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PROGRAMME
MARCH i
1st Natter Night “
2nd/3rd Open Trial '
3rd Day Run

f 8th Nillelimb Preparation Night.
10th Hillelimb - Mt. Cotton
15th Night Run
17th " Motorkhana - Birkdale ;
22nd Party Night ]
24th Open Motorkhana (Qld Championship - Round T} 3
29th Bingo lNight 4

30/31st Lakeside Races

APRIL
12/15th National Meeting - Melbourne
19th Night Run
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EDITORIAL

I hope all who were

lucky enough to get a holiday
last month ad a beauty - but
don't let up from that holiday
spirit just yet because MGCC
is giving you an extension of
fun with its real carnival of
Motor Sport for March.

Check your calendars -

we've an open Trial, a Day

Run, a Hillcimb, a night

run, Two Motorkhanas (one a Championship), the
Lakeside Race Meeting, and even a bingo night! This
will be a mightly month - I've put aside time for
everything -~ there's something on every weekend

and I'm not going to miss a thing! Let's all

get together for a reaslly great month!
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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS - TRULY

I hope that by the time you read this that
anyone who has peen affected DY the floods that
have swept across the state are getting on top
of it again.

The club appears to have a flood every
year with the membership belng iow at the start
and slowly puilding up again. The best way to
overcome this 18 to get new members and to get
then interested in the activities of the club.
If you are interested in one aspect get other
people with your jdeas to come TO the club on
Friday night. This acts like & ralling stone
and we will rise to greater things in 197Tk.
Remember the more people who ccme oOIn Fridays,
the better it will be so make the resclution for
every Friday night be at 620 Wickham Street.

Peter Rayment

PR [ SHR GOR SALE =<

v — Ex-Jonk HMEATH | yeay Goed BEbY (cak reof)
AND NEW INTERIOR. G@g@ GuTS, 3@/70 cam, BIG
Hery (car Tool), FULL BALANCE,TWIN CAM RCDS, HEAVY
DUTY CLUTCH, RECCND, Boyx AND NEW DIFF, VERY
RELIABLE WITH NEW TYRES AND TWELVE MONTHS

REGO, MUST SELL URGENTLY (BUYING NEW LUXURY
LIMOSINE - Ed. Whith wrong viith te B 2) FOR JUST
$0BEO pe_Femous — PHINE TJorn ON 955913 (Afres)

— — : ) _CQLQ_M i

S TR
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GOT SOMETHING
TO CROW ABOUT

Dear Sir,

In reply to. Aquarius' letter in the
January issue of "The Octagon”, I would like
to extend a most cordial invitation to Mr. Aguarius
to do something about the "ne show" at race meetings.
I have a Centaur that needs more work than there
are hours in the day. ©So any time you are
feeling energetic, I am sure that I, and other
club menmbers, with racing cars (who don't own
a million dollars), can accomodate you at any
time, day or night.

Yours faithfully,

- L] L4

{(Richard Croston)
1275

8
Ed. How about it, HMr. Aquarius?
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NATIONAL MEETING MELBOURNE 19Th.

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 3

Unfortunately we must at this point advise
that we have had to change the hill climb to a
sprints!races day at Calder. This has been caused
by the club re-building the hill climb at
Templestovwe not being able to come to agreement
on the terms of the lease of the site. We apologise
for anyone dissappointed put we feel that a
sprint meeting will encourage greater participation
from those sttending than would a hill climb so
perhaps the change is all for the better.

Competition Events - Saturday

Saturdays events will consist of a 3/4 lap
sprint event commencing at 9 a.m. with each competitor
having 3 or 4 yuns depending on the numbers entered
and the days activities will conclude with 3 or L
races. 1t is proposed to finish the day about
4 p.m. In view of the change of locality it is
planned to have a b-b-g lunch available with
refershments for a niminal charge of 50¢ per head.
Supplementary regulations for the races will be
forwarded to Centre Secretary's in about 3 weeks
so those interested in the races should obtain
copies of these regs. from their own Centre's
Secretary.

Competition Events - Sunday

The Concours d'Elegance will commence the day
about 9 a.m. The motorkhana will follow the
Concours with 5 events verying in degree of
difficulty to test the skill of the motorkhana
exponents competing. Consideration will be given
to those entering the Concourse Who competed in the
sprints or races on the previous day. It is planned
to finish the day about 3 p.m. to allow everyone time
to prepare for the presentation dinner which
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will commence at 5.30 p.m.
' Magazine & Photographic Competition

Entries in both sections should be sent
before the 31st of March to enable judging to be
made with sufficient chance to give fair considerati
to all entries., With magazines section entries
should consist of a magsazine 12 months old, cne
published since the last National Meeting and a
current issue. Entries are invited from all Centres
of the MG Car Club in and out of Australisa. Only
entries from Australian Centres will gain points
for the John Wratten Memorial Trophy but all
entries will be eligible for the outright prize.
There will be four categories in the photographic ¥
| section being black and white or colour and either 1
| and earlier or MGA and later. Photos may be either
i black and white or colour as many slides. As
long as all entries have a name and address with
them all entries will be returned to the entranis
after the meeting has finished. Hanimex have
again donated an attractive camera as an incentive
to come up with some really good shois on the theme
MG. Remember entries close on 31st March so don't
delay to long with those entries.

