsport Australia 
logo which has utilised part of the CAMS 
branding as a tribute to our long and 
decorated history.

CAMS will change its trading name to Motorsport 
Australia as of 1 January, 2020.
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MG SICKNESS  
PART 5  

by David Hall

Our love for the old T Types led us to look 
around for a TC.  A car in Ballina had a lot 
of potential and we ended up buying it. After 
a lot of paintwork plus a full trim kit from UK 
and a lot of rechroming we now have a very 
nice TC. It is also a South African Car and 
used to belong to the owner’s father who 
is still living in South Africa. He was an MG 
enthusiast there and his son gave us a lot of 
history with the purchase of the car.

The trim kit was finished and installed along 
with the weather equipment without the side 
curtains as they had not been restored at 

that stage; however, everything else was all 
fitted up just prior to the National Meeting in 
Ballina and we took the car down for a very 
enjoyable weekend. 

We stayed at the previous owner’s property 
in our motor home and he was so impressed 
with how his car looked now he could not 
believe his eyes. He took photos of the TC 
and phoned up his Father in South  Africa 
and his friends in  Ballina  to let them know 
his old car was in town so we had a lot of 
visitors at the  Concours - no prizes this day 
however we attracted a lot of interest  with  
the  car returning  home after 12  months 
away.

I can remember Peter Kerr saying to me 
all those years ago “You know it is an MG 
sickness" and I am beginning to think he 
was right.

Well the sickness carried on with the 
purchase of an MGYA from Townsville. The 
car is MG Red and had White Wall tyres. 
It has a nice interior in two tone brown and 
beige which makes it quite attractive. We’ve 
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without his "Y" type as he was still not quite 
finished with his restoration. Like me he has 
too many MG projects on the go and never 
enough time to work on them. Perhaps 
things may change for him now that he has 
sold his business and is now officially retired 
- maybe we may even see him at the MG 
Nationals over Easter.

also completed some bodywork and got 
some chroming carried out. It had a modern 
Chrome pancake air filter on the engine 
which didn't look right at all and so I talked 
to Tony Slattery who gave me the phone 
Number of now friend John Hall who had 
an Air Cleaner sitting at home in Atherton 
North Queensland. John said we could 
have it but it required a paint job. However, 
when I received it in the post it was all nicely 
painted ready to fit to our car and there 
was no charge, not even for postage. Now 
THAT'S A REAL MG FRIEND! 

We took this car to the National MGY 70th 
anniversary celebration that was held in 
Nambour on the Sunshine Coast. It was 
an absolutely fabulous weekend enjoyed 
by all who attended.  Praise for that should 
go to Deb and Tony Slattery who were the 
main organisers of this great event - they 
had enthusiasts come from all over the 
world and every State of Australia for the 
celebration.

John Hall came down from Atherton in 
Far North Queensland for the anniversary 
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Australian Hillclimb 
Championships
at Mt Cotton

This year will be a big year at Mt Cotton 
with the Qld Hillclimb Championships being 
held there in June and then the big one, the 
Australian Championships, being held there 
from 5-8 November.

This will be the 13th time that the Australian 
Championship – or a round of it – has been 
held at Mt Cotton, the first one being held 
just two years after the first ever hillclimb 
was held in Feb 1968. The table below lists 
the dates of these events, whether it was 
a standalone event or a round of a series, 
the name of the winner and of his car and a 
photograph taken of the winner in action at 
the event. 

There are two Queenslanders listed 
amongst those winners – Ivan Tighe in 
1991 and John Davies in 1995. Ivan was 
driving a Barry Lock designed and built 
Kaditcha while John Davies was driving 

a DBF which took its name from its three 
constructors with the D being from John 
Davies and the F from Ian Fettes, currently 
the Pointscorer for the Club.

One item to note re the times listed for Kym 
Rohrlach in 1987: Firstly, but not relevant, 
is the fact that this was the first time any 
competitor had posted a sub 40sec time. 
The time actually achieved by him was 
*39.87 but, at that time, all times were 
recorded to the nearest tenth of a second, 
thus the time of 39.90 will be found listed in 
other documents.

The current outright record is held by 
Malcolm Oastler in a time of 35.25 seconds 
set at the Qld Championships in June 2017. 
Much attention at the AHC will be focussed 
on whether or not the time set by this year’s 
winner will eclipse that time and maybe go 
sub 35secs.

1

2 5

3

4

6
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1 14th June 1970 AHC Paul England Ausca VW 45.60
2 9th/10th June 1973 AHC Rd 1 Paul  England Ausca VW 4WD 45.30
3 9th June 1974 AHC Rd 1 Paul England Ausca VW 4WD 44.70
4 7&8 June 1975 AHC Rd 2 Stan Keen BoralFord 45.10
5 9th & 10th June 1979 AHC Peter Holinger Holinger Repco 43.30
6 5th June 1983 AHC Roger Harrison Elfin 600C 41.80

7 31st May 1987 AHC Kym Rohrlach VW Special 39.90 
(39.87*)

8 2nd June 1991 AHC Ivan Tighe Kaditcha 39.86
9 4th June 1995 AHC John Davies DBF 39.50
10 30th September 2001 AHC Peter Gumley SCV 39.19
11 3rd/4th Nov 2007 AHC Peter Gumley Wortmeyer SCV 37.53
12 2/3 Nov 2013 AHC Greg Ackland Ackland GA8 36.22

7

8

9

10

11

12
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CHAPTER Chatter
BUNDABERG CHAPTER

23 Nov – Mary Valley Rattler excursion

A few cars met at the usual place on 
Saturday afternoon to travel to our Motel 
in Gympie, the others chose to drive down 
earlier in the day. We checked into our 
motel for the night and had social drinks 
before dinner. A lovely dinner was prepared 
for us by the chef, breakfast the next 
morning was a buffet of more scrumptious 
stuff.

After breakfast we all drove to The Mary 
Valley Rattler historic steam train. The train 
departed at 10:00am and we had a carriage 
to ourselves.  Our carriage attendant was 
Brendan who was most informative of our 
journey and the local history. 

Passing through the Mary Valley it was 
lovely to see all the green pastures and very 
healthy dairy cattle. We arrived at Amamoor 
Station approximately 1 hour later for a 45 
minute stop so we all disembarked to watch 
the engine being put on the rear end of the 
train for the return journey while there was 
a café there for people to spend the time 
indulging in the local cuisine. 

On our way back we stopped at Dagen 
Railway Station where there were some 
markets including wine and cheese tasting 
and entertainment. Our journey ended back 
at Gympie at 1:30pm where we had a buffet 
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CHAPTER Chatter
lunch at Platform Cafe No: 1 on the station. 

After finishing lunch we all headed for 
Bundaberg or home. An enjoyable weekend 
had been had by all. After the meal we 
all thanked Robyn and David Seaton for 
organising a great trip.

Due to the warm weather the only cars that 
were taken were the ones with Air Con.

In all 9 cars attended; those participating 
were:

David & Robyn Seaton	 Mazda MX 5

David & Jenny Cook       	 MGF

Bob & Sue Murray          	 Porsche 
	 Macan

Selwyn & Sue Presser    	 Holden  
	 Commodore 

David & Sonja Carter      	 MGF

John & Judy Teale	 Toyota Kluger

Steve & Tracy Gable      	 Mazda 3

Adrian Titchmarsh          	 Mazda MX 5 

Peter & Margaret Elsen  	 Isuzu Ute

8 Dec - Christmas Party Moore Park 
Tavern by Dave Cook

The decision was made to have the 
Christmas party at the Moore Park Tavern 
on Sunday afternoon 8th December as it 
was highly recommended by the locals.

It was very well attended by most members 
who all enjoyed an enjoyable meal, there 
was much good banter between all of 
us swapping tables and enjoying talking 
to each other. We started at 12 pm and 
continued on to well in to the afternoon. 

Attendees were: Selwyn & Sue Presser, Bob 
& Sue Murray, Larry & Brenda Lipscombe, 
Peter & Marg Ellis, John & Sue Teale, Ian & 
Tracy Innes, Peter & Val Walkington, Judy 
O’Donahue, Adrian Titmarsh, David carter & 
Wife, Alan Dansie, Ian & Gaye Ames, Jenny 
& Dave Cook

The previous week we held our 6 monthly 
planning meeting which was also well 
attended we have made a decision to 
incorporate a few Noggin and Natters in to 
the calendar as these social events allow a 
lot more communications between us all. 
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CHAPTER Chatter
CAPRICORN CHAPTER

RUN REPORT – Friday night dinner at the 
Parkhurst Tavern 1st November 2019

Now that the weather is warming up we 
have started to enjoy the coolness of a 
Friday evening get together instead off some 
of our Sunday runs. Our first outing for the 
season was to the Parkhurst Tavern where 
we enjoyed good company and a nice meal. 

