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President’s

First of all a small bit of advice: do not go to the
car wash and use the spray equipment as | did
the other day and leave the keys in the ignition.
I had my border collie in the car and closed up
the folding roof and the windows of the MGF
and then started to blast the car. Now | do not
usually wash the car at the car wash as |
normally just do this at home, so this was a
special event in the dog's life. As border collies
love waterand he is used to chasing the hose at
home, he jumped around inside the car quite
excitedly. However, getting back to the story,
when | finished and went to open the door |
discovered that he had pushed the button
down so | could not get into the car. Luckily my
son was at home so he came with the spare set
of keys to rescue me and my faithful friend.
Moral of this story is don't leave car keys in
ignition when washing vehicle! | think I will
just wash itathome from now on.

On amore club related issue the annual dinner
and trophy presentation was a great success
and the venue at The Pavilion at Albion was a
first class venue. Special mention must go to
Kerry Strange and our Secretary Elaine for
doing all the hard work. A great night was had
by all and congratulations goto all the winners.
John Muller, a founding member of the club
was our guest presenter and he gave a most
interesting speech on the night, reflecting on
the early days of the club. A special thank you
to John for being our guest speaker and
presenter; also thanks to John for donating a
photo album of events recording the early days
of the club. Elaine Hamilton has scanned some
of these and they now appear on the nostalgia
page onthe web site.

John Tait, our social captain, has been working
hard to arrange special events for the Noggin
'n' Natter nights as well as other social
activities. So please show your appreciation
for his hard work by attending these functions

whentheyare held.

They are put on for your benefit so keep abreast
of what's on by looking at the web page
calendar or checking the calendar of events
thatappearsinthe Octagon.

John Tait is also organising a Xmas in July
which will be held at Hervey Bay so look on the
web for details and come along and enjoy arun
to Hervey Bay plus, of course, good company
atthe Xmasindulydinner.

Scott Dean from Carselling.com.au has very
generously donated a brand new scooter to the
club for a raffle prize. Tickets are $2.00 each
and, if you buy a book of tickets all in the same
name, you have the chance of also winning a
book buyer's prize. Books are $20.00. Tickets
will be sold at the Hillclimb and at the club-
rooms ot, if you wish, by contacting me. We will
also be having the Xmas draw again this year
with all monies raised buying prizes. This year
there is no map, just tickets available as per a
raffle. Please support both these raffles.

I'd like to report that | have made more
progress with my Y type restoration but | have
only done more sorting out of parts and some
minor painting. However soon | will, with some
help, start the reassembling of the suspension
and the jackal system onto the chassis, then it
will really start to look like | am getting on with
it. It is nice to see some progress; | will keep
you informed as it starts to take shape.

| hope to see you at the many and varied
activities that the club has running, so please
comealong.

Safety Fast
/’_/j:/_///”/ "

Peter May
(President)
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from Elaine...

Our cover photo for this issue is of a car that is quickly
becoming familiar to us all again. Previously owned by
Brian Hunter, it is now finding itself very busy in the hands
of new owner, Club Vice-President and Social Club
Captain, John Tait.

While John was mapping out the route for the Club day run
on March 21 he called in to see what could still be found of
the old Lowood race circuit and found himself at MG
corner. The March day run will include a visit to Lowood; in
preparation for that, the Noggin 'n' Natter on March 19 will
be a 'Looking at Lowood' night where members, old and
new, are invited to come along to remember the circuit and
to natter about the old days or to come along and find out
more about what they will see on the Sunday run. 'Old'
racer/members are coming along to share memories and
anecdotes and photographs proving or disproving the
stories will be shown. Come along if you remember those
days and share in the memories or come along if you are
going on the Club run and want to know what the 'fuss' is
allabout.

John has already had members out and about in their cars
on many occasions as the reports of five Club runs will
show. We also have photos from the very first Club run
which went from Kemp Place in the Valley to Picnic Point
at Toowoomba which provide an interesting basis for
comparisons.

Chapter Chatter is a bit quieter this month as both the
northern Chapters have found the weather not to be
conducive to Club runs. Hopefully some cooler and drier
weather will have them out and about again by next issue.

Following the special MGY Noggin 'n' Natter on March 5, it
seemed appropriate to reproduce the article from 'Safety

Fast'on this MG model.

It has been good to receive contributions from members
including Geoff Kingston who raced at Bathurst recently
and from others with letters to the editor and contributions
for 'Bits and Pieces'. The more people who contribute to
the Octagon the more diverse it is, resulting in a more
interesting magazine so please keep your contributions
coming.

A book review is once again included. All the books
currently being reviewed have been given to the Club for
our library in return for the book review being published.
There is a small pile of books waiting to be reviewed; if you
would like to review one of them, please contact me.

Many of you in the Brisbane area will be aware that | am
now sending out weekly updates by email of Club events.
A huge number of these bounce back to me because so
many email addresses have changed and we have not
been updated on the change. If you have not been
receiving these emails, could you please email me your
updated address? My email address is
vprojects@ug.net.au.

lam now starting to try to find class sponsors for this year's
Queensland Hillclimb Championships, now known as the
Carselling.com.au QHC. If you own a business, or work for
a business, which might like to help out with sponsorship
at $100 per class, please contact me with the details.

For those of you who have not renewed your Club
membership for 2010, this will, sadly, be the last Octagon
you receive.

Closing date for receipt of material for the May Octagon is
the 26th April.

LIDDLE’S

GYLINDER HEAD ENGINEERING

Cylinder Head Repairs and Reconditioning

15/58 Bullockhead Street,
Sumner Park, Qld.

Phone:
(07) 3376 2991
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Notice Board

The Clubrooms are now open on the first and third Friday nights of each month with hot food starting at 6.30
pm priced as low as $2.50. A night navigation run which could take the form of a tabletop rally will be
conducted on the third Friday of each month and there will be a concentrated attempt to have something
special happening on the first Friday of each month. Your suggestions are welcomed.

19 Mar Night navigation run and 'Looking at Lowood' night.

21 Mar Day run including ‘visit' to Lowood. Contact John Tait 3376 1216

24 Mar Midweek run Contact John Tait 3376 1216

28 Mar Day run organized by Darling Downs Chapter. To join up with this run, please
contact Stephen Colclough on 0417 002 368 for more information and to RSVP.

2-6 Apr National Meeting at Adelaide
Fri 2 Apr Good Friday Clubrooms closed.
Fri 16 Apr Noggin 'n' Natter at the Clubrooms
Fri 16 Apr Night run from Clubrooms
Sat/Sun 17/18 Apr  Tighe Cams series Rd 2
Wed 28 Apr Midweek run Contact Bruce Mutch 3376 1384

Sun 9 May (l;/kiLgIan's bridge - Contact Bruce Jackson on 3356 8436 or 0400 208785 for more
etails

Sun 16 May MGband sports car only hillclimb: watch for supp regs and entry forms on
website

Please consult the calendar insert for Chapter events. Club members are reminded that they are welcome to
attend any events in the Club calendar. For a full listing of events, see the calendar in the centre of the
magazine. Please note that some dates may change; updates are available on the Calendar page of the website.

We welcome the following new members and wish them a long and happy association with the Club.

Celina Wood Neville Darmanin Graham Crowden Liam Lavin
Charmaine Lewis Jamie Trapp Duncan Freedman David Lawrence
Kaylee Lewis Philip Haskett Richard Ings Corey McGilveray
Graham Peall Frazer Manton David Lawrence Damian Ward
Hugh Edwards Robert Reed Corey McGilveray Vincent Bastos
Robert Pound Jeffrey Heslewood Trevor Taylor Stephen Callaghan
Martin Adamson Joseph Jacobs Donald Wass Gary O'Mullane
Paul Beaton Liam Lavin Graham Crowden Christy Grobbler
Ken Simmons Damian Ward Duncan Freedman Justin Todhunter

David Blake Joseph Jacobs



Amongst the photos given to
the Club by John Muller at
the Club's presentation of
trophies was this one of a
presenter of trophies from
earlier days. John didn't
seem to think that any more
words than that were
necessary!

John Muller also had this photo of his MGY in action at that Interclub
gymkhana. He is keen to know if anyone knows of its whereabouts today. Its
distinguishing feature is an air vent which can be seen just in front of the

Also among the photos was this one of Number.
Miles Hunter, giving us a face to put to the

name we all know so well from our trophies.

The Miles Hunter Trophy is for service to the

Club, something Miles was obviously good

at offering himself. He is pictured here

working at the first Interclub gymkhana

every held.

Another photo from the past but this one is from Keith
McConnell who said that either he or Alan took it but he
does not know who, when or where but does know why.
My educated guess is that it is of a regularity event (when
passengers were allowed) at Lakeside. Question is 'Who
were they?' Please identify yourselves if you read this.
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Brad Stratton drove the Safety Car at the recent Bathurst 12 hour race and is shown here safely spinning the car off track
during the bad weather.

Club member, Geoff Kingston, was also at
the Bathurst event, competing in a
supporting race and also experienced the
weather changes. He is shown here coping
with the rain. Read his article on his
experiences elsewhere in thisissue.