John liratten Memorial Trophy

Having considered the scoring systems_adopted
at previous Wational Meetings it has been decided
to adopt basically the same system as used 1in
Sydney with somne modifications. This will give
211 centres an opportunity of winning thq_John
Wratten Memorial Trophy. Classes for each event wil
pe decided on the number of entries received.
Races ill not count towards the trophy but winners
of races will receive trophies. Details of the
final points scoring system will be forwarded
to each Centre with the next bulletin.

- = ; _ -
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| 411 enguiries about the meeting shoulgage )
‘ directed to MG Car Club (Melb.), P.O. Box 1909 5.,

Melbourne, 3001.

Inportant Hote:

We are invited tc the QMECC Sprints in
April but there will be 0 MG Club points
alloted because of the National Meet in
Meltourne,
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The
Strenuous
Years

Bzllet had Fonteyn - Theatre Lady Olivia

a
Gpera had Melba.

s}
gl

reni

Motor
young

o

motolr SPOTTL,

Strenuous years of our Qresat Romantic?
thyee 'He Man' cars 1in a row - & T, Austin
Healey then a Horgan; maybe

our Ann reckons that the nerder you sWOT

re y wentl! ©Ghe finally Lought &

al, evergreen
t, probablykever bro

ana

Racing
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didn't have to swear at to 80 fast -~ the beaut ex
Roy galvadori Lotus Fifteen pictured with the

¢.R. at the wheel during a club sprint atb Lowood.
The combination of G.R. and Lotus usually resulted
in a mutual blast across the kLo yards in about
fourteen seconds. (Not much time for romance in

+hose runs.

Retire? ©Not our Ann! She hsas joined the Legal
Dangerous Drivers' Set (known as rallying).
gtrapped into a Marina be Leyland Ann now flies
through forest roads at T7,000rpm... very
romantic, those forests at night!

Looks aB though there are guite a few more
strenuous years ahead for our Great Romantic!

ENCOURAGE AWARD:

Winner of this award at Surfers Paradige
on February 10 was JOHN WHARTOR - congratulationsl

Owing to 2 slight erroXx in the Surfers
programne, this award was stated to be
vorth $25.00. On this occassion MGCC will pay
that amount but will members please note, that,
ijn future, only the originally intended $20.00 will

be honoured!
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THE ADVANTURES OF THE FLOODBOUND PRESIDERNT

For the people who haven't realized it,
your c¢lub's President has been out of town for
s while and has been working up at Emerald.
Altitude 593ft., Sandfly Population X Billions.

If you did not know Emerald has beén .neally
fiocod bound since before Christmas with the train
out for over a week and the supplies of beer in
the town dwindling to dangerously low levels.

"oood thing I don't drink the stuff!" Anyway

back to the story. I had decided to g0 to Hervey
Bay for the Australia Day Weekend. That weekend
you had a few heavy showers down there at Brisbane.

For two weeks before came the daily check
of the weather map following the movement of
the low pressure trough across %. Queencland.
Along with this was the check of the river
heights of the Comet and Dawson Rivers. These
were both slowly going down but the low pressure
trough was moving down also.

But the rain had eased off - then over the
T.V. came that ominous "-beep-beep-" of the
cyclone warning. A new factor now had to be
checked but it was moving south guickly so it moved
out of the area I was to be covering. Ring
the Postmistress down at Rolleston and check
about the roads. "Open - but have to take it
carefully.”

L

So came Friday afternoon and vwe head off
south to Springsure. Down canm the rain by the
bucketfalls, If it's rained like this on the
Springsure-Rolleston road I might try back
through the road to Rockhampton. It opened

e
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the previous afternoon for the first time since
before Christmas. Finally arrived down at
Springsure with the sun shining so off to the
police station. Not at home but talKing %o
bloke there - "It's open but

only just - but has it been

raining down herel”

Se with that bit of

information we head off. We
then came to the dirt. It
was good, the grader had
scraped most of the worst
pits. After about twenty
miles into the dirt {Black)
it starts to rain lightly
"Guip!" as the car nearly

LiC

spins out on a straight

stretch. One must keep going or stop £ill it
dries out again. This goes on for about seven
miles then coming to a floodway I pick the driest
vit of the road but alas one wheel of the

-

mini falls into 2 rut and I belly out.