While most people were content to eat the 
treats from the poker run for dessert, a 
couple of sweet tooths couldn’t resist what 
was on the menu. I think Julie started it all 
and was quickly followed by Ian once he laid 
eyes on Julie’s cheese cake. Well, it created 
some humour and the desserts were 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

Attendees on the day were: 

Phil & Margaret Henry, Gary & Julie Kunst, 
Jim & Sandra Armstrong, Ian Wilhelmsen, 
Ian & Judy Hamilton, Jo Emmert, and Terry 
Dwyer & Anne Burbidge.

Regards, Gary Kunst, Coordinator – 
Capricorn Chapter, MGCCQ

RUN REPORT – Sunday Breakfast at Jolt 
Café 17/11/2019

It’s great that the fires that were so 
devastating around Yeppoon are mostly 
under control thanks to the fire fighters and 
locals who were equipped to give a hand. 
We are also glad that while some of our 
members lost grass lands and orchards due 
to the fire, they didn’t suffer any loss to their 
homes, structures or stock.  We wish you 
well as you recover from the damage. 

We had a great roll up today for a breakfast 
run to the Jolt Café in Yeppoon which was 

followed up by a meeting in the park to 
determine next year’s committee.  In all, 
31 members attended which is close to a 
record for the Chapter this year. 

The meeting in the park was also welcome 
relief from the heat of the day as a cool 
breeze was blowing. We settled at the large 
shelter shed next to Ross Creek which 
accommodated everyone comfortably. 

Gary Kunst was elected as the returning 
Coordinator, Jim Armstrong taking the role 
of Assistant Coordinator, and Jo Emmert 
and Clare Lynam forming the run committee. 

Following the meeting and a bit more jovial 
conversation, some people chose to visit 
the shell museum while a number of people 
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CHAPTER Chatter
drove to Emu Park for a refreshing drink 
before heading home. 

Attendees on the day were: 

Gary & Julie Kunst,  Jim & Sandra 
Armstrong,  Ian Wilhelmsen, Ian & Judy 
Hamilton, Jo Emmert, Terry Dwyer & Anne 
Burbidge, Gordon Kelsey, Bob & Yvonne 
Holbeck, Gurney & Gloria Clamp, Rick & 
Michele Taylor, Phil White, Neville Funch, 
Martin & Narelle Adamson, Tom & Janelle 
Coe, Laurie Chetter & Beth Dunlop, John 
Rowe, Ian Carleton, Daryl & Joy Penridge 
and Paul & Clare Lynam.

Regard, Gary Kunst Coordinator – Capricorn 
Chapter, MGCCQ

RUN REPORT – Christmas Party 6th 
December 2019

Well, this is my last report for the year. 
What a great night we had celebrating 
Christmas and the events and memories 
that we enjoyed during the year. There were 
40 people in attendance at the Capricorn 

Tavern where we were treated to a great 
meal and merriment. 

As everyone arrived we were treated to 
some delicious finger food while everyone 
caught up with one another. It was great to 
see some members whom we had not seen 
for some time due to distance and other 
commitments. The photo slide show running 
in the background brought back a lot of 
memories from throughout the year and 
sparked many a conversation. 

Following my welcome address, we were 
treated to an alternate drop main course 
which was enjoyed by all. While waiting 
for dessert, the secret Santa gifts were 
distributed and opened with much laughter 
and surprise. It’s amazing what gifts can be 
found for a mere $5 if one tries. Then more 
food as dessert was served. Once again, it 
was very delicious.  

Our next activity was to present awards 
to Club members who were involved in a 
memorable moment during the year. While 
photos of the particular moments were 
displayed on the screen, I had the pleasure 
of making light hearted commentary and 
handing out laminated certificates and 
some relevant and humorous gifts to the 
recipients. A number of the memorable 
moments qualified for judging in the annual 
Broken MG award which was won by John 
Rowe who featured three times in the 
presentation. 
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2 Trade Street
Ormiston  Q 4160

British Car Specialist & Rover T4 Diagnostics

Mal Ryan Ph: 0419 741 223  -  mspa.com@optusnet.com.au  -  Capalaba, Brisbane.  
Check out our website:  www.octopusgrip.com to find a distributor close to you.
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 January 	 	

Sun 12 Jan	 BUN 	 New Year Breakfast & Run (Eric & Janelle)

	 WHI 	 (South Region) Covered in Chrome (R. Collier)

Fri 17 Jan	 MGCCQ	 Clubrooms reopen for first Noggin ‘n’ natter for 2020

Wed 22 Jan	 DDC 	 Twilight Run (Glen Hadfield 0430055192)

Thu 23 Jan		  GEAR day at Lakeside

February 

Sat 1 Feb	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee

Sun 2 Feb	 BUN 	 Bargara Golf Club (Judy)

Fri 7 Feb	 CAP	 Friday Feast - details to follow

	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ natter

Sat 8 Feb     	 MGCCQ	 Come and try/Test and tune at Mt Cotton hillclimb

Sat 15 Feb   		   Annual dinner and presentation of trophies at Normanby Hotel

Sun 9 Feb	 WHI 	 (South Region) Covered in Chrome (R. Collier)

Wed 12 Feb   	 DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Sun 16 Feb    	 BUN 	 Noggin & natter (Steve & Tracy Gable)

Fri 21 Feb      	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ natter  

Sat/Sun 21/22 	 HRCC 	 TTT weekend

Sun 23 Feb     CAP	  Breakfast at Beaches

	 DDC 	 Monthly Run(TBA)

Sun 23 Feb     MGCCQ	 Come and try motorkhana and khanacross (CP)

Wed 26 Feb    MGCCQ	 Midweek run with optional overnight stay

Thu 27 Feb     		 GEAR day at Qld Raceway

Sat 29 Feb      MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 1 (CP)

March 

Sat 29 	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 1 (CP)  

Sun 1 Mar       	MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 1 (CP)

Fri 6 Mar	 CAP	 Friday dinner

	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

MGCCQ 2020 Calendar
Affiliated with the Confederation of Australian Motorsports

GPO 1847, Brisbane Q 4001                                          

The following abbreviations are used for Chapter names: 
CAP = Capricorn; FNQ = Far North Qld; DDC = Darling Downs; WBC = Wide Bay; WHI = Whitsundays BUN = Bundaberg & District
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 Sat 7 Mar        BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee

Sun 8 Mar        BUN 	 Dooley Park  (Jacqui & Ray)

	 MGCCQ	 Interclub motorkhana at the Sleeman Centre (CP)

	 WHI 	 Covered in Chrome (R Collier)

Wed 11 Mar    DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Fri 20 Mar   	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sun 22 Mar 	 CAP	 Crocodilian adventure

Wed 25 Mar	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run

Thu 26 Mar 		  GEAR day at Lakeside

Fri 27 - Sun 29 Mar		  Motorsport Australia Championship Races Rd 1 at Morgan Park (CP)

Sun 29 Mar	 BUN 	 Agnes Waters (Jacqui & Ray)

	 DDC 	 Monthly Run  (Gene & Faye Lucas)

April 

Fri 3 Apr  	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ natter

Sat 4 Apr 	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee (All)

	 CAP	 Bonfire at the Galloway

Wed 8 Apr	 DDC Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Sat 11 Apr	 BUN 	 Bargara Fish & Chips (Alan Dansie)

Sun 12 Apr	 WHI 	 Covered in Chrome (R. Collier)

Fri 17 Apr	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

18/19 Apr	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 2 (CP)

Sun 19 Apr	 BUN 	 Arkarra Gardens  (Robyn & David Seaton)

	 CAP	 Byfield run

	 MGCCQ	 Motorkhana/khanacross (to be confirmed) (CP)

Wed 22 Apr	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run organised by Trevor and Joy Jones

Sun 26 Apr	 DDC 	 Monthly Run (Glen & Liz McKone)

Thu 30 Apr		  GEAR day at Qld Raceway

May 

2 May	 CAP	 Sail Away

2/3 May	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb Series Rd 3 (CP)

	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sat 2 May	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee (All)

Mon 4 May	 BUN 	 Mingo Cross

	 WHI 	 Covered in Chrome

	 DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

 9/10         	      	 Autumn races at Morgan Park

Sun 10 	 CAP	 Terry’s tour
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 		 	 WHI 	 Covered in Chrome (R Collier)

Wed 13 May	 DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Fri 15 May	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sun 17 May	 CAP	 Ross Creek sizzle

Sun 24 May	 BUN 	 Noggin & Natter (Ian & Tracy Innes)

Sun 17 May	 MGCCQ	 Motorkhana/khanacross  (CP)

		  MacLeans Bridge display at Belmont Rifle Range - date to be confirmed (SP)

Wed 27 May	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run organised by Bruce Bayliss

Thu 28 May	 BUN 	 Bundaberg Show (Eric & Janelle)

		  GEAR day at Lakeside

 29 -31 May	 MGCCQ	 Qld Hillclimb Championships

Sun 31 May	  DDC 	 Monthly Run  (Owen & Kay Douglas)

June 

Fri 5 Jun	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ natter

Fri 5 Jun	 CAP	 Kinky Kinka Katchup

Sat 6 Sun 7	  	 Motorsport Australia State Championship races Rd 2 at Morgan Park (CP)