Three of our Club members took up the invitation to be amongst the first to drive through the Clem 7 tunnel. Cyril Bennett
was one of them and supplied these photos of the three MGs (his and Marie's TF, Gary and Judy Tucker's TC and the B of
Ann and Trevor Mills). Cyril reported: “The prospect of a showery day did not dampen the spirits of the participants at First
Cavalcade of the Clem 7 Tunnel as everyone there was in a party mood which lasted for the entire session. An expansive
array of vehicle types and vintages were on display, with proud owners telling their stories, all true of course.”




Geoff Kingston also sent in this photo of two ladies out for a run in their MGB. He
was impressed by what the two enthusiastic ladies from the Canadian Classic
MG Club in Vancouver had to wear to keep warm in Summer during a trip through
the Canadian Rockies. It sent him thinking about how they would cope in winter.

He reported that there was an MGA traveling in convoy but is out of the picture
with its bonnet up receiving some attention. Haven't we seen a local MGA with its
bonnet up recently?

Mighty Midget. Janette from the Capricornia
Chapter reports that: “MG's are great! Moved from
mum's to my house.”

Interested in a new motorsport challenge? How about trying out the Solvix Challenge, a Multi-Club Touring Assembly to be held
on Saturday 8 May. Distance is approximately 250 km . Instructions will be in the form of map reading using 1 to 100000
Topographic Maps. An Information Night for Competitors unfamiliar with this type of Navigation will be held on Monday 26 April
at 7:30 pm The location for the Information Night is the Brisbane Sporting Car Club Clubrooms Unit 1, 206 Montegue Road West
End.

Further Information and Supplementary Regulations will be on the BSCC website in the near future. The website is
www.bscc.asn.au

CAMS are involved in the organization of a major Car Club event at Echuca/Moama on the weekend of 1 -3 October which will
incorporate quite a variety of events. For more information, go to /www.echucamoama.com.

The Club has been given a copy of Tappet Topics' Nov 1965, journal of the Canberra Sporting Car Club. Why? Because it has a
report of a hillcimb held at Lakeview on 26th Sept that year, part of which is reproduced below.

“Fastest time of the day went to Bill Norman, who has now fitted his MG TC with a Norman supercharger. This makes for a pretty
fearsome combination and Bill has a rather more serious look on his face when driving the car in this form.”

It's worth noting that Bill was 19 at the time ...

A biography of John Chatham which could be of particular interest to MGC owners is soon to be released. Club member, Mark
Welland, can organize copies at about 30% off RRP. If you are interested, contact him on mga5b5-at-optusnet.com.au.

Watch for a starting date for this new initiative! Starting soon, there will be a draw of club members' membership numbers held at
each Noggin 'n' Natter. If the member whose number is drawn is present in the clubrooms, he/she will receive a 'prize' of $20. If the
member isn't present, the prize will accumulate with each drawing.

Scott Dean of Carselling.com.au has shown great support for the Club in
the past couple of months. Not only has he purchased naming right for the
Queensland Hillclimb Champioinships this year he has also donated a
motor scooter as a prize for a major raffle to be held over the course of the
year. Pictured is Scott handing over the scooter to Club President, Peter
May. The scooter is on display at the Clubrooms; tickets can be purchased
atall Clubevents.




Elaine,

The Nostalgia page in the January Octagon unlocked for
me some wonderful memories of long ago.

In the results list of the 1956 sprint meeting at Strathpine,
there is listed an R. Richards driving an MGTC. That was the
year when, as a 2nd year electrical apprentice, | worked with
a bth year apprentice Bob [Spider] Richards building the
sub station at the new Princess Alexandra Hospital. He
would drive to work in his 8 year old TC [fitted with cycle
guards] and park it just outside the door where | would
admire its lines at any opportunity. | soon became
obsessed with the idea of owning one and so started my life
long association with MG Cars and their history but had to
save very hard for another two years for the $900 to buy my
MGTC in 1958.

Now, I turn to the front cover photo, on the same Octagon, of
the Swift Service Station at Morningside for, on the
Saturday 7th June 1958 when | paid Jeff Solomon $900 in
cash for his TC, he then went straight down to there and
took delivery of his brand new blue MGA Roadster. We were
both very happy that day!

Thank you for the memories.
Owen McNeill

Hello fellow MG enthusiast,

| am writing to request your assistance to spread the word
about an exciting new event on the MG calendar; MG TYme
in Canberra 2010.

MG TYme in Canberra is an event for enthusiasts of the MG
T series and the MG Y type. Our event is social, non-
competitive, and has a particular aim of promoting
camaraderie amongst the T type and Y type enthusiasts.

Our event will be held over the NSW October long weekend.
The event dates are 1 to 3 October 2010. This is the same
weekend that the pre-War register gathers every two years
at Beechworth, with our event being in their 'off' year. Sowe
don't see our event being in competition with any other
event; we want it to be a contribution to the promotion of the
national MG spirit.

Our event in Canberra to coincide with Canberra's premier
event, the Floriade festival. Our program to encourage
participants to take advantage of everything that Canberra
and this festival has to offer.

| have attached a promotional flyer suitable for an A5
magazine, and also a more comprehensive information
sheet. Would you please assist in spreading the word by
including the flyer in your Club magazine and also by
forwarding the information to those Club members that you
considerare T or Y enthusiasts.
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Letiers to the Editor

Registration and more information is through the MG Car
Club Canberra website at:
http://www.mgcccanberra.org.au/ ; or | would be happy to
respond to any questions by email or phone.

Thank you in anticipation,

Brian Calder

Secretary

MG Car Club Canberra Inc
Ph 0434 307742

Dear Elaine,

Thanks to you and Keith Anderson, | made the magazine
once again, this time with one of my old cars. Now don't all
smirk at once when you realise what | am about to say and
show to the "world". | refer to Page 8 of the nostalgia era in
"Octagon" of January. If you look closely at the second car
from the left in the back row, ah! Yes, there she is, my old
Triumph Herald coupe, recognisable by the hard-top and
the bonnet being fully open in the forward position. No, we
were not all millionaires to be able to afford one of these rare
breeds although Kerry Horgan may not think so when he
remembers his mishap in one. That pic would have been
taken in late March or early April 1963. | can say that for my
wife Ailsa was pregnant with our second eldest daughter,
Susan, who was born on April 12, 1963.

We met at the start of the now known "golden mile" at
Moorooka, and did a run up into the mountains, stopping at
the Natural Arch for a dip in the pool. | think it was someone
adventurous such as Doug Partington who would drop in
through the hole in the roof of the cavern of the natural arch,
wetting everyone as he did so. If | remember properly, there
was an altercation with a police officer when he tried to pass
the procession of cars near the stop-over. | think he went, or
was helped off the edge of the risky, country road. Wasn't
our fault! Our final stop before heading home, after a great
ride down the mountain road led by lain Corness, was at
Yatala pies. There in the vicinity under the rail or road bridge
we stopped to take of our supper. A great day. Sorry Ailsa,
but if you recall you were too far along to go on such a run.

I am trying to recall, was it Keith who used to advocate that
if you went for a run in the Jaguar, the donation was two
shillings? Petrol costs, you know. | remember we used to go
down to the tarmac at the domestic airport and do donuts,
and hand-brake turns for a little fun after the MG Car Club
meetings. Didn't we get pulled up for being slightly over the
limit on one of those trips back from Eagle Farm, Keith? My
apologies to you, Keith, if | am telling "porkies".

Many thanks, Elaine, for the memories.

Kind regards,
Tom Storrie



MGB Roadster 1977 V8 4.4L

National Concours class winning vehicle and many
other 1st places.; Owned last 15yrs.; 5 Speed supra
gearbox, commodore L.S.D.; 4 Wheel disc brakes;
American racing wheels (7x15" 5 stud pattern) with
new Dunlop Formula R 205 x 60 x 15 tyres; Gonzo's
exhaust system and custom made roll bar; Alloy
radiator ;10 stacker CD; 3.5L rover stiff block stroked
to 4.4L. ; 600 holley vac 2nds; edlebrock performer
polished inlet manifold; ported & flow tested heads
with bigger valves ; roller rockers; 85amp alternator ;
electronic ignition; alarm system and immobilizer;
fully carpeted boot; torneau cover; reduction starter
motor; 28 spline rear axles; 4 spot front calipers; V8
disc rotors; comp disc pads; fully detailed engine bay,
powder coated chrome and polished alloy

Very reliable car and too many modifications to list.
Please phone Bob or Andrew for more info if required
on 33934210 0r 0414910577

FOR SALE

Nota Sherpa built in 1995 for hillclimbing: uses Nota
F1 spaceframe: Toyota 3SGE twin cam engine: Toyota
MR2 gearbox: 3 piece wheels: modeled from Group B
rally cars from the 1980s. $10,000. Contact Tristan
0400 427 272.

Truck Classic 1953 F500

4 speed with a Cummins Diesel Engine,
reconditioned B Series turbo charged. Bench seat
and carpet, Extra Fuel Tanks (approx 800 litres total
capacity), Generator Honda petrol 3.5KVA.