There 1 sit for an hour with
the sandflys trying to get the
car out. Then suddenly a c¢ar
appears.

"Do you wanta hand?" -~
"you betcha. BSo we start
to push the Mini out. In the
next couple of minutes two more
vehicles from each direction
turn up and we're away to slither on to Rolleston.
Then across to Bauhinia Downs. Over the dirt
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stretch the mufiler comes off - againt "It
can wait till the bitumen.,”™ Then
there is a bump from the back of
the car but not the front. "That
felt like the muffler but - oh
well, we shall see". Oure enough
the muffler has gone after 64,219
niles.

We press on to the east over
a strip of bitumen with grass
higher than the car on both sides.
Hope there are no-.cattle or
touncers in the grass. Stop at
Biloela to get petrol-{over
40 mpg) and find out about the road. "You can
stay on the bitumen if you use the Callide Coal
Road". Once more into the night. Then 15 miles
out of Biloela, here are two birds waving me
down. "Now what are they doing out here?" Then
1 look in the creek next to the reod. What a funny
place to park a car. Next thing
brother turns up with a farmer
and tractor. So out comes the
car, fish and all. It looks
like a submarine blowing its
tanks with water coming out
everywhere! Check engine and
gearbox oil. Appears to be
no water, so out comes the
can of spray and try to dry
out the ignition. ©So we
eventually get it going and we head off onfe
more. :

What a tremendous road - beands all the way.
The rain is now starting to come down fairly
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heavy so ideas of stopping quickly fade.

Heading down the Bruce

Highway, huge potholes are
forming. Some as blg =as the car
and 9" to a foot deep. Not good
to hit at speed so One must stay
right on the ball.

PRST ;m\ﬁ THE wall H

Then on the stretch across
the Torbanlea - Hervey Bay road

comes the first of the shiny
black patches on the road. Fut
off spead guickly and check depth. Thes
out to be Ok and so 12 hours and L60 miles after
we left Emerald we arrive in Torguay.

“The rain kept falling all weekend Sc on
Sunday go to the police gstation and have &
laugh about the roads. So there I stayed for
two more days before 1 could get back to Foeky
from where I flew out to Emersld. This road is
still under 65-12 feet of water at the rTivers 80O
all we can 4o is wait and let the rivers go
down .

Ed. Well Pete, that must be the west ever story
of & Public Servant Trying to make "getting to
work impossible™. However you spoilt it all

by that gallant return by air - after a mere

2 days.

©.3. What haoppened to the 2 birds in the Ditentrey
Gues we'll never knov.
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CAN ANYONE HELP? "

The Club is trying to trace the following
members:

;| RoJo p’right,

8 Buckra St., Mr. D. Yetman,
BRACKEN RIDGE. Lo17. 70 Granadilla St.,
MACGREGOR.

The Secretary,
Brisbane Sporting Car Club, MR. W. Ormsby,
P.C. Box 601, 26 Jones Rd.,

FORTITUDE VALLEY. CARINA.

Mr. R. Yetman, MR. D. Finter,
17 Ronald St., Tarragindi Rd.,
WYHIIUM, MOOROOK

.- a few bods and bends -

"areen" doesn't mean "go" for Rae and Terry. They
are still with us. TFortunately for the MG Car

® Club the call of the north wasn't strong enough.
Watch out for the sleek Celical!l

(Y

Keith and Sandra Tufnell are very happy in their

z new home. KXeith no longer has the longest hair
B i, the house (Sany cui hers) -~ they have an
afgan pup - the original long hair!

Beware! someone has bought the ex-Russell Black
L/wt. Mini.

1

eEk

'John Fraser has the cleanest pair of hsts in the
business! (John Moorehead is slowly recovering).
1f a string of bad luck leads o eventual good-
fortune, then John Fraser must becaoume ﬂusﬁralian
Champion in 1975. The Eurocpa with is 2 litre
BMW is an "on-paper" bonanza, so John, best of
iuck this year!

5 Centaur Developments had a iayout alteration late
B ip January. And Tim didn't have to move a Tinger.
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Archimede's principle helped - and of course,
that magic word - BALANCE!

'l Who lives at Hervey Bay Pete??7777

With JOHN FRASER, Queensland Representative .
for the Peter Wherrett Driving School. C(Classes '
invelve only half a day and are conducted at

both Lakeside and Surfers Paradise.

Contact John at 571380 (Brisbane) or 075-351951
(Gold Coast) and make an appointment.
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NUP ~ T caN'T SEE'
BARELY NOTH IN

-

¢  ALL NIGHT RUN

e ——

Once upon a time there were 3 Bears, there
was 'Barely understandable', "Baredy Believable',
and 'Bareiy Holding together'. All these bears
were members of the driveable family, they were
all barely driveable. One night, the 3 bears
entered the N.D.5.C.C. A1l Night Run. At the
start proper from Mobil Wimpy, 'Barely Believable'
was first away, crewed by Gary Whittaker + Rex
Ward, followed by Mal Spiden + Phil Heath vwhose
entry was barely holding together, with Ken Potter
+ Paul Simpson following, and that was barely
understandable. )

Some entries were tricked by the 3rd or kth
jnstruction, but not Potter + Simpson who went
straight through - again barely understandable.