Sat 6 Jun	  BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee (All)

Wed 10 Jun       DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Sat 13 Jun         BUN 	 Gin Gin Markets (Ian & Tracy)

Sun 14 Jun        HRCC	 Noosa Winter Hillclimb

Sun 14 Jun	  WHI 	 Covered in Chrome (R. Collier)

Fri 19 Jun         MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sun 21 Jun	  CAP	 On top of Ol’ Smokey

	 MGCCQ	 Motorkhana and khanacross (to be confirmed) (CP)

Wed 24 Jun	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run organised by Errol Hoger

Thu 25 Jun      		 GEAR day at Qld Raceway

Sun 28 Jun      BUN Mt Perry (Dave & Jenny)

	 DDC Monthly Run (Rob & Narelle Fraser)

July 

Fri 3 Jul	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sat 4 Jul	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee

Sat 4/Sun 5	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 3 (CP)

Sun 4	 CAP	 Pooch and partners

Wed 8 Jul	 DDC 	 Lunch Run  (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien

Sun 12 Jul	 CAP	 Gold Rush Hil

Sun 12 Jul	 HRCC	 Historic Queensland

Sun 12 Jul		  RACQ Motorfest - Date to be confirmed (SP)
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 Fri 17 Jul	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sun 19 Jul	 CAP	 The British are coming

	 DDC 	 Monthly Run - Jumpers & Jazz Warwick (Greg Newey)

Wed 22 Jul	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run with optional o/n stay in Warwick organised by Neil Taylor

Thu 23 Jul             	 GEAR day at Lakeside

25/26 Ju	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 4 (CP)

Sun 26 Jul	 MGCCQ	 Motorkhana/Khanacross - to be confirmed (CP)

August 

Sat 1 Aug	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee(All)

Sun 2 Aug	 CAP	 Byfield Bash

	 MGCCQ	 Geary Sports car concours and Club display at TradeCoast Heritage Park (CP)

Fri 7 Aug	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Wed 12 Aug	 DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Sun 16 Aug	 CAP	 Progressive foodie

Fri 21 Aug	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

 22/23 Aug	 MGCCQ	 Mt Cotton Hillclimb series Rd 5

Wed 26 Aug	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run organised by Alex Cairney

Thu 27 Aug                 	 GEAR day at Qld Raceway

28 - 30 Aug		  Motorsport Australia State Championship Races Rd 3 at Morgan Park(CP)

Sun 30 Aug	 DDC 	 Monthly Run  (Ron & Judy Gillis)

		  A day in the country 

September 

Fri 4 Sep	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ natter

Sat 5 Sep	 BUN 	 Cars Crumbs & Coffee (All)

Sat 5 Sep	 CAP	 Dad’s Day Eve run

Wed 9 Sep	  DDC 	 Lunch Run (Marilyn & Phil O’Brien)

Sun 13 Sep	 MGCCQ	 Motorkhana/Khanacross - to be confirmed; date may change to 20 Sept

Fri 18 Sep	 MGCCQ	 Annual General Meeting and Noggin ‘n’ Natter

19/20 Sep	 CAP	 Fun on the farm

Wed 23 Sep	 MGCCQ	 Midweek run organised by Barry Lutwyche

Thu 24 Sep	           	 GEAR day at Lakeside

Sat 26 Sep	           	 Motorsport Australia Club Challenge Hillclimb

Sun 27 Sep	 DDC 	 Monthly Run (Marilyn & Michael Keating)

October 

Fri 2 Oct	 MGCCQ	 Noggin ‘n’ Natter

Sun 4 Oct	 CAP	 Archer to the Caves sprint with Interclub hillclimb

Sun 11 Oct		  MG Car Club 90th birthday - details of celebration to come
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Anne Burbidge, Bob Holbeck, Gurney 
& Gloria Clamp, Rick & Michele Taylor, 
Phil & Pam White, Neville Funch, Martin 
& Narelle Adamson, Tom & Janelle Coe, 
Laurie Chetter & Beth Dunlop, Daryl & Joy 
Penridge,  Paul & Clare Lynam, Brian & 
Glenis Russell from Biloela, Phil & Margaret 
Henry, Robbie & Gary Galloway, Katie 
Emmert, Trevor Anderson & Glenys Benson, 
Pat & Stephanie Sullivan, and our special 
guest Margaret Thomason. 

Regards, Gary Kunst, Coordinator – 
Capricorn Chapter, MGCCQ

Next, it was time for voting for the Janelle 
Thomason Memorial Trophy for club person 
of the year. It was great to have Janelle’s 
mother Margaret as a guest for the evening 
and to present the award which was won by 
Jo Emmert. Congratulations, Jo, you are a 
worthy recipient. 

Also included in the night’s entertainment 
were heaps of lucky spot and lucky door 
raffle prizes arranged by Jo, Katie and 
Clare. Thanks ladies for your efforts. 

The new committee for 2020 was 
announced with myself remaining as 
coordinator, Jim Armstrong as assistant 
coordinator, and Jo Emmert and Clare 
Lynam as committee members. I would 
like to thank Phil Henry for all of his help 
as assistant coordinator this year. Phil 
is heavily involved in other volunteer 
community work and decided to take a 
break if someone else was prepared to fill 
his spot on the committee. Thanks again 
Phil and welcome Clare to the committee. 

All in all, it was a great night of fun and 
celebration of another successful year for 
the Capricorn Chapter. During the year we 
had 29 organised events with an average 
of 19 people in attendance. We had three 
away trips involving one or more overnight 
stays. This included our seven day Three 
Rivers Tour, a trip to Agnes Water, and an 
overnight stay at the Myella Farm Stay near 
Baralaba.  

Attendees on the night were: 

Gary & Julie Kunst, Jim & Sandra 
Armstrong,  Ian Wilhelmsen, Ian & Judy 
Hamilton, Jo Emmert, Terry Dwyer & 



The Octagon - January 202034



The Octagon - January 2020 35



The Octagon - January 202036

CHAPTER Chatter
DARLING DOWNS CHAPTER

Well, that was quick.  Another year gone, 
and as we reflect on all the good times 
had with friends and cars in 2019, we look 
forward to an even better one in 2020, 
catching up with old acquaintances and 
making new ones.  The year would not have 
been as enjoyable without the participation 
of members and special thanks must go 
to those who organised lunches, runs and 
attendance at other events.

Wrapping up the year, we had just the two 
events in November, our Wednesday lunch 
organised by Marilyn O’Brien (who did a 
wonderful job organising these all year), and 
our final Monthly run organised by Brian and 
June Phillips, reports below.

Wednesday 13th November – Lunch Run

November’s lunch saw nine members 
catch up at the Blue Mountain Hotel in 
Toowoomba for an enjoyable meal with a 
view, along with the usual catch up as we 
head towards the end of the year.  Although 
Marilyn and Phil O’Brien couldn’t attend 
the last lunch of the year, everyone was 
very thankful for their work in coordinating 
a wide range of venues throughout 2019.  
Participants this time around were:  Helen 
Goodfellow (Corolla), Rob Fraser (MGB), 
Janis Lawrence (MX5), Ron & Judy Gillis 
(MGB), June & Brian Phillips (VW UP), 
Denis & Imelda Logan (Audi).

Sunday 24th November – Monthly Run

The best laid Plans of mice and MG Drivers

Your turn to organise a pleasant run in the 
country side.

OK, I am up for that. How about a run 
through our northern side of town.  ”Great”.  

We will travel through some lovely scenic 
nature reserves and rolling hills past some 
romantic (“escape to the country, room for a 
pony” type) scenes.  Little lazy farms nestled 
in the hills.  OK – done.

We set our sights on a little quirky eating 
place at Cabarlah “Colours of San Chris” 
and  then to travel north through the 
bushland of Hampton, on to Crows Nest,  
back through Hayden, Goombungee and 
back to Highfields for morning tea.

Done.  The route was surveyed.  The 
country seemed a bit dry.  The “escape to 
the country look” sort of faded as we passed 
through some very dehydrated farms.  We 
soldiered on.  We will not let this drought 
dampen our spirits.

Then the bush fire rapidly changed our 
direction.

Plan “B” was called upon, which consisted 
of a shorter route not passing through 
Crows Nest, which had been placed on high 
alert as the bush fire approached.

We surveyed the new route and found very 
good MG type roads meandering through 
the parched country side, the dream of 
“escape to the country” now fading fast.  
The route through Hampton seemed more 
appropriate in the circumstances, as we 
bypass Crows Nest.

Emergency Warning “Leave now” as the 
wind changed to the east and the fire 
threatened the small hamlet of Hampton.

Plan “C” - Drive to Cabarlah and have 
Breakfast, a short drive through the country 
side and back to Highfields for morning tea.   
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Ok, that is the best we can do under the 
circumstances.

Bush fire emergency eased - road through 
Hampton open. Back to plan “B”.