Motorhome - Bedroom with full size double bed,
sliding door wardrobe with hanging and shelving,
blockout blinds on windows. Kitchen with 1 metre
high bench top with large drawers and cupboard
space, Stove 2 x gas burner, sink and draining board,
240volt fridge/freezer, microwave, sky light with
flyscreen. Lounge/dinette with large table and seating
(full length seat can be used as single bed) TV cabinet
and cupboard, under seat storage, Toilet Porta Pottie,
blinds on windows and access to mezzanine storage,
where water tank 200 litres is located

Transporter - For cars/tractors or anything. Area under
floor of motor home 1.2 m high access via side door plus
rear area 2.5m high accessible via large up opening rear
door with gas struts. Rear load height only 300mm
(ramps included). Twin heavy duty mechanical trailer
jacks.Hand operated loading winch. Dual spare wheels
truck and trailer. Quick Shade 6m x 3m with full sides
Price for Truck & Trailer Package - $45,000.00 ono
Please contact to inspect & discuss:

Doug & Elizabeth Partington. Allora

Tel -07 4666 3801 or 0429 012 137

Email classic@halenet.com.au

WANTED

an overdrive gearbox for a Mark 1 MGB, and a tailshaft
to suit if possible. Condition is not important as | will
O/H before installing. Contact Phone is Ron on 0419
439 411.

FOR SALE

"Enjoying MG" (U.K.) magazine from Jan 1996 to Feb
2008. Offers for the Lot or will sell individually. All in
excellent condition. Ph 0419 720 205.



Club dinner and presentation of trophies
held at'The Pavilion'on Sat 13th Feb.

Overone hundred people attended the Club dinner
and presentation of trophies and were rewarded
with a night of good company, good food, good
speeches and some special presentationsinavery
pleasant venue. There was universal approval for
the venue and our thanks go to Kerry Strange for
herexcellent organization of the function.

Guest speaker and presenter of trophies was John
Muller who gave an interesting and fascinating
talk on how the Club was formed. It started off with
four people sitting in an office at Howards
(distributors of Nuffield cars) with John being
given the brief to form an MG Car Club of Qld.
Dealers were approached to support the plan thus
leading to the involvement of Fred Dyke (Swift
Motors at Morningside) and Peter Uscinski of
Coorparoo. John had an album of photos taken by
his brother, Graeme, who was also on the first
committee of the Club. Graeme had been given the
title of 'official Club photographer'and this historic
album is now the property of the Club. John also
presented the Club with aframed copy of the photo
of Swift Motors with all the MGs lined up in front
(as on the cover of the January Octagon) which
was given to the Club by Yvonne Sullivan (formerly
Dyke). Included amongst these photos were many
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Presenmzfzon 0

Club, .
trophies

taken of the first Club event ever, a Club run to
Toowoomba. (see separate article).

Other special presentations were Honorary Life
Membership to David Miles, the Brian Tebble
Award for contribution to the hillclimb over the
past twelve months which went to Greg Voltz and
the Miles E Hunter Award for Centre Achievement
which was won by Greg Hannant. A new award
was the David Robinson Junior Motorkhana
Trophy won by brothers Ryan and Cody Collins
with Cody in attendance to collect the beautiful
new trophy for both of them. Both the major
awards for competition (Best MG and Best All-
round) went to Malcolm Spiden.

Many of the trophies bear the names of some of the
earliest members of the Club (the G C Reid Trophy,
the Miles Hunter Trophy, the Howard Trophy etc)
and these became more meaningful after hearing
John'stalk about the early days of the Club.

Some hillclimb awards are made at this function,
these being special certificates for Club members
who have broken records at the hillclimb and the
trophies (and money for the winner) for those who
won the Top Six. The Top Four of the Top Six were
ableto attend to collect theirtrophies.

A full list of winners was published in the January
Octagon.

Lz

S8 TYRETECH

AU STRALIA

Tyres:
Yokohama, Falken,
Bridgestone, Hoosier,
Avon

PERFORMANCE TYRES & MOTORSPORT SERVICES

149 Abbotsford Road, Bowen Hills
Phone: 3252 8022

Racewear & Equipment: Racesuits, Boots, Gloves, Helmets,
Seats, Harnesses, Fire Extmgwshers




The winners (except for Bill Norman who had to leave early)

Back row: Danny Mischok (Hillclimb certificate), lan Fettes (Speed Trophy), Ross Kelly (David Miles Shield for Pre-War MG),
Carly Mattea (Ladies Trophy), Selena Rayment (Mrs E A Hunter Trophy for Touring Assembly Navigator), Brant Rayment (The G
C Reid Trials trophy for night run driver, The M E Hunter Motorkhana Trophy and the The McConnell Motorkhana Trophy for
MGs), Malcolm Spiden (The M E Hunter Motorkhana Trophy, the Best MG Trophy and the Howard Trophy for Annual
Competition for Best All-Round), Rod Johns (Top Six winner), Greg Voltz (Brian Tebble Award for contribution to hillclimb),
Bernie Pereira, Ken Wasley and Bruce Jackson (all winners of the Concours trophy).

Front row: Vern Hamilton (Hillclimb certificate), Darren Duffield (Top Six 2nd place), Cyril Bennett (T Type Trophy), John
Walker (The Peter Uscinski Trophy for Marque Speed), Greg Hannant (The Miles E Hunter Trophy for Centre Achievement),
Cody Collins (David Robinson Trophy for Junior Motorkhana), Michael Collins (Top Six 4th place) and David Robinson
(Hillclimb certificate).

That was then... In 1954, George Reid presents the Howard This is now... In 2010, John Muller presents
Trophy to Frank Taylor while a young John Muller looks on the Howard Trophy to Malcolm Spiden

John Muller congratulates David Miles Brant and Selena Rayment once again
on his Honorary Life Membership. took out the Night Navigation trophies



The Miles family were there to celebrate with David

Cousins Kay leey and Rhonda Hannant used
the occasion to catch up with each other

: L )
Ann Thomson picks a winner while
Greg Newton and Kerry Strange look on
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John Muller presented the Swift Motors
photo to President Peter May

The trophy table gradually empties

The first presentation of the David Robinson
trophy went to Cody Collins
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Available from

Laker Paint Company Queensland Rd, Darra 33755039
Geartorque 6/3485 Pacific Hwy, Slacks Creek 3808 2020
Performance World 1/4 Ferric St, Virginia 3865 5550

Autobarn Lawnton 690 Gympie Road, Lawnton 3889 7488
Pro Dirt Motorsport 63 Colebard St West, Archerfield 3277 9877
Swift Race Engines 1/14 Rodwell St, Archerfield 3277 9123
John White Race Engines 8 Deshon St, Woolloongabba 3391 8533

For New and Second Hand
Parts and Car Sales,
Please contact Wayne Henman

Our contact details are as follows:

Address: Ph/Fax No: 07 4661 2384
PO Box 1312 Mobile:0413 511 470
WARWICK QLD 4250 Email: sales@thehouseofmg.com.au
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Presentation of

H il

t rophi

Richard Mattea was MC, the trophies and some of the crowd

The presentation of trophies was held at Tighe Cams and we thank them for hosting the event there. We also thank the
donors and presenters of the special awards who came along to add more significance to the occasion for their recipients.
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Winners of MGCCQ Mt Cotton Series

As there were two series of events held in 2009 there were two presentations of trophies. The first was for those in the three
round MGCCQ Mt Cotton Challenge series which was formed to cater for those not in the Tighe Cams series. Big winner
was Dave Homer who took out the $500 prize and trophy for winning the series plus the trophy for best sedan. The other big
winner was Daryl Duncan who won the best sports car award. There were awards for those who competed in all rounds
and Carly Mattea represented them at the presentation.

Dave Homer (outright winner and plus best sedan), Daryl Duncan (best sports car) and Carly Mattea (completion of all rounds).

Tight Cams Series

The winner of the Tighe Cams series, David Robinson, was unable
to be present at the function as he was in New Zealand competing in
the historic racing series being held there but was presented with
his trophies atthe Noggin 'n' Natter on the following Friday.

Michael Collins, Best sedan
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As well as being placed third outright in the
series, Brendon Todd won the Russell Crew
trophy for best MG bringing to an end the run of
wins by John Walker. With Russell's widow, Glen,
being unable to be at the function to present the
award this year, Desley Collins (Russell's sister)
came along and made the presentation for her.
Photo on left.

Kay Hawley presents the Kay Hawley David May was presented with Pauline Graham presented her beautiful
Encouragement Trophy to MGCCQ Encouragement Trophy self-made glass trophy to Chris Moore
Elizabeth Dowler by Club President, Peter May (Best Young Driver)

Class Winners being presented with their trophies

Steve Riley (Formula Vee)

Rod Johns (Formula Libre 1301cc and over)

Scott Goody (Sports cars 2001cc and over)




Select people, Select cars

specialised insurance for classic, modified, imported and prestige cars australia wide.