At about this stage the Spiden bear broke, but

was soon repaired by Gary Whittaker who sacrificed
much time to help. The bear was reparied with
masking tape and continued - even barelier holding
together. Pot Pot + Simmo, meanwhile, were
enjoying life's 1ittle luxuries and doing Vvery
well. -

gomewhere around half way thru the 1lst section,
barely holding together was rocketing (hardley)
down a lovely straight, and there in front was a
dimly-1lit figure waving frantically - couldn't
see who it was because of the shocking lights -
who turned out to be Gary again, He had, made
s barely believable error error error and had
zoomed off the road in & great understeer slide
to collect a convenient stump. After some
pulling and pushing the guard barely cleared the
tyre; but it was enough for Gary to proceed
back to Brisbane by the shortest possible roule -
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the end of a barely believable attempt.

The other entries continued on, Spiden trying
to make up lost time, Pot Pot trying to stay on
the road, Simmo trying to get a light reading to
take apiceie, and Heath trying to find which way
up the instructions should be held. The 1lst
control was reached, Pot Pot went out to continue,
Spiden + Heath discovered that there were no
questions between this control and the next, (the
same one after a loop), but they couldn't figure

a way to short cut because of lack of reocads and
information as to from which direction the control
should be entered. DReluctantly they set out on
the loop, only to find at the 3/L4 mark that the
barely holding together gearbox decided to hold
together no longer. This necessiatated a tow
tc the Cedar Creek turnoff, where Pot Pot later
added Mal to the long list of towees towed by
"Pot Pot's rescue service". Apparently the second
section was so rough that barely holding together
wouldn't ‘ve anyway.

The club's colours were carried by Pot Pot
+Simmo to the finish, and they finished a good
seventh after the rough second section. They
also showed their generosity by rescuing & cars
during the run 2 others - twice themselves! As
a2 matter of interest, Japanese cars finished in
the 1st seven places - Ah so.

Thanks are due to the NDSCC for a well
organised run, taking into account the number of
times it was re set because of flooded roads.

Only one MGCC entry finished - barely understandable
at that. :

P.S. There are several interesting happenings
which have béen ommitted: 1like Malcolm returning
to Kedron to change the”Battery before the start,
and the 1st time barely holding together broke,

et e e — . s

1
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Gary couldn't £it under the car and was bawling
for a Jack, so Rex picked the rear end up off

the road and held it there for some time =
nenceforth shall be known as "Jack Ward" or
"crane" or some such. Then there was Pot FPot
understeering straight on where the road didn't,
but he only did what every other entry did. Must
have been some corner. Special thanks to Graham
clark of NDSCC for towing parely holding together
to somewhere that was somewhere from the middle
of now where, And there was Gray., who, when
asked "where is the stump you hit?", pointed

into the distance and sald "way to buggery over
there".
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FOR SAL;E cIaSSifiEds |

Would you like to own a machine which is
capable of taking out outright placings in the
Motorkhana championship this year? In order to
raise funds for another project, I am forced to
offer for sale my mobtorkhana special. It has
a V.W. motor and gearbox and rear suspension and
a completely fabricated front section made from
14" and 1, 3/L" tubing. The whole setup is very
1ight and the front can easily be lifted by one
mane. The motor is a modified 40 H.P. unit with
worked heads and twin S.U. carby's with a really .
wild exhaust setup. This machine has been
professionally done and really looks good. Other
features include dual handbrakes on the rear
wheels, rack and pinion steering, 6" wide rear
wheels with regrooved gates tyres. The whole unit
comes with a custom built trailer and a price tag
of $300 firm. If you are interested please drop
me a line at the address below (Unfortunately
I an mot on the phone).

P.S. Remember the Australian Motorkhana Championships
are at Surfers this year.

Jim Holmes
(Gold Coast and Tweed Motorsporting Club)}

Home Address - 29 Caroline Avenue, Southport.

GARY DUTTON'S SUPER LIGHTWEIGHT MINI CLUBMAN G.T.
(4L) For Sale.
This car is in perfect condition, with a new

motor, gearbox and diff. Comes complete with

2 sets of tyres (wet and dry) on 9" mamba hags.
Also plenty of other spares such as body panels,
ete. The whole deal is set up on a trailer and
ready to race. (Ring Gary on L48L606).
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The Octagon is the official Journal of the MG Car
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OCTAGON CONTRIBUTIONS

No later than end of 1st week of month.
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