Come the day, twelve MGs and one E 
Type Jag turned out for a most enjoyable 
run. The sun was shining, the temperature 
cool.  Breakfast was great, the cars looked 
stunning and the company was grand.

Off we go.   Up through Hampton, past the 
scorched trees which marked the origin of 
the inferno, down through Goombungee 
and head back to Highfields before the sun 
climbed too high in the sky.

Smoke coming out of the back of my car 
indicated a problem and the lack of power 
told me it was time to stop. My brakes 
were jammed on and would not release.  
Out of respect to a poor injured vehicle 

the whole convoy stopped.  The problem 
diagnosed. The solution: “trailer job”.  The 
convoy proceeded to the destination, while 
I sourced a trailer and arrived home just as 
everyone was saying thanks for a great run 
and morning tea.    Great to meet up again 
with Tony and Leigh.  Looking forward to 
seeing you back in your MG again.

We drive ‘em, We bust ‘em, We fix ‘em.

Participants on the day were:  Rob and 
Narelle Fraser (MGBGT), Gary Lawrence 
(MGB x 2), Glen and Liz McKone (MGB), 
Rob and Ferne Callow (MGF), Helen 
Goodfellow and Sherryl Carlson (MGTF), 
Kay and Owen Douglas (MGB), Cheryl 
and Frank Francis (MGB), Ian and Jenny 
Roberts (MGB), Mike and Marilyn Keating 
(E Type Jaguar), Glen and Bev Hadfield 
(MGB), Ron and Judy Gillis (MGB), Denis 
and Imelda Logan (MGB), Brian and June 
Phillips (MGTF1500).
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CHAPTER Chatter
FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

Saturday 14 December 2019 –  
Christmas Dinner – Paradise Palms Golf 
Club, Palm Cove 
by John and Cherie Fransen

Participants were:
John and Cherie Fransen
Dave and Val Murray
Kim and Fiona Halloran
Bob and Patty Ingram
Harvey and Kay Williams
Brendon and June Hammersley
Pauline and Graham Hepburn
Steve and Maureen Girardi
Tony Boland and Yanti
Chris and Val Millar

Unfortunately Barry Moran and Maureen 
had planned to join us but were unable to 
come.

Our end of year dinner was at Paradise 
Palms Golf Course. It is always nice to 
finish off with a Christmas get together to 
discuss the year that was, have a bit of 
festive fare, laugh and to wish each other 
well for Christmas and the New Year. 
A buffet meal was set with a few other 

separate parties going on around us too. 
Interestingly enough the DJ for the night 
has an MG too but off the road for a bit 
with some head gasket issues...... seems 
everyone has an MG story of some sort, 
haha. Here is a picture of our group for 
the night. There were a few other fun but 
dodgy pictures that we will leave to your 
imagination, tee hee.

We take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
safe and happy Christmas, and all the best 
too for the New Year, may 2020 be a great 
one. On behalf of the FNQ Chapter I know 
we are all looking forward to spending more 
time with our local group this year and also 
the other Chapters at different organised 
events, both State based and nationally. 
Thank you for the support we have received 
from our FNQ Members helping plan and 
organise events, as well as the camaraderie 
we experience each year from the Qld 
committee members and all their expanse 
of helpers too. We might be a long way 
away up here in FNQ, but we always feel 
that you are not really that far away if 
assistance is needed.  That is us for 2019, it 
was a fun year, cheers John and Cherie.

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND CHAPTER  
by Graham Hepburn

Due to an employment change for John, 
John and Cherie Fransen are unable to 
continue as coordinators for the Far North 
Queensland Chapter. They have organized 
the activities of our Chapter now for many 
years, and have done a wonderful job. 
Every month a run would be organized in 
meticulous detail, from time and place of 
departure, booking of morning tea and lunch 
venues down to a google maps printout of 
route directions for us older drivers. Thank 
you wholeheartedly John and Cherie for 
time you have put in to making this a strong 
and happy chapter of like-minded car nuts 

incorporating Winter Consulting &
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and their long suffering partners.

The holiday season has meant that our 
cars have not been out together, but we 
did enjoy a sumptuous Christmas Party at 
Paradise Palms. We even had music via a 
D.J. who drives an early Jaguar, and was 
on for a chat about his previous drives. The 
world class Paradise Palms Golf Course 

has recently closed and looks like going 
under housing and caravan parks, a real 
loss to golf tragics. Members thanked John 
and Cherie for all their work for our Chapter.

The photo is of an MG 1100 taken at 
Innisfail during the Tour de Cassowary 
recently. The group photo was taken at the 
Chapter Christmas party.

Attending were: 
John and Cherie Fransen
Dave and Val Murray
Kim and Fiona Halloran
Bob and Patty Ingram  
Harvey and Kay Williams
Brendon and June Hammersley
Pauline and Graham Hepburn
Steve and Maureen Girardi
Tony Bolland and Yanti
Chris and Val Millar.
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Rebirth of the T type Register -- The participants and their cars are pictured 
at Fernvale, the lunch stop on the inaugural run of the Register. 
(Full report inside)
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WIDE BAY CHAPTER

20th October 2019 - Cooroy Car Show - 
Story and Photos by Delia Rayment

It was a good day all round and many 
thanks to the ones that attended. 

Wayne’s trophy was for the 50s 
Modified. Tony Wellington - the Noosa 
Shire’s Mayor - was giving out the trophies. 
Wayne hadn’t come up when his name was 
called and so I yelled out for him. He came 
running over, hitching up his pants, when the 
Mayor yelled out “Hang onto those pants!”

We all had a lovely relaxing time with like-
minded people and the weather was kind. 
People however did start to leave about 
lunch time as it did become very hot. They 
had 100’s of cars there too and the ladies 
provided tea and scones (etc) served on 
white tablecloths on the verandah of their 
club rooms which overlooked the show site. 
I told them that it was very nice and convivial 
and much appreciated.

Wednesday the 6th of November 2019 
Report by David & Lyn :  Photos by Lyn & 
Kevin Sly

The Wide Bay Chapter had an enthusiastic 
group of MG enthusiasts assembled at 
our Information Centre Hervey Bay all 
looking forward to a nice run. Keven has 

been looking around for over 12 months for 
that Special MG and guess what! He has 
found it and he can’t stop smiling! He has 
managed to buy the lovely MGC from Ellen 
Wilson it was Ken’s pride and joy I think the 
Triple SU Carbys were the highlight of the 
Show and Tell episode going on at the start 
of our run.

With Rod and Leonie just back from their 
overseas trip it was lovely to have them 
on our run today and bringing Leonie’s 
Beautiful Award Winning Red MGB which 
has lovely Beige trim. Great to see it out 
today for all of us to enjoy .

We took a nice run in the countryside taking 
in Toogoom and Torbanlea areas finishing 
up at the Naughty Coffee and Naughty Food 
Cafe in Howard. More members awaited us 
there and a fine feast was served to all with 

CHAPTER Chatter
NOTE  – All reports including every photo for each event for the very active Wide Bay Chapter can be read and viewed on the Wide Bay 
Chapter’s Facebook page – MG Car Club of Qld – Wide Bay Chapter. 
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a very nice atmosphere I am sure everyone 
enjoyed the day out as usual we all stood 
around chatting and enjoying every one’s 
company.

Friday 15th November 2019 was the 
Hervey Bay Special School’s Graduation 

The Wide Bay Chapter, being a charitable 
lot of good hearted people, offered cars to 
the Graduating Students so that they could 
arrive in style at the Red Carpet for their end 
of school Graduation. 

We love helping these children and thanks 
go to Rod Freund  with his beautiful blue 
Ferrari, to Paul Overton and his equally nice 
Maroon MGB Roadster, to John Nash and 
his LHD immaculate Austin Healey Bug 
Eyed Sprite, also to Keven Sly in his newly 
acquired white MGC Roadster, Rodger 

Wilson and his golden oldie MGB Roadster 
and finally David in the red MGB Roadster.

The children had a great time getting to the 
formal and many thanks were given to all 
our members who assisted them to have a 
very memorable night.

A nice CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 
was given to our Chapter for the 
participation in assisting the graduating 
students some of whom Lyn and I have 
watched grow up into fine young citizens of 
Hervey Bay. Most of them are leaving school 
with Jobs to go to so great credit to the 
teachers at this very special school.

Sunday 17th November

The Wide Bay Chapter started the day at 
Brendan Hansen Park in Maryborough. After 
a nice chat we all made our way to Poona 
Park by the sea where we enjoyed our BYO 
morning tea. Lots of conversation and tea/
coffee drinking was had as many residents 
from the nearby caravan park came to 
inspect our beautiful classic cars.

We departed Poona at around 11am to head 
to our lunch destination which was Silky Oak 
Tea Gardens near Gympie. Shortly after 
we arrived, Rod received word that David 
and Lyn had broken down and would be a 
bit late as waiting for the RACQ. We then 
got word that the young RACQ guy had no 
idea what an MG was and had to call the 
tow truck. So alas, David and Lyn would not 
make lunch.