INSURANCE FOR THE CLASSICS

all claims settled by your local office
Torque to the people who care 1300 369 769"

*for the cost of a local call - mobile rates apply to calls from mobile phones.

This insurance product is issued by Lumley General Insurance Limited ABN 24 000 036 279.
AFS Licence No. 2414561 and is subject to underwriting acceptance conditions. To decide if it
is right for you please carefully read our relevant Policy Wording/Product Disclosure
Statement (where relevant) before you make any decision. You can obtain them from any
Lumiley office or by telephoning 1300 369 749.

Offices in
adelaide,
brisbane,
canberra,
melbourne,
perth and
sydney
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Roy Davis (Marque sports 2001cc and over)

i’ 4yl

David Malone (Sports sedans 2001cc and over) John Gibson (Improved Production up to 1600cc)

-""'T-..—:/ﬁ .
RACE SUSPENSION v 40,40

SERVICING SALES REVALVING FLOW TESTING DYNO TESTING

ﬁ;?

HELP WITH SETUPS SPECIAL BuiLDSsS

(O7) 3260 5060 EDGAR@EXTR’EMEMEITEIREF'EIRTE.CEIM.ALJ




Eauttion

Caring for cars with character

m——

+ Log book servicing &all mechanicalrepairs » Vehicle tuning
* Vehicle inspections » Restoration, race & track preparation & track day support

— * The Prestige & Classic car specialists
Chris and Cameron are fully qualified to sewvice and maintain
all makes of vehicleﬁpecialised training (dealership & factory)

Bogan Street, Albion QLD 4010
Call Chris or Cam on 07 3256 1966

www.automotiongld.com.au | email: info@automotiongld.com.au

@ (orrect wire wheel balancin
@ 9and factory SU ¢
© Aways alarge range of used MGs ﬁ‘rds:l': -

(INC. ABINGDON SPARES)
192 ANNERLEY ROAD, DUTTON PARK, BRISBANE, Q. 4102.
TELEPHONE (07) 3844 2881 FAX (07) 3844 8278

com an\ltllnb"n’l :
hhsiaufftﬁ enthusiasts. Email: abingdon@mgcity.com.au
enthusiast Website: www.mgcity.com.au
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Gary Pitt (Improved Production 1601 to 2000cc)

-’

Vern Hamilton (Group Q)




V3

CARS AUSTRALIA

RAWS

RV8 AUSTRALIA P/L ARE PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THEIR CERTIFICATION AS A RAW

(registered automotive workshop)

WE ARE AGAIN ABLE TO SUPPLY AND COMPLY THE
MGRV8 FOR THE AUSTRALIAN MARKET.
CARS AVAILABLE FROM $42,000.00

STUART & SALLY RATCLIFF 9682-6655

1

COVWiE EncnZzzine

Specialising in motorsport
Cylinder heads.

Phone Alex Cowie

3208 5539

11 Brennan St, Slacks Creek 4127




Victorian novelist Edward Bulwer-Lytton penned the phrase
“It was a dark and stormy night”. Well, 180 years later in
Brisbane, such a night was followed by an equally dark and
stormy morning with rain bucketing down at our place. | was
rather reluctant to get out of the sack and off to the assembly
point for the run as | had convinced myself within the first 5
seconds of waking that the weather was just too abysmal for
anything other than a good lie in.

Marian said something to the effect of “They're rather hardy
folk you know, someone will be there for the run.” “Was that
hardy or foolhardy dear?” | asked. Well, we packed all our
brekkie gear along with towels and other things to catch/sop
up the expected in-car leaks, and headed off to the assembly
point at Ferny Grove in our new to us MGB GT (Hunny B).

Approaching Ferny Grove, the rain fell heavier and so did my
heart, thinking what a waste of time this was and how will |
ever dry the car out. | wondered who it might be that was
following us up the driveway to the picnic grounds in a
Camry. It turned out to be Errol and Wendy Hoger! “See!”
says Marian, “I told you people would turn up!” Hmmm, I'l
bet it's dry in the Camry” | thought to myself. Another four

cars soon joined us. After congratulating Errol and Wendy
on their 40th wedding anniversary and ourselves for being
such a hardy lot, we headed off just after 7:30 am in steady
rain, which became torrential at times.

All went well until we reached a flooded causeway on Bunya
Road. It wasn't all that deep but was very fast flowing, so we
retraced our steps and rejoined the planned route from
another direction. The route took us over Clear Mountain,
which, after we entered cloud, wasn't. So much for the lovely
views we had planned.

We eventually arrived at North Pine Dam (MacGavin View)
in steady to heavy rain with occasional thunder and
lightning. How lucky were we - nobody was there using the
shelters or BBQs! We jumped out of the cars, ran to the
shelters and prepared to cook breakfasts in ankle deep
water. Luckily, the Taits and the Hogers had portable gas
stoves because none of the public BBQs would light up! We
all had a good laugh about the chaos of the day over
breakfast and then headed off home....as the weather
began toclear.

Lessons learned:

1.Some MG Car Club people are hardy folk.

2.0ur MG leaks water in.

3.Public BBQs cannot be trusted.

4.North Pine Dam has a lot of water around it as well as in it.
Attendees:

John & Marian Tait MGB GT
Errol & Wendy Hoger Toyota Camry Liquid metal
Bernie & Charmaine Pereira MGB GT V8  Green

Peter & Merle Roberts MGB Red

Mazda MX-5 Evo Gold

BMW 74 Silver

Yellow

Kerry & Val Horgan
lan Fettes

“t..




fish'n'‘chips run
4 |7th January 2010

by John Tait; photos by Jeff Jackson
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It was most pleasing to see twenty cars of all makes, models
and vintages assemble at the clubrooms for a late afternoon
cruise to Cleveland lighthouse restaurant.

John and Pat Walker's MGA made a rather unusual arrival by
cutting out after entering the driveway and then steadfastly
refusing to start. After a bit of opening and closing of doors
and bonnet, inspection by the experts on hand and some
very serious head scratching, the A burst back into life,
anxious to get on with the run.

We worked our way from Rocklea through Durack, Coopers
Plains, Rochedale and some back roads around Sheldon to
arrive at Cleveland without incident in the cool of early
evening. A couple of club cars also met us at Cleveland. The
take-away section of the restaurant was soon surrounded by
aswarm of run participants placing orders.

Eating and chatting continued on the grassed park area into
the night, a sure sign that all attending had a good time.

Run Participants:

John & Marian Tait Mazda MX-5
lan Fettes BMW 74
Stuart & Wendy Gross MG TF

Bill & June Spall MGY

Bernie & Charmaine Pereira MG TD Mk2
Jeff & Bev Jackson Jackson
John & Pat Walker MGA

Phil & Sue Young Fiat X1/9
Terry & Lynn Jones MG TC
Tony & Debbie Slattery MG Midget
Bruce & Anne Hill MGB

Peter & Liz Gannon MG Maestro
Ross & Shez Letten MGB

Ron & Bev Clydesdale MGA

Peter & Debbie May MGF

Cathy Bartlett & Ken Simmons MG TF

Greg & Rhonda Hannant MGB

Paul & Kerry Strange MGB

John & Glen Boyce
Dee Andersen & Chris Carswell

Holden Commodore
Peugeot 307
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ECOVERY

AUTO INTERIOR REFURBISHMENT & UPHOLSTER
Andrew Keepence

0423 762 333

Unit 6 58 Bullockhead Street Sumner Park 4074

« Specialising in unique Classic Vehicle Trimming

« Dedicated to Original and Concourse Standards

« Custom, Marine, Aircraft & Household work

« Modifications and Restyles also catered for

« Family tradition of sports car ownership
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Well what can | say, the first midweek run for 2010 and 26 cars
altogether, what a wonderful turnout. For my first Wednesday
run as a retired person | was most impressed. So many cars of
different makes and colours and so many happy people all
ready to go on an adventure.

John had said we'll print up 20 run sheets, but don't expect
that many people for our first Wednesday run of the year as
people will still be on holidays, too busy or the weather will be
too hot. Well, it was hot, but it didn't kill the enthusiasm.

The windy road didn't prove a problem for any of the cars and,
as the school holidays were over, it was fairly quiet traffic wise.

The run to the morning tea stop did not go quite to plan
though. Matt Johnson had a little car trouble enroute and
then missed the main group at the park at Mt Glorious. Matt
was one of the few that didn't have a run sheet because not
enough were printed. Most of the single drivers didn't get one
as, in theory, you can't drive and read at the same time. Bad
mobile phone coverage on the mountain made it almost
impossible to communicate with Matt to steer him to where
we were. Oh well!

19 cars arrived at Doug Larsen Park at Beenleigh for the start of
our run to the Gold Coast and Northern NSW hinterlands.
Malcolm Campbell sent apologies as he had to work and for the
first time in memory we had no MX5s on the run. John Tait took
his yellow B-GT this time.

We left Beenleigh and took the now familiar roads to Canungra
via Tambourine Village and the Mundoolan Connection Rd. The
ever vigilant patrol car was watching but was left very
disappointed as we all went past 20 km under the speed limit
[sorry officer no Red MGB for you today] to Canungra.