It was very nice to see our southern 
Members join us on this occasion they 
boosted our numbers with their company at 
the Tea Gardens and we hope to see them 
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more often.

We bravely soldiered on without our intrepid 
leaders and had a really enjoyable lunch. It’s 
a great place to visit for a meal if you’re ever 
out that way. We all decided to leave early 
as word of a hail storm on the Sunshine 
Coast was heading our way. On the way 
home, we came across the breakdown kids 
and pulled in to offer them a cold drink and 
wait with them till the tow truck arrived.

The funniest part of all, was that they were 
in their new modern MG and not one of their 
classic’s. Which proves you can’t beat an 
oldie and a goody.

A great day was had by all - Loraine Wilson, 
Roving reporter

Wednesday 4th December 

We met at the Information Centre Hervey 
Bay with a great group of members all ready 
for a nice day out.

All of a sudden this ROAR of a finely tuned 
piece of machinery was there right in front of 
us. A Pre First World War Motor Bike a King 
Dick made in Abingdon UK  with its loving 

owner our member Stuart Freeman. Stuart 
couldn’t come on the run today; however, 
it was nice for him to show us this beautiful 
piece of British engineering to enjoy

We were very pleased to welcomed Peter 
and Renate back from Austria where they 
always spend our winter and also Rod and 
Leonie back from Europe. It’s always good 
to get our members back safely from their 
travels.

It was also a big day for Rodger who 
celebrated his 70th, and so we all sang 
Happy Birthday to him so that he could be 
nice and embarrassed.

Leaving Maryborough, we decided to have 
a drive down to Teddington Weir, although 
somehow, we all got separated and going in 
different directions. Thanks Kev. Ha ha.

We finally all made it to The Westside 
Tavern where we enjoyed a lovely meal 
together and a very cold beer. It was an 
exceptionally hot day so the beer went down 
well in the octagon gazebo.

Loraine Wilson - Roving Reporter; photos by 
Peter Dore
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Sunday 8th December  

The Wide Bay Chapter’s Christmas party 
was attended by over 50 members. There 
was a beautiful buffet lunch of ham, chicken 
and an array of salads, followed by desert 
all donated by our hard working ladies. Dilys 
once again iced a beautiful Christmas cake 
with a Blue MG TC on it made with love 
especially for us. 

Dianne assisted in giving out our Secret 
Santa presents with some great gifts going 
out to everyone.  Also we had many raffles 
with prizes donated by the members. 
Christmas Carols were played by Ron and 
everyone had a song sheet so there was no 
excuse for not singing along.  Everyone had 
a great time!

David and Lyn were presented with a 
Christmas card and gift to thank them for all 
the hard work they do throughout the year. If 
it wasn’t for these two amazing people, the 
Chapter would not exist.

A big thanks to all the members for donating 
food for the day and a special thanks should 
go to KEVEN for donating the ham and 
carving it so nicely and all for supporting our 
great club.

There are two more runs for the year where 
we will get together for a twilight 
run on Sunday 15th then 
stopping for Fish n Chips at 
Urangan Pier and on the 22nd 
there will be a trip to Childers 
and the Paragon Theatre.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
everyone. 

Loraine Wilson - Roving Reporter and 
Photographer

Sunday 15th December Twilight Run for 
2019

We met at the Hervey Bay Information 
Centre where we set off for a short 
drive down our beautiful Esplanade the 
destination being the Urangan Pier Park 
under the big fig tree.

All sat around in a big circle enjoying a 
picnic tea and having a great time together. 
Some bought fish n chips, the rest had 
brought their own with them. It was a small 
group as a lot of members have already 
gone away for the holidays; however, we still 
had a great time together.

We have had a great year and enjoyed 
many fun runs and looking forward to see 
what 2020 brings.   Again a huge thank you 
to David and Lyn for all their hard work.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and 
we’ll be meeting up again on Australia Day 
for our Birthday and first get together for 
2020

Report by Roving Reporter, Loraine Wilson  

Sunday 22nd December 

Wide Bay Chapter had our Last run for the 
year to the Paragon Theatre Childers .

We got to see the Classic Movie ‘Miracle on 

34th Street’ which brought back memories 
of times gone by of Popcorn and Jaffas, 
Sling Back Chairs and real old fashioned 
atmosphere! After the Movie we made a trip 
across the road to Jeff’s Bar and Grill for a 
nice lunch which was enjoyed by all.

Thanks to Sylvia and Trevor for organising 
this run a little close to Christmas which 
meant some members were away; however, 
13 members and Sylvia’s lovely mother in 
her wheel chair and also her granddaughter 
boosted our numbers and all had a great 
time. 

All wished each other a great Christmas 
and we headed for a family get together 
in Mackay in our Motor home and others 
headed for home hopefully via Mamminos 
Ice Cream shop to get in the spirit of 
Christmas.
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WHITSUNDAYS CHAPTER

Whitsunday Chapter (South Region) 
Report 8th December 2019 

“Covered in Chrome” Mackay Harbour 
and social run up the Pioneer Valley to 
Pinnacle Hotel – by Richard Collier 

Well above average temperatures forecast 
and reported, restricted visibility and dry 
hot northerly winds, not exactly hood down 
motoring conditions. However, as it is often 
said, ‘there is always someone else who is 
worse off than yourself’. With this front of 
mind, Chapter members were canvassed 
regards their planned attendance at the 
scheduled “Covered in Chrome” and social 
run up the valley. On the day, humid hot 
conditions presented themselves along with 
a breeze from the north and the forecast for 
hotter conditions developing throughout the 
morning. Six cars participated in “Covered 
in Chrome” and the planned social run. 
Attendees included Jim & Lorna Forest 
(MG F); John & Sue Evetts (MG B GT); 
Col & Fay Robinson (MG Y); Ian & Eileen 
Hall (Cobra); Rod Pacey (Porsche 911) and 
Richard & Lynn Collier (MGA MKII) with 
apologies from three.

Bob Evetts also provided his support on 

the day, his car (orange MG B roadster) 
was recently driven to Melbourne for use 
during upcoming family holidays. Overall 
total car numbers were down on previous 
months yet there were a couple of cars 
making appearance not previously seen. 
The group decided to disperse around 0830 
hrs but not before agreeing to meet at the 
Mount Pleasant KFC carpark for a 0915 hrs 
departure for Pinnacle Hotel, 54km west of 
Mackay. The run up the valley past freshly 
planted sugar cane paddocks saw us pass 
by Farleigh, Pleystowe, Marian, Mirani and 
Gargett to the Pinnacle Hotel. The journey 
was uneventful, with the MGA setting the 
pace and the Porsche managing the rear. 
Despite the forecast weather, there were 
high traffic movements encountered at 
times. 

Upon arrival at Pinnacle Hotel, our planned 
destination, the cars were parked, making 
use of any available shade and a beer 
garden extended table selected which 
facilitated small group conversations. Orders 
were placed for cold drinks along with the 
renowned Pinnacle Pie and/or Pizza. The 
table service was quick, and the food was 
very well received. After a couple of hours 
of “natter and chatter” with a wide range of 
topics opened for discussion and with the 
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CHAPTER Chatter
outside temperatures on the rise as forecast, 
members began to disperse and go their 
separate ways. Judging by the feedback 
from attendees, a good time was had by 
all and ideas generated for future Chapter 
outings. With many Chapter members 
planning to be away over the Christmas/
New Year period, January activities will be 
monitored.

Whitsunday Chapter (South Region) 

10th November 2019 – Covered in 
Chrome and visit to Hay Point Coal 
Terminal Lookout. Compiled by Richard 
Collier 

The second Sunday of the month sees 
Chapter members dust off the car covers 
and prepare to make their way to the 
Mackay Harbour Marina Precinct to display 
their cars as part of a larger group of car 
and bike enthusiasts under the banner 
of “Covered in Chrome”. A beautiful day 
dawned with no rain forecast, a few 
scattered clouds, a brisk sea breeze and 
reduced visibility due to smoke haze from 
bushfires. Cars of all shapes and sizes were 
on display, ranging from an ex US Army 
Hummer to a Zephyr sedan and all cars 
in between. Whilst many of the cars are 
regularly displayed, there always seems to 
be new cars turning up, some rarely seen in 
public. MGs on display included John Evett’s 
MGBGT; Bob Evett’s MGB; Roger Green 
- MGV8 Rover; Col Robinson - MG ZB 
and Richard Collier - MGA MKII Roadster. 
Apologies were received from Jim and Lorna 
Forrest (MGY) and Fay Murphy (MGY). 

Chapter members displayed their cars 
from 0730 to 0830 hours, during which 
time they made themselves available to 
answer questions and queries from the 
public. At 0830 hours it was time for “ladies 
and gentlemen start your engines”, with the 
group leaving “Covered in Chrome” and 
making their way back to the city centre 
before heading south along the Bruce 
Highway towards Sarina. One soon realises 
how low one sits in the MG, when you pull 
up at the lights and eyeball the wheel huts 
on the semi-trailer pulled up alongside you. 
After battling the Bruce Highway traffic and 

the select precious few “semi princesses” 
who try so hard to intimidate by tailgating 
even at the legal speed limit , it was time 
to leave the Bruce Highway and turn onto 
the Hay Point Coal Terminal access road 
and “leave our troubles all behind us”. 
Arriving at the public viewing lookout, there 
was plenty of car parks and the immediate 
area was clean and tidy. Whilst at the coal 
terminal lookout, we watched the arrival 
and departure of the vessel pilot transfer 
helicopter and observed ship movements as 
one coal vessel arrived and one departed. 
Returning to the carpark, we were met by an 
employee from the port control room which 
is located above the public lookout seeking 
information on the cars. The group then 
departed for the Hay Point Hotel for morning 
tea/brunch. The original booking was for a 
table inside in the air conditioning however 
an outside table was sought which was in 
the shade, exposed to the sea breeze and 
provided viewing of operations in tugboat 
harbour. The table service was good, the 
food and drinks good and conversations 
entered into by rally participants. Time 
marched on and with signs of tables being 
set for lunch, it was time to pack up and go 
our separate ways. A learning for the day 
-  be mindful when parking in areas where 
fishermen congregate as a fishhook was 
discovered adjacent to the front right steer 
tyre in the bitumen carpark. Overall, a good 
time was had by all and it was agreed by 
consensus that the December outing would 
be to the Pinnacle Hotel, weather permitting.
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QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 4/5 JUNE
On track photos are by Steve Johns; 
presentation of trophies are by Brad Stratton

2016 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Ace Reporter

Weather played a role on Friday with rain 
resulting in very few taking up the offer 
of additional practice. Rain on Saturday 
saw only the adventurous come out to 
try the conditions. This rain washed any 
rubber from the track surface and even 
though Sunday gave a brilliant winter day 
the track surface was a dry yet cold track 
surface so the possibility of record times 
looked uncertain. The entry attracted 
Malcolm Oastler current Australian, New 
South Wales and Queensland champion 
in his OMS 28 again with the Hayabusa 
turbocharged engine.

DA and BJ COTTON SPONSORED 
CLASSES

First class of each run was for the Holden 
HQ group which was won by Anthony Toft 
with a best run of 56.01 seconds. Barry 
Smith (Ford V8 Special) took the Group K 
(Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 1931 to 
1940) with a 61.64 run from John Anderson 
(Woltri, 63.87). Production Touring Cars 
(1958 to 1972) Group N up to 2000 cc 
went to Ken Freeburn (again down from 
Cairns for the championships) with a 53.70 
time from Paul Shergold (54.35) both 
driving Ford Cortina models. Noel Wicks 
won the over 2 litre class in his Holden 
Torana GTR XU1 (50.91 sec). Fred Sayers 
took the Group O for Sports Sedans 
(Historic Racing and Sports Racing cars 
1966 to 1969) in the ex Don Holland 
lightweight Morris Cooper S in 52.03 sec 
whilst Steve Purdy Group S (Production 
Sports Cars 1941 to 1977) MG Midget 
49.87 sec. Roy Davis took the Group T 

Competition Corner
(Production Sports Cars with a Competition 
History 1941 to 1981) in his Triumph GT6 
running a 49.13 time with the Group U class 
(Sport Sedans up to 1985) going to Chris 
Johns in his Ford Escort with a best run of 
47.54 seconds.

CARRIC ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS SPONSORED CLASSES

The All Wheel Drive Forced Induction 
class went to the multiple Queensland 
Motorkhana Champion, Noel Caplet, in 
the Subaru Liberty turbo with a best run 
of 48.21 seconds and Derek Grant in his 
Subaru Liberty turbo GT with a 57.79 time. 
Mark Pryor was quickest of the Hyundai 
Excel X3 Series cars with a 51.85 run which 
was only 0.08 sec outside the class record 
with Bradley Smith (53.68) and Tony Walsh 
(55.35).

BRAD KIMBERLEY CARS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

The smaller engine capacity class in 
Improved Production cars was won by 
Grant Liddell (Datsun 1200 Coupe, 52.74) 
from Karl Reinke (Hyundai Excel, 61.28) 
slightly ahead of Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
Excel, 61.63 seconds). Dave Sidery (VW 
Beetle, 50.61) finished ahead of Karlie 
Buccini (Proton Satria, 50.76) in the 1601 
to 2000 cc class whilst the 2001 to 3000 cc 
class saw a tussle between Ken Graham 
(Datsun 1600 SSS,45.93) and Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS, 46.33) with 
Troy McGrogan (Mitsubishi Lancer, 48.45) 
and Martin Egglesfield (Ford Fiesta ST 
turbo, 49.41) completing the class. Ken was 
quickest over the first 2 runs until Pauline 
grabbed the lead with a 46.33 run to hold 
this position until the fifth and final climb 
with Ken recorded the winning run with a 
45.93 time. Paul Buccini took the over 3 litre 
capacity class with a run of 47.13 secs in 
his BMW 135i from the Holden Commodore 
of Noel Preston (51.27 seconds).

Carric Accounting & Business Services - Tighe Cams
2019 Mount Cotton Hillclimb Series

MG Car Club of Qld. Inc

Awards for the 2019 series
Outright

1st Geoffrey Cohen
2nd Greg Tebble
3rd Phillip Dalton

Best Racing Car Greg Tebble

Best Sports Car Geoffrey Cohen

Best Sedan Phillip Dalton

Russell Crew Memorial Trophy for the Best MG Bruce Jackson

Class Awards
All Wheel Drive Forced Induction Sebastian Black
Circuit Excel Mark Pryor
Clubman Sports Cars - up to 2000cc Brian Pettit
Formula Libre up to 1300cc James Milliner
Formula Libre 1301cc & over Warwick Hutchinson
Group K Barry Smith
Group Q - sports Geoffrey Cohen
Group R - Racing Greg Tebble
Group S Bruce Jackson
Group V David Dumolo
Improved Production up to 1600cc David Smith
Improved Production 1601 to 2000cc David Sidery
Improved Production 2001cc & over Kenneth Graham



The Octagon - January 2020 53The Octagon - July 201652

QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 4/5 JUNE
On track photos are by Steve Johns; 
presentation of trophies are by Brad Stratton

2016 EUREKA LANDSCAPES 
QUEENSLAND HILLCLIMB 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Ace Reporter

Weather played a role on Friday with rain 
resulting in very few taking up the offer 
of additional practice. Rain on Saturday 
saw only the adventurous come out to 
try the conditions. This rain washed any 
rubber from the track surface and even 
though Sunday gave a brilliant winter day 
the track surface was a dry yet cold track 
surface so the possibility of record times 
looked uncertain. The entry attracted 
Malcolm Oastler current Australian, New 
South Wales and Queensland champion 
in his OMS 28 again with the Hayabusa 
turbocharged engine.

DA and BJ COTTON SPONSORED 
CLASSES

First class of each run was for the Holden 
HQ group which was won by Anthony Toft 
with a best run of 56.01 seconds. Barry 
Smith (Ford V8 Special) took the Group K 
(Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 1931 to 
1940) with a 61.64 run from John Anderson 
(Woltri, 63.87). Production Touring Cars 
(1958 to 1972) Group N up to 2000 cc 
went to Ken Freeburn (again down from 
Cairns for the championships) with a 53.70 
time from Paul Shergold (54.35) both 
driving Ford Cortina models. Noel Wicks 
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Johns in his Ford Escort with a best run of 
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The All Wheel Drive Forced Induction 
class went to the multiple Queensland 
Motorkhana Champion, Noel Caplet, in 
the Subaru Liberty turbo with a best run 
of 48.21 seconds and Derek Grant in his 
Subaru Liberty turbo GT with a 57.79 time. 
Mark Pryor was quickest of the Hyundai 
Excel X3 Series cars with a 51.85 run which 
was only 0.08 sec outside the class record 
with Bradley Smith (53.68) and Tony Walsh 
(55.35).

BRAD KIMBERLEY CARS SPONSORED 
CLASSES

The smaller engine capacity class in 
Improved Production cars was won by 
Grant Liddell (Datsun 1200 Coupe, 52.74) 
from Karl Reinke (Hyundai Excel, 61.28) 
slightly ahead of Jo Reinke (Hyundai 
Excel, 61.63 seconds). Dave Sidery (VW 
Beetle, 50.61) finished ahead of Karlie 
Buccini (Proton Satria, 50.76) in the 1601 
to 2000 cc class whilst the 2001 to 3000 cc 
class saw a tussle between Ken Graham 
(Datsun 1600 SSS,45.93) and Pauline 
Graham (Datsun 1600 SSS, 46.33) with 
Troy McGrogan (Mitsubishi Lancer, 48.45) 
and Martin Egglesfield (Ford Fiesta ST 
turbo, 49.41) completing the class. Ken was 
quickest over the first 2 runs until Pauline 
grabbed the lead with a 46.33 run to hold 
this position until the fifth and final climb 
with Ken recorded the winning run with a 
45.93 time. Paul Buccini took the over 3 litre 
capacity class with a run of 47.13 secs in 
his BMW 135i from the Holden Commodore 
of Noel Preston (51.27 seconds).