We then went to Beechmont for morning tea. The country
looked wonderful after all the recent rains, all green and lush,
looking more like the Northern Rivers area.

After tea etc. we drove down to the Nerang-Murwillumbah Rd.
and had good weather until about the Natural Arch area when
the low cloud became rain, spoiling the view. At Chillingham we
headed to Tyalgum and then on to Murwillumbabh, still in light
rain.

After passing through Murwillumbah it was up the Tweed
Valley Way for 4 km to the Condong Sugar Mill then right into
Clothiers Creek Rd. past the “Madura” Tea plantation over the
Highway and on to the Tweed Coast Rd. then down to Hastings

by Marian Tait
27th January 2010

Morning tea was a pleasant chance to catch up with people
and enjoy the outdoors. It's always a little cooler up in the hills
so it was a nice respite from the heat. Wendy Gross made
some great scones with jam and cream, which she kindly
passed amongst us. Very nice indeed.

After morning tea we made our way to Cormorant Bay at
Wivenhoe Dam. Matt finally rejoined us just prior to the
descent from Mt Glorious. When we were nearly at our lunch
destination we made a little diversion into the Spillway
Common. To my delight there were lots of turtles and fish in
the spillway pool just swimming around and enjoying
themselves. | don't think | have seen so many turtles in one
place ever before.

One MGB overheated on the road to lunch, its radiator cap
had come loose but was found, refitted and they were on their
way again. So, even though it was a very hot day, we all made
it to our destination without too much trouble.

| can't say too much about lunch, as John and | had to rush off
after a quick bite. We were off to pick up our new baby, a 1970
BGT...but that's another story.

Point for lunch.

A friend of John Walker's [driving from Mullumbimby] was
waiting for him as John said we expected to be there about
12.45; unfortunately John forgot to add Queensland time. When
we left for home John was still chatting with his friend.
Participants were:

Bruce & Tip Ibbotson BMW Silver
Bill & June Spall MGY Green/black
Dennis & Diana Kelly Toyota Corolla White
John & Marian Tait MGB GT Yellow
Trevor & Joy Jones MGA Red
Doug Cooper Toyota MR2 Red
Denis Thomas MGB BRG
lan Fettes BMW 74 Silver
Jeff & Pat Heslewood Subaru Silver
Greg & Rhonda Hannant MGB White
Trevor Mills & Fred Enever MGB Red
Phil & Sue Young Fiat X1/9 Yellow
Blair Salter & Judith Johnston Toyota Corolla White
John Walker MGB GT V8 Red
Allan & Joyce Tebbutt MGB Blue
Meryl & David Miles MGB GT White

John & Tricia Cranley Bentley Continental GT ~ Silver
Will Charlton Holden Astra Convertible Blue
Bruce Mutch & Ross Brunckhorst  Subaru Forrester White
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Participants were:

John & Marian Tait MX-5 Red
Blair Salter & Judith Johnston Lotus Elite  Yellow
Greg & Rhonda Hannant BMW Blue
Phil & Sue Young Fiat X1/9 Yellow
Kerry & Val Horgan MX-5 Gold
lan Fettes MG 1100 Green
Denis & Diana Kelly Corolla White
Bruce & Tip Ibbotson BMW Silver
Bruce Mutch Subaru White
John Walker MGBGTV8  Red
Cathy Bartlett & Ken Simmons MG TF Black
Jeff & Pat Heslewood Subaru Silver
Allan & Joyce Tebbutt MGB Blue
Aub Ross MGBGT Red
Kevin & Narelle Pinkstone GT40 Blue
Eric Knight MGB Yellow
Russell & Margaret Goebel MGA Red
Matt Johnson MGB Red
Trevor & Joy Jones MGA Red
Doug Cooper & Robina Lawson ~ MR2 Red
Stuart & Wendy Gross MG TF Silver
Bill & June Spall MGY Green/black
John & Trisha Cranley Bentley Silver
Fred & Janene Koolstra MG Gold
Alan & Verity Donovan MGB Burgundy
Malcolm Campbell MX-56
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BOOKREVIEWS

The following book has been made available for review by Capricorn Link. It will now become part of the Club's library.

Grand Prlx Racers: Portraits of Speed

Text by Xavier Chimits; Photography by Bernard and Paul-Henri Caher.
Published by Motor Books 2006.
Reviewed by Elaine Hamilton

If you glanced at this large format book, you could quickly dismiss it as a coffee table book
* made up of a number of interesting black and white photographs. Those who do this
. would see some wonderful photographs but, without taking the time to the read the text,
they would not get the full insight into those featured in the book.

The book is essentially a collection of Formula 1 photographs taken over six decades by
father and son photographers Bernard and Paul-Henri Caher both of whom had special
places in the F1 community of their time which gave them unique access to the drivers.
The result is a collection of revealing photographic portraits in which the vast majority of
the subjects appear to be unaware of the presence of the camera and even when the driver
is aware of the camera (as in the photo of Ayrton Senna pictured here) the skill of the
photographer captures the essence of the person.

The publishers then needed to decide how to present the photographs and came up with
an interesting solution; not to employ the easy options of listing them alphabetically or
chronologically but to group them by 'type'. By doing this, they immediately change the
character of the book into one delving into the psychology of the drivers, something of
immediate appeal to me, a collector of autobiographies of F1 drivers. This bizarre hobby of
mine plus my five decades of F1 interest probably place me in a reasonable position to
write this review with some degree of entitlement to personal opinion.

The drivers are grouped into six categories with twelve in each: the stylists, the tenacious |
ones, the romantics, the scientists, the acrobats and the tough ones. The number of
pages varies for each driver with some, such as Piers Courage who was lost while in his
prime, getting just one page while others, such as Niki Lauda, get up to four. However, for
each driver we get the basic statistics: place and date of birth, number of Grand Prix
starts, number of victories, pole positions, lap records and total number of points
achieved, along with World Championships. There is also a summarized insight into each
driver by the inclusion of a brief sub-heading under each name. A few examples are: Niki
Lauda: No compromise; Stirling Moss: Prince without a Crown; James Hunt: Last of the Swashbucklers.

The text on each driver has necessarily had to be brief as this is essentially a book of photographs but you do have to
admire the ability of Xavier Chimits to give brief and clear summaries of the 'essentials' of each of the drivers. Add all of
these together and you get a reasonably clear overview of F1 over the past six decades.

Because of its format, it is a book that you can easily read and digest as time allows. One thing is for certain, you will go
away from the book with the memory of the intensity of the eyes captured in the photographs. The book could easily have
been subtitled 'It's all in the eyes'.

We should thank the publishers for giving us access to all these photographs but it is interesting that the book was
published in the USA, a country notorious for its lack of interest in F1!

This book has a RRP of $59.99, a very reasonable price for such a collection of insightful photographs and comments.
However, for those of you not wanting to make the purchase, it will be available to you through the Club library. This book
has been made available for review by Capricorn Link and will now become part of the Club's library thanks to the
generosity of Capricorn Link.

These books are also available from all good bookstores. For wholesale enquiries, please contact Capricorn Link at
sales@capricornlink.com.au.
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from all eras.
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The first Club event ever held was a social day run held on
Sunday 28 November 1954. It was reported in 'Motor Sport in
QId' that 'a good rollup of cars assembled at Kemp Place
about the 8am mark, and it really looked something to see
the line-up of G's. Lunch was at Picnic Point, Toowoomba
where future activities were discussed.'

These wonderful nostalgic photos feature a Kemp Place with
room for parking, Coronation Drive with room for driving, a
leisurely pace which enabled the photographer to take
photos of the group on the run and a disciplined running
which saw all the cars grouped together. The photos were in
the album presented to the Club at ourannual dinner by John
Muller whose brother Graeme (the first Club Treasurer) was
alsothe official photographer.

More photos from this run and from other events from times
gone by can be found on the Nostalgia pages of the Club



When the'Y'type MG saloon was announced in 1947,
it was the first Nuffield production car to have either
independent front suspension or rack-and-pinion
steering gear. It represented a major break-through
in improving the roadability of British small cars, for
most other makes were still using pre-war-style 'cart
springs'.

&

The interior of the 'Y type was very well furnished,
although none too spacious. Neat instrumentation
was provided in an elegant facia panel.

WITH the outbreak of war in September 1939, production of
three saloon M.G.s came to an end, for it put finis to the 'VA'
(1'% litre), 'SA" 2 litre) and 'WA' (2.6 litre). All three were
straightforward, conventional designs of no particular
technical merit, but they were well built and fulfilled a need
for a high-quality car in the medium price range. There was
therefore a gap to be filled in the immediate post-war years,
when the only M.G. built was the two-seater TC' Midget.
Various people had thought about the next M.G. saloon
during the war, when they could spare time from other more
important activities, but it was not until the spring of 1947
that it was announced to the public.