Modified Production Sedan Cars - up to 2000cc Noel Dore
Modified Production Sedan Cars - 2001cc & over Brendan Merrick
Production Sports Cars - up to 1600cc Ian Finglas
Production Sports Cars - 1601 to 2000cc Rod Thomas
Production Sports Cars - 2001cc & over Michael Larymore
Regularity 1st Lindsay Derriman

2nd Robert Martin
3rd Shaun Rankin

Road Registered Sedan Cars - 1601 to 2000cc Richard Marken
Road Registered Sedan Cars - 2000cc & over Matthew McGrath
Sports 1300 James Heymer
Sports Cars Open 2001cc and over Jeffrey Graham
Sports Cars Closed 2001cc and over Stephen Torpey
Sports Sedans up to 2000cc Ross Mackay

           Superkarts Stephen Edwards

Encouragement Awards
Kay Hawley award for Ladies Jo Reinke
MGCCQ award for Males Andrei Shinkarenko
MGCCQ Best Young Driver Award Jeremy Mattea

CARRIC/TIGHE CAMS HILLCLIMB 
SERIES ROUND 6 – Report by Ace 
Reporter

Final round for 2019 was held on 30 
November – 1 December where a new 
outright club record was set along with two 
class records. The 2019 Australian Hillclimb 
Championships held on 2-3 November 
on the Bathurst Mountain Straight course 
saw three of our regular competitors win 
their respective classes along with the 
second and third placed outright.These 
also competed in this final club round over 
the weekend. A hot and muggy weekend 
greeted all with a hope of some rain late on 
Sunday afternoon. On Sunday the Classic 
Speedway Association of Queensland held 
a display of their competition cars with 
memorabilia albums for all to inspect. Cars 
on display were #72 FJ Holden Saloon 
(owned by Tony Woods) Speedcars were 
#3 Grey Holden (owned by Barrie Watt), 
#45 Galant crossflow (owned by Jack 

Carter) microsprint #27 Yamaha Microsprint 
(owned by Tom Carroll), #29 microsprint 
(owned by Bob Hebert) and 2 JAP solo 
motorcycles (owned by Darryl Hayward). 

REGULARITY

After the first run the points tally was very 
tight with Shaun Rankin (MGBGT) without 
loss then Robert Martin (Mitsubishi Handi, 
loss of 1 point), Geoffrey Messer (MGB, 
down 3 points and Lindsay Derriman (Toyota 
Camry) with a tally of 4 points. Shaun 
held the top position after run 2 on minus 
2 points just ahead of Robert on minus 3 
with Geoffrey down 9 points and Lindsay 
on minus 11 points. Robert gained the 
lead after run 3 now with a loss of 4 points 
from Lindsay down 12 then Geoffrey and 
Shaun both down 13 points. These positions 
remained to the final run and the result 
was Robert on minus 7, Lindsay minus 14, 
Geoffrey minus 18 and Shaun minus 27 
points.  
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Bruce Jackson, winner of the Russell Crew Memorial 
Trophy for Best MG in the Series receiving the trophy 

from Vern Hamilton on behalf of the Crew family.

Bruce Jackson on track in his award-winning MGB GT

Greg Tebble in his Van Diemen FF2000 – winner of Best 
Racing Car

Phillip Dalton in his Honda Integra – winner of Best 
Sedan

The three outright placegetters L to R: Greg Tebble – 
second in series, winner of Best Racing Car and class 

winner of Class R – racing: Geoff Cohen – Series winner, 
winner of Best Sports Car and class winner of Class 

R – racing: Phillip Dalton – third in series, winner of Best 
Sedan and 2nd in class.

Geoff Cohen in action in his Series winning Bulant 
Clubman – winner of Best Sports Car
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Jo Reinke receives the Kay Hawley Award for Ladies 
from Kay Hawley

Jo in competition in her Hyundai Excel

Andrei Shrinkarenko receiving his trophy, an 
Encouragement Award for Males

Andrei in his Bullet Roadster

Jeremy Mattea receives the MGCCQ Award for Best 
Young Driver

Jeremy in the Hyundai Excel he sometimes shares with 
Gary Goulding
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HISTORIC GROUP

Class wins went to Barry Smith (Group 
K, Post Vintage Thoroughbred Cars and 
Australian Specials to 1949, Ford V8 
Special, 63.25 seconds), Glen Wesener 
(Group N Touring Cars to 1972, Torana GTR 
XU1, 49.56), Geoffrey Cohen (Group Q, 
Historic Racing and Sports Cars to 1977, 
Bulant Clubman Mk 7L, 46.93), Greg Tebble 
(Group R, Historic Racing and Sports Cars 
from 1978, Van Diemen FF2000, 42.77), 
Bruce Jackson (Group S, Production Sports 
Cars to 1977, MGBGT, 53.25) and David 
Dumolo (Group V, Historic Formula Vee 
Racing Cars, Venom Formula Vee, 55.88 
seconds). Barry Smith’s ever reliable Ford 
stopped on his first run due to the fuel 
pump not pumping the benzene. Once 
changed there was no spark as overnight 
investigations found water in the distributor. 
The suspect was the radiator cap which 
allowed a stream of water to aim neatly to 
the distributor. Barry persevered with the 
engine popping and banging for a couple 
of runs on Sunday the car was placed on 
the trailer. For Geoff Cohen’s third run, the 
Bulant Clubman was way off song so it was 
thought that a change of spark plugs might 
work but, on closer investigation, a small 
screw was spied just lying on the engine 
undertray (pays to keep some areas clean) 
which was to hold the auxiliary venturi 
air bleed to the front Weber carburetor in 
place. Once back in the proper position, 
regular times were produced. David Dumolo 
found the spark plugs on the right side of 
the VW engine were fouling resulting in a 
smoky engine. A change of plugs offered 
no improvement so the Venom was retired 
with some internal checking of the engine 
required over the festive season.  No such 
issues for Greg Tebble, Bruce Jackson or 
Glen Wesener. Glen had established a new 
class record for the Historic Group N (2001 
cc and over) at the 2019 Australian Hillclimb 
Championships with a 55.87 seconds run. 

SPORTS CARS

Brian Pettit won the Clubman Sports cars 
with a 45.48 second run in his Westfield 
SE clubman from Ainsley Fitzgerald (Arrow 

Clubman, 47.01), Euan McGarry (McGarry 
Motorsport Caterham R300, 48.04), Jon 
Young (Caterham Super Seven, 50.32), 
Bruce Combe (Westfield Clubman, 50.92) 
with Tracy Combe (Westfield Clubman, 
53.26 seconds). Ainsley found a front tyre 
had delaminated after his first and only 
run on Saturday so he changed the fronts 
for Sunday only to find both were had the 
same issue during the day. Euan, driving 
the Caterham for the first time, reported it 
is interesting to step up from the Hyundai 
Excel and to be some 10 seconds quicker. 
His times were a cautious 53.03 for his first 
run then 49.85, 49.55 on Saturday followed 
by 49.36, 48.20 and his fastest 48.04 on 
Sunday. Euan had co-driven with father 
Jason in the Targa Great Barrier Reef this 
year in the Lotus Exige 350S in the GT 
Sports class.  Bruce Combe and Tracy 
Combe were running their clubman for 
the first time at Mt Cotton. Their Westfield 
Clubman was in a shed in Victoria in 2012 
waiting to be assembled; however, before it 
was finished it was sold to a new owner in 
Sydney and again sat in a shed for about 12 
months. About a year ago Bruce and Tracy 
purchased the Westfield and they finished 
reassembling the car in June 2019. Although 
the clubman is essentially a road car they 
completed some minor engine modifications, 
fitted a better exhaust system, oil cooler, 
better radiator, painted the Westfield, as 
well as added the trim to the cabin area.  
This meeting was Tracy’s first time in the 
clubman whilst Bruce had competed in 
some circuit events in South Australia and 
Victoria plus at Bathurst and Collingrove 
hillclimb.

In the Production Sports Cars classes Ian 
Finglas took out the up to1600 cc class in 
his Mazda MX5 (56.60 seconds) whilst Rod 
Thomas was quickest in the 1601 to 2000 
cc class (Mazda MX5, 49.67) with Darren 
Brent (Mazda MX5, 50.45), Flavio Paggiaro 
(MGF, 51.05), Greg King (Toyota MR2, 
51.34), Phillip Rowen (Mazda MX5, 52.19), 
Peter Andrews (MGF TF, 52.52), Andrew 
Lake (MGF, 54.99) with the air conditioning 
turned up (yes, it was a hot weekend) and 
Chris Lake in his Toyota 86 with a 56.62 
second run. The over 2 litre class went to 
Michael Larymore, who also ran in the top 
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six shootout in his Toyota MR2 turbo (44.12 
seconds) from Jason McGarry (Lotus Exige 
350S, 47.98), Glen Amos (Lotus 2 Eleven 
turbo, 48.92), Paul Hibberd (Mazda RX-
8, 50.48), Paul van Wijk (Bullet Roadster, 
51.15) with Andrei Shinkarenko in his Bullet 
Roadster with a best run of 53.99 seconds. 
Jason was in the new Lotus which, in 
standard form, is powered by the V6 Toyota 
Supercharged engine in which he had 
competed in Targa Great Barrier Reef with 
son Euan co-driving. They plan to compete 
in 2020 Targa Tasmania event.

Sports Cars (Closed) up to 2000 went 
to Andrew Fletcher Hillman Imp 52.86 
from Graham Horchner (Macbusa, 55.35 
seconds). The Imp story commences 
with the vehicle being purchased from 
the wreckers in Nambour by an owner 
before the shell was acquired by Andrew’s 
father, Ian, about 20 years previous.  They 
were planning to install an Alfa 33 engine 
and gearbox; however, the weight of the 
engine was too heavy for the project to be 
a success. A lighter Toyota Corolla 4AG 
was installed and mated to the Alfa gearbox 
which is the current configuration. On 
Andrew’s last run on Saturday the Imp just 
stopped going up the first hill, the cause 
believed to be a fault somewhere in the 
wiring harness system leaving something 
to do over the Yuletide break. Steve Torpey 
(Mazda RX7, 49.72) took the over 2000 cc 
Sports Cars (Closed) class with the Sports 
Cars (Open) class won by Jeffrey Graham 
(Mazda MX5 S/c, 49.12) and Jim Heymer 
recording a personal best in the Farrell L of 
46.33 seconds to win the Sports 1300 class.

SEDAN CARS

Road Registered Sedan Cars 1601 to 2000 
class went to Christopher Balhatchet in 
his Renault Clio with a 52.16 second time 
from Shawn Sheather (Peugeot 206 GTi, 
52.93), Richard Marken (Peugeot 205 GTi, 
55.36) and Joshua McAndrew in his Toyota 
Corolla with a best run of 56.00 seconds. 
Derek Holstein was fastest in the over 2 
litre class with a 49.15 second time in his 
BMW Cooper S Supercharged followed by 
Matthew McGrath (Ford Fiesta turbo, 51.11) 
and Ray Balhatchet in his Nissan Skyline in 

52.17 seconds.

Improved Production up to 1600 cc went 
to David Smith (Honda Civic, 50.70) then 
Grahame Rumble (Volkswagen Golf, 
55.77). The 1601 to 2000 cc class was won 
by Danny Mischok (Ford Escort, 46.92) 
followed by Dave Sidery (VW Beetle, 49.51), 
Sean Wade (Nissan Pulsar, 49.89), Greg 
Ashe (Fiat 124 Special T, 52.84) and Derek 
Grant (Proton Satria GTi, 57.28 seconds). 
Danny had encountered some trouble on 
Saturday with a broken throttle cable and 
it took some time on Sunday to souce a 
new cable and fit same. Fortunately for 
Danny this did not occur at Bathurst where 
he won his class at the Australian Hillclimb 
Championships. We see that Dave Sidery 
has repainted Jezabel (the VW Beetle) a 
bluer shade of Midnight than Midnight. Ken 
Graham took the over 2 litre class with a 
best run of 46.35 in the Datsun 1600 SSS 
just ahead of Pauline Graham (Datsun 1600 
SSS with a 46.99 second time.

The Circuit Excel class went to Mark Pryor 
(51.61) with Ken McAndrew (55.62), Ross 
McAndrew (56.58), Jack Turner (56.86) and 
Jeremy Mattea (57.27).

Modified Production Sedan Cars up to 
2000 cc Phillip Dalton won the Modified 
Production Sedan Cars up to 2 litre capacity 
in his Honda Integra (47.80 seconds) with 
Greg Cameron (Hyundai Excel X3, 51.86),  
Noel Dore (VW Beetle, 54.45), Karl Reinke 
(Hyundai Excel, 58.82) and Jo Reinke 
(Hyundai Excel, 60.75). Phillip’s best time 
for this weekend was 0.68 seconds outside 
his class record of 47.12 seconds. During 
the runs on Saturday Noel’s VW was not 
up to its best. It was believed to be a rocker 
issue with number two cylinder and after 
more investigations on Sunday morning said 
Beetle was retired for further investigations. 
Brendan Merrick was the quicker in the 
2001 cc and over with a 49.83 second run in 
his Datsun 120Y turbo with Aaron Langford 
(Hyundai Accent turbo) recording a  54.09 
second time.

Ross Mackay won the Sports Sedan up to 2 
litre class in his ford Escort with a new class 
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record 44.41 seconds just 0.04 faster than 
his class record, with Jason Martell (Ford 
Escort, 51.14) and Daryl Morton (Morris 
Cooper S, 51.20). Daryl was running with a 
new reassembled engine however  number 
4 cylinder displayed signs it had oil bypass 
and was wisely retired after the Saturday 
runs. Ross had won the class with a new 
record at the 2019 Australian Hillclimb 
Championships at Bathurst. The previous 
record at Bathurst was 51.85 seconds which 
Ross bettered on all of his five runs with a 
51.57, then 51.35, 51.20 and his fifth run at 
50.31 seconds. Robert Souter took the 2001 
cc and over class (Datsun Sunny turbo, 
46.75) with David Malone (Holden Torana 
GTR XU10 recording a best run of 46.96 
seconds. 

FORMULA CARS

Superkarts class went to Luke Weiks 
(Honda Arrow, 45.56) from Stephen 
Edwards (Silverline 125 Shifter, 48.15 
seconds) with Craig Hughes (Hughes 
VWMA) winning the Formula Vee class with 
a  50.67 time.

Formula Libre up to 1300 cc class went to 
Paul van Wijk (OMS Hornet, 41.53) from 
Matthew Read (Readster MTR1, 42.25), Jay 
Matsen (Empire, 42.55), Mitchell Allwood 
(Energy Firecat, 42.81) and Doug Daniels 
(NuTec Formula Libre, 44.22).  Matt’s times 
were 42.74, 42.41 on Saturday followed by 
42.25, 42.36 and 42.47 before being put 
away due to worn tyres and with a possible 
leaking head gasket.

Dean Amos won the 1301 and over class 
as well as setting a new class record which 
is the new club outright record of 36.24 
seconds. His fastest run was on his third 
run on Saturday set in the Gould GR55B 
just 0.45 seconds faster than Dean Tighe’s 
36.69 set in June this year. Next in class 
were Dean Tighe (Dallara Judd, 36.94), 
Warwick Hutchinson (OMS 28 RPV 03 
turbo, 38.73), Michael Von Rappard (Dallara 
Hayabusa F392 S/c, 39.28), Peter Gilbert 
(BNG Hillclimb Special turbo, 46.03) with 
Robert Vautin in the Jaguar Special doing 
a 48.16 seconds time. Dean Amos is now 

on the Pirelli Ultrasoft tyres and found the 
rear ride height did not need to be changed 
as the rolling diameter is the same as the 
Avon tyres. However the front was required 
to be raised. As others have reported these 
Pirelli tyres pickup rubber peelings from the 
track surface leaving less to clean from the 
tyres (i.e. stones) when returned to their pit 
bay. Michael had the reoccurrence of the 
problem which has plagued him all year. 
Harold had changed the Motec and wiring 
believing this was the issue; however, the 
cause may be in the gearbox as second 
gear will not release.  On his final run 
Robert Vautin had the right rear suspension 
break coming out of the hairpin the second 
time……..and then the rain came down 
which spoilt the Top Six Shootout.

Dean Amos finished second outright at the 
Australian Hilclimb Championships with his 
best run at 34.90 seconds just 0.02 seconds 
slower than Malcolm Oastler’s 34.88 time. 
The existing outright record was 36.83 
seconds. On Saturday Dean had recorded 
36.19 (to be second outright) then 35.30 to 
be outright leader. Malcolm had run a 35.50 
(to be in outright position) but did not run the 
second run then posted a 35.43 (to be 0.13 
behind Dean). Sunday runs saw Malcolm 
take the lead with his best run of 34.88 to 
Dean’s 34.90 seconds. On YouTube there 
is a great split screen comparison of their 
fastest runs. Dean Tighe finished third 
outright with a 37.92 seconds time whilst 
Warwick Hutchinson was placed eighth 
outright 42.43 seconds.

TOP SIX SHOOTOUT

Given the wet conditions only four ventured 
for this round of the shootout. Michael 
Larymore (47.29), Greg Tebble (48.13), Paul 
Van Wijk (45.80) and Dean Tighe (37.93 
seconds).

Best MG: Flavio Paggiaro ,                 

Fastest Time of Day: Dean Amos

Most Improved: Tracy Combe

2020 will see MGCCQ stage the Australian 
Hillclimb Championships at Mount Cotton 
over the four days 5 to 8 November.
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or by email to vprojects@internode.on.net

Hillclimbs

Jim Scott
Membership Secretary

on 0411 601 711
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