Looking back on the 1% litre M.G. from the standpoint of
today, it seems a very ordinary little car, and it is necessary to
judge it against the background of those post-war years.
There was no Morris Minor in those days. The average small
saloon was a singularly dreary cart-sprung device, probably
designed before the war, and making no concessions to the
more advanced thinking of post-war times.

Into this world came a medium-priced, luxuriously-finished
saloon of compact dimensions, propelled by a single
carburetter version of the M.G. TC' engine. The body and its
appurtenances were altogether conventional - and,
therefore, by no means roomy inside - but three things were
new to the British motorist of that time: a really stiff box-
section frame, effective independent front suspension, and
rack-and-pinion steering. They added up to new standards in
ride comfort and roadholding, which were greeted with
delight by all. By the standards of the times, a cruising speed
in the sixties and a maximum of just about 70 m.p.h. meant a
fast car, and this was achieved without noise or effort. And for
positively the first time, octagon-fanciers were able to buy a
car which could maintain its speed over really rough roads
without inflicting great suffering on its occupants.

So the 1% litre M.G. met with the success it deserved, and
continued in production for more than six years with
comparatively few changes in design. Late in 1948, an open
four-seater was produced for export only, with two
carburetters instead of one, but less than 1,000 of these were



built. More significant was the appearance of the 'YB' saloon
at the end of 1951. The brakes of the 'YA' had never been its
strong point, and this problem was solved by the adoption of
2LS brakes at the front. Again, the 'YA' could be made to
oversteer more than somewhat, though this upset
contemporary road-testers surprisingly little. On the 'YB', the
fitting of a front anti-roll bar and smaller wheels improved

'Y type saloons were assembled at Abingdon while 'TC'
Midgets were still in production. However, most of the V'

chassis components later formed the basis of the 'TD' Midget.

MODEL 'YB'

Produced from December 1951 to August 1953. General
specification as 'YA' saloon, with detail changes. Altered
valve timing - inlet opens 5 deg. BTDC, closes 45 deg.
ABDC; exhaust opens 45 deg, BBDC, closes 5 deg. ATDC.
Larger clutch (8" dia. instead of 7%4"). Anti-roll bar fitted to
front suspension. Larger shock absorbers all round. Two
leading-shoe brakes at front. Hypoid rear axle with
slightly higher (5.125:1) final drive ratio (14.42 m.p.h./1,000
r.p.m.). Smaller wheels carrying 550 x 15 in. tyres. Castor
angle, 2 deg. = 2 deg. Weight approx. 20% cwt. Can be
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the roadholding considerably, while larger shock-absorbers
were also fitted and the rear axle was changed to a hypoid
design of the type then current on the TD' Midget.
Unfortunately - as so often happens when a car is subject to
improvement - the weight crept up at the same time, and
this, combined with more 'gentle' valve timing, meant that
the 'YB'lacked the acceleration of its predecessor.

Comparatively few 'Y' type tourers (above) were built and
those were all for export. The 'YB' saloon (below) proved
much more popular. It had twin carburreters and externally
could be distinguished by the smaller wheels, fatter tyres
and deeperwing valances.

distinguished from the 'YA' model by over-riders on
bumpers, slightly deeper valances on rear wings, and of
course the smallerwheels.

MODEL YT

Produced for export only between late 1948 and 1950.
Specification virtually identical to 'YA', but fitted with two
carburetters. Engine power output, 54.4 b.h.p. at 5,200
r.p.m. (as 'TC' Midget). Gearbox, wide ratio as 'YA'. Weight,
18% cwt. approx. Body style, two-door, four-seater tourer.

(Reproduced with permission from “Safety Fast”)



SPECIFICATION

Production period: April 1947 to December 1951.

Engine: Four-cylinder with pushrod-operated overhead
valves. Capacity 1250 c.c. Full-flow oil filter. Single semi-
downdraught S.U. carburetter, 174" dia.

Transmission: Single-plate dry clutch. Four-speed
gearbox with synchromesh on second, third and top.
Open propeller shaft with Hardy Spicer universal joints.
Spiral bevel final drive.

Chassis: Box-section steel with tie-rod bracing to scuttle
structure. Built-in hydraulic jacks.

Suspension: Independent front by coil-spring and
wishbone, with rack and pinion steering. Underslung rear
suspension by semi-elliptic leaf springs, interleaved with
rubber and rubber-mounted, with inverted rear shackles.
Panhard rod at rear. Luvax-Girling hydraulic shock
absorbers.

Brakes: Lockheed hydraulic with 9"dia. drums.

Body types: Four-door saloon.

Wheels: Bolt-on pressed steel.

VITALSTATISTICS

Wheelbase: 8'3"

Track: Front, 3'113"; Rear, 4'2"

Weight: 19%2 cwt. approx.

Bore and Stroke: 66.5x90 mm.

Power output (quoted): 46 b.h.p.at 4,800 r.p.m.
Compression ratio: 7.3t0 7.5:1

Tappet clearances: 0.019" hot, inlet and exhaust

Valve timing: Inlet opens 11 deg. BTDC, closes 57 deg.
ABDC. Exhaust opens 52 deg. BBDC, closes 24 deg.
ATDC.

Ignitiontiming: At TDC (retarded)

Tyre size and pressures: 525x 16 in. Pressure, 23 p.s.i.
Rearaxleratio:5.143to 1

M.p.h. per1000r.p.m.: 14.6

Castorangle: 1deg.* 2 deg.

Toe-in: Nil

Carburetter needle: Weak, EF. Standard, Fl. Rich, DK.
Capacities: Fuel, 8 galls. Water, 13 pts. Qil, 9 pts. (engine);
1Y pts. (gearbox); 172 pts. (rear axle).

s VALVES

Custom Valves - any size, shape, stem diameter,
collet groove position or length you require.

Automotive - Commercial - Industrial - Marine

Call Ross on (07) 3376 6630 or

Vigit him at 15/58 Bullockhead St, Summer Park Q 4074




THE STORY OF THE

MULDER METRO

by the Mulder family.

GEELONG EASTER 2009

Ever since we arrived here in Aus with our MG's we haven't
been very active in the MG Car Club. But we have tried to
attend all the away weekends and Nat meets.

Unfortunately, the first one here in Warwick Queensland, | had
to return to South Africa as my Mum had passed away. But all
since then we have attended. Most of them using both the
Midget and GT V8, except Tasmania where we managed to all
squash into the V8 as the children were still small enough and
we were on our own without any RSA tourists.

Over the last couple of years we heard more and more
complaints from the back seats of the V8 as to how cramped
and uncomfortable it was getting even though | had removed
Baby seats and then the main seat so Calvin had more room. It
was becoming more and more evident that we were no longer
going to do long trips in the B V8 as a family. So | started
looking around half heartedly for a four seater. We had even
asked the children as far back as Tasmania, which car they
liked while visiting a museum in Launcestone when they
could see aY Type and a ZB next to one another. They liked the
Y Type of course!!! Well looking on the internet and at various
cars along the way we semi decided the Y Type too old and a
little slow after passing David Robertson on the highway to the
Gold Coast. | then focused on the ZA & B s but found them very
thinonthe ground and even very rough ones around $10 000.

The newer ZRs were also still way out of our budget and the
Geelong Nat meet was getting even closer. We had almost
more or less resigned ourselves to going down to Geelong in
the Holden as we wanted to travel in one car to save costs and
betogetheras afamily.

Then one night when | was on the internet, eBay to be precise.
I spotted an MG Metro for $3 600 and nobody had bid oniitat 1.5
days out. | spoke to Greg whom | work for from time to time. He
then said that he knew the seller and dropped him an email
and asked him a few more question about the Metro which all
came back positive. Anne and | had a couple of long
discussions about the car and then decided to go for it, only to
discover it was no longer on eBay. Luckily | had spoken to Greg
as he then contacted him again. The answer then came back it
was now first come first served as someone down in Victoria
had made a bid and it was now $4000. Anne then emailed him
and got bank details and transferred the cash. We were now
the proud owners of an imported, unregistered MG Metro
located in Crookwell NSW.

Anyway, after another few $100's for a new battery and 3
different transporters the car arrived in our own drive way here
in Cleveland. Driving it up my drive | suddenly had a very sick
feeling that it might turn out a very expensive spare engine for
the midget!! It was running very badly and had nearly no
brakes and appeared to have lots of rust on it and the gearbox
appeared to be unhappy. So it got a good wash which made a
huge difference, new plugs and HT leads which sorted out the
bad running with the help of cleaning out the carb and a tune
up that made it run like a sewing machine!

We were now 3 1/2 weeks out from the Nat meet. Greg offered
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to get his engineer in to compliance it or rather tell us what
was needed to be done Intrusion Bars and Kiddy restraint
Bars to be fitted across the back of the rear seats. So with
John's help, who works at GTM, we worked most of the
weekend to fit the rear child restraint but there was a bit of a
hurdle, as the engineer was not too sure of the 1987 emission
and was reluctant to proceed. Anyway, | stripped out all the
brakes and hoses and Greg had them all re-sleeved, getting
most of the spares from Western Australia Mini Spares dealer.

The radiator came out to be cleaned and flushed only to
discover it was falling apart, the fins were all crumbling.
Thanks to a local radiator shop they built a complete new one
using a Peugeot core almost impossible to tell that it had
been replaced and non-original the week was ticking by and
the engineer was not making any head way with the emissions
problem. So | jumped back onto the internet to find out more
about emissions but to no avail. Then we found a mini garage
down in ACT who said they had just had an engineer look and
compliance one here in Brisbane. So after a couple of phone
calls the engineer arrived at my home to look at the Metro and
told me what to do. | needed to fit intrusion bars to the doors
and the emission was okayed. After a second visit to take a
look, a plate was exchanged fora hand full of notes.

Well, what a relief, we could get the car a road worthy and
safety certificate and then down to Queensland Transport to
get it registered. But first we needed the exhaust replaced and
it always is amazing when everything is under pressure and
you can't believe the local exhaust guy would have to order the
mufflerin andthat it would take 24 hours at least. But as things
turn out we managed to get it all sorted out and we had time to
pack bags and leave on Sunday morning with Peter and Jillian
Smith who were happy to have us along. So it was with abated
breath and prayers we drove out of Cleveland on our maiden
drive and itwasn't until we arrived in Tamworth that | started to
relaxand my confidence grew.

The children were happy and comfortable in the back. |
couldn't say that for Anne! She had no place for her feet as she
had the overflow of baggage that didn't fit in the boot but that
got betteras we wentalong.

Well, | am sure you have seen the great results we had down in
Geelong and we had a terrific trip back, coming back via
Bairnsdale, Mt Beauty, Bright through the Snowy Mountains
Scheme and back past Sydney and home again. We had
travelled about 5 000km since we had left Cleveland.

I would just like to thank Greg Tungstall Mechanical, Stewart
Armstrong and all the others that helped me get the MG Metro
into a reliable state to do this long trip and to attain the results
wedid.
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TIGHE CAMS SERIES

A full report of this event will appear in the next Octagon.
However, it can be reported here now that, despite the
variable weather, competitors at the first round of the
Tighe Cams series for 2010 enjoyed multiple runs with
FTD going to Bill Norman in 41.53. Top six and winner of
the Formula Libre up to 1300cc class was Rod Johns who,
with a competition time of 41.86, proved that he poses a
serious threat to John Davies' long held record for this
class. The award for Most Improved Driver went to Shane
Merrick while winner of Best MG was Barry Evans.

One of the most interesting photos from this event was
taken by lan Welsh who saw the possibilities for some

ADELAIDE

NATIONAL MEETING
2010

A number of Club members are busy preparing for
the long trip to Adelaide for the 2010 National
Meeting. We wish them every success as they vie
to try to retain some of the many trophies which
were won at the 2009 National meeting. After the
National meeting, we will be represented at the
Delegates Meeting by Peter Rayment (who is also
the courier for the return of the precious trophies)
and Tony Slattery.

interesting captions for the photo. As the car in the photo
is that of Scott Dean, the sponsor for the
Carselling.com.au Queensland Hillclimb
Championships, you can't help but wonder what lengths
he would gotoinordertoachieve more publicity! Hereisa
suggested caption; what about some from you, the
reader?

lan Welsh's suggestion was 'Horsepower vs manpower,
manpower wins!!'

Tofind out the full story behind the photo, go to page 42.

With our wonderful canteen coordinators (the
Walkers and the Clydesdales) being away when
some hillclimbs are on later in the year, there is the
opportunity for someone else to experience the
thrills of canteen management. The canteen has
become an essential part of people's hillclimb
experience (some people claim to come just for the
food!) so we don't want to have a non-operating
canteen during the absence of our stalwarts. Please
give some consideration to helping us out. Contact
Pat Walker to find out just what is involved on 3300
2914.

As you will have noticed, we have a naming rights
sponsor for the Queensland Hillclimb
Championships this year but we still need class
sponsors to help cover the extra costs involved in
putting on a championship event (mainly in permit
fees and trophies). If you have a business that would
like some exposure this way or work for one that
might, please contact Elaine Hamilton on 3893 2438
oremail herat vprojects@uq.net.au
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DARLINGDOWNS CHAPTER

Another year begins and the start time for the first
run of 2010 was chosen so that we could get home
before the heat of a Queensland January Sunday
really set in. Nine cars and their 16 occupants
assembled in the fog and light drizzle at 0700 at the
TIC. So much for the unfailing Queensland
sunshine in January; however in all fairness, the
dissipation of cyclone Olga might have had
something to do with it. The prize for the day would
have to go to Lester and Rhonda Brosnan who
appeared in their lovely TC with, it should be
mentioned, no soft top in place, but raincoats
readily athand.

After waiting for about ten minutes for any
latecomers, the Toowoomba push departed to
meet with the Warwick group of five cars and a
further ten enthusiasts just south of the New
England Highway, Gatton Clifton road junction. By
this time the fog had departed and although we
were not bathed in sunshine the outlook was
significantly better. While all the folks had
gathered around to catch up with each other after
the Christmas break, Brian, in a fit of public
spiritedness, took the trouble to check the nearby
tall grass to ensure that there was no snake threat
tothe assembled multitude.

Stephen and Desley Colclough then lead the
group of fourteen vehicles along some delightful
roads through Ma Ma Creek and Laidley to Porters
Hotel at Plainland. There was a stop along the way,
prior to Ma Ma Creek, to refresh the caffeine levels
thus ensuring that we could make the Brunch
venue safely. It was a bit puzzling to work out why
they would build a memorial to Thiess for building
a bridge. It was disappointing that the car most
deserving of TLC was made to suffer a stone

impact on the windscreen and windscreen frame
by a rogue truck on the trip down the hill. The
weather was relatively kind, a bit like Melbourne
actually, with some light drizzle, lots of cloudy
periods and some short periods of sunshine.
Altogether, it was very pleasant driving weather,
possibly even so for Lester and Rhonda, despite
thetruck.

We arrived for the second sitting for breakfast at
the hotel and parking was no problem at all. The
food was excellent and plentiful, thereby well and
truly justifying the choice of the venue.
Unfortunately however, there was not much left of
the local Sunday market at that stage.

Many thanks must go to Stephen and Desley for a
well organised and delightful run to start the year
off.

The next run for 2010 was the first midweek run,
and although the weather vacillated a bit after our
first foray for the year, things did look up and after
several days of overcast damp weather, it was
great to drive to Allora in brilliant sunshine. A
terrific attendance of 25 people indicated that
these mid week runs are still popular. While
waiting to receive our meals, the time was well
spent catching up. Everyone is looking hale and
hearty after the Christmas Break and we hope this
continues throughout the year.

Significant events occurring early in the year
include the midweek overnight run to Tenterfield
in April and the David Hack Classic Meet on the
first Sunday of May. We look forward to seeing as
many as possible at these and also our regular
monthly and midweek runs.
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By lan Bryant
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WIDE BAY

We just couldn't wait for Australia Day to get going
in 2010: popular demand required a twilight run
MUCH earlier in the new year! John Shield (MG B)
and Bob Emslie (Mercedes slk200) combined to
plan and conduct a very successful Chapter
twilight run on Wednesday, 6 Jan 10, to Burrum
Heads for a byo barbeque. Under threatening
skies, 33 people in 18 cars (ten MGs) set off from
the Hervey Bay Esplanade, catching many
admiring looks from the assembled tourists. Garry
Robertson in his Eunos MX5 was welcomed on his
inaugural run with the Club and Chapter, and Ken
and Ellen Wilson drove their MG TC on its first
Chapter run. Two MG TDs appeared, plus the two
MGAs of George Leceij and Darryl and Jackie
Martin. It was clearly a good start to the Chapter's
sixth operating year.

Eleven days later and in very warm conditions, a
Chapter Sunday twilight run saw 30 people in 16
cars make the short run via River Heads and Turtle
Cove to the Urangan Pier Precinct for a fish 'n'
chips evening meal and noggin/natter. John and
Ros London (Ford Capri) were welcomed on their
first Club and Chapter run, Peter & Jean Boxall
took the Porsche, with Kevin and Carol Rowell
showing their MG F. Bob Bleakley with Nancy
Goddard drove topless (Saab), while Kevin and
Carol Charlton drove their MGB GT.

The Chapter's (now) traditional Chapter Australia
Day party was held in the early evening in the leafy
and cool grounds of Legacy House in Hervey Bay,
with 39 people attending the event. The Chapter's
fifth anniversary of functioning (officially) as the
very first of the MGCCQ's Regional Chapters was
marked by a bbq, presided over with great culinary
panache by Fred Nelson. This was also an
appropriate time to thank those of the Chapter's

CHAPTER

“Originals” then present and in this regard, Bob
and Jan Bruce were particularly acknowledged.
The MG Bs of Phil and Dianne Youel and Peter May
with Joy Batchelor, Ellen Wilson in her MG YA
supporting husband Ken, and Graham and Chris
Scott's MG TD provided a most suitable MG
backdrop to the event. Raffles enable the Chapter
to donate $150 to Legacy, plus a little left over for
the Chapter's coffers.

On Wednesday, 10 Feb 10, the Emslies led a
midweek breakfast run to the Black Dog café
where 24 people (in a very mixed bag of cars)
enjoyed a very pleasant morning. Garry and Anna
Cuthbert (MG B) were welcomed on their very first
run with the Club and Chapter. It was pleasing to
see Rob and Brenda Rosewarne out and about
with the Chapter again, with Peter and Jocelyn
Gardener (Fiat 850) also attending, having finally
returned from their long holiday circumnavigating
Australiaon land.

February concluded with a Sunday twilight run to
Burrum Heads under the guise of “The Sheilas'
Shambles (Revisited)”, a frightening event where
only girls-rules apply, and arranged by The Girls,
Barbara Shield, Lyn Emslie and Margaret Elson.
Some 41 people in 21 cars (11 MGs) made the
spiritual journey in the expectation of not having to
be concerned with their (male) BAC. In the upshot,
the very well catered for sausage sizzle proceeded
without incident and the twilight drive to the venue
was also unremarkable.

However, the pre-run Club-approved briefing
provided to the assembled males (all of whom
were designated as “silent passengers”) was
instructive: violence was threatened by the all-
female drivers in response to simple husbandly
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tasks (such as instructing the wife on when to
enter the traffic flow), savage fines were inflicted
on all imagined (male) transgressions, and one
brave (male) soul even banished from the bbq
plate for loudly mentioning shoes and (matching)
handbags. Germaine Greer would have been
proud! Because the Sheilas' Shambles rules
demanded that the wife/partner be required to
drive their partner/friends' MG or other car, at least
one smooth-talking chap managed to convince his
wife that his MG had broken down the day before -
and was chauffered to the event by his wife while
he waved his beer at all and sundry from the back
seat ofthelimo! Youare abrave man, Des See!

Events to follow in March see the Chapter starting
to pick up the pace in the cooler weather, with a
barefoot bowls and meal evening set down for
Wednesday 10 March and a long day run to

Senior Chef Fred Nelson and apprentice
at the Australia Day BBQ

PHOTO ON PAGE 37

You thought that 'every picture tells a story'? That
may be true but it doesn't always tell the full story.
Here is the following photo taken by lan Welsh
which completes the story and does show that
sometimes 'manpower is needed to win'.

Paradise Dam on Sunday 28 March for a barbeque.
However, this is the month that vehicles with
Victorian number plates start to appear and crowd
out most of our roads - and so we will need to
sharply increase our defensive driving manner!
Just like the Sheilas' Shambles!

Assembly and briefing before starting
the Sheilas' Shambles
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This was a joint activity forthe MGCCQ and the SCCQ.

We started with morning tea and welcome at the
MGCCQ Clubrooms from 9:30am. At 10:45am we
headed off via Sheldon and the Venman Bushland
areatothe MG hillclimb facility at Mt Cotton.

On arrival our guests had a good look at the hillclimb
track so that they could appreciate the challenges
that the hillclimb presents. This was followed by
lunch, some picnic and some BBQ, and then a short
working bee session to work off lunch and remove
some dead tree branches out of the spectator area.

Everyone seemed to enjoy the run and the facilities at
Mt Cotton. There was particular interest shown in
Brant Rayment's Midget and all its improvements.

PARTICIPANTS

MGCCQ

Peter May MGF BRG
John & Marian Tait MGB GT Yellow
John & Pat Walker MGB GT V8 Red
Cyril Bennet MGTF BRG
Ron & Bev Clydesdale MG Midget White
Andrew & Susan Willesden MGB Black
Owen McNeill MGB GT Red
Chris Hurling MGB GT Green
Gary & Dawn Lawrence MGB GT Black
Tony & Debbie Slattery MG Midget Red
Errol & Wendy Hoger MGB Gold
Brant Rayment MG Midget Blue
Selena & Rebecca Rayment VW Golf Green
SCCQ

Gary Seymour Sprite Mk13A Red
Peter Fellows Sprite Mk13A BRG
Alex Robertson MG ZT190 Green

Graham & Margaret Harris  Toyota Prado White
David Robertson & Tanya  Holden Torana ~ White

Mike Wade Sprite Mk 1 Green
Mike Millard Sprite Mk 3 Red
Mick & Liz Cole Peugeot Red
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GoPro Motorsports Hero Camera

Miniature Video and Photo Camera
Motorsports Hero — Wide & Standard models

Complete with stick on Mounts and Suction Cup Mount.
The Motorsports Hero is a waterproof mini wireless digital
camera designed especially for the motorsport enthusiast.
Its quick-release design simplifies click mounting the
camera to your car, motorcycle, boat, bicycle etc.

Contact Alan McConnell Ph: 0414 915 267
www.selectcarsales.com.au

BUYING A USED CAR?

Select Car Sales will do our best to find the right car at the right price for you.

Buying wholesale is the “no frills” way to buy a car, saving you money .. or getting a
better car for your budget. You're welcome to come along to the “dealers only” wholesale
auctions with me and make the selection yourself. Visit our web site for cars in stock.

www.selectcarsales.com.au

Alan McConnell: 0414 915 267 alan@selectcarsales.com.au
Motor Dealer Lic: 3122136 A.B.N. 34010 677 700

GT Automotive Services & Tyres

Queensland 4077
Telephone: 07 3879 0055
Fax: 07 3879 0166




Geoff leads a group of cars in the dry

I'd putin an entry to race at Bathurst a few times in the
past but always fell victim to oversubscribed grids.
Traditionally there are around 95 racers vying for 55
spotsonthegrid.

I returned from a relaxing holiday at Kangaroo Island
to find that 2010 was going to be different; my entry
had been accepted and | was going to the mountain to
race forthefirsttime.

The usual car preparation panic followed. Fix some
known issues with the car and do a Sprint meet at
Lakeside to confirm everything was AOK.
Unfortunately a new problem emerged, severe
driveline shudder starting ataround 160km/h.

I rolled into Bathurst with more than the usual amount
of trepidation. The track was obviously more
complicated than any | had raced at before as well as
the reliability question mark over our untested
solution to the driveline shudder.

Practice and qualifying were spent trying to learn the
track, whilst staying out of the way of those that
already knew the track. It was a process of getting
gradually braver without falling victim to one of the
numerous walls.

The races themselves were a mixture of the usual cut
and thrust of racing combined with huge doses of
drama that Mother Nature threw at us. The wet start of
Race 2 was a highlight as 40 cars swept up Mountain
Straight; the spray so bad that you could only hope
that the guy in front braked in the right place. My
determination to finish the wet race vanished when
my driver-side wiper twisted off down Conrod
Straight. All the other early model Mazda's had exactly
the same thing happen!

By Geoff Kingston

AIN

It was dry at the start of Race 3 and a brilliant start saw
me jump 6 or so spots off the line. Alas the heavens
opened (torrentially) on lap 4 and race control had no
option but to red flag the race as streams of water ran
down the mountain.

Even with rain cutting short a number of our races, the
'‘Bathurst' experience was extremely satisfying. The
rain meant that we experienced many of the situations
you commonly see onthe V8 Supercar telecasts.

Rest assured that a '73 model Mazda 808 'walks'
around afair bit over the humps on both Mountain and
Conrod Straight at speeds much higherthat | reach on
any othertrack.

It would have been easy to find an excuse not to drive
at Bathurst. I have only raced intermittently in the past
few years and the car was a little underdone. But in the
endI'msogladldid.

Did | conquer the Mountain? No - but | certainly
learned alotthat I'll build on next time!
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Order form available on website m e I‘c n a n ﬂ I s e

Photo data discs for Lakeside (1961-
66; 67-72; 73-79; 80-89); Surfers
Paradise (1966-70; 71-77; 78-86).

Available only
on special order

Golf Umbrella Long Sleeved UV Polo Shirt

Brier Thomas Brier Thomas 80mm Club Windscreen
Data DVD - Mt Cotton Data DVD - Lowood Cloth Badge Sticker

Mt Cotton Club Polo Shirt
T-shirt size 14 - 24 Mt Cotton Cap

Mt Cotton
stubby holder Circuit jacket History of the Hill Centaur

Member's
Club keyring Grille badge Lapel Badge Name Badge Hillclimb sticker



M1 AUTOMOTIVE

Storts Car Specialicts

FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE REPAIRS AND
SPARE PARTS FOR MG AND SPRITES
MGF OWNERS

We have the latest diagnostic
scan tool and exhaust gas
analyser equipment in house.

We can repair your MGF.

29 Years Expercence (Call Barry
3889 9652

UNIT 3/ 20 KENWORTH PLACE
BRENDALE, QLD 4500

mgautomotive@gmail.com




> cwb of Q"""'h,r.
o 2

We need your support to keep this publication full of
interesting reports and points of interest, so any ideas or
thoughts would be most appreciated!

- Photographs & Cartoons - Events & Stories
- Handy Hints - Points of Interest & History
- Recipes & the like

Please submit your contributions to the Editor
GPO Box 1847 Brishane 4001

or by email to vprojects @ uq.net.au



